
From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     Jon Murphy <jon@lobbyiowa.com>

Subject:             Children's Behavioral Health System State Board

I would like to have time at the September 6th meeting to discuss the  impact of the proposed
change to the Children's Behavioral Health System State Board.

Thank you.

Date:                 Tue Aug 29 2023 14:20:04 CDT
Attachments:     image001.jpg

Bcc:

Page 1 of 564



Owner:                   

Filename:               image001.jpg
Last Modified:        Tue Aug 29 14:20:04 CDT 2023

Page 2 of 564



image001.jpg for Printed Item: 1 ( Attachment 1 of 1)

Page 3 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; 
                         
Cc:

Subject:             Medical Cannabidiol Board

I have attended every meeting of this board and have been extremely pleased with it.  The
members are professional and thoughtful.  Thank you for recommending no change to it.

During today's meeting it was mentioned that some of the speciality areas of medicine required
on the board are harder to find volunteers for.  I know that is true and the board does need to
have a quorum to make any recommendations, so removing that requirement would probably
make sense.  I wish those positions could be filled more easily, but it is what it is.

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Speak at 9/6 meeting

BCRC,

I would like to speak at the September 6 meeting regarding the preliminary recommendation to
eliminate the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service. I will be speaking on behalf of America’s
Service Commissions, the association for the 52 Governor designated state service
commissions. State service commissions are required by federal statute to receive federal
AmeriCorps State funding. I am a former commissioner for the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service and live in Des Moines.

Sincerely,

/ Time Zone: CT
Need to schedule a meeting with me? Check out my Calendly link.
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*Please note that the ASC team works flexibly and remotely across time zones — so while it
suits me to email now, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours.
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From:                
                         
                         ction.org>
                         <kharrington@iowacommunityaction.org>
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards & Commissions Review Committee - Request to address the
committee

Iowa Community Action Association - represented by  would like to
address the Committee on Sept. 6.

Thanks!
e

--

Mission: Educating, Advocating for, and Connecting Community Action Agencies to amplify a
unified voice in service of Iowans facing economic hardship.

Check out our new website!: www.iowacommunityaction.org
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Review Committee Meeting September 6th

To whom it may concern, I would like a time to speak at the September 6 meeting.

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Tue Aug 29 2023 15:54:58 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Request to Speak at Public Input Hearing on 9/6

Hello,

I am requesting to speak at the public input hearing next Wednesday, September 6, at 12:
00pm. I am representing the DMARC Food Pantry Network and the Iowa Hunger Coalition.

Thank you,

POLICY & ADVOCACY MANAGER

DMARC | 100 Army Post Road | Des Moines, IA 50315 | Cell: (515) 520-4741 | dmarcunited.
org

Date:                 Wed Aug 30 2023 08:13:14 CDT
Attachments:     image001.jpg
                          image002.jpg
                          image003.jpg
                          image004.jpg
                          image005.png

Bcc:

Page 21 of 564



Want bragging rights off the field prior to the big game on September 9th? We can help! Help
tackle hunger by hosting a friendly competition with a Food & Fund Drive for the DMARC Food
Pantry Network! Get Started.

This document may contain confidential information and is intended for use by the addressee
and/or their intended representatives only.  If you are not the intended recipient, please do not
transmit, copy, disclose, store or utilize this communication in any manner.  If you received this
message in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently delete this message
from your computer.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRC Comments <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Review Committee

Good morning,

I'd like to speak at the public input meeting for the Boards and Commissions Review
Committee. I'll be representing and speaking about the State of Iowa Youth Advisory Council.

Thanks,

--

"If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other." - Mother
Teresa
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Greetings.

I recently learned that there is a proposal to eliminate several commissions. Many of them
concern me personally, but the one that concerns me professionally is the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service. I work with individuals who are 55+ years old and who serve their
communities. This program is supported by three entities. The federal government, the state of
Iowa and the sponsor of the program.

Isn't it required that the federal government mandate a commission be formed for volunteer
service in the state of Iowa? And, not only for volunteer service but dozens of other programs
receiving federal funds?

Before pulling the trigger and eliminating these important commissions, wouldn't it make more
sense for due diligence on the possible unintended (negative) consequences? On the surface
it may seem as if this would cut the state budget. However, the bottom line might mean much
more spent (out of my pocket) than had they not been eliminated to begin with.

Thank you for your consideration of my viewpoint. I sincerely hope you take this with the weight
I intend it to be taken.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and Commissions Review Committee

Good Afternoon,
I would like to submit my name to speak during the public hearing for the boards & commission
review committee.
Name: 
Organization: Member of the Iowa Commission of Latino Affairs

Best,

--
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Speaking

Please add me to the list for speaking.

< Public Hearing Sign-up: If members of the public are interested in addressing the committee
at its September 6th meeting, please email BCRCcomments@iowa.gov and request to speak.
Please include your name and the organization you are representing. >
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Sept 6 Public Comment Hearing

Hello,

My name is  and I am the Legislative and Advocacy Committee Chairperson for
the Iowa State Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf. I would like to make a comment at the
public hearing on September 6 regarding the Board and Commission Review Committee
recommendations.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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This e-mail contains PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION intended only for the
use of the Individual(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, or the
employee or agent responsible for delivering this to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify us by e-mail at abarth@bbbs-mv.org.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comment on recommendation to eliminate Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa

Good afternoon,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Wed Aug 30 2023 16:52:16 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 50 of 564



Kind Regards,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Hearing

Hello,

My name is . I plan to speak at the September 6th Boards and Commissions
review committee. I will represent myself and be discussing the State of Iowa Youth Advisory
Council.

Best,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             BCRC comments

To ensure Iowa does not lose $14.3 million in federal funding, not including local private
matching funds, and risk loss of key services impacting every county in the state, please
preserve the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service with its board and staff continuing to
operate as is.

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for
elimination. Given the multiple programs facilitated by the commission, no other state agency
or department including HHS could devote the time and staff needed; thus, elimination of
Volunteer Iowa would create unintentional and devastating impacts on the nonprofit community
across the state of Iowa:

• Without this designated commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with
federal statute required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing
AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in
Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local
private matching funds.

• The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not
only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP.

• The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR
Iowa that make local youth programs eligible for various state and federal funding
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opportunities.

• The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to local disaster response, after-school programming, tutoring for reading and
math, building of low-income housing, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service and board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Request to address the committee on September 6th

Hello,

This is my formal request to address the committee on September 6th at noon regarding the
boards and commissions elimination, specifically Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service. I am
the Chair of the Volunteer Iowa Commission and will be representing this organization.

Please confirm.

Thank you.
 ---
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Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 55 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 00:03:47 CDT
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Sent from my U.S.Cellular© Smartphone
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Action to keep Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

It is absolutely critical to ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to
operate as-is. The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with the federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa. This totaled $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal
Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private
matching funds.

Here are the facts:

* The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP.

* The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR
Iowa which makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal funding
opportunities. This is critical in today's culture to empower and grow the next generation of
adults in our state.

* The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs
including but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building
low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These
programs reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure continued funding
for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and countless other

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 00:06:33 CDT
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organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs across the state
of Iowa.

Thank you for your time.
---
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             request to attend

This message was sent securely using Zix®

I am  interested in attending the committee meeting on September 6

 – Mid-Iowa Community Action and the Iowa Community Action Association

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 09:34:06 CDT
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

When I led the Iowa Food Bank Association, I was able to receive funding for the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service to deploy nine AmeriCorps members to food banks across
the state to support the expansion of integral community programs addressing food insecurity.
They were able to support food banks that lacked the resources to hire staff to meet the needs
in rural communities. Without that funding, access to food would have been much harder for
thousands of Iowans facing food insecurity.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

--

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 09:46:48 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please keep Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board operating as is

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I have seen first hand, not only as an AmeriCorps program director running a program with
members throughout the state of Iowa the impact this has, but also as a former staff member
with Volunteer Iowa. The impact AmeriCorps programs and members have in our communities
is great. They are recruiting volunteers, supporting students through tutoring to improve
reading scores, assisting refugees in housing and support services, and meeting our citizens
when they are in the most vulnerable spot during and following disasters. Just in the past few
years there have been thousands of hours recorded supporting the clean up efforts following a
tornado, clearing debris and leading teams of volunteers following the derecho for many
months, and many hours and months supporting needs in food banks during the pandemic.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 10:44:04 CDT
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

St. Ambrose University Alum: www.sau.edu

AmeriCorps Alum: www.americorpsalums.org

"There is no one alive who is Youer than You."
- Dr. Seuss

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

It is crucial to maintain the current operations of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
Board. The recommendation to eliminate the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (also
known as Volunteer Iowa) would have an unintended and devastating impact on the non-profit
community throughout Iowa.

Having a commission board is necessary for the state of Iowa to comply with the federal
statute required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants awarded to new and ongoing
AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa, amounting to $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85
million in Segal Education Awards, totaling $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the
local private matching funds. If the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service were to be
eliminated, it would not only result in a loss of $14.3 million in funding for local non-profit
organizations and public entities, but it would also lead to a loss of other federal funds
administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, such as the Volunteer Generation
Fund and the 9/11 Day of Service grant, as well as VISTA and RSVP. Additionally, the
Commission certifies mentoring programs through MENTOR Iowa, making local youth
programs eligible for various state and federal funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa cater to a wide range of critical community needs,
including afterschool programming, reading and math tutoring, low-income housing
construction, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These
programs reach every county in the state.

It is essential to keep the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to guarantee the
continuous funding of more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the Commission to meet critical community needs
throughout Iowa.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 10:45:12 CDT
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Thank you,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa commission

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
(sec. 191 of the National and Community Service Act (42 U.S.C. 12651)). required to receive
its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa
totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education Awards for a total
of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching funds. The
elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not only
$14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the loss of
other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including but
not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA and RSVP.
The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR Iowa
that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Well respected and long viewed as an excellent example of a volunteer service commission
across the country, this organization is critical in preparation for and deploying volunteers and
AmeriCorps teams during times of disaster. Local nonprofit organizations across the state rely
on the commission's expertise to better engage volunteers in delivering much needed
community services.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 10:46:35 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             request to speak

I am requesting to speak Sept 6th at noon.

Representing Community Action and New Opportunities,

Thanks

        

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 11:55:19 CDT
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PLEASE BE GREEN—Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.

****ATTENTION**** This message and accompanying documents are covered by the
Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521 as well as Iowa Code
Chapter 22, 139A, and contain information intended for the specified individual(s) only. This
information is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
document in error and that any review, dissemination, copying, or the taking of any action
based on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail, and delete the original
message.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Support the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Servixe

Dear Members of the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 11:56:19 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Thank you for your consideration.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:18:02 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Input Boards and Commission Review Committee

Delivered-To: bcrccomments@iowa.gov
Received: by 2002:ab2:70d7:0:b0:1cb:a545:362b with SMTP id q23csp293036lqm;
        Thu, 31 Aug 2023 10:24:04 -0700 (PDT)
X-Google-Smtp-Source:
AGHT+IGTh64TO3f2G6+xg9lFJDmlfUR3BRvdEMl4cfetBd8eblfFWZsiz7NkNKgXcbuNxRZxPD
ny
X-Received: by 2002:a17:903:124f:b0:1bc:16cf:fc30 with SMTP id u15-
20020a170903124f00b001bc16cffc30mr295538plh.63.1693502643882;
        Thu, 31 Aug 2023 10:24:03 -0700 (PDT)
ARC-Seal: i=2; a=rsa-sha256; t=1693502643; cv=pass;
        d=google.com; s=arc-20160816;
        
b=S+/+fGJYNsvd2PDS16MZgX3dml9AXnc7gYpD4THZOQ40ZxsBy1ZwBWkGcmjL1qXnbV
         
Bt9gFY6YkAQs3GA2yNOl1a6qEUfuHSRL+VYyOP6ypFK0GS9GuHUnch2M2FSZUqz2X3Jc
         w2A+2EBu+/6mTt7mWcfacsCdpKwjWiV495L6NVqDeJGf5hNpaVWuu5k+CpkNH7II/YgY
         
CkCwcQUgUq+1rPy5+0QqY4Qmmb6n6V3xT66grK+7P08nCazH2nEIEFmGx0rqyUHieIMj
         DzhQkV8ZLCfQK3NN0KgQqIKcWJ6Q3y82olMGJf5OIrSB6168dl6s0y4Uv4aQrol3r2re
         HJqg==
ARC-Message-Signature: i=2; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; d=google.com; s=arc-
20160816;
        h=mime-version:content-language:accept-language:message-id:date
         :thread-index:thread-topic:subject:to:from:dkim-signature;
        bh=t0V3yVjxDeQ5rqWkNuklGbPeqqHoDCFplgeFbXseLuA=;
        fh=MdEBsrBxiyVEbyghBaFIHa3o0KOnyXKvK9szGaQxzh8=;
        b=gVFFnBESdd3kGDEeMdCIs8mKdMMazs876YSNh9pZaX7Bystxp1D9+/ehnHc2nprFfK
         6e7H0rjQqlokTZqQ4Bsah0kfQXRdpR63Je+ZlFKBbJaLSmvB2ljeHwB+mlJGJ+SPGKsn
         O/rqx/H6jHekXb892blX3AwkQcouJAtkLPgQecOM+tYYHNuxjMbKbfgZkvsL3YogKBFK
         a1rRjeExKxVgfOltSV82Ln5Ti/AU+WhK0kyFqHDiJ7RxDMOIK8My3aEEKa6DpAxlr7cs
         dCG85y+4TL10hB0feCowlBbjyEUz/q1bz9EyesI0gCseqRl89tIRWskclfzGJAA9/Acl
         17dQ==
ARC-Authentication-Results: i=2; mx.google.com;
       dkim=pass header.i=@msn.com header.s=selector1 header.b=TAROumFX;
       arc=pass (i=1);
       spf=pass (google.com: domain of tdunphy99@msn.com designates 2a01:111:f400:fe59::
826 as permitted sender) smtp.mailfrom=tdunphy99@msn.com;
       dmarc=pass (p=NONE sp=QUARANTINE dis=NONE) header.from=msn.com

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:24:01 CDT
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Return-Path: 
Received: from NAM12-DM6-obe.outbound.protection.outlook.com (mail-
dm6nam12olkn20826.outbound.protection.outlook.com. [2a01:111:f400:fe59::826])
        by mx.google.com with ESMTPS id z14-
20020a1709027e8e00b001bc7d730accsi1343773pla.382.2023.08.31.10.24.03
        for <BCRCcomments@iowa.gov>
        (version=TLS1_2 cipher=ECDHE-ECDSA-AES128-GCM-SHA256 bits=128/128);
        Thu, 31 Aug 2023 10:24:03 -0700 (PDT)
Received-SPF: pass (google.com: domain of tdunphy99@msn.com designates 2a01:111:f400:
fe59::826 as permitted sender) client-ip=2a01:111:f400:fe59::826;
Authentication-Results: mx.google.com;
       dkim=pass header.i=@msn.com header.s=selector1 header.b=TAROumFX;
       arc=pass (i=1);
       spf=pass (google.com: domain of tdunphy99@msn.com designates 2a01:111:f400:fe59::
826 as permitted sender) smtp.mailfrom=tdunphy99@msn.com;
       dmarc=pass (p=NONE sp=QUARANTINE dis=NONE) header.from=msn.com
ARC-Seal: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; s=arcselector9901; d=microsoft.com; cv=none;
 
b=YMjgpwPnMpBDSMu/SHDUVtwEQ/cYISDJ4Rqw18OnOKfN2ifFhZ4VIRiuPn9kLvu0UbdkU
GC0Gw4juvmmN2pje+//1fTwPbIeM5NDiHLyzY5eGgfxUa5z67yU3c1+eghFPqbGJAocrygibhm
sbUQ4skcEddiA5bdHl+xb2k9VD6M/JdX9MFWMkJelUNm1TwpEo04i+kZd/EBS/z7HZkpoQy4+
608trgwlSo97EeC2VzZqUHSZVzQveOdGHkzLeqcRPKqOMgLPUDRGYEMEECv6EWqTcTkV
z0EqN40Xv7Aarfapi70USEL1sCFULS2ev3tztWXURiGseu54QP7Tq8hvzg==
ARC-Message-Signature: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; d=microsoft.com;
 s=arcselector9901;
 h=From:Date:Subject:Message-ID:Content-Type:MIME-Version:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-
MessageData-ChunkCount:X-MS-Exchange-AntiSpam-MessageData-0:X-MS-Exchange-
AntiSpam-MessageData-1;
 bh=t0V3yVjxDeQ5rqWkNuklGbPeqqHoDCFplgeFbXseLuA=;
 
b=d+79cAD6NWNeGjXCVeFbFssJP+g3D2v3QjxK9O3HBqiwn+t3uAe3TwWH55ekNxKry1klF3
60NfMh/pi1PBR7ACqdk+T7prmVjwcmYoR2fnysJMKe47Sr9xL48je78b48j4SfQGupNgLr7+2jO
6OzYHuoTXVvhY1yM6ulRk4w4s8S0NY+h4eemABcNxaBNpng+FlU3v7YhT9qFcl587MsYpUb
wjGpENKOdTc4szzLFLN3JsU7QmDzFe/+m//HeJAQBP2w3VayzM1nvM1I2rsiw2KOI1+E5DU
Pfh4JeOBazkVRtmszvUnhYvWZRNw85AthF8LnSkeMPzFlIY9ROCoc+g==
ARC-Authentication-Results: i=1; mx.microsoft.com 1; spf=none; dmarc=none;
 dkim=none; arc=none
DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; d=msn.com; s=selector1;
 h=From:Date:Subject:Message-ID:Content-Type:MIME-Version:X-MS-Exchange-
SenderADCheck;
 bh=t0V3yVjxDeQ5rqWkNuklGbPeqqHoDCFplgeFbXseLuA=;
 
b=TAROumFXkhmxnlzms0C7fH2oYNyayufwfreGMGFwGQYgwX94HgfQJy2txJUm6hX7dGq3
X7eq7p+uGHDg9pfIeDl7tV0NtMCf/p3OLvghmywEdSakN6HRDUQdhvFiqruLDmhnJO9t5Ip+lH
vit4pF7TdwuQ4LW6fTVuFFwDyAHUTZgKtppVbM6sESHtdkqQwin2z8/2V8iuN2wFHfU4zkR7D
7PjjM1EWpCsX8SSFjxAUmvsI/d3tKzmMGPvtdqIy7UBQemk8vmzzBneHaUsaWb3mtegO+cH/
bPVl2dwFOYvyzayIkbBfwvh2Ww1zTo9FQyXNmFoh9NWsAH5MhPQNhag==
Received: from CY5PR12MB6203.namprd12.prod.outlook.com (2603:10b6:930:24::17)
 by IA0PR12MB7751.namprd12.prod.outlook.com (2603:10b6:208:430::21) with
 Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2,
 cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_256_GCM_SHA384) id 15.20.6745.21; Thu, 31 Aug
 2023 17:24:01 +0000
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Received: from CY5PR12MB6203.namprd12.prod.outlook.com
 ([fe80::48cb:8b61:d51e:3582]) by CY5PR12MB6203.namprd12.prod.outlook.com
 ([fe80::48cb:8b61:d51e:3582%7]) with mapi id 15.20.6745.021; Thu, 31 Aug 2023
 17:24:01 +0000
From: TINA DUNPHY >
To: "BCRCcomments@iowa.gov" <BCRCcomments@iowa.gov>
Subject: Public Input Boards and Commission Review Committee
Thread-Topic: Public Input Boards and Commission Review Committee
Thread-Index: AdncL+zK7OJk4qI8RUOZnzOoWCTcvA==
Date: Thu, 31 Aug 2023 17:24:01 +0000
Message-ID:
 <CY5PR12MB6203BF2B1971D274E8086097AFE5A@CY5PR12MB6203.namprd12.prod.
outlook.com>
Accept-Language: en-US
Content-Language: en-US
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator:
x-tmn: [Yjek1qZrq776GtW8hZeigUb9lgHJlYZ8]
x-ms-publictraffictype: Email
x-ms-traffictypediagnostic: CY5PR12MB6203:EE_|IA0PR12MB7751:EE_
x-ms-office365-filtering-correlation-id: 83e587d9-99ad-4df5-9017-08dbaa4711a0
x-microsoft-antispam: BCL:0;
x-microsoft-antispam-message-info:
 
OJO8xtq4WyoqCDwniT6jeEWo+L/VEwoxGObBO0BxUlhc2lkWm2PRFbbK5OtSa/36Lapq60D
8/4uLQPeta/TZmLu9JL379Tz2ZwwttNM7wMcrflEM5CWEmpsABTYHFRp5KY2Kt+zGK8hsWs
sevW+b4x6GbDqeNZfEz3cvheZfNh+ghNJsW/maKTR2NnTFD1fBrfu1o/zkRVNzQERrgxDiQH0
4Ck4XYvidseEAn50xok3IA+R2VLey+eQAWMjCIpHchEixa63l3erR3A7Zfj9qFZbfutfy/7+iYAfprt
PSA9oldJrb7CI5/yTcWHlE1SdkB9JnW/Xbw/o7Hjjb4LMmka6rGwRtch5Fj2vhiAOn4L3lUsFkA7
2AcZCzIpwEEmVrS01blM1os9mVdwONd52G/gaXH/DWiluA2I/51pwxPhe8Yzt9u+q76O604B7
enN7lPnQWFovRB5Ii5Aeg3K0oQXvW0AhhbWWDjq/wWzjM8n0OLehekDspyWAU0BngO90/K
D81Daa9BJWLfl7NK3GXFdQBkkzDnUML+nQ0g2d1g5kgL52C3Y8mPPsVWu+/hLDFJqmIme
Gb29R8Sx5+j8lnghH9+WxTzzmWX+pnwqgnDpg=
x-ms-exchange-antispam-messagedata-chunkcount: 1
x-ms-exchange-antispam-messagedata-0:
 =?us-ascii?Q?
Xr52Oo/A8EYBXgh3ToPM6gUdUz0FK+WdhYgdC1XBlpV2SwNR1FdAtmy8GMqV?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?
IQpBXSWZIhhTu5t7Q7pSWz0lENTYZSrO4JaEU7VmHs3omhA88AZ7XQ4QW0nC?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?
wsLqZtpdXSR3Gp++TQ+LGIm/OORkfES/Y6k7qA7LHF3+95nFWfRU2TMT5ZDN?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?MFmg8ZYs7ax9i0wbJZT5yS0DR6BvKEcu9dirtb6dGoB8AE1LETZzIZh0ini7?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?JZirrm/HSTclk5aqnjwETdFI6AqkOk6VzsBTBcpFMbfq591oyiG5GHu41hrO?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?9BGMEEvTnaptXcpAwokceqtu2sni/n/dZLH5iGVuR0fBjhpf2gsKhhke3Ihh?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?o3HOrKn3jOEDcR/tlP1QaGeIbwzbaMeQHf1T7hzRY7/6hkxN/uciLPHGRLrN?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?
obJb0jUddUBsRzLILQTFdSQ576Hb875NBM4TWQm3Gkoh1b8uhbDL1bcXYaDJ?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?
WMQpg+DHxI8m8qolizObJuHat4TxwBvWQeTmTJUOzR6cj2HEFR1KoBYU2D+Y?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?
GmSuUy/El69oRBBhBz7uW8RWLnrtlJnLMJDIQb4ODJTXC7KsqTqiF7uNhQox?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?UncGc+5ffQYM48OA4p4f2DWa4UksDYUzZO8foLcgsHfzRrwOl5KYcLIJjBcK?=
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 =?us-ascii?Q?YlvltqRzOVKZKX4oTJkpd47sW98vPkBd/zoNVLyK1qMJhGtwFLI/dMqNj8Cp?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?
ZW2G7e4IWAcuSmAZCz5H660cjkjzaOCjgSQYk/1SpeFcy0UWuegKlVB+IrMY?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?oe9OaEVhctsryJ7PFXf8HSjWhivBZGW1VSeGM6nmI2lU/2h2/DEEQnOK6KfV?
=
 =?us-ascii?Q?oMlR+NvMo5Ecv/H6ylc6Pr5tzoIczOoG1TCl6EOb7N8m77s3Z2jHJ6QGbwZL?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?Bj8dQwUHw2EXnsUPBuespobyrWlFcEezJvryYtQ0AIcb2f8tUFmqMKHbyHbU?
=
 =?us-ascii?Q?3skIaQoSxII4aaWivv6TUFz2DIZejEMvDY8BqSEHFVxyrVVhS/6QqR8P7Bvb?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?XGj5BcBb56a9e8ZPEdvIhCnQqUJ1FH/ybXTboZEb7bBB13T9vryFrdj66YFI?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?
tScGOYC3QsCX96Vj/mNtMxzuCO1rfWW3X2mP9pU6hdjITQznySSYao+hbXxB?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?opjqpRBt82OS3Lfq5BLHoD6TtCEqbODV82kUI/Nz/QIkuoUcjpOvjqoJkLJe?=
 =?us-ascii?Q?lsR0ItOIOcJKQDdh?=
Content-Type: multipart/signed;

protocol="application/x-pkcs7-signature";
micalg=SHA1;
boundary="----=_NextPart_000_0008_01D9DC0E.66B71E30"

MIME-Version: 1.0
X-OriginatorOrg: sct-15-20-4755-11-msonline-outlook-5183d.templateTenant
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-AuthAs: Internal
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-AuthSource: CY5PR12MB6203.namprd12.prod.outlook.com
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-Network-Message-Id: 83e587d9-99ad-4df5-9017-
08dbaa4711a0
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-originalarrivaltime: 31 Aug 2023 17:24:01.7619
 (UTC)
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-fromentityheader: Hosted
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-id: 84df9e7f-e9f6-40af-b435-aaaaaaaaaaaa
X-MS-Exchange-Transport-CrossTenantHeadersStamped: IA0PR12MB7751

------=_NextPart_000_0008_01D9DC0E.66B71E30
Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

boundary="----=_NextPart_001_0009_01D9DC0E.66B71E30"

------=_NextPart_001_0009_01D9DC0E.66B71E30
Content-Type: text/plain;

charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I understand that the Boards and Commissions Review Committee is calling for
public input on the proposed recommendations to reform Iowa's boards and
commissions and that the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (ICVS) has
been proposed for elimination.  Please ensure the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is; its elimination would
have devastating impacts on the nonprofit community, communities, and
individuals, across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will be out of compliance with
<https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NxCp29q_mMjYfWyqWKFdlL7U4op_FhUpFILuHMi
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Yb0U/edit?usp=sharing> federal statute required to receive its formula
AmeriCorps State funding and will not have a mechanism to propose additional
programs for AmeriCorps competitive funding. In May 2023, the ICVS
<https://volunteer.iowa.gov/press-release/2023-05-30/volunteer-iowa-awards-1
17-million-state-americorps-programs> announced 21 grants it awarded to new
and continuing AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in
federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education Awards for a total of
$14.3 million in federal funding; this figure does not include the local
private matching funds that are leveraged by each program.

The devastation of the elimination of ICVS would also be felt by the
hundreds of individuals who join as AmeriCorps members every year to give
back and make a difference to their communities and the individuals who
benefit from the AmeriCorps members' service.

The elimination of ICVS would result in the loss of not only $14.3 million
in AmeriCorps funding to local nonprofits and public entities, but it would
also result in the loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service including but not limited to the Volunteer
Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA, and RSVP. The
Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through
MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and
federal funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community
needs including but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for
reading and math, building low-income housing, responding to local
disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs reach every
county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the
continued funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps
State funding and countless other organizations supported by the commission
to meet critical community needs across the state of Iowa.
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------=_NextPart_001_0009_01D9DC0E.66B71E30
Content-Type: text/html;

charset="us-ascii"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<html xmlns:v=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:vml" =
xmlns:o=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" =
xmlns:w=3D"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:word" =
xmlns:m=3D"http://schemas.microsoft.com/office/2004/12/omml" =
xmlns=3D"http://www.w3.org/TR/REC-html40"><head><meta =
http-equiv=3DContent-Type content=3D"text/html; =
charset=3Dus-ascii"><meta name=3DGenerator content=3D"Microsoft Word 15 =
(filtered medium)"><style><!--
/* Font Definitions */
@font-face

{font-family:"Cambria Math";
panose-1:2 4 5 3 5 4 6 3 2 4;}

@font-face
{font-family:Calibri;
panose-1:2 15 5 2 2 2 4 3 2 4;}

@font-face
{font-family:Cambria;
panose-1:2 4 5 3 5 4 6 3 2 4;}

/* Style Definitions */
p.MsoNormal, li.MsoNormal, div.MsoNormal

{margin:0in;
font-size:11.0pt;
font-family:"Calibri",sans-serif;
mso-ligatures:standardcontextual;}

a:link, span.MsoHyperlink
{mso-style-priority:99;
color:#0563C1;
text-decoration:underline;}

span.EmailStyle17
{mso-style-type:personal-compose;
font-family:"Cambria",serif;
color:windowtext;}

.MsoChpDefault
{mso-style-type:export-only;
font-family:"Calibri",sans-serif;}

@page WordSection1
{size:8.5in 11.0in;
margin:1.0in 1.0in 1.0in 1.0in;}

div.WordSection1
{page:WordSection1;}

--></style><!--[if gte mso 9]><xml>
<o:shapedefaults v:ext=3D"edit" spidmax=3D"1026" />
</xml><![endif]--><!--[if gte mso 9]><xml>
<o:shapelayout v:ext=3D"edit">
<o:idmap v:ext=3D"edit" data=3D"1" />
</o:shapelayout></xml><![endif]--></head><body lang=3DEN-US =
link=3D"#0563C1" vlink=3D"#954F72" style=3D'word-wrap:break-word'><div =
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class=3DWordSection1><p style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'>I =
understand that the Boards and Commissions Review Committee is calling =
for public input on the proposed recommendations to reform Iowa&#8217;s =
boards and commissions and that the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service =
(ICVS) has been proposed for elimination.&nbsp; Please ensure the Iowa =
Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is; its =
elimination would have devastating impacts on the nonprofit community, =
communities, and individuals, across the state of Iowa.</span><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p></o:p></span></p><p =
class=3DMsoNormal><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></span></p><p =
style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'>Withou=
t a commission board, the state of Iowa will be out of compliance with =
</span><span style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><a =
href=3D"https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NxCp29q_mMjYfWyqWKFdlL7U4op_F=
hUpFILuHMiYb0U/edit?usp=3Dsharing"><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;color:#1155CC'>federal =
statute</span></a></span><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'> =
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding and will not =
have a mechanism to propose additional programs for AmeriCorps =
competitive funding. In May 2023, the ICVS </span><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><a =
href=3D"https://volunteer.iowa.gov/press-release/2023-05-30/volunteer-iow=
a-awards-117-million-state-americorps-programs"><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;color:#1155CC'>announced 21 =
grants</span></a></span><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'> it =
awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling =
$9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education =
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding; this figure does =
not include the local private matching funds that are leveraged by each =
program. <o:p></o:p></span></p><p style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'><o:p>&=
nbsp;</o:p></span></p><p style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'>The =
devastation of the elimination of ICVS would also be felt by the =
hundreds of individuals who join as AmeriCorps members every year to =
give back and make a difference to their communities and the individuals =
who benefit from the AmeriCorps members&#8217; service. =
<o:p></o:p></span></p><p style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'><o:p>&=
nbsp;</o:p></span></p><p style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'>The =
elimination of ICVS would result in the loss of not only $14.3 million =
in AmeriCorps funding to local nonprofits and public entities, but it =
would also result in the loss of other federal funds administered by the =
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including but not limited to the =
Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA, and =
RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring =
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programs through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible =
for various state and federal funding =
opportunities.<o:p></o:p></span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></span></p><p =
style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'>The =
programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community =
needs including but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for =
reading and math, building low-income housing, responding to local =
disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs reach =
every county in the state.&nbsp;</span><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p></o:p></span></p><p =
style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></span></p><p =
style=3D'margin:0in'><span =
style=3D'font-size:13.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif;color:black'>Please=
 retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the =
continued funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on =
AmeriCorps State funding <span style=3D'background:white'>and countless =
other organizations supported by the commission</span> to meet critical =
community needs across the state of Iowa.&nbsp;</span><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p></o:p></span></p><p =
class=3DMsoNormal><span =
style=3D'font-size:12.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p><=
/span></p><p class=3DMsoNormal><span =
style=3D'font-size:12.0pt;font-family:"Cambria",serif'>Tina =
Dunphy</span><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p></o:p></span></p><p =
class=3DMsoNormal><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></span></p><p =
class=3DMsoNormal><span =
style=3D'font-family:"Cambria",serif'><o:p>&nbsp;</o:p></span></p></div><=
/body></html>
------=_NextPart_001_0009_01D9DC0E.66B71E30--

------=_NextPart_000_0008_01D9DC0E.66B71E30
Content-Type: application/pkcs7-signature;

name="smime.p7s"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64
Content-Disposition: attachment;

filename="smime.p7s"

MIAGCSqGSIb3DQEHAqCAMIACAQExCzAJBgUrDgMCGgUAMIAGCSqGSIb3DQEHAQAAoI
IOGDCCA5Yw
ggJ+oAMCAQICEAuTHDrWOWfqZyO/w6+a9EswDQYJKoZIhvcNAQELBQAwZTELMAkGA1U
EBhMCVVMx
FTATBgNVBAoTDERpZ2lDZXJ0IEluYzEZMBcGA1UECxMQd3d3LmRpZ2ljZXJ0LmNvbTEkM
CIGA1UE
AxMbRGlnaUNlcnQgQXNzdXJlZCBJRCBSb290IEcyMB4XDTEzMDgwMTEyMDAwMFoXDTM
4MDExNTEy
MDAwMFowZTELMAkGA1UEBhMCVVMxFTATBgNVBAoTDERpZ2lDZXJ0IEluYzEZMBcGA1
UECxMQd3d3
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LmRpZ2ljZXJ0LmNvbTEkMCIGA1UEAxMbRGlnaUNlcnQgQXNzdXJlZCBJRCBSb290IEcyMII
BIjAN
BgkqhkiG9w0BAQEFAAOCAQ8AMIIBCgKCAQEA2ecoL1I/NnJJiJM08/hqHjFUgJ+tVEG1R9+
WqNSv
gC25Cs91/YmlfST64yIMK7yVFwszvxlNQQaQAL0MTRD+B7XnHG4iVTFll73TF9IeYvPb6mxQj
D+E
DJbPt8sD4MptoRRMG4nd7QCwUnyvkWyxOBPR6RIIwACwHCsR2ndwNpuuznmH3IJw5gl0c
FVpr6No
n7/dtnmz8p1wKVX0q/+VYfPJQG8d0b6Tu9OIKrudv3JaVnE7P9Tz0Qr+KO+j7tmZrwPTj2C38p
Kh
sb2JiR8wzcOmLmIzrhYCd0Ra54EKPKdELnm4PwS8XKCH4RuvUY7N7Cz6+P5t8Dp8qovkZ5
UxjQID
AQABo0IwQDAPBgNVHRMBAf8EBTADAQH/MA4GA1UdDwEB/wQEAwIBhjAdBgNVHQ4EFg
QUzsNKuZlV
8rjbYL+pfr1WtZc2p9YwDQYJKoZIhvcNAQELBQADggEBAMqlVYzjyEFuaSendRHvPIY2b9Kdx
ng4
HWmWopJpLjhsm30E1ImlsTE3iskhzKtszYscmta/SNIyZsGKwPMvOu/A49SRhtFQ4wPbc3dvSj
lT
7d4mx7V9rytC0XVi40orAsdQS+Bp4pZsDkRmEESPrQXr+HmsphvoNzSdU8lhqqJSr0pwFobC
Osix
E3A22M/u9Ao01VtM/QecorrZAXJc803B3Q6xHA3EY76t9BT7ieyiQQ5MzMhXQNBuA6rNDI6J
mZls
8Dwwrzjfb7yjvikgJ6t0/xMieN6XUlUeg7VUIAPursBPVt43zMN/qgQnu9N3uGLbF3ycKCITc2zP
JvWKKecwggUXMIID/6ADAgECAhAKzc6F1m0HY/XKHXRzo9RtMA0GCSqGSIb3DQEBCwU
AMGoxCzAJ
BgNVBAYTAlVTMRUwEwYDVQQKEwxEaWdpQ2VydCBJbmMxGTAXBgNVBAsTEHd3dy5ka
WdpY2VydC5j
b20xKTAnBgNVBAMTIERpZ2lDZXJ0IEFzc3VyZWQgSUQgQ2xpZW50IENBIEcyMB4XDTIzM
DgxMzAw
MDAwMFoXDTI1MDgxMzIzNTk1OVowPjEaMBgGA1UEAwwRdGR1bnBoeTk5QG1zbi5jb20xI
DAeBgkq
hkiG9w0BCQEWEXRkdW5waHk5OUBtc24uY29tMIIBIjANBgkqhkiG9w0BAQEFAAOCAQ8AM
IIBCgKC
AQEApW0Uz3cwgJiKOkCoZdBCV1sEpteKPChwPt8js1D6jY2p1x8ugM6xYAEaCQto7UhT5tM
R2m4a
fxYSsKwEvWOsWOjg8ZS1yHsEAlziBoaCde1enB17vOz2dJE4hma45dWyHPYapcct7Noaueqo
X9WL
DURJt46CRQQQZKD5Hsm+x1w5epwVUaM8IXY09ph2NqZx1A7KN1vim36LsUOWSQUfqiyG/
/dKXQk/
We0+ZKgmyjwwXzh8G5UpA7NA0C0J6mnUjbywHuB9Dw1iczVkanFH8rBu2x77IM7Jil7KpHSi
PyTg
lHoqK+/ocNRBH8Z1Wq+5Kr84rGFSIyIwmwIT2vlAFwIDAQABo4IB4zCCAd8wHwYDVR0jBBg
wFoAU
pWIgUNy7W1eXrSOPNeJUbKl++U4wHQYDVR0OBBYEFN0nZQ7S4V0J0vh8pOd6iNHIg4Ac
MBwGA1Ud
EQQVMBOBEXRkdW5waHk5OUBtc24uY29tMA4GA1UdDwEB/wQEAwIFoDAdBgNVHSUEFj
AUBggrBgEF
BQcDBAYIKwYBBQUHAwIwQwYDVR0gBDwwOjA4BgpghkgBhv1sBAEBMCowKAYIKwYBBQ
UHAgEWHGh0
dHBzOi8vd3d3LmRpZ2ljZXJ0LmNvbS9DUFMwgYsGA1UdHwSBgzCBgDA+oDygOoY4aHR0c
DovL2Ny
bDMuZGlnaWNlcnQuY29tL0RpZ2lDZXJ0QXNzdXJlZElEQ2xpZW50Q0FHMi5jcmwwPqA8oDq
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GOGh0
dHA6Ly9jcmw0LmRpZ2ljZXJ0LmNvbS9EaWdpQ2VydEFzc3VyZWRJRENsaWVudENBRzIuY
3JsMH0G
CCsGAQUFBwEBBHEwbzAkBggrBgEFBQcwAYYYaHR0cDovL29jc3AuZGlnaWNlcnQuY29tM
EcGCCsG
AQUFBzAChjtodHRwOi8vY2FjZXJ0cy5kaWdpY2VydC5jb20vRGlnaUNlcnRBc3N1cmVkSURD
bGll
bnRDQUcyLmNydDANBgkqhkiG9w0BAQsFAAOCAQEAqHVtAupx1tQGBkZb5BpJOj0+inTV9
B86qvcE
FWx7LJjH5bS1Ly/bjbR0gvWsNh+oRpSC53UyXLYm5UIt1Bx8MQotJj3DiQgidTo4b/xtJ8KO767
s
hzWu0nZ8HrkIRxbph3A3rgoebW+9eARkdoUb55dKHi0gfljneLTH7Yl4Quz/E9U9O8xBIAgEujJ+
jvrCMELq+5YeAlgwiezRWPMy7PgRjN6v4SJ/uid8E8V8Y2OhRLQa+IBQP3pHpr88vHhPSUOi
S+qi
xcgXuWCWLLisYcUcihiVV/f6g83clJKPsdH1QUeIvuBz/3p/BwimmnTyWaTgw4XoKe3Lq3WoX
SKk
5zCCBV8wggRHoAMCAQICEA/64fMaK0M8PZrhbWQ7WIswDQYJKoZIhvcNAQELBQAwZTE
LMAkGA1UE
BhMCVVMxFTATBgNVBAoTDERpZ2lDZXJ0IEluYzEZMBcGA1UECxMQd3d3LmRpZ2ljZXJ0L
mNvbTEk
MCIGA1UEAxMbRGlnaUNlcnQgQXNzdXJlZCBJRCBSb290IEcyMB4XDTE5MDkyMzEyMjUz
MloXDTM0
MDkyMzEyMjUzMlowajELMAkGA1UEBhMCVVMxFTATBgNVBAoTDERpZ2lDZXJ0IEluYzEZ
MBcGA1UE
CxMQd3d3LmRpZ2ljZXJ0LmNvbTEpMCcGA1UEAxMgRGlnaUNlcnQgQXNzdXJlZCBJRCBDb
GllbnQg
Q0EgRzIwggEiMA0GCSqGSIb3DQEBAQUAA4IBDwAwggEKAoIBAQDqsUWtOqy8Cgb6w2/6
kPEbV33i
gPaNAONqGWyxeBmK+F3bfSRPK9zyUSDlGQ9VN5hJZ+Ev2maEueEPuRHLN6thhk/2fNlXg
Dy3hrya
E9C0ubf813lHGzLgxVoMo995InrJ7rrJzlr6SEqMTfqAR+KKNPqFIhyOuZjIzAJW/d8erGm4fZCr
x0LxwuMdru8GL+fjV452zoSUv9TYxqvroCzF3pXRTM9DuahSA6Z92kBlNIbciUNkmcsRKpVK4
Lp7
K2I/cIH1u17oQIto9MuXfaDE9ErlXihRZ0IUxJOQd36vjgTltAFNiXVta/dvVLUWwK/EaS7dOViN
htkTVVZR2GlNAgMBAAGjggIEMIICADAdBgNVHQ4EFgQUpWIgUNy7W1eXrSOPNeJUbKl++
U4wHwYD
VR0jBBgwFoAUzsNKuZlV8rjbYL+pfr1WtZc2p9YwDgYDVR0PAQH/BAQDAgGGMEwGA1UdJ
QRFMEMG
CCsGAQUFBwMCBggrBgEFBQcDBAYKKwYBBAGCNwoDBAYKKwYBBAGCNxQCAgYKKw
YBBAGCNwoDDAYJ
KoZIhvcvAQEFMBIGA1UdEwEB/wQIMAYBAf8CAQAwNAYIKwYBBQUHAQEEKDAmMCQGC
CsGAQUFBzAB
hhhodHRwOi8vb2NzcC5kaWdpY2VydC5jb20wRQYDVR0fBD4wPDA6oDigNoY0aHR0cDovL2
NybDMu
ZGlnaWNlcnQuY29tL0RpZ2lDZXJ0QXNzdXJlZElEUm9vdEcyLmNybDCBzgYDVR0gBIHGMIH
DMIHA
BgRVHSAAMIG3MCgGCCsGAQUFBwIBFhxodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaWdpY2VydC5jb20vQ1BT
MIGKBggr
BgEFBQcCAjB+DHxBbnkgdXNlIG9mIHRoaXMgQ2VydGlmaWNhdGUgY29uc3RpdHV0ZXMg
YWNjZXB0
YW5jZSBvZiB0aGUgUmVseWluZyBQYXJ0eSBBZ3JlZW1lbnQgbG9jYXRlZCBhdCBodHRwcz
ovL3d3
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dy5kaWdpY2VydC5jb20vcnBhLXVhMA0GCSqGSIb3DQEBCwUAA4IBAQB2a2wkAqNzACKkd
JHpBmKw
u9BABkQ0atdQjrnzRF4XKb92B+gTIVKFYpzzzYH6ORz62QBayyvyj12HSXYJAEhrCDWmwH2
NpY1G
icCpaSHsMI0uirhhJ+fTIInWgFD4epW3rSKEbC4QqgswJ19Wi/fX4wjH+DTFi1AvE6qLZ56yjbsO
CUo8eH3ELPlOU9W24J8g8fvMmzjbiBA74px3Sg7tlY6BAs3s9sv9SFUz5Yee8wX4xyUBai1sx3
aL
vDPrnHSba9rMFyCOrN55KuKXxJ+yp28zEvarhUrsjhiC3IP96lcGhzSzOUfvJweYDyOfruVIeesN
YvvQ7NaY2AIkx3XlMYIDwDCCA7wCAQEwfjBqMQswCQYDVQQGEwJVUzEVMBMGA1UEC
hMMRGlnaUNl
cnQgSW5jMRkwFwYDVQQLExB3d3cuZGlnaWNlcnQuY29tMSkwJwYDVQQDEyBEaWdpQ2V
ydCBBc3N1
cmVkIElEIENsaWVudCBDQSBHMgIQCs3OhdZtB2P1yh10c6PUbTAJBgUrDgMCGgUAoIICFz
AYBgkq
hkiG9w0BCQMxCwYJKoZIhvcNAQcBMBwGCSqGSIb3DQEJBTEPFw0yMzA4MzExNzIzNTla
MCMGCSqG
SIb3DQEJBDEWBBRRnEc7WNWIGmumtRvk2JGqJ1dY6DCBjgYJKwYBBAGCNxAEMYGAM
H4wajELMAkG
A1UEBhMCVVMxFTATBgNVBAoTDERpZ2lDZXJ0IEluYzEZMBcGA1UECxMQd3d3LmRpZ2lj
ZXJ0LmNv
bTEpMCcGA1UEAxMgRGlnaUNlcnQgQXNzdXJlZCBJRCBDbGllbnQgQ0EgRzICEArNzoXWb
Qdj9cod
dHOj1G0wgZAGCyqGSIb3DQEJEAILMYGAoH4wajELMAkGA1UEBhMCVVMxFTATBgNVBA
oTDERpZ2lD
ZXJ0IEluYzEZMBcGA1UECxMQd3d3LmRpZ2ljZXJ0LmNvbTEpMCcGA1UEAxMgRGlnaUNlc
nQgQXNz
dXJlZCBJRCBDbGllbnQgQ0EgRzICEArNzoXWbQdj9coddHOj1G0wgZMGCSqGSIb3DQEJDz
GBhTCB
gjALBglghkgBZQMEASowCwYJYIZIAWUDBAEWMAoGCCqGSIb3DQMHMAsGCWCGSAFlA
wQBAjAOBggq
hkiG9w0DAgICAIAwDQYIKoZIhvcNAwICAUAwBwYFKw4DAhowCwYJYIZIAWUDBAIDMAsG
CWCGSAFl
AwQCAjALBglghkgBZQMEAgEwDQYJKoZIhvcNAQEBBQAEggEAQrbWwpyUbN2n1MGpuw/
RSGVey9fa
7aKiawLDVL2DbSgjClYHhpzrAqAL2WZCrpVc0kZ9nlJly51gVgFywaWQgJndlvwkJVBJmz+JO
UG9
I10rLSuIYV3sFR/ctepEZURYv5NDcogpJ1Q9O26C52hfBxyhIvbLa47EiqnFeOxNj2RUzaD78tn
G
JYyGYcFXa2doxzWr35QIlwro1Oz4b+Ji39cS9zTVhYTMaLJhDUcUcM0guLpnnSB9QnVtTH3W
CRfs
wxidn8TTUNKb1sotr1QZzC7FYojkzVJTFlY8vSTcqnyWUOJ672Npz6JgQjiZqUMSsU5KoCJVk
vjQ
/T9PwKFcuAAAAAAAAA==

------=_NextPart_000_0008_01D9DC0E.66B71E30--
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public hearing request for sign up

2nd request

Re: Governor's Boards and Commissions Review Committee Recommendations

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:11:20 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission of Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, but it would also result in
the loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

In Wapello County, Volunteer Iowa supports literacy tutors in local schools, volunteers working
in education, housing, and hunger, and programs to prevent child abuse. At United Way this
year, this support allowed us to engage over 1000 volunteers who served over 9000 hours with
local programs. Those volunteers spent 1,180 hours packaging and delivering food, provided
free tax services to 653 low-income households, and worked with 145 elementary students.

The loss of these programs would be devastating to the local nonprofit community.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:26:47 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you for your consideration,

Public
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to
operate as is.

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

In the past, I've helped to lead organizations that benefit from accessing AmeriCorps support.
This helped us to stretch our limited capacity to develop new ways to serve our constituents.
Additionally, the Commission helps to ensure that Iowa stays in the Top five states for
volunteerism. We've reached the peak, stopping investment now would be unwise and
undermind decades of success.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 16:18:59 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

.com

Page 95 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

I join other Iowa residents and concerned individuals in asking you to please ensure the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is. The Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for elimination which
would create an unintentional and devastating impact on the nonprofit community across the
state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

In service to our Iowa communities and residents,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 16:24:43 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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The Quad Cities Community Foundation office will begin our Summer Hours starting May 26,
2023; they will be Monday – Thursday 8am – 4:30pm and Friday 8am – 12pm.

The Quad Cities Community Foundation champions generosity. It is the place where generous
people in the bi-state region make both lifetime and estate gifts of all sizes to support the long-
term needs and opportunities of their community, and the specific organizations and causes
most meaningful to them.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination, which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with the federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa, totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service,
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa which makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs, including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

In Wapello County, Volunteer Iowa supports literacy tutors in local schools, volunteers working
in education, housing, and hunger, and programs to prevent child abuse. At United Way this
year, this support allowed us to engage over 1,000 volunteers who served over 9,000 hours
with local programs. Those volunteers spent 1,180 hours packaging and delivering food,
provided free tax services to 653 low-income households, and worked with 145 elementary
students.

The loss of these programs would be devastating to the local nonprofit community.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 16:24:48 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Support of Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination, which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with the federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa, totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service,
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa which makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs, including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Regards,

 

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 16:24:54 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Support Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination, which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with the federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa, totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service,
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa which makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs, including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

In Wapello County, Volunteer Iowa supports literacy tutors in local schools, volunteers working
in education, housing, and hunger, and programs to prevent child abuse. At United Way this
year, this support allowed us to engage over 1,000 volunteers who served over 9,000 hours
with local programs. Those volunteers spent 1,180 hours packaging and delivering food,
provided free tax services to 653 low-income households, and worked with 145 elementary
students.

The loss of these programs would be devastating to the local nonprofit community.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 16:26:59 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Urgent Need to Ensure Volunteer Iowa continues

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 16:27:18 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Concern

Hello,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Being a pastor in rural Iowa and also serving as a commissioner for Volunteer Iowa, I have
personally seen the impact made. With continued cuts to social assistance programs and an
emphasis to utilize nonprofits eliminating this commission would have lasting and significant
impacts to our communities and the least of these who rely on the generous volunteers and
needed programs.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 19:04:31 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you in advance for keeping this commission and supporting Iowans.

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         
                         

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa

Iowa Friends,

I'm , Waterloo West High 1961.

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as it
now does.

The Leighty Foundation was founded in Waterloo in 1985 by my father, H.D. "Ike" Leighty, a
successful entrepreneur, small business founder and owner, and loyal Republican.

The Foundation has granted several million dollars to nonprofit organizations, in Iowa and
worldwide.

I am one of seven directors of the Foundation.

One of our salient programs is Strategic Volunteer Engagement, which is nationally recognized
for its innovation and influence.

See:   www.LeightyFoundation.org

We fund The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa), among other
nonprofits.

Via some mistaken impression, The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 20:29:46 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for elimination.

1.  This would create an unintentional and devastating impact on the nonprofit community
across the state of Iowa:

* Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal
statute required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding.
* In May 2023, the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it
awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in
federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal
funding, not including the local private matching funds.
* The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of:

* $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities,
* Other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including
but not limited to:

* The Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
* VISTA
* RSVP.

* The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR
Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal funding
opportunities.

2.  The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please correct this mistake.  Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to
ensure the continued funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State
funding and countless other organizations supported by the Commission to meet critical
community needs across the state of Iowa.

Thank you for your consideration.

         

Page 109 of 564



Page 110 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To Whom It May Concern:

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The board works tirelessly to serve Iowans and to help organizations serve their communities.
Without this board, the work that is so important to improving lives of people in so many
situations will not receive the support it needs.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 20:30:18 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Thank you.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 21:59:41 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board

Hello,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 07:28:19 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 114 of 564



across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,

The Quad Cities Community Foundation champions generosity. It is the place where generous
people in the bi-state region make both lifetime and estate gifts of all sizes to support the long-
term needs and opportunities of their community, and the specific organizations and causes
most meaningful to them.

From Memorial Day through Labor Day, QCCF will enjoy Summer hours and close on Fridays
at noon. Thank you!
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Good morning,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:24:25 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Support Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

In the Quad Cities, we have faced several major disasters in the last several years. At the
Quad Cities Community Foundation, we provide grant support for disaster preparedness and
recovery, and also participate in Disaster Ready Quad Cities, our community’s coalition of
organizations that serve our community when disaster strikes. We have seen the crucial value
of Volunteer Iowa in coordinating volunteers and AmeriCorps members to respond quickly and
helpfully to these disasters. It means so much to people affected by floods, storms, and other
disasters to have someone show up to help. This is just one small example of the value of the
programs and community supports possible because of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 09:48:21 CDT
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Service.

As a personal note, I served as an AmeriCorps member in the state of Iowa earlier in my
career and it gave me the chance to serve young people and my community while growing into
my next career opportunity. I can speak personally to the value of this and other volunteer
programs only possible in Iowa due to the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Respectfully,

www.QCCommunityFoundation.org  /  #GenerosityLivesHere

Please note our summer hours – from Memorial Day through Labor Day:

Monday – Thursday 8:00-4:30

Friday 8:00-12:00
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Comment on Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please see the attached written comment from America’s Service Commissions (ASC), the
national association of the 52 Governor designated state service commissions. We are
submitting comment to recommend continuing the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
board as is.

ime Zone: CT
Need to schedule a meeting with me? Check out my Calendly link.

*Please note that the ASC team works flexibly and remotely across time zones — so while it
suits me to email now, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:03:25 CDT
Attachments:     Comment ICVS Board September 2023.pdf
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September 1, 2023 
 

Boards and Commissions Review Committee: 
 
America’s Service Commissions (ASC) is the national association of the 52 Governor designated state 

service commissions, which administer AmeriCorps funds and promote volunteering in their 

respective states and territories. We are submitting comment to recommend continuing the Iowa 
Commission on Volunteer Service board as is.  
 

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (also known as Volunteer Iowa) board should continue to 
operate as is to ensure the continued federal funding of AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa. 

Elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, as preliminarily recommended, would 

create an unintentional and devastating impact on the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa. 
 
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is one of 52 similar Governor designated state service 

commissions across the country. States are required by federal statute to have a state service 
commission board to receive the formula federal AmeriCorps State funds. Federal statute requires 

between 15-25 commissioner board members and outlines a list of 10 required members and several 
optional and ex-officio members. While an Alternative Administrative Entity is an option, it must be 

approved by the federal government and compliance with the board composition section of federal 
statute is still required. 
 

Without a state service commission (or Alternative Administrative Entity) board, the state of Iowa will 
be out of compliance with federal statute required to receive formula AmeriCorps State funds. In May 
2023, the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and 

continuing AmeriCorps State programs totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in 
Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private 
matching funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss 

of not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, but it would also result in 
the loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including 
but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grants.  
 

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including but not 

limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income housing, 

responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs reach every county 

in the state. Without the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service providing the local oversight, 
administration, and support of these funds, it is unlikely the federal government would continue to 
fund these programs at their current level through its competitive funding process. Currently 90% of 

all AmeriCorps State programs are administered through a state service commission board of 

commissioners.  
 

Comment ICVS Board September 2023.pdf for Printed Item: 62 ( Attachment 1 of 7)

Page 122 of 564

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/12638
https://volunteer.iowa.gov/press-release/2023-05-30/volunteer-iowa-awards-117-million-state-americorps-programs


 
 

 

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service has a long history of support from Iowa’s Governors, most 
notably Governor Branstad who established the commission in 1994 by Executive Order. In 2013, 
Governor Branstad published the op-ed “National Service is a No-Brainer” touting the successes of the 

Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service and its programs. In 2014, Governor Branstad, with the 
support from then Lt. Governor Reynolds, created the time-limited Governor’s Council on National 
Service to provide recommendations to spur interagency agreements between the Iowa Commission 

on Volunteer Service and other state departments, local organizations, and the private sector. 

 
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service has had tremendous bipartisan support for three decades. 
Governor Reynolds and Lt. Governor Gregg are long-standing champions of the Iowa Commission on 

Volunteer Service and regularly participate in their programs including the Governor’s Volunteer 
Awards, the Give Back Iowa Challenge, and annually recognize AmeriCorps programs during 

AmeriCorps Week. In 2017, Governor Reynolds co-authored “The case for an American year of service” 

in The Hill highlighting several of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service’s programs. 
 
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board has active and engaged commissioners, regular 

meetings in compliance with state and federal laws, and effectively and efficiently oversee the core 
functions of its programs. Commissioners add value to the mission of the Iowa Commission on 

Volunteer Service and every three years craft a state service plan with public input that helps guide 
their priorities. Commissioners use their resources and connections to leverage private dollars and 

serve as ambassadors for volunteerism in their local communities.   
 
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service does not create barriers to any workforce and has a track 

record of eliminating barriers to volunteer participation for Iowans. Please retain the Iowa 
Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure continued funding for the more than 20 
organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding to meet critical community needs across the 

state of Iowa.   
 
America’s Service Commissions is on standby to offer technical assistance regarding state service 

commission structures and board composition. Please do not hesitate to contact us with questions at 
(515) 720-5892 or rbruns@statecommissions.org. We have requested to provide verbal comment 
during the September 6 hearing and look forward to engaging further. 
 

Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             IMPORTANT!!!!!

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Our non-profit runs on volunteers, as so soooooo many other non-profits in the Cedar Rapids,
Hiawather, Iowa City corridor. We provide incredible service to the local area and to the state
of Iowa. We have utilized AmeriCorp workers for years. In doing so, many a young adult have
received ecological education in this state. Our volunteers have responded in direct service
during the flood and derecho as well as advocating for refugees locally and at the state level.
Our organization would be devastated if such funding was dropped.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:37:47 CDT
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PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to
ensure the continued funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State
funding and countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical
community needs across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             From a concerned nonprofit professional...

Hello:

I wanted to add my voice as a concerned nonprofit professional here in the state of Iowa.
Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:42:15 CDT
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countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you!

Celebrate with us!

Indian Creek Nature Center
5300 Otis Road SE
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Against the elimination of Volunteer Iowa

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

As a retired nonprofit executive and continuing volunteer and board member with a number of
nonprofit organizations, I see this proposal as careless, dangerous, and capable of permanent
damage to the health and vitality of an industry which picks up tremendous amounts of slack
created by our state's continued reduction of services to its residents. This action will
negatively impact social services, the cultural community, and educational programs in ways
which I must assume were not considered when the proposal was generated.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.
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I personally was President of the Board of Directors of a small nonprofit located in a very
underserved neighborhood in Cedar Rapids at a time when the only way it was able to stay
open for community use was through AmeriCorps staffing. The relevance and impact of this
organization as a community center and cultural outlet would have been dramatically
diminished without Americorps assistance. I have also volunteered with a Cedar Rapids
organization which produces and delivers fresh produce to those without means or access to
otherwise that, without AmeriCorps assistance, would have folded upon the untimely death of
its founder a few years ago. Today it is thriving and serving four times the residents it did at
that critical turning point.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Most sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

At Prairiewoods, we would not be able to function without our volunteers, especially our
AmeriCorps members. This summer we had three AmeriCorps volunteers, and they were
critical to keeping our land healthy and creating programming around ecological topics.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
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countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

--

Prairiewoods Franciscan Spirituality Center: A Place of Peace and Transformation
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please maintain Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

I am writing to ask that you continue to operate the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
board. The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I have benefited from their work both personally as an AmeriCorps member serving with
Community Partnerships for Prevention and professionally through my work with Prairiewoods.
We count on the service of volunteers to care for the grounds while learning about
environmentally focused work.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:54:37 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 144 of 564



across the state of Iowa.

Iowa is all about service--keep Iowa Iowa!

Prairiewoods Franciscan Spirituality Center: A Place of Peace and Transformation
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From:                
                         
                         >
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Service board

This is , Volunteer and Mentor Coordinator for the Independence Community
School District. I would like to comment on the elimination of the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service board/Volunteer Iowa.

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The services received by the Independence School District Mentoring Program, located in
Buchanan County is very important to the success of our program. Through Volunteer Iowa,
AmeriCorps and Vista staff that has made available to us through their funding have played a
big part in the success of the program over the last several years. The staff has worked with
me and updated our program handbooks, training manuals, provided technology services and
most importantly certification for our school-based Mentoring program.  If the funding is not
available we would not have the needed unification guidance for our certification. Also, when
reviewing our process at the time of re-certification it is invaluable to the program, mentors,
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students, and school staff to  know that our program is managing, safeguarding by training and
following through with background checks. As well as knowing all state-wide certified
mentoring programs are following the same process.

We also receive training throughout the year for our program coordinators to provide updates,
training and collaboration with the other certified programs. For the rural communities in Iowa
this is the support we count on for development of our programs.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

 

Three decades of commitment!

Established in 1993

--

 

Three decades of commitment!

Established in 1993
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             RETAIN THE IOWA COMMISSION ON VOLUNTEER SERVICE

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds.

The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not
only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, but it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Iowa is recognized across the country as a leader in volunteerism. Governor Bob Ray created
the Iowa Office on Volunteerism in 1978, now known as Volunteer Iowa. In 1994, Governor
Terry Branstad established the Commission “to assist in the development and implementation
of a comprehensive, statewide plan for promoting volunteer involvement and citizen
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participation in Iowa, as well as serve as the state’s liaison to national and state organizations
which support the Commission’s mission.”

I proudly served on this Commission for 6 years and worked alongside hundreds of wonderful
Iowans from across the state to support Volunteer Iowa’s programs and initiatives. I also had
the privilege of hosting the Iowa Governor’s Volunteer Awards for 20 years so witnessed
firsthand the wide ranging and critical impact being made by non-profits across the state
because of the support of the Commission. Consolidating this work within another agency, that
is not focused on the same outcomes for our non-profit community, would dramatically diminish
its impact and would jeopardize millions in federal funding.

It is vital that we retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the
continued funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding
and countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community
needs across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state. We at Prairiewoods truly value the benefits of volunteer service
programs and cannot function without them. These programs serve as career gateways and
training for our future workforce as well as enrich the quality of life of our community.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 11:51:27 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Receiving these dollars in the Dubuque is imperative to the foundation of supporting nearly
$500,000 worth of volunteerism each year, saving our nonprofits the resources they require to
operate quality programming necessary for our community.  Please reach out with any
questions you may have.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 12:14:00 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comments

As a nonprofit serving the uninsured in Eastern Iowa, the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service has been so valuable to us as an organization.

Since our patients do not have Medicaid, we cannot bill for any services.  Americorps
volunteers placed by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service helped us immensely when
we could not find staff.  In addition, it has helped these volunteers gain valuable experience.
Over the past three years His Hands has had 5 placements.  Without them, it would have been
very difficult to weather the changing economic climate.

Please reconsider cutting this board.  Perhaps it could be merged with another entity.

THANK YOU!

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 12:35:17 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Continue the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board as is

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I have worked with over 30 nonprofit and government organization in Story County that have
benefitted from the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service resources including Americorps
funding and certification as Service Enterprises to better engage volunteers. I personally have
seen this Commission's resources and people save Iowan's huge amount of money and
improve quality of life in many ways.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 13:21:08 CDT
Attachments:
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To whom it may concern,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after-school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Numerous organizations in the Cedar Rapids area benefit from the work of Americorps
volunteers, helping to ensure food access, integrate immigrants into the workforce, fight
homelessness, and many other invaluable initiatives that help strengthen Iowa.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 13:24:35 CDT
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Request to speak at 9/6 public hearing

Good afternoon,

My name is . I am writing to ask for the opportunity to be a registered speaker
for the public input hearing on the BCRC's initial recommendations, which I understand is
taking place at the Capitol Building at 12pm on September 6th. I represent only my own
personal views on the proposal and do not speak on behalf of any organization or interest
group.

I have served 3 terms of AmeriCorps service, including a 2 year engagement as a VISTA
Leader which was why I moved to Iowa. Volunteer service and the unfettered generosity I've
come to associate with the people of Iowa are why I and countless colleagues fell in love with
this state, and I believe my unique experience makes me particularly qualified to speak to the
value of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service and several other entities whose futures
are being called into question under the proposals in question.

It would be an immense honor to share my perspective with this Committee and the many
people who are closely watching the development and review of these recommendations. At
your earliest convenience, please confirm whether I've been accepted as a speaker or if I need
to elaborate on my qualifications to speak on this subject in order to meet the standard for
selection. If I am not selected as a speaker, I would greatly appreciate the opportunity to send
my complete opinion on the matter via a subsequent email and have every intention of doing
so.

I sincerely appreciate your time and open-mindedness in reading this message. The decision
before us is something that I hope all involved consider with the utmost care.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 14:10:16 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Protect the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Hello,

I am writing to ask that you please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board
continues to operate as is. The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is
preliminarily recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating
impact on the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I work with Table to Table, a local food rescue non-profit in Johnson County. Seven of the 10

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 15:00:26 CDT
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AmeriCorps members who have served at Table to Table since the summer of 2020 have been
facilitated by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service. Our access to this program has had
significant economic impacts for our community. Through these service members, 2.2 million
dollars worth of food has gone to Iowans instead of being wasted. Without their support we
would not have had the capacity to seek new food donations during supply chain disruption,
develop our gleaning and local foods program, and train and recruit new volunteers. Our state
needs the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service to continue to support critical economic
development and community action throughout the state. Any short term cost savings from
eliminating this commission will have far-reaching negative impacts on the health and
economic strength of communities across Iowa.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I have personally seen the impact that RSVP has had on our community in the Cedar Valley.
They are providing free tax preparation services to make sure everyone, especially low-income
individuals, are paying the correct amount of taxes or receiving a tax refund that can be very
beneficial to meeting their needs. I have seen children’s reading scores improve throughout the
school year to get them back on track to the appropriate reading levels through our local
Reading Buddies programs. And I know that we have volunteers on stand-by to help our

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 15:05:06 CDT
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community in times of disaster. These volunteers are providing services that then do not need
to be paid for by local, state, or federal dollars to help meet needs in the community. So while
there are funds that need to go into running these programs, I believe the return on investment
is huge for the Cedar Valley and for the entire State of Iowa.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,

www.cf-communityfoundation.org

Pronouns: she, hers

Office Hours: Tue 9a-4:30p, Wed 9a-2p, Thurs 10a-4:30p

Confirmed in compliance with National Standards for U.S. Community Foundations.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Request to speak Sept 6th

Good afternoon,
I would like to speak on behalf of YSS, a youth-serving nonprofit in central and northern Iowa.
Our mission is to create hope and opportunity by putting kids first and we have programs
impacted by these changes across the children’s behavioral health system, homelessness,
mentoring, and more. We are not opposed to updates to the Boards and Commissions in
general, and we appreciate the opportunity to offer our perspective on ways to serve youth in
Iowa.

Do you have a slot left such that I could make public comments?

Thank you again for the opportunity to participate in this important review process.

 | W: www.yss.org

Connect with us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 15:14:34 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Reconsider Board Elimination

Eliminating the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board would be decidedly short-
sighted.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state. Please don't eliminate this Board.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 16:28:06 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         >
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please PRESERVE Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds.

I volunteer weekly at the local CommUnity Food Bank here in Iowa City. AmeriCorps
participants are vital to this program.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 16:49:16 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Feedback on the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee

Dear Governor Reynolds:

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 17:15:05 CDT
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Sincerely,

Page 177 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service proposed elimination

ARE YOU KIDDING ME?!?

Last year Governor Reynolds shook my hand and congratulated me for 15 years of
volunteering for Table to Table in Iowa City.   I was so impressed with how the state seemed to
value its volunteers.

The volunteering I do is essential to me for my feeling of self worth and more importantly to the
needs of this community.  The Americorps Volunteers that I work with are critical to keeping the
Iowa City food pantry (CommUnity) and the organizations that fuel it (Table to Table) going.

We need the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service to continue what it has been doing so we
can have these valuable Americorps Volunteers coming to Iowa.

The Americorps experience is extremely valuable to these young people.

If you eliminate the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service you are sending a terrible message
to the world about Iowa.

Thank you for your consideration.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 17:32:17 CDT
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 17:42:15 CDT
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Iowa City
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Hello,

As an annual financial supporter of Table to Table I write the following request…

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 18:29:46 CDT
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Thank you.

Sincerely,

,

Sent from my iPhone
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment: SIYAC Committee Meeting Wednesday, September 6th

I would like to sign up to speak on behalf of SIYAC as a member at the Committee meeting on
Wednesday, September 6th at noon.

Thank you,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 18:33:13 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public comment registration Wednesday, Sept. 6 Hearing On SIYAC Speaking

Hello!

My name is  and I am one of the youth SIYAC representatives requesting to speak
Wednesday, September 6th at the Iowa State Capitol on the issue of recommendations to
SIYAC to merge with another adult committee within the department of Health and Human
Services.

I would like to register to speak on behalf of SIYAC and as an individual on the issue.

Thank you,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 19:03:11 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Save Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service!

To Whom It May Concern,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 20:58:56 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I support the general consolidation of overlapping or bloated boards and commissions as the
state works to become more efficient and effective.

However, I would like to object most clearly to the proposed elimination of the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service and related projects like Volunteer Iowa.

You probably will receive several emails with the following prepared statement, but I would like
to add my own thoughts to these below. Feel free to skip what you've already read from the
consortium of nonprofits in Iowa impacted by this potential hammer, and read my personal
reasons below this paragraph:

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

I agree with the above information.  I have co-sponsored 9/11 Day activities, have worked with
county emergency agencies multiple times on disaster relief, have collaborated with the Red
Cross on installing thousands of smoke alarms in Iowan homes, serve as a board treasurer for
a community foundation, help organize blood drives, rally volunteers for various events, and
more.  I have direct and regular connection with nonprofits who work tirelessly all year to serve
the most vulnerable, but also to improve our communities through the arts and other programs.
I am NOT employed by any nonprofit.  I work strictly as a volunteer and encourage others to
volunteer.  I am a recipient of a governor's volunteer award.  I am therefore reasonably
qualified to speak to this matter.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 23:30:35 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Iowa has one of the highest volunteer rates in the country, and that comes partly from our state
government taking volunteerism seriously.  To get rid of a state board devoted to volunteerism,
to risk the loss of important funds and access to steady Americorps volunteers, and to push the
concept of volunteering from the state radar would invariably hurt far more than the nonprofits
who need the funding, access, and recognition that could be lost. It could hurt faith-based
groups who support nonprofits or who engage in volunteerism.  It will hurt the vulnerable.  It
could reduce volunteerism in the state, which I believe would harm social cohesion and mutual
understanding.

I personally think the commission needs to be revised, restaffed, and restarted.  But it certainly
should NOT be eliminated.  I would welcome a chance to share ideas on reforming the
commission, if that would have any value, but I mostly want to write to urge you to reconsider
getting rid of a valuable part of our state government.

Thank you for your consideration,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in Iowa.

In Johnson County, Table to Table rescues millions of pounds of food that would otherwise be
thrown away and redistributes it to neighbors. Our program depends on AmeriCorps volunteers
to achieve this mission, and those volunteers are provided through Volunteer Iowa.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 07:54:10 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Thank you,

Table to Table

Sent from my iPhone
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To whom it may concern,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I worked at Volunteer Iowa a few years ago and in my time there learned just how much of an
impact their work and coordination has for our communities. Losing ICVS would have a major
and lasting impact across the State.

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 10:05:27 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:

To Whom It May Concern,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate. The
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for
elimination, which would have a negative impact on the nonprofit community across the state.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards, for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service..

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of important community needs
including, but not limited to, after-school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building
low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These
programs reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and other
organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs across the state
of Iowa.

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 11:47:38 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I cannot believe you would want to pass on the funding for these programs vital to Iowans. But,
sadly, seeing what has already happened in Iowa these last few years, nothing is beyond belief
when it comes to the current lawmakers’ war on the poor, the hungry, and so many others who
have been victimized.

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 13:28:56 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa

To Whom It My Concern,

My name is . I was an Americorps member for Volunteer Iowa in 2015. I am
writing because I was recently advised that Volunteer Iowa is in danger of elimination.

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 17:33:08 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa

Thank you for your time.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To whom it may concern,
My name is and I am a founder of a Des Moines based non-profit, a city council
member, and a past Commissioner for the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service. I currently
work in the nonprofit sphere as a consultant to many organizations that survive with the service
of AmeriCorps members.
The nonprofit I founded got established with the help of an AmeriCorps program, which helped
us leverage over $500k to engage young people in the community. While this helped our
nonprofit become sustainable, it also allowed us to mentor young people, who have went on to
do great work in our community.
While there are challenges to AmeriCorps implementation, this is a federal program that we
desperately need in our state, particularly at a time when state funding for proactive services
and supports for young people and our communities are quickly disappearing.
I urge you to understand why Boards and Commissions exist and understand the impact of
removing such entities. I strong urge you to keep the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
intact.

Sincerely,

Urbandale City Council

Date:                 Sun Sep 03 2023 11:16:12 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board...

Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with the federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

More than half of the 13 AmeriCorps members who have served at Table to Table since the
summer of 2020 have been facilitated by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, which is
now proposed for elimination based on the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee’
s preliminary recommendations for restructuring.

Date:                 Sun Sep 03 2023 14:01:48 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Our access to this program has had significant economic impacts for our community. Through
these service members, 2.2 million dollars worth of food has gone to Iowans instead of being
wasted. Without their support we would not have had the capacity to seek new food donations
during supply chain disruption, develop our gleaning and local foods program, train and recruit
volunteers, and secure additional grant funding that directly supported increased food recovery
capacity.  Any short term cost savings from eliminating this commission will have far-reaching
negative impacts on the health and economic strength of communities across Iowa.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,     
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

On August 29, the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee released its preliminary
recommendations to reform Iowa’s board and commissions. As part of the recommendations,
the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is proposed for elimination.

Per federal statute, states are required to have a board of commissioners to receive formula
AmeriCorps State funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board
will jeopardize the federal funding for all the programs currently administered by the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service. Eliminating the commission would have a devasting impact
on Iowa’s nonprofit community.

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Sun Sep 03 2023 14:08:39 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comment

To whom it may concern,
Do not change anything about the Deaf Services Commission of Iowa, nor the
Interpreter/Transliterator Licensure Board.
- , long time Iowa Resident and Iowa worker.

Date:                 Sun Sep 03 2023 19:49:47 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deaf Services Commission of Iowa

To whom it may concern,

Please keep the Deaf Services Commission of Iowa and the Interpreter/Transliterator
Licensure Board

Thank you,

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 06:10:05 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 203 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Commission on Volunteer Service

-Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 08:08:31 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and commission review

Hello,

I am a student at Scott community College in bettendorf. I am about to graduate to become a
licensed interpreter for the Deaf. If the Deaf services or board of licensure for interpretators is
affected by this I will lose almost everything I've been working towards. Please please do not
cut these boards.

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 08:15:25 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Preserve the Deaf Services Commission of Iowa and the Board of Licensure
for Sign Language Interpreters and Transliterators

I write to urge the State of Iowa to preserve its governmental agencies that serve deaf people
in Iowa.

As a rabbi, I see issues through a theological lens. Deaf and Hard of Hearing people are in fact
people, equally created in the image of God. Our scriptures, including the Holiness Code,
exhort us to offer special protections as needed to people who are Deaf. We need the
Commission to ensure that our government is always mindful of the special needs of those wo
are deaf or hard of hearing, and we need the Board of Licensure to ensure that those who
provide interpreting services are competent and ethical in providing these essential services for
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing to interact with the hearing world. God forbid that we should
make Iowa a state that cannot provide a suitable home for families with members who are
deaf!

But one need not look at this through religious eyes to see that providing services that allow
Deaf and Hard of Hearing people to educate themselves to their greatest capacity and to
interact with the hearing world well is simply the right thing to do, both morally and practically.
Why should we be so cruel as to cut off Deaf people from the rest of our Iowan people? Why
would we be so shortsighted as to waste the intelligence and talents and skills of passions of
those Iowans who are deaf or hard of hearing?

Please, please, preserve the Deaf Services and Commission and the Board of Licensure for
Sign Language Interpreters and Transliterators.

Thank you for your consideration.

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 09:20:08 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Dear Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Since May 2020, I have managed a statewide AmeriCorps program partnering with local
organizations responding to the increased need due the COVID-19 pandemic. During that time,
our program has placed more than 200 AmeriCorps members at 50 organizations in 25 Iowa
communities. Members have focused on food insecurity, resource navigation, and volunteer
recruitment and management, among other pressing community needs. Collectively, these

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 11:43:45 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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members have provided more than 110,000 hours of service to support fellow Iowans. While
the effects of the pandemic have changed since the initial launch, the need for people power to
support local initiatives has not. This substantial impact would not have been possible without
the funding and programmatic support from the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Dear State of Iowa Contact, I am deeply disappointed to hear that the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer service is on the list of programs that are recommended for elimination.  Please
ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. The elimination of the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not only $14.3 million in funding to
local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the loss of other federal funds
administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including but not limited to the
Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA and RSVP. The Commission
is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR Iowa that makes local
youth programs eligible for various state and federal funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to summer programming, afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and
math, building low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to
refugees. These programs reach every county in the state and are important to creating good
citizens.  General Stanley McChrystal recently spoke about the importance of public service
(Sunday Morning Value of National Service ) and he calls for an expansion of opportunities like
AmeriCorps because these opportunities help young Americans work together to create
community and instill the value of public service.

The Grinnell community has partnered in an initiative called the Grinnell Education Partnership,
a National Campaign for Grade Level Reading project, for the last nine years.   This community
wide program focuses on ensuring that all children are reading at grade level by the third grade
which is a predictor of high school graduation.  GEP’s direct service initiatives like after school
and summer initiatives have benefitted from AmeriCorps members being placed in their
program to build capacity.  The Grinnell Education Partnership has hosted 202 AmeriCorps
members since the program began nine years ago and more than 8,000 youth have
participated in GEP activities supported by AmeriCorps members.  The AmeriCorps members
have had a profound impact on the GEP program and have served many children with literacy

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 11:47:21 CDT
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and other supports.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely, 

 - Greater Poweshiek Community Foundation

PO Box 344 (mailing address)

1510 Penrose Street (physical address)

Grinnell, Iowa 50112
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:              Registering to Speak Wednesday at 12pm

Greetings,

I am  a new member of the State of Iowa Youth Advisory Council and I would
like to register to speak at the capital on Wednesday the 6th at 12pm.

Thank You,

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 13:48:50 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteers

I am a long-time community volunteer for Table to Table, a food rescue program in Johnson
county.

Table to Table has been blessed with the help of Americorp volunteers, More than half of the
13 AmeriCorps members who have served at Table to Table since the summer of 2020 have
been facilitated by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, which is now proposed for
elimination based on the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee’s preliminary
recommendations for restructuring.

Our access to this program has had significant economic impacts for our community. Through
these service members, 2.2 million dollars worth of food has gone to Iowans instead of being
wasted. Without their support we would not have had the capacity to seek new food donations
during supply chain disruption, develop our gleaning and local foods program, train and recruit
volunteers, and secure additional grant funding that directly supported increased food recovery
capacity.

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
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not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of other critical community needs
including but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building
low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These
programs reach every county in the state, not just our county.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you.
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From:                 
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Do not eliminate the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

September 4, 2023

Governor Reynolds

Lt. Governor Gregg

Boards and Commissions Review Committee

As we celebrate the holiday to honor all who have labored throughout history to build the
United States into the world’s premier country let us not lose sight of the millions of people who
have served in myriad volunteer roles. Think about where we would be today without the
efforts of volunteers.

With this in mind please take the necessary measures to ensure the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) continues to operate as is. Eliminating it, as is being
recommended, would create a devastating impact on the nonprofit community across Iowa.
The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please note, without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be compliant with federal
statute required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing
AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in
Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local
private matching funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would
result in the loss of not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities; it
would also result in the loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of
Service grant, VISTA and RSVP.
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I have volunteered with Iowa Valley Habitat for Humanity (IVHFH) in various capacities since
1998 including six years on their board of directors (two years as president). Since 1992
IVHFH has built more than 150 houses for families who were living in substandard/poverty
housing in Johnson, Iowa, Cedar, Louisa, or Washington county. As homeowners these
families now pay property taxes and mortgages, just as traditional homeowners do. IVHFH has
also renovated dozens of houses. The first 42 houses were built entirely with volunteer labor;
the remaining 100+ houses have been built by AmeriCorps personnel and thousands of area
volunteers under the supervision of paid professional construction managers.

During my time with IVHFH I have been blessed to work with more than 35 highly qualified and
talented AmeriCorps volunteers. Without their efforts IVHFH would be significantly less
effective in its mission to eliminate poverty housing in its 5-county service area. Scott Hawes,
IVHFH’s current executive director, came to IVHFH as an AmeriCorps volunteer and has risen
through the ranks to become its leader.

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is also responsible for certifying mentoring
programs through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state
and federal funding opportunities. Today more than ever Iowa needs more (not less) people to
serve as mentors for our youth. I see this need first-hand. For thirty-two years I have served as
a big brother. I am currently a big brother to a 12-year-old who has never met his father. Five
and a half years ago when I was matched with my little brother via Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Johnson County he was an angry young man. Now as a leader at school, at church, and in
athletics he is a positive role model for his peers. More than 100 youth in Johnson County are
awaiting a mentor (big brother or big sister) because a parent or guardian took the initiative to
enroll them in the Big Brother Big Sister program. Hundreds of additional youths have similar
needs but have not yet been enrolled into a mentorship program. Please do not let mentorship
programs go unfunded.

Thank you for your attention to and consideration of my plea for retention of the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service.

Sincerely,
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Volunteer Iowa

Iowa Volunteer Hall of Fame, 2023 Inductee

Coralville
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deaf Services Commission of lowa

To whom it may concern,

Do not change anything about the Deaf Services Commission of lowa, nor the
Interpreter/Transliterator Licensure Board.

- , a supporter of deaf rights

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 15:05:56 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Preserve the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service & Provide Detail on
Other Changes

Hello,

I am writing to provide my written public comment on the report released by the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee, specifically the recommendations to eliminate the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service and to consolidate/merge the Board of Social Work.

First, I would like to say that the general nature of this committee's work and initial report
leaves many questions for Iowa citizens about what exactly is being recommended, why, and
whether or not meaningful input from the public will be considered.  The report that was
released contains no details on the proposed changes and gives little time for the public to
participate in the hearing, with short notice.  Given that some seemingly drastic changes are
being proposed, I would have hoped that the group would have taken more time to gather
broader input from the public and then provided more detail in the initial report about why each
board/commission is recommended for a change and what impact the committee expects that
would have.  I especially have concerns about the recommendation to eliminate the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service and to merge or consolidate the Board of Social Work.

In a news article that I read about the recommendations made, Kraig Paulsen was quoted as
saying that during their review, the committee applied the standards of: "Is it making an impact
for Iowans and is it doing what it's supposed to do?”  After serving in an Iowa AmeriCorps
program that was granted federal funding from the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service and
then working as a staff member for that same commission for nearly fourteen years, I can
definitively state that the commission has an incredible impact in the state and is exceeding at
doing its job, as it is supposed to do it.  The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is
responsible for distributing millions of dollars in federal AmeriCorps funding to local
government and nonprofit agencies, who then enroll AmeriCorps members in programs that
provide meaningful services to Iowans.  Organizations such as Habitat for Humanity and Iowa
Legal Aid, local governments such as the City of Davenport and City of Dubuque, and
educational institutions such as Hawkeye Community College and all three regents institutions
operate AmeriCorps programs with funding that comes through the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service.  As a part of these programs, hundreds of Iowans receive services from
AmeriCorps members, and those members in turn earn an education award that they can use
to further their skills.  The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is regularly recognized as an
outstanding commission, and its work is recognized nationally as an example for other states
to follow.  The commission was one of only a handful of state service commissions to receive
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challenge grant funding from the Schultz Family Foundation, for example, and commission
staff and board members have been asked to participate in consulting visits at other
commissions and present at national training events.  The commission's board has a key role
in directing the agency's work and the make-up of the board members is clearly outlined in
federal law.  Iowa must have a commission in order to receive certain AmeriCorps funding, so
eliminating the board would eliminate this funding, hurting both the Iowans who want to serve
their state by becoming AmeriCorps members and the community members who would benefit
from the services provided.  I see absolutely no reason to eliminate the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service and urge you to retain the commission as is.

Secondly, I ask the group to reconsider the recommendation to merge or consolidate the Board
of Social Work.  I am a licensed social worker in Iowa and therefore subject to oversight by this
board.  An important part of maintaining professional standards for social workers and other
licensed professionals is having a board that can review allegations of improper practice and
apply sanctions as needed.  It is unclear from the report what other boards are recommended
to be consolidated along with the Board of Social Work, but I would urge the committee to think
carefully about what the impact of a merged board would mean, both for the individuals asked
to serve on the merged board and for the public that counts on these boards to help govern the
practice of the professionals who provide them services.  Will members of a merged board
have the knowledge necessary to review concerns that are brought to them about various
professions?  And will such a board have a reasonable workload such that members of the
public can reasonably participate, and have the time to review materials and prepare for each
meeting?

Finally, I would like to address the recommendations the committee provided about removing
the "arbitrary" gender requirement and providing compensation for members of "critical" boards
and committees.  I don't see anything arbitrary about requiring gender balance on state boards
and commissions.  There are good reasons to ensure that both male and female perspectives
are represented on boards and commissions, just as we look for boards to be balanced by
political party.  When I worked with the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, we had trouble
recruiting male board members.  Clearly men are involved in volunteering and service, but
having the gender balance requirement ensured that their perspective was included in our
commission board.  Gender balance can make a meaningful difference, such as getting male
input on how to recruit more male mentors, because having a mentor of the same gender can
be very meaningful for young boys.  The fact that multiple boards and commissions struggle to
meet the gender balance requirement is a sign that it is still needed.  Service on boards and
commissions can also be a gateway to future public service.  We are nowhere near a 50/50
gender balance in our state legislature, maybe once that is the case then a recommendation
can be made that we no longer need this requirement.

I do support providing opportunities for commission and board members to be compensated for
their time but I would apply different criteria than what I think the committee is proposing.
When I worked for the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, our commission board wanted
to look at its own demographics and understand how they were or were not representing the
population of Iowa as a whole.  The commission board members completed an anonymous
demographic survey and over several years, found that while they were fairly representative of
the Iowa population in terms of race/ethnicity, family size, and disability status, the board
membership was significantly more educated and wealthier than the average Iowan.
Participating in a board or commission that meets during the work day and holds meetings that
may last half a day or more is something that many low-income Iowans cannot do.  While we
could reimburse commissioners for travel costs to and from the meeting, we could not pay
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commissioners for their time, and that meant that it was easier for upper income professionals
to serve than it was for lower-income individuals who may have had to take time off work in
order to participate.  Therefore, I think that compensation should be available to any
board/commission member under certain income thresholds as a way to make sure that all
Iowans can serve on boards and commissions, not just those who can afford to do so.  That
also may mean it is better to keep multiple boards whose work is broken up into smaller
categories so that the burden or participation is one that can be reasonably completed by a
volunteer on a part-time basis, instead of consolidating multiple boards such that being a board
member becomes a full time (unpaid) responsibility.

Thank you for considering these written comments.  I would love to speak publicly at the
hearing but unfortunately I am unable to take time off from my job in order to be there.  Should
any clarifications to my comments be needed, I have included my contact information below.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:

To whom it may concern,

Please do not change anything about the Deaf Services Commission of Iowa, nor the
Interpreter/Transliterator Licensure Board.

Sincerely,
 a supporter of deaf rights

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 16:39:12 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please retain Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Dear Iowa Boards & Commissions Review Committee,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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Take care,

I help organizations & individuals share their expertise & ideas
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCComments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Commission on Volunteer Service

Dear Commissioners,

As a volunteer for Table to Table in Iowa City for the past 10 years, I’ve witnessed the valuable
service of AmeriCorp workers in advancing the rescue and distribution of food to people in
need.  For this program and the many others in the State of Iowa which have benefitted from
the 14.3 million federal dollars of funding distributed throughout the state, I implore you to
continue to fund the Commission on Volunteer Service for the valuable contributions made to
many communities by access to these funds.  The needs met through this process cannot be
replaced without this support.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 18:26:43 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             volunteer programs

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination, which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with the federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa, totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service,
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa which makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs, including
but not limited to after-school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

In Wapello County, Volunteer Iowa supports literacy tutors in local schools, volunteers working
in education, housing, and hunger, and programs to prevent child abuse. At United Way this
year, this support allowed us to engage over 1,000 volunteers who served over 9,000 hours
with local programs. Those volunteers spent 1,180 hours packaging and delivering food,
provided free tax services to 653 low-income households, and worked with 145 elementary
students.

 I have had the honor to volunteer through the United Way of Wapello County for the past
several years. I have helped with the packaging and delivering food, with the Food Pantry
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garden, writing letters with 3rd grade pen pals, VITA program, Day of Caring, delivering
lunches to school children during the pandemic and several other events. These programs are
so critical to the residents of Wapello County of all ages. I cannot fathom the negative impact
the loss of these programs would create for many people. The loss would be devastating.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Page 227 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

I am a former AmeriCorps Senior Director, past president of the AmeriCorps Seniors
Professional Network, (ASPN) and Currently serve as the administrator of the ASPN
Leadership Academy. I live in Fort Dodge.

I am deeply concerned that the proposal to eliminate the board of commissioners for Volunteer
Iowa will have devastating results and will essentially close the agency and rob Iowans of the
important service provided by AmeriCorps members in our state because we will no longer
qualify for federal funding for these important programs. This loss will also impact college
students who are able to earn education awards by committing to national service.

Per federal statute, states are required to have a board of commissioners to receive formula
AmeriCorps State funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board
will jeopardize the federal funding for all the programs currently administered by the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service. Eliminating the commission is short-sighted and ill-
informed.

I strongly urge that decision makers reconsider this action in order to protect Iowa’s non-profit
community and avoid the loss of federal investment in our state.

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 20:40:45 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Keep DSCI

Hi,

We need to keep Deaf Services Commission for the State of Iowa. We have Commissioners
are working to make changes in positive ways for the Deaf Community in Iowa and for our
State. Many goals that the Commissioners are actively working on now. We need to keep them
that way to continue helping improving Deaf Community in Iowa and accessibility. Thanks!

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 21:03:30 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comments on Boards and Commissions

Hello,

My name is . I am requesting to present comments on behalf of NAMI Iowa
regarding the Iowa Children’s Behavioral Health State System Board at the meeting on
September 6. I will also submit written comments prior to the meeting.

Thank you,

 NAMI Iowa

3839 Merle Hay Road, Suite 229, Des Moines, IA 50310
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

My name is , I am a student at Upper Iowa University studying conservation
management. I worked as a paid volunteer for the Conservation Corps of Minnesota and Iowa
(CCMI) in the summer of 2022. The experience was nothing short of lifechanging for me. I
worked hard on various projects from dealing with invasive plant species to watershed
management. These vital conservation projects could not have been completed without the
help of volunteers from CCMI. I concluded my term at CCMI with greater knowledge and
technical skills to further my career in environmental stewardship, as well as the money to
continue my higher education. This experience could not have happened without AmeriCorps
funding, and by extension the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board.
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

This electronic message, including any attachments, is intended only for the use of the
individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you received this electronic communication in error,
please contact the sender immediately and destroy this electronic communication in its
entirety. Email sent to or from Upper Iowa University may be retained as required by law or
regulation. Thank you for your cooperation.
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From:                
                         n
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa commission on volunteer service board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

My community would be devastated without funding for operation threshold in my community. I
personally have used their services for car insurance to a new furnace, both of which I would
have had to go without if it wasn’t for them.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of boards and commissions

Good morning:
I serve as the vice chairperson of the Early Childhood Iowa State Board. We appreciate the
confidence of this group in maintaining our Board in its current format.

Personally I am concerned about the reduction in boards and commissions in that this greatly
reduces the voice of our citizens in our state government. Serving on a board allows everyday
Iowans an opportunity to use their voices and expertise to help better our state services. It
gives them opportunities to practice leadership and develop skills that may lead to future roles.

Perhaps a better strategy would be to “stack” these boards to report to other boards, as
subcommittees? This could reduce the numbers reporting directly to department heads while
still ensuring input from those with knowledge and experience.

The ECI State Board greatly appreciates the leadership and expertise provided by the ECI
Stakeholders Alliance, the Child Development Coordinating Council, and the State Child Care
Advisory Committee.  We must ensure their voices still can be heard and their
recommendations implemented.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 08:24:54 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:12:22 CDT
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Please Note! We have moved to our new location in the Kirkwood Linn County Regional
Center located on Boyson Road.

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/linn/
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From:                 
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

AmeriCorps service has supported local and state preparedness and response. These
individuals assist local non profit and governmental agencies. We need the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service to continue the AmeriCorps program as well as other volunteer
opportunities in our state.

Thank you for your time,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:16:11 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain AmeriCorps State Funding

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Without the support of Volunteer Iowa, our Summer Program would not be able to offer the
children in our community the safe, engaging, and affordable programming desperately needed
for our families. This past summer, 18% of our population included families on our sliding fee
scale or child care assistance. Over 10% of our children this past summer were special
needs/neurodivergent. We have become a safe, inclusive space for all children because of the
support Volunteer Iowa provides. To lose this support would be a critical loss for these children
and our program.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:19:43 CDT
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countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

LINK office:  641-888-0661

www.linkgrinnell.org
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (Volunteer Iowa)

Dear Members of the Iowa Boards and Commission Review Committee,

I am deeply disappointed to hear that the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is on the list
of programs currently recommended for elimination.  Please reconsider this recommendation,
and ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is, to
perform vital operations across our state.

Without a commission board, the State of Iowa will not be in compliance with a federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants  awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds.

The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not
only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, but it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including, but not limited to, the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA, and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa, which makes local youth programs eligible for various state and
federal funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including,
but not limited to, summer programming, afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and
math, building low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to
refugees. These programs reach every county in the state.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:24:30 CDT
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The Grinnell community has collaborated through an initiative called the Grinnell Education
Partnership (GEP), a National Campaign for Grade Level Reading project, for the last nine
years.   This community-wide program focuses on ensuring that all children are reading at
grade level by the third grade, which is a predictor of high school graduation.  GEP’s direct
service initiatives, including after school and summer initiatives, have benefitted from
AmeriCorps members being placed in their program to build capacity.  The Grinnell Education
Partnership has hosted 202 AmeriCorps members since the program began nine years ago
and more than 8,000 youth have participated in GEP activities supported by AmeriCorps
members.  The AmeriCorps members have had a profound impact on the GEP program and
have served many children through literacy and other educational and emotional supports.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you.

Kind Regards,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To whom it may concern,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

United Way of East Central Iowa (UWECI) is a recipient of these grants and promotes
volunteerism within the counties it serves of Linn, Jones, Cedar, Benton and Iowa counties.
These actions allow us to connect rural and urban Iowa with their communities, allowing for
Iowans to have a better sense of community and connection to where they live. The beauty is

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:57:28 CDT
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each county lives out this volunteering in their own unique ways that speak to the communities
they live in.

For example, the last few years UWECI has partnered with the Arc of East Central Iowa to
create opportunities for local Iowans to participate in the 9/11 Day of Service through the
federal grant. We have had exceptional support from local businesses leaving volunteers and
employers better prepared for natural and man-made disasters and feeling better about the
community they live in. In return, we have distributed 1,000’s of disaster preparedness kits to
elderly Iowans, Iowans with disabilities, and those with lower socio-economic status. While this
may seem small in scope, for those who lived through 2020, particularly the derecho that
devastated Linn County, these kits help in ways beyond measure.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

United Way of East Central Iowa

uweci.org
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa Commissioners
Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:04:44 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Keep Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Sorry about that, I hit send before getting my message in. As a former AmeriCorps VISTA in
Iowa, and someone who cares about the development of our local communities, and values
the role non-profits play in delivering critical services, please ensure the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is. The Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for elimination which would create
an unintentional and devastating impact on the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:10:19 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Congenital and Inherited Disorders Advisory Committee

To Whom it May Concern:

I am deeply concerned with the recommendation that the Congenital and Inherited Disorders
Advisory Committee be consolidated or merged. As a long-term, volunteer member of this
advisory committee, I can attest to the high level of workload this committee currently faces,
which will only continue to grow rapidly in the next few years. Consolidating or merging this
committee would decrease this committee's ability to make decisions and recommendations in
a timely manner and to be a place to hear and address the concerns of parents and families in
Iowa.

Specifically, this committee 1) listens to families and patients about their health care needs and
concerns and seeks to identify effective, meaningful, and cost-effective solutions to support
their health and to protect the health of families like them in the future, 2) makes decisions
about suitable, ethical, and reasonable research activities that will advance the health of
individuals with congenital and inherited disorders in Iowa, and 3) makes decisions about
Iowa's Newborn Screening Panel and holds the Newborn Screening Program accountable to
the people of Iowa.

Importantly, this committee, and its responsibilities, are written explicitly in Iowa code (641—
4.3(136A); https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/641.4.3.pdf). Merging or consolidating this
committee may require a revision to Iowa code.

In summary, I am opposed to the consolidation or merging of the Congenital and Inherited
Disorders Advisory Committee because doing so will decrease parent and family involvement
in decision-making, will slow down decision-making processes, and will decrease the state's
ability to support the health of its most vulnerable and youngest population.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have additional questions.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:11:27 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

September 5, 2023

Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) was preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Volunteer Iowa provides a lifeline for millions of Iowans throughout the entire state. I have
worked with Volunteer Iowa for the past 25 years in many different efforts – Service Learning,
AmeriCorps Youth Launch, RSVP of Southern Iowa, Volunteer Generation and many short
term programs. I live in Decatur County which usually ranks 99th in the per capita income but
we are a county rich in volunteers supported by Volunteer Iowa. They have given us guidance,
support, and assistance in grant writing that has brought millions of dollars into our county over
these years. As I look at all the Iowans served by Volunteer Iowa – disabled, those living in
poverty, elderly in nursing homes who can be penpals for elementary students, and individuals
from all walks of life – volunteerism gives each a reason to live and to stay in Iowa. This
organization is not comparable to other cuts suggested in the list – they serve ALL Iowans in
ways that will not happen if the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service does not exist. Iowans
would lose programs, dollars, and even the reason to live for some Iowans. As a member of
the Iowa Volunteer Hall of Fame, my efforts to support my fellow Iowans started because of
Volunteer Iowa and continue to impact many with their support and guidance.

We need the Commission on Volunteer Service and Volunteer Iowa!! Iowans need Volunteer
Iowa!!

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:13:05 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and Commissions

Hello,

It is my understanding that you plan to remove 100+ boards and commissions. This affects my
friends and loved ones who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing. I am concerned that these people
will not have the access to do their jobs anymore. Deaf people are working Iowans.

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:43:41 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         
                         

Subject:             The IMPORTANCE OF the Iowa Commission for Volunteer Service

Dear State of Iowa Contact,

I am deeply disappointed to hear that the Iowa Commission on Volunteer service is on the list
of programs that are recommended for elimination.  Please ensure the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to summer programming, afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and
math, building low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to
refugees. These programs reach every county in the state.

The Grinnell community has partnered in an initiative called the Grinnell Education Partnership,
a National Campaign for Grade Level Reading project, for the last nine years. This community
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wide program focuses on ensuring that all children are reading at grade level by the third grade
which is a predictor of high school graduation.  GEP’s direct service initiatives like after school
and summer initiatives have benefitted from AmeriCorps members being placed in their
program to build capacity. The Grinnell Education Partnership has hosted 202 AmeriCorps
members since the program began nine years ago and more than 8,000 youth have
participated in GEP activities supported by AmeriCorps members.  The AmeriCorps members
have had a profound impact on the GEP program and have served many children with literacy
and other supports.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteers - People First

Hello, I write concerning the elimination of a state board to assist with volunteer recruitment,
retention and support in Iowa.

Since 2021, I have volunteered at least twice per week at CommUnity Foodbank in Iowa City.
Americorp staff help run  that necessary place. Many volunteers have not returned since
COVID, as they are ill, taking care of grandchildren, or have other interests. By the way, most
of the people I see using the foodbank are working families and old people without resources. I
am a nurse in the community and see many people I know.

In the Iowa City area, we are lucky to have an organization called Table 2 Table. It is a
volunteer group that has grown from a man in a station wagon to a fleet of vans and volunteers
to rescue food from area groceries and bring to the Iowa
City area foodbanks and free lunch sites. Americorps workers fill many of the positions needed
to run Table 2 Table.

I have known a number of people who have been Americorp workers. They are people of
character who want to learn, give to the community, and share their talents and energy. It is an
excellent opportunity for our younger citizens. I have worked with some amazing Iowans who
work with Americorps.

Lack of funding for Americorp, RSVP and other volunteer initiatives is very short-sighted. We
have a bulging state emergency fund and there have been so many initiatives to cut state
spending - where will it end? Volunteers are the infrastructure of many communities.

Also, as a Registered Nurse I want nurses monitoring the practice of nursing. I realize that
Governor Reynolds has no idea of the education and ethics required to be a professional and
safe nurse. Please do not mess with the Board of Nursing nor the Iowa Commission Volunteer
Service Board.

You can certainly contact me at . I am a life-long Iowan but have never been
more concerned about the status of Democracy and Freedom to Flourish in our state. People
first, not corporations.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 11:25:55 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Keep the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service  Active!

We Need Your Help!

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) has been preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, transportation programs, and providing services to
refugees. These programs reach every county in the state.

In Henry County, RSVP coordinates a medical transportation program that is vital to members
of the community. In fact, two Henry County residents could have potentially passed away in
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the past year were it not for this transportation program. The program offers medical
transportation to disabled and senior individuals. Many of these individuals are shut ins that
have no other family in the area. Some rarely have others checking in on them. This year, we
had two separate incidents where a person well known to us had scheduled rides, but when
their driver arrived, there was no answer at the door. After checking in with us to ensure the
appointments had not been cancelled, we called local law enforcement for a welfare check. In
the first incident, the individual was found to be septic, nonresponsive, and near death.
Fortunately, she has made a full recovery. In the second incident, a woman with cancer was so
weak, she couldn’t even get out of bed to answer her phone or her door. The officer was able
to get her emergency services and even fed her dog for her (which was her greatest concern).

Henry County RSVP works for the greater good of Henry County by engaging those aged 55 or
better in volunteer opportunities that benefit our local youth, families, and seniors. Our
volunteers work with our local schools in literacy programs, with our local food pantry, our
conservation department, and others.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/henrycountyrsvp

Website: https://thefellowshipcup.org/rsvp/
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             KEEP the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants. The Catherine
McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake, including
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AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be able to
keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and help to
navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

--

Main: (319) 363-4993

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

1220 5th Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     

Subject:             Read 2 Lead Poweshiek County NFP couldn't do their great work w/o
Volunteer Iowa & AmeriCorps! Retain Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board!

Dear Iowa BCR Committee,

PLEASE ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service/Volunteer Iowa is the agency that provides
AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps VISTA members in our community. The AmeriCorps members in
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our community have deeply impacted the work that our organization, Read2Lead has been
able to tackle in regards to supporting Early Childhood literacy.

At Read 2 Lead, our mission is to support the language and literacy development of youth in
our community through the provision of books, programs and other supports that foster an
inquisitive mind and a love of reading. We wouldn't exist without the partnership in support we
have received from AmeriCorps and VISTA members. Given the support that we have received
through AmeriCorps over the past four years, we now have nearly 60% of the Birth to 5.0 year
old populations in our county who are registered with Dolly Parton's Imagination Library. In
2021, we launched our Raising-A-Reader program to increase parent awareness of crucial
information on the importance of reading to infants/babies along with providing them age-
appropriate books (bilingual, English-Spanish translation books too) for new parents. This
program is connected to our local Hospital Ob/Gyn, County Health Dept and clinics in our
towns to distribute this information and books - almost as a prescription for reading to your
child. We have served hundreds of children and their caregivers as a result! It's important to
note, the Raising -A- Reader program was designed, developed and supported early on
through our local AmeriCorps & VISTA members.

Again, please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations, like Read 2 Leads, supported by the commission to meet critical
community needs across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

Read2Lead
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Good afternoon,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.
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The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

--

Main: (319) 363-4993

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

1220 5th Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
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develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

Main: (319) 363-4993 | 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

1220 5th Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Concerning Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To whom it may concern,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Greetings,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

RedTails LEAD AmeriCorps at Hawkeye Community College creates a network of support for
underserved students and the Waterloo community by providing direct service, serving as
mentors, and increasing access to academic and social support. Through these actions we are
able to increase student persistence and success, as well as transform the lives of over 5,000
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individuals a year. \

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you for your consideration,

Hawkeye Community College
Hawkeye Center, Suite 114A

1501 East Orange Rd., P.O. Box 8015
Waterloo, IA 50704-8015

Empowering students, strengthening businesses, and enriching communities

Page 280 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa Recommendation

To the Members of the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee.

I write this message in response to the recent news that your committee plans to recommend
the elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services (Volunteer Iowa). I was both
surprised and very concerned to hear this news. I can only think that you have incomplete
information regarding both the resources that this organization brings to our state and the
multitude of programs it provides in service to the citizens of Iowa.

At Graceland University, we understand the importance of our role as community leaders.
Graceland is located in Decatur County. It is a very rural area and is, along with the other
counties in the area, the poorest in the state. In communities with scarce resources such as
ours, finding ways to link communities to address important needs is a daunting task. During
my term as Vice President at Graceland, we discovered Volunteer Iowa and the very able and
caring staff has been an important partner ever since, providing tools and access to programs
that helped Graceland leverage resources from many sources to provide much needed
services in communities in our 5-county area that would not otherwise be available. These
include After School and Out of School programs, literacy focused programs for youth that
utilize seniors, community service programs, programs that provide mechanisms for seniors to
make meaningful contributions through volunteer efforts, and many others. These are
programs that, because of leveraged funding, have very little actual budgetary impact on Iowa
state funding. And they are programs that would disappear without the support of the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Services. Why would we eliminate the people and mechanisms that
address Iowa priority programs by encouraging and enabling neighbors to work together to
address their shared needs as volunteers.

If finding economical and efficient ways of providing services to the youth and the aging
populations in the poorest and most rural areas is important to Iowa’s leaders, and I believe it
is, then most certainly do not eliminate the very vehicle that helps provide those services. It is
my hope that once you have had the opportunity to consider a more complete view of the
immense impact of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services on the citizens of Iowa, you
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will retract your recommendation to eliminate this important organization. Please feel free to
contact me if I can add any more information as you search for ways to make Iowa a more
efficient and responsible state.

4

Former Vice President for Enrollment Management – Graceland University

Former Executive Direct of Affiliate Relations – Graceland University

Former Iowa State Commissioner – Volunteer Iowa

Recipient of the Iowa Governor Volunteer Award

Member of the Iowa Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Member of the Iowa Blues Hall of Fame
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To Whom it May Concern,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DSCI and Interpreter Licensure Board

Hi, my name is .
I'm reaching out in regard to the DSCI and Interpreter Licensure Board. Deaf Iowans of all
ages, from birth to our seniors and everyone in between, need access to the services DSCI
provides.  We need help with various services such as education, training, employment, and
more.  We need the Interpreter Licensure Board to be strong to uphold the integrity and skill of
interpreters who serve the Deaf population.   The number of Deaf and hard-of-hearing people
in Iowa is vastly greater than the number of Blind Iowans, yet the services they are provided
are disproportionate to the numbers. Deaf Iowans should be able to keep our services, similar
to how Blind Iowans' services are protected.   Please keep the Commissions/Boards that affect
the Deaf/Hard of Hearing community intact.

 Thank you so much for listening.

Albert Mingo
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From:                 Nick Landmesser
                         <nicklandmesser@gmail.com> on behalf of Nick Landmesser
                         <nicklandmesser@gmail.com> <nicklandmesser@gmail.com>
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comment on recommendation to eliminate Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I am the Build Crew Site Supervisor for the Hawkeye Community College RedTails LEAD
AmeriCorps program. Our Build Crew members build and rehabilitate housing for low income
families. We have seen in the little over 1.5 years that we've been in operation as an
AmeriCorps site the large impact our members have had in the Waterloo, Iowa community. We
have neighbors stopping by to voice their appreciation for the investment into their
neighborhoods. We have also seen a drastic impact the AmeriCorps program has had on the
Build Crew members themselves. Our members follow the AmeriCorps motto of getting things
done, and the value and impact is being noticed throughout our community.
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Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

--

Workforce Training and Community Development

Hawkeye Community College

Van G. Miller Adult Learning Center

.edu

Click here to follow us on Facebook!
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
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resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

--

Visit us at www.cmc-cr.org
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
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develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after-school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
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resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposed Elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To Whom It May Concern,

The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services board will have a devastating
impact on nonprofit communities across the state of Iowa. The programs funded by this board
meet a wide range of critical community needs in every county in this state. The programs
affect the most vulnerable of our state’s population. Some examples include programs for
those unhoused, the hungry, at-risk children, low-income housing, and providing services to
refugees.

Another factor to consider is a federal statute requires states to have a board of commissioners
to receive formula AmeriCorps State funds. The elimination of the commission would result in
the loss of $14.3 million in federal funding. It would also result in the loss of other federal funds
including the Volunteer Generation Fund, 9/121 Day of Service grant, VISTA, and RSVP.
These programs are also instrumental in delivering services desperately needed by our
citizens.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board. The Commission truly meets
critical needs in the state of Iowa. We ask for your compassion, your caring, and your action to
continue the operation of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services.

Signed,
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Support for Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

On August 29, the Iowa Boards and Commission Review Committee released its preliminary
recommendations, which included the proposal that the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service be eliminated. I am writing in opposition to that recommendation.

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (a/k/a Volunteer Iowa) has been preliminarily
recommended for elimination. Such action would create an unintentional and devastating
impact on the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa, as well as the many Iowans who
benefit from the essential work of Iowa nonprofits.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding. These funds also leveraged millions in
local private matching funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
would result in the loss of not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public
entities, it would also result in the loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund
and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for
certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR Iowa, which makes local youth programs
eligible for various state and federal funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a wide range of critical community needs,
including after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, improving access to justice, and providing services to
refugees. These programs reach every county in the state, and are incredibly cost-effective.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
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countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.

Be well,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Huge Mistake: Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Proposed Elimination

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact
on the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa. This is a mistake for my community and
the entire state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal
statute required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing
AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85
million in Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not
including the local private matching funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not only $14.3 million in funding to local
nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the loss of other federal funds
administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including but not limited to
the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA and RSVP. The
Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR Iowa
that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal funding
opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs
including but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math,
building low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to
refugees. These programs reach every county in the state of Iowa. The Cedar Valley relies on
AmeriCorps funding to build homes, paint murals, feed the needy, tutor students, and serve the
elderly. Like many other communities in Iowa, this work cannot be done without the funding
from the federal government and AmeriCorps.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community
needs across the state of Iowa. Our state and my community cannot lose this funding. Again,
please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Proposed Elimination is a Mistake

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as
is. The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact
on the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal
statute required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing
AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85
million in Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not
including the local private matching funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not only $14.3 million in funding to local
nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the loss of other federal funds
administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including but not limited to
the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA and RSVP. The
Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR Iowa
that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal funding
opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs
including but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math,
building low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to
refugees. These programs reach every county in the state of Iowa. The Cedar Valley relies on
AmeriCorps funding to build homes, paint murals, feed the needy, tutor students, and serve the
elderly. Like many other communities in Iowa, this work cannot be done without the funding
from the federal government and AmeriCorps.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community
needs across the state of Iowa.

--
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and countless
other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs across the
state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
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develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you for your consideration,

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

1220 5th Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Elimination of the Childcare Advisory Committee Violates Federal Law

Good Afternoon,

I am , I am the Executive Director of Building Families. I want to bring to your
attention the fact that per Section 642B of the Head Start Act the maintenance of a Childcare
Advisory Committee is required by Federal Law in order to access Head Start Funding. I have
attached a link to the relevant section below. I hope we can ensure in some fashion or another
the Federal Requirements are met so that the state can continue to access Head Start Funds.

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/policy/head-start-act/sec-642b-head-start-collaboration-state-
early-education-care

Thanks,

Building Families

120 1st Ave NW, Suite #14

Clarion, IA 50525

515.602.6371
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Developing healthy, independent, and successful children
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From:                 Brad Cavanagh
                         <bcavanagh@cityofdubuque.org> on behalf of Brad Cavanagh
                         <Bcavanagh@cityofdubuque.org> <bcavanagh@cityofdubuque.org>
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     
                         
                         
                         

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service letter of support

Attached is a letter regarding the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.

  Brad Cavanagh

  Mayor | City of Dubuque
  City Hall | 50 W 13th Street

  Dubuque, Iowa 52001
  O: 563.690.6502
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Office of the Mayor 
City Hall 
50 West 13th Street 
Dubuque, IA  52001-4845 
www.cityofdubuque.org 

 
 
 
       September 5, 2023 
 
 
 
Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is. The Iowa 
Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for elimination 
which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on the nonprofit community across the 
state of Iowa. 
 
Without a commission board, the State of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute required 
to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission on Volunteer 
Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa 
totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 
million in federal funding, not including the local private matching funds. The elimination of the Iowa 
Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not only $14.3 million in funding to local 
nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the loss of other federal funds administered by the 
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund 
and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying 
mentoring programs through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state 
and federal funding opportunities. 
 
The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including but not 
limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income housing, 
responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs reach every county 
in the state.  
 
The City of Dubuque has received over $4.8 million in AmeriCorps State funding over the past 10+ 
years. Formula funding has been vital for the City of Dubuque to establish strategic program models 
that have the necessary research and development to receive competitive funding. The formula 
funding has helped serve thousands of Dubuque youth through academic literacy support, mentoring, 
career exploration, academic support, and the development of key skills to ensure youth are prepared 
for their future. Losing the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would lead to the loss of the City’s 
current and future AmeriCorps funding to help Dubuque youth prepare for their best possible futures. 
 
Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued funding for 
the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and countless other 
organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs across the state of 
Iowa.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

  
 
 Brad Cavanagh 
 Mayor 

 

23_09_05 Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.pdf for Printed Item: 167 ( Attachment 1 of 8)

Page 313 of 564



Owner:                   

Filename:               image001.png
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 14:49:11 CDT 2023

Page 314 of 564



image001.png for
Printed Item: 167 (
Attachment 2 of 8)Page 315 of 564



Owner:                   

Filename:               image002.png
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 14:49:11 CDT 2023

Page 316 of 564



ima
for
Pri
 Ite
 16
  (
Att
  3
 of
 8)

Page 317 of 564



Owner:                   

Filename:               image003.png
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 14:49:11 CDT 2023

Page 318 of 564



ima
 for
Prin
 Ite
167
   (
Atta
  4
  of
 8)

Page 319 of 564



Owner:                   

Filename:               image004.png
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 14:49:11 CDT 2023

Page 320 of 564



ima
for
Pri
 Ite
 16
  (
Att
  5
 of
 8)

Page 321 of 564



Owner:                   

Filename:               image005.png
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 14:49:11 CDT 2023

Page 322 of 564



ima
for
Pri
 Ite
 16
  (
Att
  6
 of
 8)

Page 323 of 564



Owner:                   

Filename:               image006.png
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 14:49:11 CDT 2023

Page 324 of 564



ima
 for
 Pri
 Ite
167
  (
 Att
  7
 of
 8)

Page 325 of 564



Owner:                   

Filename:               image007.png
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 14:49:11 CDT 2023

Page 326 of 564



ima
 for
 Pri
 Ite
167
  (
 Att
  8
 of
 8)

Page 327 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment re: Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee
Recommendations

Good afternoon,

Please accept the attached comments regarding the preliminary recommendation to eliminate
the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board. Please direct any questions to
meccleston@serviceyear.org.

Thank you for your consideration.

ServiceYearAlliance.org

YOU can do a service year. Watch and share our new recruitment video.
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September 5, 2023

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of Service Year Alliance, I write to strongly oppose the proposed elimination of the
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, as recommended by the Board & Commissions Review
committee in its August 29, 2023 report.

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is a leader in the field of service and volunteerism
as it coordinates programs to engage Iowans in service to meet community challenges. The
Commission coordinates volunteer initiatives and recognition, provides leadership and
infrastructure through Iowa MENTOR, and is the statewide funder and technical assistance
provider for AmeriCorps.

Through its 21 AmeriCorps programs, the Commission is engaging Iowans in addressing
significant community needs in educational achievement, economic opportunity, environmental
protection, and nonprofit capacity building. And those who serve in these AmeriCorps
programs gain professional skills, as well as grants to support higher education ($4.85 million to
Iowans this year alone). In addition to important community impacts, the individuals themselves
are impacted: AmeriCorps members stay civically engaged throughout their lives, continuing to
volunteer and voting at a higher rate than their peers; they complete bachelor’s degrees at
higher rates than their peers; and are more likely than their peers to work in education, as well
as community and social services occupations.

Per federal statute (42 U.S. Code § 12638), a state must have a state service commission in
order to be eligible for federal AmeriCorps formula funding. This year, the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service is granting $9.45 million in federal funds to local communities throughout the
state - which generates additional local funding to support AmeriCorps service.

Last year in Iowa, there were 7,800 AmeriCorps members and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers.
Eliminating the commission would have a devastating impact on Iowa’s nonprofit community
and the culture of service and volunteerism in the state.

Service Year Alliance is working to make a year of paid, full-time service — a service year — a
common expectation and opportunity for all young Americans. We envision a future in which
national service is part of growing up in America. We strongly urge you to reconsider your
recommendation to eliminate the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service so that Iowans can

Volunteer Iowa Public Comment_Service Year Alliance.pdf for Printed Item: 176 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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continue to experience the triple bottom line of national service: service years transform lives,
strengthen communities, and fuel civic renewal.

Sincerely,

1400 Eye St NW | Suite 900 | Washington, DC | 20005
Service Year Alliance | serviceyearalliance.org

Volunteer Iowa Public Comment_Service Year Alliance.pdf for Printed Item: 176 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
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resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

1220 5th Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To Whom It May Concern,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with the federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

In Wapello County, Volunteer Iowa supports literacy tutors in local schools, volunteers working
in education, housing, and hunger, and programs to prevent child abuse. At United Way this
year, this support allowed us to engage over 1000 volunteers who served over 9000 hours with
local programs. Those volunteers spent 1,180 hours packaging and delivering food, provided
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free tax services to 653 low-income households, and worked with 145 elementary students.

The loss of these programs would be devastating to the local nonprofit community.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely your,

www.indianhills.edu
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 15:21:19 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 336 of 564



develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

--

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

1220 5th Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Feedback on Iowa's Board and Commission Review

Please see the attached letter on the Committee’s preliminary recommendations.

Liz

Office Hours: Tuesday – Thursday
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Service People Integrity Responsibility Innovation Teamwork 

 

 

   Office of Shared Prosperity & 

Neighborhood Support 

Engine House No. 1 

1805 Central Ave 

Dubuque, IA, 52001-3601 

Office (563) 690-6054 

www.cityofdubuque.org 

Monday, September 5, 2023 

 

 

Office of the Governor 

Iowa State Capitol 

1007 East Grand Avenue 

Des Moines, IA 50319 

 

 

Dear Governor Reynolds, 

 

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is. The 

Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for 

elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on the nonprofit 

community across the state of Iowa. 

 

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with the federal statute 

required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission 

on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State 

programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education 

Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching 

funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of 

not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, but it would also result 

in the loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service 

including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant, 

VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs 

through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal 

funding opportunities. 

 

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including but 

not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income 

housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs reach 

every county in the state.  

 

As a former commissioner for Volunteer Iowa, I know firsthand the impact its commissioners, 

staff and partner agencies have had in our state. Without Volunteer Iowa, many communities, 

specifically rural communities, would lack the resources to address some of Iowa’s greatest area 

of needs.  

 

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued funding 

for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and countless other 

organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs across the state of 

Iowa. 

Letter of Support - Boards and Review Committee - OSPNS.pdf for Printed Item: 181 ( Attachment 8 of 8)
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Service People Integrity Responsibility Innovation Teamwork 

 

 

Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Bur Oak Land Trust is a 501c3 nonprofit land trust based in Iowa City, Iowa. For the past five
years we have had a land stewardship and conservation education AmeriCorps program.
Recently I was notified that The Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee
recommended the elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.
If this happens, our organization, along with many others in the state, would be negatively
impacted. Thousands of individuals would lose the opportunity to gain valuable career-building
skills. Over 50 AmeriCorps members have come through our program, and many of them have
utilized the program to launch their careers. Our AmeriCorps members have served over
70,000 hours restoring native habitat in Iowa, both for land owned by our Trust, as well as
numerous other property owners in the state. Eliminating the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service will prevent us from utilizing federal funding that makes it possible for us to operate
approximately one half of our programs.
The elimination of a commission that positively impacts so many nonprofits and the
communities they support seems short-sighted. AmeriCorps provides individuals with the skills
necessary to pursue a career while staying in Iowa. There are massive economic benefits to
providing young Iowans, especially those who come from rural areas of the state, with career
building skills.
I encourage you to reconsider the elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.

buroaklandtrust.org

Advancing biodiversity in eastern Iowa by protecting resilient

landscapes and connecting people to nature.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 15:30:30 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 356 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Supporting Commission on Volunteer Service (Volunteer Iowa)

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

As a program that has received AmeriCorps funding through Volunteer Iowa since 2009 we
know firsthand the incredible impact it can make on our state, our communities, our nonprofit
organizations and our citizens. Over the past 14 years Green Iowa AmeriCorps has provided
energy efficiency services to over 7,500 homes and educated over 105,000 people. The
program has completed more than 5,500 service projects alongside more than 350 community
organizations and 28,000+ volunteers. By July of 2023, more than 925 members will have
given a little over 882,000 hours to our communities. At the national rate of in-kind value of a
volunteer hour, the program has leveraged over 28 million dollars in support for our state. None
of this impact is possible without the Commission on Volunteer Service. Its loss would be
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absolutely devastating to a state that has always taken pride in our heart and commitment of
volunteerism. Volunteering is a common good and has bipartisan support.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,

Center for Energy & Environmental Education Assistant Director
Green Iowa AmeriCorps Program Director

"Never underestimate the power of a few committed people to change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has." -Margaret Mead
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             IA Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Dear Iowa Boards & Commissions review Committee,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to after-school programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I’m a member of First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City.  Our members regularly volunteer at
CommUnity’s Food Bank, Table to Table’s food rescue program and the Free Lunch Program.
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All of these organizations critically rely upon the Volunteer Service.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Most sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Subject: Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

To the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
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including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!
1220 5th Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Fw: Action Alert: Comment on recommendation to eliminate Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service board

TEMPLATE:

SUBJECT: Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board

BODY:

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 16:07:39 CDT
Attachments:     0.jpg
                          image001.png
                          image002.png
                          image003.png
                          image004.png
                          image005.png
                          image006.png

Bcc:

Page 363 of 564



The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 3:37 PM
Subject: Fwd: Action Alert: Comment on recommendation to eliminate Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service board

** This email originated outside of the City of Iowa City email system. Please take extra care
opening any links or attachments. **

Good afternoon host sites,

I wanted to reach out to all of our host sites regarding the state's recent decision to put the
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service on the list of proposed boards/commissions
considered for elimination. Without a state commission, our state is no longer able to receive
federal AmeriCorps funding.

As a host site we know that you are aware of the tremendous value AmeriCorps members and
programs can bring to our communities. If you feel inclined to educate those reviewing the
proposal on how you have positively impacted by having Volunteer Iowa and AmeriCorps
programming available to your organization, it would be most appreciated.

ASC has provided a template that you can easily cut and paste into your email. It takes about
10 seconds. Comments are due today for the review committee tomorrow.

Page 364 of 564



Thanks all,

Center for Energy & Environmental Education Assistant Director
Green Iowa AmeriCorps Program Director

"Never underestimate the power of a few committed people to change the world. Indeed, it is
the only thing that ever has." -Margaret Mead

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: 
Date: Wed, Aug 30, 2023 at 4:18PM
Subject: Action Alert: Comment on recommendation to eliminate Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service board
To:

I’m contacting you as someone that currently receives funding from the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) and/or someone that is a supporter of their mission.

On August 29, the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee released its preliminary
recommendations to reform Iowa’s board and commissions. As part of the recommendations,
the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is proposed for elimination.

Per federal statute, states are required to have a board of commissioners to receive formula
AmeriCorps State funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board
will jeopardize the federal funding for all the programs currently administered by the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service. Eliminating the commission would have a devasting impact
on Iowa’s nonprofit community.
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There is a public hearing taking place next Wednesday, September 6 at 12pm. We need
supporters of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service to submit comments on the
Committee’s preliminary recommendations by sending an email to BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
in advance of the public hearing.

America’s Service Commissions, the the association of state service commissions, has
submitted a request to speak during the hearing and has created a template for supporters to
email their comments in support of retaining the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board.

Please use the template message and email it to BCRCcomments@iowa.gov by end of day
Tuesday, September 5.

Thank you for your time and support of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (Volunteer
Iowa). Please share and encourage others to submit a comment. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me with questions via email or by phone at 515-720-5892.

Rachel Bruns (she/her) / Chief Engagement Officer / America’s Service Commissions
rbruns@statecommissions.org / (515) 720-5892 / Time Zone: CT
Need to schedule a meeting with me? Check out my Calendly link.

*Please note that the ASC team works flexibly and remotely across time zones — so while it
suits me to email now, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours.

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended
solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient,
you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of
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the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Service Board Comments

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I serve as the Director of Programs Des Moines Metro at Trees Forever and we rely heavily on
the service of AmeriCorps members to execute our programs. Not only do these individuals get
hands on experience, they allow non-profits to function at a high level with limited resources.
Eliminating this board would have far reaching and detrimental impacts on the nonprofit sector
across the state, and would certainly decrease impact and capacity of many programs.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
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countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Support Volunteer Iowa

This message was sent securely using Zix®

To Whom it May Concern:

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
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housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

My organization utilizes AmeriCorps crews every year to help maintain our public park system
and protect our natural areas that are so beloved by the community. Not only does the County
benefit from the hard work of the people enrolled in the programs, but the AmeriCorps
members are given an opportunity to learn about Iowa’s natural history and develop a strong
sense of pride in their home state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

 |
leadingyououtdoors.org | jesterparknaturecenter.com | dsmskatepark.com

Connect with Us on:

This message was secured by Zix®.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Commission on Voluntary Service

To who it may concern:

A child in trouble on a path at Lakeside Lab, water samples critical to water quality at one of
Iowa Great Lakes, strategic research on shoreline habitats- these a just a few of the ways
Americore interns are helping Iowa strengthen the work at Iowa Lakeside Laboratory on West
Okoboji. Without the Commission on Voluntary Service, Iowa may fail to meet the statutory
requirements for the important work of Americore Interns.

Please retain the Commission on Voluntary Service.

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 16:34:09 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     

Subject:             Comment on Proposed Elimination of Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Good afternoon,

We are writing today on behalf of the Iowa Council of Foundations (ICoF), a statewide network
of 75 Iowa grantmakers, to ask that you please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service board continues to operate. The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka
Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for elimination, which would have a negative
impact on the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa. We believe that Volunteer Iowa
creates significant financial and workforce benefits for nonprofits that our state needs both now
and in the future. For full disclosure, Volunteer Iowa is a member of our network.

The work of Volunteer Iowa directly connects to our mission: to strengthen, guide and grow
philanthropy in Iowa. We have been witness to the many ways Volunteer Iowa and their
partners have contributed to growing philanthropy in Iowa over the years. A few examples of
how these programs strengthen philanthropy and nonprofits in Iowa include:

Our organization, along with many ICoF member organizations, has directly benefitted from
participating in an AmeriCorps program. The ICoF coordinated a VISTA program in the late
2000s/early 2010s to place VISTAs at community foundations across the state, growing their
capacity to raise funds, strategically invest grants, and increase their community leadership
capacities.

AmeriCorps support also fueled success in expanding the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
in Iowa. From 2013 – 2021, Iowa expanded from six to 15 Campaign communities, all working
to improve reading proficiency of Iowa’s children. One specific example of how AmeriCorps
supported this success is in Grinnell. Several ICoF members there are stakeholders in the
Grinnell Education Partnership. They have worked with Volunteer Iowa to apply for and receive
several cycles of AmeriCorps members to support the work of their summer and year-round
programming. Most recently, they partnered with Campus Compact, also an ICoF member, to
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place AmeriCorps members at Grinnell sites so there are other organizations in the area
supporting the Partnership’s efforts.

Volunteer Iowa successfully leverages significant federal dollars, which then leverage private
charitable dollars (sometimes from within Iowa, sometimes from outside of the state) through
matching requirements. Many of our ICoF members have provided matching funding to support
AmeriCorps, VISTA, and/or RSVP programs in their communities/counties.

These programs help Iowa’s philanthropic resources stretch further to support other work. With
the influx of AmeriCorps resources – both monetarily and via staffing/volunteer capacity – ICoF
members can use their philanthropic dollars in other ways to increase benefits and better serve
Iowa communities.

Finally, an underlying benefit of the AmeriCorps programs is to provide another foothold for
workforce development in our State. People who work as AmeriCorps members develop skills
and connections, leading some to stay in the State’s workforce.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,
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                                                                Office: 515.989.1188
Iowa Council of Foundations                                      Mailing: 6919 Vista Drive | West Des
Moines, IA 50266

Office: 563-323-5177                                                  

                                                     www.iowacounciloffoundations.org
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Good afternoon –

Our Community Foundation works hard to support the quality of life in our county-wide region
across a wide variety of nonprofit organizations. Nonprofit organizations operate on a thin
margin, and are creative and dedicated in finding ways to extend the reach of their work. One
of those strategies is to use volunteers.

I fear that the elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service could have a
devastating and unintentional impact on Iowa nonprofits. This commission is required by
federal statute for Iowa to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. The elimination of the
commission would result in the loss of $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public
entities in AmeriCorps and Segal Education Award funds, as well other federal funding
programs.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service to ensure continued funding for
AmeriCorps programming in the state.

Thank you –

Karla Twedt-Ball  she/her/hers
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Office: 319.366.2862| 324 3rd Street SE Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 | www.gcrcf.org

Join Us! Looking for a way to support the greatest needs of Linn County today and tomorrow?
Consider an unrestricted gift to the Greater Good Fund. Or, visit our Nonprofit Giving Center to
search for a fund, organization, or cause to support.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Boards & Commissions Review Committee:

Greetings! I am the director of the Larned A. Waterman Iowa Nonprofit Resource Center, and I
am writing in response to the Subcommittee Recommendations published on August 29, 2023.

As a Center at the University of Iowa, we engage with hundreds of nonprofit organizations
each year—including members of the board, staff, and additional stakeholders. We understand
the challenges of board structure and performance in service to the purpose of an entity. We
have also worked directly with several of the boards and commissions included in this report.
Without greater understanding of the criteria used to recommend whether to continue,
reorganize, consolidate, or eliminate a board/commission, I did want to express our concern for
the potential elimination of the board for the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (ICVS).

Our Center has collaborated with ICVS on a multitude of projects and programs since our
Center’s creation in 2000. This includes co-producing—along with United Ways of Iowa and
the Iowa Council of Foundations—the state’s largest conference focused on developing the
individual, organizational, and inter-organizational capacities of leaders, entities, and networks
across Iowa’s nonprofit sector. In our Center’s work, we see ICVS’s tremendous positive
impact on volunteerism and community service in terms of both quality and quantity. Further,
ICVS performs a vital role in Iowa’s engagement in national service programs that bring federal
resources to our rural and urban communities.

Our Center is concerned with the effects of eliminating the ICVS board and its impact on ICVS
internally—including the insight, knowledge, and experience a well-recruited board can offer
ICVS leadership—and in the role of ICVS in Iowa’s national service programming.

Volunteers make our communities in Iowa even better places to live and grow, and ICVS
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strengthens our volunteers and so much more.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Larned A. Waterman Iowa Nonprofit Resource Center

Iowa College of Law | University of Iowa

 1 West Prentiss Street

Iowa City, Iowa 52242
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             In Support of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Since 2015, the Cedar Rapids Public Library has worked with AmeriCorps, AmeriCorps VISTA,
RSVP, Foster Grandparents, and NCCC members. Many of these members were placed with
the Library through the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service. They have helped us expand
our capacity to meet the needs of individuals throughout our community with a specific focus
on combating the summer learning slide and youth literacy. They go above and beyond Cedar
Rapids taxpayers’ dollars to pilot innovative programming and outreach opportunities. In
addition, many have later joined our staff as City employees and pursued higher educational
degrees, often a Masters of Library and Information Science, and careers in libraries in our
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area. Their service elevates our Library, our community, and their own contributions to their
communities. This is critical work as we enrich our Iowa communities today and plant seeds for
success for generations to come.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

CRLibrary.org
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             In Support of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Since 2015, the Cedar Rapids Public Library has worked with AmeriCorps, AmeriCorps VISTA,
RSVP, Foster Grandparents, and NCCC members. Many of these members were placed with
the Library through the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service. They have helped us expand
our capacity to meet the needs of individuals throughout our community with a specific focus
on combating the summer learning slide and youth literacy. They go above and beyond Cedar
Rapids taxpayers’ dollars to pilot innovative programming and outreach opportunities. In
addition, many have later joined our staff as City employees and pursued higher educational
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degrees, often a Masters of Library and Information Science, and careers in libraries in our
area. Their service elevates our Library, our community, and their own contributions to their
communities. This is critical work as we enrich our Iowa communities today and plant seeds for
success for generations to come.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:

  _____

Subject: Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
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launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP.  Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation, and
help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer critical
resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our community,
develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards self-
sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,

RISE AmeriCorps

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

1220 5th Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

This message was sent securely using Zix®

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 17:23:09 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 437 of 564



Sincerely,

Mobile:

Website
  |

Email Me
  |

Connect With Me

Advisors represent Northwest Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and
affiliate of Northwest Bank. Not FDIC insured | No bank guarantee | May lose value

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. (CFP Board) owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™, CFP® (with plaque design), and CFP® (with
flame design) in the U.S., which it authorizes use of by individuals who successfully complete
CFP Board's initial and ongoing certification requirements.

This electronic transmission and any documents accompanying this electronic transmission
contain confidential information belonging to the sender. This information may be legally
protected. The information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above.
If you are not the intended recipient or receive this message in error, you are hereby notified
that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking any action in reliance on or regarding the
contents of this electronically transmitted information is strictly prohibited.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
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Please use the template message below and email it to BCRCcomments@iowa.gov by
end of day TODAY, Tuesday, September 5.

Subject: Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is. The Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for elimination
which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on the nonprofit community across the
state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute required
to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa
totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3
million in federal funding, not including the local private matching funds. The elimination of the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of not only $14.3 million in funding to local
nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the loss of other federal funds administered by the
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund
and 9/11 Day of Service grant, VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying
mentoring programs through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various
state and federal funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including but not
limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income housing,
responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs reach every
county in the state.

The Catherine McAuley Center (CMC) is a unique and well established nonprofit in Cedar
Rapids. For almost 35 years, CMC has been addressing the plight of women in crisis in our
community. CMC began a long standing relationship with AmeriCorps in 2016 as the Center
launched additional services for immigrants and refugees, including a Refugee Resettlement
Program as an affiliate site of the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants.

The Catherine McAuley Center benefits from multiple programs which are currently at stake,
including AmeriCorps VISTA and RSVP. Without these dedicated volunteers, we would not be
able to keep up the demand for English classes, computer literacy, citizenship preparation,
and help to navigate the new community our clients are now living in. VISTA and RSVP offer
critical resources to CMC, which allow us to research and respond to the needs of our
community, develop new curriculum, offer more classes, support neighbors working towards
self-sufficiency, and much, much more.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued funding for
the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and countless other
organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs across the state of
Iowa.

Volunteer Service Action Alert Message.pdf for Printed Item: 230 ( Attachment 1 of 1)

Page 442 of 564



Sincerely,

Volunteer Service Action Alert Message.pdf for Printed Item: 230 ( Attachment 1 of 1)

Page 443 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             ICVS Board

This message was sent securely using Zix®

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

Polk County Conservation has used AmeriCorps crews from numerous providers for eight
years.  This additional labor they provide is vital to us fulfilling our organizational mission.  The
training the service members receive is incredibly valuable for their ability to secure
employment when they leave AmeriCorps.  We are in the process of becoming a host
organization, which would increase our capacity to utilize AmeriCorps service members.
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Thank you!

leadingyououtdoors.org | jesterparknaturecenter.com | dsmskatepark.com

Connect with Us on:

This message was secured by Zix®.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Funding for united way

Hi I have been volunteering with United Way through Vita as well as Day of Sharing.  It is not
only rewarding but needed.I sure hope the State of Iowa will continue funding these types of
programs.I know the people I have served really appreciate it.

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Critical volunteer program support at risk

Hello,

I write concerning the elimination of a state board to assist with volunteer recruitment, retention
and support in Iowa.

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal
statuterequired to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing
AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in
Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local
private matching funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would
result in the loss of not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it
would also result in the loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of
Service grant, VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring
programs through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state
and federal funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.
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I work at Table to Table, a nonprofit hunger relief organization. More than half of the 13
AmeriCorps members who have served at Table to Table since the summer of 2020 have been
facilitated by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.

Our access to this program has had significant economic impacts for our community. Through
these service members, 2.2 million dollars worth of food has gone to Iowans instead of being
wasted. Without their support we would not have had the capacity to seek new food donations
during supply chain disruption, develop our gleaning and local foods program, train and recruit
volunteers, and secure additional grant funding that directly supported increased food recovery
capacity.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     Jon Murphy <jon@lobbyiowa.com>

Subject:             RE: Children's Behavioral Health System State Board

Attached please find my written submission to be considered at the Boards & Commissions
Review Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input.

Coalition for Family & Children’s Services in Iowa

1111 9th Street, Suite 235

Des Moines, Iowa  50314

www.iachild.org

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2023 2:20 PM
To: BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
Cc: Jon Murphy <jon@lobbyiowa.com>
Subject: Children's Behavioral Health System State Board
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I would like to have time at the September 6th meeting to discuss the  impact of the proposed
change to the Children's Behavioral Health System State Board.

Thank you.

Coalition for Family & Children’s Services in Iowa

1111 9th Street, Suite 235

Des Moines, Iowa  50314

www.iachild.org
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide input.  My name is Kristie Oliver.  I am the Executive 

Director of the Coalition for Family & Children’s Services in Iowa.  The Coalition's alliance of 

agencies provides the safety net to all children and youth with mental health or substance 

abuse needs, as well as children and youth who have been, or are now, in danger of being 

abused, neglected, or delinquent. 

 We advocate for children and families and for the people who provide services to children 

and families.  The Coalition believes in a public/private partnership and works closely and 

well with the Department of Health and Human Services. 

We commend the Governor and the Iowa legislature for reviewing the efficiency and 

effectiveness of all Iowa’s board, commissions and other similar entities creating in Iowa law 

and making recommendations for the continuation, elimination, consolidation, or 

reorganization.   

However, we are concerned that this process did not include issue experts outside of the 

Department of Health and Human Services.   

Child welfare is asking the question: “Are families better off because HHS is involved?” 

I would like you to ask yourself the question: “Are the youth with substance use and mental 

health needs going to be better off with the Children’s Behavioral Health System State Board 

being consolidated/merged?” 

In 2018, Governor Reynolds signed Executive Order Number Two and established the 

Children’s System State Board because there was not a state board dedicated to the 

children’s mental health system.  In 2019, the Iowa legislature codified the Children’s 

behavioral health system state board.    

That was five years ago, but we know true system change takes at least three to five years.  In 

addition, the pandemic occurred during this five-year period.     

According to reports from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, children’s 

emergency room visits for mental health issues increased significantly during the pandemic 

and continue to be a concern.1   

Did you know? 2  

• 90% of teenagers who die by suicide suffer from a psychiatric disorder, such as 

depression, anxiety or substance abuse. 

• Suicide is the second-leading cause of death in high school and college students. 

• Youth suicide rates are higher in rural areas than in urban areas. 

 
1 Georgetown University Health Policy Institute Center for Children and Families  
2 Foundation2 Crisis Services Statistics:  https://foundation2.org/suicide/suicide-statistics/  
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According to a 2020 election eve poll conducted by Lake Research partners, there is 

tremendous “tripartisan” support for making significant progress on children’s issues.  This 

support includes ensuring that the “best interests” of children govern decision making 

involving them.  There was also support in establishing a federal independent Children’s 

Commissioner “to protect and improve the care and well-being of children.”  3 

What is the responsibility of the members of the Children’s Behavioral Health System State 

Board?  The website states:  The Children’s Behavioral Health System State Board is the single 

point of responsibility in the implementation and management of a Children’s Mental Health 

System…”   

However, in reality, Iowa Code 225C.52 the following duties are described:   

1. Advise the administrator on the administration of the children’s behavioral health 

system.  

2. Provide consultation services to agencies regarding the development of 

administrative rules for the children’s behavioral health system.  

3. Identify behavioral health outcomes and indicators for eligible children with a serious 

emotional disturbance to promote children living with their own families and in the 

community.   

4. Submit a written report on each year.  The U.S. Surgeon General Advisory Protecting 

Youth Mental Health confirmed that mental health challenges were a leading cause of 

disability and poor life outcomes in young people even before the COVID-pandemic.4 

The Children’s System State Board does not have responsibility for the implementation 

and/or the management of a Children’s Mental Health System.   

Since our children and youth do not vote, we want to make sure that the consolidated and 

merged Children’s System State Board does not lead us to have them treated as an 

afterthought.   

The Coalition would like to volunteer to be involved in the strategies of the 

consolidation/merger of the Children’s Behavioral Health System State Board. 

Thank you.   

 

  

 

 
3 First Focus:  Campaign for Children:  A Children’s Agenda for the 117th Congress 
4 U.S. Surgeon General Advisory:  Protecting Youth Mental Health:  
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-youth-mental-health-advisory.pdf  

Iowa Boards Commissions written submission.pdf for Printed Item: 243 ( Attachment 2 of 2)

Page 471 of 564

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-youth-mental-health-advisory.pdf


From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please keep the Volunteer Service board (aka Volunteer Iowa) - vital for food
security and increasing rural vitality

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

So many of the AmeriCorps members that have served in my county to reduce food insecurity
over the past 3 years served our county only through this program. They directly reduced food
insecurity in our county in Iowa. AmeriCorps Programs through Volunteer Iowa serve not just
urban areas, but rural areas in Iowa too. They have just pivoted to a focus on rebuilding rural
vitality, and this program is needed now more than ever.
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Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 472 of 564



Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you,
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From:                 
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Hello,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Serviceannounced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I was an AmeriCorps member for 4 terms. What I learned and gained through my time in
AmeriCorps was valuable. It helped me hone skills I already had and gain skills I did not fresh
out of college. If it were not for my time as a member I would still be looking for a good job
related to my degree and passion. Don’t take away this valuable experience for others or for
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the host sites that rely on AmeriCorps members.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Best,
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank You,

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposed elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Dear Committee,
I wonder if the committee fully understands the ramifications of eliminating the ICVS? Many
nonprofits that deliver crucial services to the public, with the help and support of the ICVS, will
be severely hampered if not forced to discontinue these services entirely if the ICVS is shut
down. This action would have a serious ripple effect and would compound the many
challenges nonprofits have faced since the pandemic such as staffing shortages, increased
demands for services, and significant decreases in donations.
For many years, Iowa has been among the top states in volunteerism in the country. This is
something to be proud of. The ICVS has always been an important entity in fostering,
supporting, and recognizing Iowa's generous volunteers.
I urge you to let the ICVS remain so it can continue its many important functions.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Request to Maintain the Current Operations of the Iowa Commission on
Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Volunteer Iowa sponsoring AmeriCorps staff has made an impact on our communities, and it
has been nothing short of transformative, and I would like to share two compelling examples of
their remarkable contributions, both of which are hosted by the esteemed Iowa Lakeside
Laboratory.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 19:18:14 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 479 of 564



Firstly, AmeriCorps has played a pivotal role in supporting a program that aims to provide
youth, some categorized as under-privileged, with top-tier STEM education while instilling a
profound connection to lake and water safety. This initiative operates in collaboration with both
Iowa Lakeside Laboratory and the Okoboji Sailing Center. By providingh access to our
beautiful lakes, students have the opportunity to delve into the fascinating field of Limnology,
allowing them to gain a comprehensive understanding of lake ecology. As someone who
previously served as the Executive Director at the Okoboji Sailing Center, I can personally
attest to the incredible impact of this program on our youth and the broader community.

Secondly, AmeriCorps provides indispensable support to Iowa Lakeside Laboratory itself. As a
current Board Member of Friends of Lakeside Lab, a non-profit who supports community
programming at Lakeside, I have witnessed firsthand the instrumental role AmeriCorps staff
plays in facilitating educational programming for our youth. These programs offer students a
unique opportunity to engage in real-world research through self-guided and directed
discovery, fostering a deep appreciation for scientific inquiry.

It is crucial to emphasize that maintaining funding for programs like AmeriCorps through
Volunteer Iowa is not merely an investment in these specific initiatives but also a commitment
to promoting educational equity across our region and rural Iowa as a whole, where resources
and opportunities can sometimes be limited, these programs stands as a beacon of hope,
ensuring that every student, regardless of their geography or access, has access to high-
quality education and transformative experiences.

I kindly request that you prioritize the funding to retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service board to ensure the continued funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on
AmeriCorps State funding and countless other organizations supported by the commission to
meet critical community needs across the state of Iowa. By your granting the continued
operations of The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, we not only continue the investing
in education but also in the very heart of our communities.

Thank you for your consideration,
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Consider impacts of changes

In reviewing the state boards and commissions, I hope you are thinking carefully about the
impact of any changes.  For example, the panel’s proposal to eliminate Iowa’s Commission on
Volunteer Service could put more than $14 million in federal funding at risk.  Keep the
commission, and do not eliminate others that will bring benefits (and $!) to Iowans.

Sincerely,
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Maintain Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa

Greetings,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Letter in support of Iowa Commission for Volunteer Service

September 5, 2023

To whom it may concern:

On August 29, the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee released its preliminary
recommendations to reform Iowa’s board and commissions. As part of the recommendations,
the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service is proposed for elimination.

Per federal statute, states are required to have a board of commissioners to receive formula
AmeriCorps State funds.  The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board
will jeopardize the federal funding for all the programs currently administered by the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service.  Eliminating the commission would have a devastating
impact on Iowa’s nonprofit community.

There are many organizations that depend on the service of Americorps students to inform and
educate our Iowan communities.  I am concerned that the loss of the research completed by
Green Americorps students.at the Iowa Lakeside Lab will greatly limit the water quality and
related environmental research completed.  The Green Americorps students provide year
round continuity for the research projects that are multi-year in scope.

Thank you for your consideration to continue the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service in
support of the Americorps program.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Written Public Comments from Blank Children's Hospital

Written Public Comment for the Boards & Commissions Review Committee

Submitted by Chaney Yeast, Government Relations Director, Blank Children’s Hospital

*Not requesting to speak at the public hearing

Blank Children’s Hospital appreciates the complex responsibility Boards and Commission
Review Committee had in developing General Findings and Recommendations under the goal
of making the state’s boards and commissions organizational structure and duties more
meaningful, effective, and efficient. Such a review is an important strategic undertaking to
ensure government creates opportunities for meaningful citizen engagement to carry out its
responsibilities to grow our economy, and to protect and support the people of Iowa.  However,
an important caveat to this complex review process is to consider “one size does not fit all”
when contemplating the future responsibilities of Iowa’s boards and commissions, and the
expertise required to address the unique needs of children in Iowa.

While it is a cliché to simply say our children are our future, the meaning behind the cliché is
extremely accurate. Iowa children are the future of our state. The vast majority of children born
and raised in Iowa will remain in or leave temporarily and return to our state.  These children
are the future leaders, the future workforce, the future taxpayers of Iowa. Investing intentional
time and consideration into consistently creating conditions for children to thrive by addressing
the unique health, developmental, social and educational needs of infants, children and
adolescents will in turn generate greater prosperity for the future of our state.

Under the current Boards & Commission Review Committees’ reorganization
recommendations, almost all of the youth-related advisory boards, commissions, and councils
specifically designed to advise the state government regarding the unique needs of infants,
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children and adolescents at different developmental stages, will be rolled into another Board
which focuses on multi-age populations.  Even with the best intentions, if specific time and
focus is not provided to study and respond to the unique needs of children, one cannot not
assume this will happen organically within a broader Board structure. There are simply too
many competing priorities and fires of the day that will distract the focus away from
developmentally appropriate policies and preventive investments in the health, well-being, and
education of Iowa’s children. Just as an adult-sized shoe doesn’t fit a newborn, we cannot
assume board decisions made for all Iowans will be specifically tailored to fit the needs of Iowa
children without the inclusion of board members with pediatric expertise and decision-making
authority concentrated on policy strategies designed for children. Of specific concern, two
child-focused boards recommended for consolidation are:

1. the Hawki Board into the Medical Assistance Advisory Committee (MAAC), and
2.

the Children’s Behavioral Health Board into a Mental Health and Disability Services
subcommittee.

Both boards are proposed to roll within the multiple layers of committee structure and ultimately
falls under the authority of the Health and Human Services (HHS) Council.  Currently, both the
Hawki Board and the Children’s Behavioral Health Board are responsible with maintaining a
specialized lens to address the unique health and behavioral health needs of Iowa’s children.
The Hawki Board provides guidance to HHS on the development, implementation, and
administration of the Children’s Health Insurance Program. This health insurance product for
uninsured children of working families allows children access to the care they need to be
healthy without families having to choose between food, rent or paying for a doctor’s
appointment for their child. If the Hawki Board is rolled into the Medical Assistance Advisory
Committee, priority policy considerations regarding Hawki will always come second to the
complexities of the Medicaid program which serves a variety of populations including low-
income pregnant women, low-income children and families; the elderly; and persons with
disabilities.

Codification of the Children’s Behavioral Health Board was a key provision of Governor
Reynolds’ landmark legislation HF 690 to establish a mental health system in Iowa for kids.
While progress in establishing core services for children has occurred in the last four years
there is still so much work to accomplish to ensure every child, regardless of where they live in
Iowa, has access to quality, developmentally appropriate behavioral health services. If the
Children’s Behavioral Health Board is encompassed within the Mental Health and Disability
Services Subcommittee, the unique needs of children will likely always be a secondary priority
compared to the creation of adult services like Access Centers, Assertive Community
Treatment teams, programs to care for elderly with dementia and veteran mental health
services that have consumed the department’s focus through various forms of adult mental
health service redesign for the past 20+ years.  At a time when children’s health and mental
health are at a critical juncture, it does not make sense to roll the functions of all these boards
into a large subcommittee structure which is responsible for a broad mission and lacks the
specific board member expertise to address the health, mental health and well-being
challenges Iowa children and youth face today and in the future.  If the consolidation plan
moves forward, Blank Children’s Hospital recommends that specific children’s health and
mental health expertise be mandated additions to the HHS Council to elevate children’s health,
children’s mental health and well-being focus into the decision-making authority of the council.

A second concern is the consolidated board structure proposed does not propose attention be
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given to the importance of cross-department collaboration. Children and youth in Iowa are
impacted by various state departments, but most visibly and directly are the Department of
Health and Human Services and Department of Education. Legislators have recognized the
importance of cross-department collaboration by mandating department representation and
participation in current Boards and Commissions established in law. It is unclear if the Boards
and Commissions Review Committee recommendations will explicitly mandate the participation
of other departments on each relevant board. Yet such collaboration is key to ensuring
successful outcomes for children. For example, Iowa Workforce Development (IWD) is a
critical partner to developing programs to train, recruit and retain the health care and mental
health care workforce in Iowa, and should be intricately involved with the HHS Council and
relevant subcommittee efforts. Yet it is unclear if that will be an explicit priority identified in the
Boards and Commissions Review Committee’s recommendations or future legislation codifying
the new boards and commission structure. Likewise, the same is true for the need of
collaboration between the Department of Education and IWD to develop, recruit and retain
quality teachers, school personnel and school administrators to educate Iowa’s children.

One strategy to promote cross-department collaboration to strengthen health and education
outcomes for children utilized by our neighbors in Wisconsin was the creation of the Office of
Children’s Health & Well-Being. Under Governor Scott Walker, the small office of three
personnel was created for the purpose of promoting cross-department collaboration,
connecting programs, aligning policies and funding streams to more efficiently and effectively
address the root causes of adversity which negatively impact child health, well-being, and
future educational success. Blank Children’s Hospital recommends Governor Reynolds create
a similar role to highlight the importance of child health and well-being to Iowa’s future
economic prosperity. Through the development of a Children’s Policy Advisor position within
the Governor’s Office, the Governor and her Cabinet will better be able to identify and facilitate
cross-department collaborative opportunities to improve health and education outcomes for
children in Iowa.

Thank you for your time and consideration of these recommendations to ensure the unique
needs of children continue to be prioritized and addressed by our future state government
Boards and Commissions structure. For any additional information about these suggestions,
please feel free to contact Chaney Yeast, Government Relations Director, Blank Children’s
Hospital at chaney.yeast@unitypoint.org.

Blank Children’s Hospital | UnityPoint Health – Des Moines
1200 Pleasant Street
Des Moines, IA 50309

blankchildrens.org
unitypoint.org
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This message and accompanying documents are covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. sections 2510-2521, and contain information intended for the specified
individual(s) only. This information is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient or an
agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you
have received this document in error and that any review, dissemination, copying, or the taking
of any action based on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail, and delete the
original message.

Page 491 of 564



From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Concerned about reducing/merging Iowa Commissions/Boards

To whom it may concern,

I am unable to attend or watch the Sept 6 Public Comments event so here is my letter.

Since moving to Iowa in 2007 at the age of 48 years old, I have become active in trying to
advocate for deaf and hard of hearing Iowans because in other states I have seen deaf people
accommodated, given equal access and heard from through the different parts of the state
government.  Of the last 6 states, I lived in as a Deaf person, I have told people Iowa's status
for Deaf people is the worse.  I could cite examples of different kinds of services that need to
improve in working for and accommodating Deaf people equally - whether it is the courts,
prisons, law enforcement, education, public health, at the Capitol, etc. Iowa's Commission of
the Deaf is hardly heard from and their effort to improve has often fallen short.

After a few years living in Iowa, I joined at least one advisory group and also was appointed to
serve two terms on the Deaf Services Commission of Iowa (DSCI), because I saw the need to
help my peers.  I meet former Iowans who moved out of state citing the sad fact that they being
college graduates or professionals, in some field of serving others, do not feel they are treated
as equal persons, and do not find employment opportunities due to being deaf.

Even while serving my second term on the Deaf Services Commission of Iowa, I submitted a
resignation letter because I had a few suggestions to improve that was not carried through
because the committee at one time had more non-Deaf people and was underrepresented.
The chair was Deaf but felt she had to be neutral.  The agency director did not agree with me
and others who raised concerns.  Thus we could not push for improvements like, for example
in Washington State, where commission concerns were immediately shared directly with whom
it involved (e.i., public schools, hospitals, public services, etc.).  Unlike Iowan Blind citizens,
who have their own Department with direct access to the governor executive team, deaf and
hard of hearing people are in a mixed commission with hearing people, and have to push our
voice or input up the several levels through a group of different Community Advocacy Services
, then if we are successful we bring it up to the Human Rights Commission.  We are three
steps down from where Blind people advocate for their rights-- while the number of deaf/hard
of hearing Iowans was at least three times larger than the Blind/Sight impaired Iowans (I
compiled facts about this 6 years ago).  Iowa in helping the blind Iowans include a good
number of state employees working for their behalf and we hardly have one person
representing us!
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I could cite different examples that I experienced in Iowa that Deaf people do not experience in
other states, but we made some improvements and have a long way to go.  Deaf people will be
left behind and left at the mercy of the state's welfare if they are treated less than equal as
persons and their concerns are not listened to.  We have been underestimated in number,
ignored or overlooked, or looked at as completely disabled and unworthy citizens. Even the
words from Scripture is still true today when it states: “Do not insult the deaf or cause the blind
to stumble. You must fear your God; I am the LORD." Leviticus 19:14.

Please leave and respect the commission/boards: Deaf Service Commission of Iowa and the
Iowa Board of Sign Language Interpreters and Transliterators (Licensure). Better yet, please
begin discussions on how deaf, hard of hearing and deaf-blind people will have their
grievances heard, accommodations improved and be treated as their fellow Iowan citizens.
Minority groups or commissions for people of disabilities rarely include Deaf people because
we are a minority with linguistic oppression.  There needs to be a way where their voices are
not overtaken by other groups or overshadowed because they have to start way down the state
departmental level and have no deaf government representative hired to address their rights.

Thank you for letting me and my peers bring this to your attention.  We want to work together
and bring common good, and exercise our constitutional rights.

Sincerely,

(proudly Deaf and active in my community, region and state as a committed citizen)

Cedar Rapids

--

"Our mission is to ensure that deaf children shall receive the educational and social
opportunities to enable them to experience life in a manner equivalent to their hearing peers."
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DSCI

Iowa hearing people are arrogant about Deaf. They often they know best for deaf people. They
don’t…

Back 2014 two applicants for DSCI for office of deaf service they hired a hearing and see what
happen.. they should hire deaf person . he applied and they didn’t hire deaf a right person for
deaf office.

Also DSCI had community discussion several years how to improve deaf community and still
hearing people run that and they didn’t do anything.

I went ODS several years they don’t have any deaf staff.

Please consider to keep DSCI.  Iowa is a finest place to live .

Sincerely
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From:                 
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Dear Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

To ensure Iowa does not lose $14.3 million in federal funding, not including local private
matching funds, and risk loss of key services impacting every county in the state, please
preserve the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service with its board and staff continuing to
operate as is.

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily recommended for
elimination. Given the multiple programs facilitated by the commission, no other state agency
or department including HHS could devote the time and staff needed; thus, elimination of
Volunteer Iowa would create unintentional and devastating impacts on the nonprofit community
across the state of Iowa:

* Without this designated commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance
with federal statute required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing
AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in
Segal Education Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local
private matching funds.
* The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP.
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* The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs through MENTOR
Iowa that make local youth programs eligible for various state and federal funding
opportunities.
* The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs
including but not limited to local disaster response, after-school programming, tutoring for
reading and math, building of low-income housing, and providing services to refugees. These
programs reach every county in the state.

I served on the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service for nine years representing the
business sector and saw the tremendous need across our state to support our non-profits and
communities through volunteer engagement. It opened my eyes to programs and opportunities
that I did not know existed. I attended the Association of State Commissions conference in D.
C. and learned what other states are doing with their programming. Iowa is known as a leader
in this field and Volunteer Iowa Director Adam Lounsbury is highly regarded among his peers
across the country for the innovative programs and ways the department has grown over the
years. Governor Terry Branstad established the Commission in 1994 “to assist in the
development and implementation of a comprehensive, statewide plan for promoting volunteer
involvement and citizen participation in Iowa, as well as serve as the state’s liaison to national
and state organizations which support the Commission’s mission.” The Commission has
proven to be successful and it would be devastating to see the state of Iowa lose the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service and board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             In Support of Volunteer Iowa

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

Thank you.

Iowa Program Manager
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Conservation Corps Minnesota & Iowa

11407 NW Jester Park Dr.| Granger, IA 50109

www.conservationcorps.org

resources restored. lives changed.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Consolidation of volunteer committees

Good morning and to whom it may concern,

I understand what is happening and why our governor is doing what she is doing. The
consolidation of committees and commissions is definitely all about creating a lack of
transparency in our government. Let's not play games here and pretend like you don't either.

When you are older and thinking back on your life. I hope you understand your complicitness in
this dereliction of duty that most Iowan Republicans are in on. It's disgusting and iowa is worse
for it.

None of this is meant to offend you. This is a constitute airing her displeasure at the
government she was handed.

I'm particularly concerned about the
commission Volunteer Iowa. I think one thing that goes across all differences in iowa is people
here are great at volunteering. I guess the governor and those like her don't think that's a good
thing. As I don't trust her and her ilk it's hard to even write this letter. I feel like nobody listens in
this governor's realm. It's all about private school using public money and keeping women
down. My own daughter has left the state and she's vows never to return.

I've had two clients over the last year and a half move out of state. And please don't quote the
latest paid for statistic. Not with this dirty water and shitty air and more hogs than people.

Anyway this is probably futile but at least I get to put it out there.

Thank you
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Dapac state board

I am a retired adult protective worker with Iowa DHS/ HHS who has been an active guest
member in the DAPAC ( dependent adult protection advisory committee) for several years.
This is an active multidisciplinary group of concerned individuals whose input across disciplines
is valuable.   The meetings afford opportunities to share information and updates of people all
working with the elderly and dependent adults in varying capacities.  Recommendations have
been submitted regarding pending legislation, policy changes etc.  If this group is disbanded
the current HHS dependent adult protection team will lose access to valuable diverse input.

Sincerely
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposed elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board

Dear Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

I was dismayed to learn that the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board is on the
proposed chopping block by your committee.
Do you fully realize what this board quietly does? Without this board, our state will not be in
compliance to receive AmeriCorp state funding. These are funds that many nonprofits in our
state desperately need to do good work in our state. Nonprofits are increasing many
challenges these days due to tax changes and the pandemic. Please do not eliminate the
Volunteer Service board (aka Volunteer Iowa) which is our pathway to additional funding.

Thank you.

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 08:51:03 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 503 of 564



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Protect Volunteer Iowa and Federal Funding

Hello,

 I am writing to express my deep concern and opposition to the proposal to eliminate the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service, also known as Volunteer Iowa. This proposal, as part of the
state government reorganization plan signed into law earlier this year, could have serious
consequences for our communities and organizations across the state.

Volunteer Iowa plays a critical role in overseeing federal funding through the AmeriCorps
program in Iowa, ensuring that these funds are distributed to address "critical community
needs." These needs range from low-income housing construction to after-school programming
and local disaster response. The commission has consistently demonstrated its commitment to
supporting our communities and has been instrumental in disbursing vital funds.

The federal statute mandates the presence of a state commission to remain eligible for
AmeriCorps funding. While it is suggested that an "alternative administrative entity" could
replace the commission, it's important to note that such an entity would require federal
approval and would still necessitate the existence of a commission. Without a state
commission, Iowa stands to lose approximately $2.5 million in formula funding, putting at risk
the essential programs and services that AmeriCorps funding supports.

Furthermore, the elimination of Volunteer Iowa would force Iowa organizations currently
receiving AmeriCorps State funds to compete through the federal process, pitting them against
national nonprofits and organizations. This could have a detrimental impact on local
organizations that rely on this funding to serve our communities effectively.

I urge you to reconsider this proposal and its potential repercussions on our state. Volunteer
Iowa has enjoyed strong bipartisan support and has been a valuable asset to our community
programs. It serves as a vital bridge between federal resources and local organizations,
ensuring that our communities receive the support they need.

I respectfully request that you take the concerns of Volunteer Iowa board members, grant
recipients, and community advocates into account. I also encourage you to explore alternative
solutions that preserve the commission's essential role in supporting our communities.

Please know that I am not alone in my concern. Many Iowans are deeply troubled by this
proposal and its potential impact on our state's ability to access federal funding for critical
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community needs. I implore you to listen to the voices of the people who rely on Volunteer
Iowa and its vital work.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I hope that, together, we can find a solution that
preserves Volunteer Iowa and ensures the continued well-being of our communities.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment Elimination of Boards and Commissions

Please accept this email as a part of public comments:

* For each state board and commission that will be eliminated or consolidated, provide
information/transparency with the public as to “why” the decision was made for that specific
board or commission.
* Provide specific impact on Iowans as to the loss of active commissions that are being
consolidated or eliminated.
* Has anyone in state government reviewed potential consequences or impact on federal
funding as a result of elimination/consolidation of each board or commission?  See example
below regarding the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
* Will elimination/consolidation of commissions make Iowa ineligible for certain federal
grants?
* The public comment period should be extended as the deadline is a day after a holiday
weekend.

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa. The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa
meet a range of critical community needs including but not limited to afterschool programming,
tutoring for reading and math, building low-income housing, responding to local disasters, and
providing services to refugees. These programs reach every county in the state. Please retain
the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued funding for the more
than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and countless other organizations
supported by the commission to meet critical community needs across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
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funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

Sincerely,

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     
                         

Subject:             AmeriCorps State programs in Iowa

Why would you want to eliminate a proven open channel to receive Federal money to another
“agency” that could possible not work or delay this money source? I recommend you leave this
commission operational.
Thank You.
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From:                 
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             ICAA Comments on Preliminary Recommendations

Please see the attached letter.

Thanks,

--

Mission: Educating, Advocating for, and Connecting Community Action Agencies to amplify a
unified voice in service of Iowans facing economic hardship.

Check out our new website!: www.iowacommunityaction.org
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2323 Forest Ave.  PO Box 41608, Des Moines, IA  50311       515-244-0328 
www.iowacommunityaction.org 

 

September 5, 2023 

Governor Kim Reynolds 
Office of the Governor 
Iowa State Capitol 
1007 East Grand Ave. 
Des Moines, IA  50319 

Sent via Email to Taryn Frideres: taryn.frideres@governor.iowa.gov 

Dear Governor Reynolds & the Board & Commissions Review Committee: 

After reviewing the preliminary recommendations made by the Boards & Commissions Review 
Committee tasked with streamlining the Boards and Commissions for the State of Iowa, the 
Iowa Community Action Network is disappointed that the Committee would recommend the 
elimination of the Community Action Agency Commission, particularly with no context or 
reasoning to accompany the recommendation. 

It is the Community Action Network’s position that the elimination of this Commission takes the 
public further away from the work of Community Action - which is not in the best interest of 
individuals and families experiencing low income.  We need and want Iowans to know what is 
happening with the work that we do and provide input - it is in fact central to our mission and 
part of our founding principles.  We believe that having this representation at the State level 
helps hold State Government and Community Action Agencies accountable and is a key 
component to the success of Community Action programming.  Most importantly, the citizen 
voices of low-income families should retain their seat at the table in order to be part of decision 
making that affects them.  
 
In the interest of the Governor’s intentions for making State Government more streamlined, 
the Network would propose the following efficiency: to fold the existing Family Development 
and Self-Sufficiency (FaDSS) Council under the Community Action Agency Commission.  Of the 
providers who offer FaDSS programming, Thirteen (13) of the Fifteen (15) are Community 
Action Agencies.  In fact, the FaDSS program was born out of pilot programming in the 
Community Action Network.  The mission of FaDSS and Community Action are in lock-step and 
most families who are utilizing FaDSS Services are also accessing other services provided by 
Community Action Agencies.  We believe the Community Action Agency Commission and the 
FaDSS Council would benefit from the expertise and diversity that exists on the Council and 
Commission today. 

The Network of Community Action Agencies served over 290,000 Iowa households experiencing 
low income last year.  Iowa is recognized nationally for its effective administration of 
Community Action Agency run programs such as Weatherization, LIHEAP and CSBG.  This is in  
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large part due to the tri-partite board structure (equal representation from public, private and 
low-income constituencies) that is utilized at each agency and by the Commission.   

By eliminating the Community Action Agency Commission, you are eliminating citizen voices: 
their experience, their advocacy and the accountability they bring to State Government and the 
programs and agencies that serve them. 

We welcome the opportunity to discuss this further with the Governor, any of her staff or the 
Committee.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
CC: Director Kelly Garcia, , Director Kraig Paulsen 
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Commission remarks

Hello BCRC members,

There are 38 states who have Commissions for the Deaf, including Iowa. These Commissions
are crucial organizations that improve the quality of the lives of the Deaf, Hard of hearing, and
DeafBlind citizens of their states by providing services and programs that understand the
specific needs of the members of that community. As you can imagine, Deaf people's
experience in navigating school, employment, and access to government is different than it is
for people who can hear and speak. DSCI and other Commission for the Deaf around the
country are positioned to understand that experience and work to break down barriers and
create access. Most of the time, the barriers that exist are not intentionally placed, but simply
oversights due to it not occurring to people to think in terms of access for Deaf people. That's
what DSCI does. It makes sure that the Deaf citizens of Iowa don't get lost in the mix just
because they are a small population.

If DSCI and the other Community Advocacy Commissions are merged into the Human Rights
Commission, Deaf people in Iowa *will* be lost in the mix.

Currently, the 7 Commissioners on DSCI give their time and energy at little to no cost to the
State to work diligently on issues specific to enhancing the quality of life of Deaf people in
Iowa. Why lose that talent and dedication? Keeping an active DSCI is an easy, cost effective
way for the State of Iowa to demonstrate that it values its Deaf citizens and wants them to have
a voice at the table.

Don't remove the one small but mighty resource that Deaf Iowans have in our State
government. Don't create more barriers for a community that already has so many.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comments to be delivered in today's hearing

Good morning,

As I stated previously, I'm sharing by email the comments I intend to make verbally at this
afternoon's hearing to ensure they are received in the event that I'm cut for time.
---
Good afternoon, and thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts on these proposals.
My name is . I have served 3 terms of AmeriCorps service, including a 2 year
engagement as a VISTA Leader which ended on the same day as your recommendations were
announced.

While plenty of proposals on this list would spell disaster for participatory democracy, I feel
especially compelled to share my objection to proposal #167, which would eliminate the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service.

Every year, thousands of hardworking people and millions of federal dollars serve Iowans
through AmeriCorps and other programs coordinated by Volunteer Iowa, doing everything in
their power to make sure there’s food on the table and a roof overhead for every Iowan, and
responding fearlessly in the aftermath of disasters such as the Derecho.

The scale of these efforts, as well as the terms of the federal funding that supports them,
require a Volunteer Commission equipped to coordinate their efforts statewide.

The service opportunities made possible by Volunteer Iowa and the organizations it supports
incubate impactful and fulfilling careers, strengthen communities, and save lives.

Volunteer Iowa is one of several state bodies facing elimination which have not only permitted
but celebrated the aspirations of the most compassionate and driven people I’ve ever met. The
destructive impact of eliminating the Commission will have widespread effects felt in state
agencies, local governments and school districts, and the entire nonprofit community in Iowa.

In the increasingly uncertain times we live in, the need for a culture of volunteerism, as well as
the infrastructure required to coordinate volunteers’ efforts, is more important now than it ever
has been.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DSCI

Salutations, Boards and commissions review committee-

I am writing to you as an ally of the Deaf community, I was raised with two Deaf parents in
Ankeny and am now a licensed Sign Language Interpreter. I was born and raised in Iowa, went
to Ankeny High School and graduated from DMACC and then left the state for a decade and
have recently returned to Iowa earlier this year. Since my return I have noticed big changes
that have happened that's left Iowa severely lacking in its support for this underrepresented
community in comparison to other states I've lived and worked in. Being a Deaf or Hard of
Hearing person in the state of Iowa is an incredibly isolating life and I refuse to believe that the
state government wants this quality of life for Iowans. The decisions being proposed makes me
feel like we are pushing members of a marginalized community out of our beautiful state due to
a lack of access and support.

DSCI was once a fully functioning commission with a mission providing support to the
community in such a robust capacity. The current Office of Deaf Services ceases to have any
full time staff and the '1/3 FTE' person knows no American Sign Language and cannot provide
the advocacy or education that this office needs.

 I am deeply concerned about the proposed merging of DSCI as well as reorganization of the
Board of Sign Language Interpreters and Transliterators in addition to a few other proposed
mergers impacting the Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Deafblind community.

There are dire concerns for our Deaf and Hard of Hearing Iowans as they are already feeling
cut off from support, resources and services. Proposing that we have one person representing
the perspective of Deaf/Hard of Hearing Iowans across the state is a severe detriment and loss
to the community. One person cannot represent the perspective or support all of the needs
within the community. If you look at other states they are well staffed with commissioners who
are Deaf and ASL fluent forming a variety of perspectives.

I envision a barrier free Iowa. I have seen my parents work so hard fighting for their rights to
access on a daily basis. They are having to continuously educate and advocate for themselves
literally everywhere they go. I have witnessed Iowa hospitals, education systems, financial
institutions and other systems that people rely on to function in society deny my parents access
to communition and disregard their needs and rights to access. Its a battle just to ask a

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 10:34:45 CDT
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restaurant/bar to turn on captioning on a single TV when we go out to watch a game.

DSCI is a vessel of support to help connect people to resources and services with the intent to
improve communication access while raising awareness and education. I plead with my State
government to please support DSCI to ensure that Deaf Iowans, taxpayers like my parents
who have worked in Iowa their entire life, don't get left behind or feel further isolated by the
state they call home. I urge you to keep DSCI intact with active and involved commissioners so
the diverse perspectives of the Deaf community can be represented and supported by
members within that community. Please protect the initiatives of DSCI and continue supporting
the voice of Iowa's Deaf community.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DSCI

DSCI is very critical for the deaf community.
We need a place to be able to contact for our concerns, get resources,  and advocates.
Currently we are scrambling around looking for these services with DSCI we were able to rely
on them for several things.

This program can become a big thing for Iowa and really support the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
community.  We can work together and educate one another in a very positive way.  Me being
a deaf adult in rural Iowa, is difficult not having the services from DSCI to help with all the
issues concerns and resources that need to be expressed.

As a former Junior DSCI commissioner this is tough to see, I was able to learn my identity
of being Deaf and meeting others all around Iowa,  we built long lasting friendships personally
and professionally. Improving my
Knowledge of deaf culture, ASL, and knowing all the resources  for the Deaf.

All services in one place would be amazing please reconsider and keep DSCI and let us make
it bigger and better.  Iowa is great and can have so many potentials for the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing community.

Thank you
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             FW: AmeriCorps Funding

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I’m writing to urge you to retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, also known as
Volunteer Iowa, which oversees AmeriCorps programs in Iowa. Federal statute requires states
to have a commission to remain eligible for AmeriCorps funding.

AmeriCorps programs in Iowa do good things for our communities. In Grinnell, our AmeriCorps
workers have focused on literacy, especially during the summer months,  helping to raise the
scores of K-4 readers, and prevent “summer slide.” These efforts have been documented in
pre and post testing over a multi-year period.

Grinnell College Museum of Art was able to serve 2,784 children and caregivers in our
community with free arts and literacy programs this past summer because of the work our
AmeriCorps members do.

As well, the AmeriCorps experience provides local youth important opportunities working in
education and serving their communities.

Without AmeriCorps members, our community’s ability to ensure summer learning and keep
kids at grade level reading would be severely compromised.

Please keep the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service and AmeriCorps in our state.

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 12:07:59 CDT
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Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:

I believe Iowa should not illuminate the Board or Commission that would d away with Iowa
Volunteer. The result in loosing important funding for other programs for Iowas is in poor
choice. Many Iowa leaders of both political parties believe this to be important. Our
communities are based on this premise of common good.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment: United Way of Central Iowa

Hello,

Attached is a public comment letter to the Boards & Commissions Review Committee.

Thank you,
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United Way of Central lowa

1T 11 Ninth Street

Suite 100

Des Moines, lA 50314

United Way
(sls) 246-6500 Of central lowa

Public Comments on Proposed Changes to lowa's Boards & Commissions

United Way of Central lowa

1111 9th Street, Ste. 1O0

Des Moines, lowa 50309

Dear Boards & Commissions Review Committee,

On behalf of United Way of Central lowa, I write to submit comments on the proposed changes to lowa's

boards and commissions. United Way of Central lowa invests in hundreds of local nonprofit programs

focused on creating progress in the 5 Elements of a Thriving Community: Essential Needs, Early

Childhood Success, Education Success, Economic Opportunity, and Health & Well-Being.

The proposed changes to reorganize, restructure or eliminate many critical boards & commissions could

mean that some of lowa's most vulnerable populations do not have their specific needs addressed.

Working in a collaborative way, many of these boards and commissions not only represent local

community involvement and input, but also serve to raise awareness and provide agency and voice to

those who too often are not represented.

At United Way, we believe that community-based approaches, with the representation and involvement

of affected communities, helps to advance the specific causes and populations that these boards and

commissions were setup to address. With potential eliminations and reorganizations, many of lowa's

most vulnerable populations may not have that representation moving forward in state business.

We urge the Review Committee to maintain strong representation in the areas we have identified below,

retaining critical boards and commissions that help serve as the voice for lowans of all walks of life.

k you for your time and ntion,

United
way @

www.unitedwaydm.org
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United Way of Central lowa

11'11 Ninth Street

Suite 100

Des Moines,lA 50314

(51 5) 246-6500

United
way @

United Way
of Gentral lowa

United Way of Central opposes the following changes and eliminations

Elimination: Reorsanize/Other Cha nges

o State Building Code Board Advisory

Council

r Dental Hygiene Committee
o Board of Dietetics

o Midwifery Advisory Council
o Board of Nursing Home Administrators
o Prison lndustries Advisory Board

r Midwestern Higher Education Compact
o Advisory Committee for Perinatal

Guidelines
r Child Care Advisory Committee
o Leadership Council for Child Care

Training and Development
o Early Childhood Stakeholders Alliance
r Commission on Community Action

Agencies

r Dependent Adult Protective Advisory
Council

o lowa Commission on Volunteer Service

r Local Food and Farm Program Council
o Organic Advisory Council

o Area Education Agency Advisory Group

o Child Development Coordinating

Council

o lowa State Civil Rights Commission

r Board of Dentistry
r Board of Medicine
o Board of Nursing

r Board of Optometry
o Board of Pharmacy

o Board of Physician Assistants

o Board of Social Work

o Board of Corrections
o lowa Autism Council

o College Student Aid Commission
o Community College Council

o State Board of Education

o lowa Public Broadcasting Board

o Commission of Veterans Affairs

o Commission of Deaf Services

r Commission of Persons With Disabilities

o HAWK-I Advisory Council

r HAWK-I Board

r Latino Affairs Commission
o Mental Health and Disability Services

Commission

o Commission of Native American Affairs

o Commission on the Status of Women
o State of lowa Youth Advisory Council
o lowa Workforce Development Board

o LocalWorkforce DevelopmentBoards

www.unitedwaydm.org
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comments

Thank you for the opportunity to share my comments. My comments are both attached and
identified in the body of this email.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions.

Best,

September 6, 2023

Boards and Commission Review Committee

Des Moines, IA

Comments Submitted to: BCRCcomments@iowa.gov.

Dear Members of the Boards and Commission Review Committee,
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I am writing in response to the Committee’s recommendations to make changes to Iowa’s
standing boards and commissions, shared with the public early last week. I want to express
concerns with some of the recommendations released.

United Ways of Iowa is a membership organization, representing local United Ways across
Iowa. Together, our members raise nearly $60 Million annually to strengthen Iowa communities
through investments in education, financial stability, health, and crisis services.

We are fortunate to be a partner with the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services to
implement Reading Corps, an evidence-based and effective AmeriCorps program working
directly with early learners in the school setting. A recommendation for consideration is the
elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services. This would be detrimental to not
only this important reading program provided to Iowa’s early learners, but the numerous
AmeriCorps programs designed to meet critical community needs while serving Iowans in all
99 counties.

The creation and continuation of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services is a requirement
by federal statute to receive AmeriCorps funds. The elimination of this Commission will
jeopardize current and future federal funding, impacting, not only the lives of Iowans served by
these programs, but those committed to providing volunteer service, as well as the nonprofit
communities providing support for AmeriCorps programs.

In reviewing the impact of this decision in terms of numbers, this includes:

******* 21 grants to new and continuing AmeriCorps programs in Iowa;

******* $9.45 million in federal grants;

******* $4.85 million in Segal Education Awards;

******* TOTAL Federal Funding in Jeopardy: $14.3 million

The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services is just one area of concern we
would like to highlight. In reviewing the list of boards and commissions scheduled for
elimination, a concern arose with the elimination of the Early Childhood Stakeholders Alliance
and the potential to jeopardize early childhood federal funds. The Alliance is designated to
serve as the state’s advisory council, a requirement under the federal Improving Head Start for
School Readiness Act of 2007.

There are a number of other boards and commissions recommended for elimination and
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consolidation/merger that could have lasting impacts on Iowans. I shared concerns with the
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services and the Early Childhood Stakeholders Alliance as two
examples that are not just elimination of boards and commissions served by community
members to provide input, but rather could have unintended consequences should their
eliminations remain as recommendations in the final report.

I can appreciate the importance to align boards and commissions to fulfill their responsibilities.
There may be some boards and commissions where further review and determination for
change is warranted. It would be recommended to determine a schedule, available with
community involvement, if at minimum current members of the boards and commissions, to
best determine their future fate. Reviews for the ongoing needs for the various boards and
commissions should be common to help alleviate massive restructure, similar to the
recommendations in front of us today.

I appreciate your time to share comments about the process for review and look forward to
final recommendations set forth by the committee.

Best,
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September 5, 2023 

 

Boards and Commission Review Committee 

Des Moines, IA 

 

Comments Submitted to: BCRCcomments@iowa.gov. 

 

 

Dear Members of the Boards and Commission Review Committee, 

 

I am writing in response to the Committee’s recommendations to make changes to 

Iowa’s standing boards and commissions, shared with the public early last week. I 

want to express concerns with some of the recommendations released. 

 

United Ways of Iowa is a membership organization, representing local United Ways 

across Iowa. Together, our members raise nearly $60 Million annually to strengthen 

Iowa communities through investments in education, financial stability, health, and 

crisis services.  

 

We are fortunate to be a partner with the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services to 

implement Reading Corps, an evidence-based and effective AmeriCorps program 

working directly with early learners in the school setting. A recommendation for 

consideration is the elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services. This 

would be detrimental to not only this important reading program provided to Iowa’s 

early learners, but the numerous AmeriCorps programs designed to meet critical 

community needs while serving Iowans in all 99 counties.  

 

The creation and continuation of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services is a 

requirement by federal statute to receive AmeriCorps funds. The elimination of this 

Commission will jeopardize current and future federal funding, impacting, not only the 

lives of Iowans served by these programs, but those committed to providing volunteer 

service, as well as the nonprofit communities providing support for AmeriCorps 

programs. 

 
In reviewing the impact of this decision in terms of numbers, this includes: 

 21 grants to new and continuing AmeriCorps programs in Iowa; 

 $9.45 million in federal grants; 

 $4.85 million in Segal Education Awards;  

 TOTAL Federal Funding in Jeopardy: $14.3 million 
 
The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services is just one area of 
concern we would like to highlight. In reviewing the list of boards and commissions  
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P.O. Box 316     Johnston, Iowa, 50131     515-777-1501 
 

scheduled for elimination, a concern arose with the elimination of the Early Childhood 

Stakeholders Alliance and the potential to jeopardize early childhood federal funds. The Alliance 

is designated to serve as the state’s advisory council, a requirement under the federal Improving 

Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007. 

There are a number of other boards and commissions recommended for elimination and 

consolidation/merger that could have lasting impacts on Iowans. I shared concerns with the 

Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services and the Early Childhood Stakeholders Alliance as two 

examples that are not just elimination of boards and commissions served by community 

members to provide input, but rather could have unintended consequences should their 

eliminations remain as recommendations in the final report. 

I can appreciate the importance to align boards and commissions to fulfill their responsibilities. 

There may be some boards and commissions where further review and determination for 

change is warranted. It would be recommended to determine a schedule, available with 

community involvement, if at minimum current members of the boards and commissions, to best 

determine their future fate. Reviews for the ongoing needs for the various boards and 

commissions should be common to help alleviate massive restructure, similar to the 

recommendations in front of us today.  

I appreciate your time to share comments about the process for review and look forward to final 

recommendations set forth by the committee. 

 

Best, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Consideration of Elimination of Iowa's Boards and Commissions

To:  Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee;

In response to the proposal that calls for the elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer
Service (ICVS):

I have been managing one of Iowa's AmeriCorps National Service Programs for 34 years.  I am
very familiar with the inner workings of ICVS as I have served at the liaison between Volunteer
Iowa and the Iowa Association of RSVP Directors for several years now, serving as an ex-
officio commissioner.  Over the years I have communicated with many colleagues from across
the country and I am convinced that Iowa has the very best Commission on Volunteer Service
in the country.  With strong leadership and a dedicated staff, ICVS has effectively served as
the administrators, advocates, and ambassadors for Iowa’s National Service Programs and
more importantly, for Iowa’s volunteer force.

This Commission provides the state’s volunteer management infrastructure with the necessary
support needed for all of us to effectively operate Iowa’s National Service Programs.  From a
fiscal standpoint, ICVS directly administers AmeriCorps grants that bring over $14 million into
the state of Iowa and assure that those grants are awarded to organizations who are
addressing critical needs for some of Iowa’s most vulnerable citizens.

As you may know, 42 US Code 12638 requires each state to designate a state commission to
receive federal AmeriCorps funds.  The code does allow the state to designate an alternative
administrative entity.  As you review this code and the administrative requirements of the Iowa
Commission on Volunteer Service, I urge you to consider the rich history of the Commission
and the current capabilities of ICVS.  The staff as well as the diverse and dedicated
(appointed) commissioners do a job second to none.  Although I felt educated on the many
tasks and responsibilities of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, in reading US Code
12638, I became even more aware of ICVS’s responsibilities and needed capacity to fulfill all of
the federal obligations.  I cannot imagine any alternative administrative entity being more or

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 13:21:12 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 539 of 564



better equipped to administer and/or oversee Iowa’s National Service Programs than Volunteer
Iowa.

Respectfully,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retention of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service Board

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

I had the privilege of serving on the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board for six years.
I saw first-hand the important work that this board does in supporting the overall well-being of
thousands and thousands of Iowans. The negative impact that would result from eliminating
this board would be devastating throughout the state.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
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countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Boards and Commissions Review Committee--Request from the Pediatric
Collaborative

*Sent on behalf of Dr. Teri Wahlig*

----------------------------

State of Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

The Iowa Pediatric Healthcare Collaborative, including ChildServe, Blank Children’s,
MercyOne Children’s, and the University of Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospitals, is grateful
for the opportunity to provide input on recommendations regarding restructuring Iowa’s Boards
and Commissions.  We appreciate the state’s effort to streamline and enhance these oversight
bodies.

As Iowa’s leaders in providing high-quality healthcare services to children across the state with
complex and special health needs, we work collaboratively to address issues affecting children’
s healthcare.  We are positioned to help identify ways to create more value in Iowa’s
healthcare system by improving quality outcomes and modernizing the delivery of programs
and services that support Iowa’s children.

The Iowa Pediatric Healthcare Collaborative respectfully requests consideration for having the
chair of the collaborative, or designee, as a designated appointment to serve on the Health and
Human Services Council.

Sincerely,
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 the Spirit of a Child

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error,
please notify the sender and delete the message. Please check this email and any
attachments for the presence of viruses; ChildServe accepts no liability for any damage caused
by any virus transmitted by this email.
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Who We Are
As Iowa’s leaders in providing high quality healthcare 
services to children with complex and special healthcare 
needs, Blank Children’s Hospital, ChildServe, MercyOne 
Children’s Hospital and University of Iowa Stead Family 
Children’s Hospital established the Pediatric Healthcare 
Collaborative.  

We know children are not simply little adults. That’s why 
we believe our state should design healthcare policies 
that meet the unique developmental needs of children by 
focusing on opportunities for prevention, early identi�cation 
and early intervention for more cost e�ective solutions.

What We Do
We collaborate to identify and address issues a�ecting 
children’s healthcare in Iowa. Together, we share a collective 
voice of pediatric providers to better educate and inform 
local, state and federal policymakers about existing and 
emerging issues impacting the health of Iowa’s children.  

Pediatric Healthcare Collaborative

How We Can Serve
•    We are experts in pediatrics with statewide reach

and impact and collectively serve nearly every
child in Iowa – especially those with the most 
complex medical needs

•    We are uniquely positioned to help you identify ways 
to create more value in Iowa’s healthcare system by 
improving quality and outcomes while reducing cost 
and carefully considering the “return on child health”

• We can help you prevent “unintended consequences”  
by serving as a trusted source of information for more 
comprehensively assessing the potential impact of 
proposed policy or system changes on child health 

• We are willing to work to identify solutions 
and problem-solve challenges alongside the 
Governor’s O�ce, HHS, IME and MCOs 

Thank you for taking the time to carefully consider how to best protect healthcare 
access for Iowa’s children.  Please reach out to any of us for further information.

Chaney Yeast, LMSW, JD
Director of Government Relations & Medical-Legal Project
Blank Children’s Hospital | UnityPoint Health – Des Moines
515.241.4312 | chaney.yeast@unitypoint.org

Cheryll A Jones ARNP, CPNP, FAANP
Director of Policy and Advocacy
Health Services Coordinator
Ottumwa Regional Center CHSC
641.682.8145 
 

Mikki Stier
Vice President of Government Relations & Public A�airs
ChildServe
515.331.4541 | mikkist@childserve.org

Mary Cownie
Chief of Sta�/Innovation/Advocacy
MercyOne Des Moines
515.358.9216
mcownie@mercydesmoines.org
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public comments re BCRC preliminary recommendations

September 6, 2023

Iowa Boards and Commission Review Committee

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Commission’s preliminary
recommendations to ensure the efficiency and effectiveness of boards, commissions, and
other similar entities created in Iowa law.

We are writing to ask you to ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board
continues to operate as is, effectively equipping community service organizations to provide
important services to the people of Iowa.

Conservation Corps Iowa engages 45-50 young adult AmeriCorps members each year in
meaningful hands-on community service and workforce preparedness training in natural
resource management, environmental stewardship, and disaster response across Iowa.  We
are part of the more 7,800 volunteers who serve Iowa every year through Volunteer Iowa,
which serves as the means for vital support we receive through the AmeriCorps national
service program.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, but it would also result in
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the loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA, and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Thank you for considering our request.

Regards,
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I'm using Adobe Acrobat.
You can view and comment on "letter to BCRC.09.06.23.pdf" at: https://acrobat.adobe.
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www.conservationcorps.org

restoring resources. changing lives.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa

To Whom It May Concern:

Please ensure the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board continues to operate as is.
The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service (aka Volunteer Iowa) is preliminarily
recommended for elimination which would create an unintentional and devastating impact on
the nonprofit community across the state of Iowa.

Without a commission board, the state of Iowa will not be in compliance with federal statute
required to receive its formula AmeriCorps State funding. In May 2023, the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Service announced 21 grants it awarded to new and continuing AmeriCorps State
programs in Iowa totaling $9.45 million in federal grants and $4.85 million in Segal Education
Awards for a total of $14.3 million in federal funding, not including the local private matching
funds. The elimination of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service would result in the loss of
not only $14.3 million in funding to local nonprofits and public entities, it would also result in the
loss of other federal funds administered by the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service
including but not limited to the Volunteer Generation Fund and 9/11 Day of Service grant,
VISTA and RSVP. The Commission is also responsible for certifying mentoring programs
through MENTOR Iowa that makes local youth programs eligible for various state and federal
funding opportunities.

The programs funded by Volunteer Iowa meet a range of critical community needs including
but not limited to afterschool programming, tutoring for reading and math, building low-income
housing, responding to local disasters, and providing services to refugees. These programs
reach every county in the state.
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For example, the Volunteer Center of Cedar Valley connects thousands of individuals of all
ages, backgrounds, and abilities with opportunities to serve in Black Hawk County. Without
partnership from the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service many of our programs, including
RSVP and Youth Service-Learning, would be affected resulting in a loss thousands of active
members of our community providing service.

Please retain the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service board to ensure the continued
funding for the more than 20 organizations that rely on AmeriCorps State funding and
countless other organizations supported by the commission to meet critical community needs
across the state of Iowa.

Signed,

Volunteer Center of Cedar Valley Board of Directors
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

Hello,

I would like to express my concern regarding the potential elimination of the Iowa Commission
on Volunteer Services. This commission makes it possible for the nonprofit I work for to have
an AmeriCorps program. Over the last 4 years, our AmeriCorps program has provided over
60,000 service hours to our community and over 50 people have completed service terms. The
knowledge gained through their service has helped many people to continue working in
conservation fields.

Please do not eliminate the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service. AmeriCorps programs
support many nonprofits in Iowa and our community will suffer if the program goes away.

Thank you,

--

Celebrating 45 years of advancing biodiversity in eastern Iowa by protecting resilient
landscapes and connecting people to nature.
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     Jon Murphy <jon@lobbyiowa.com>

Subject:             FW: Children's Behavioral Health System State Board

Can you please verify that my emails below along with the attached comments have been
received?

Thanks.

Coalition for Family & Children’s Services in Iowa

1111 9th Street, Suite 235

Des Moines, Iowa  50314

www.iachild.org

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 6:04 PM
To: BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
Cc: Jon Murphy <jon@lobbyiowa.com>
Subject: RE: Children's Behavioral Health System State Board
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Attached please find my written submission to be considered at the Boards & Commissions
Review Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input.

Coalition for Family & Children’s Services in Iowa

1111 9th Street, Suite 235

Des Moines, Iowa  50314

www.iachild.org

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2023 2:20 PM
To: BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
Cc: Jon Murphy <jon@lobbyiowa.com>
Subject: Children's Behavioral Health System State Board

I would like to have time at the September 6th meeting to discuss the  impact of the proposed
change to the Children's Behavioral Health System State Board.

Thank you.
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide input.  My name is .  I am the Executive 

Director of the Coalition for Family & Children’s Services in Iowa.  The Coalition's alliance of 

agencies provides the safety net to all children and youth with mental health or substance 

abuse needs, as well as children and youth who have been, or are now, in danger of being 

abused, neglected, or delinquent. 

 We advocate for children and families and for the people who provide services to children 

and families.  The Coalition believes in a public/private partnership and works closely and 

well with the Department of Health and Human Services. 

We commend the Governor and the Iowa legislature for reviewing the efficiency and 

effectiveness of all Iowa’s board, commissions and other similar entities creating in Iowa law 

and making recommendations for the continuation, elimination, consolidation, or 

reorganization.   

However, we are concerned that this process did not include issue experts outside of the 

Department of Health and Human Services.   

Child welfare is asking the question: “Are families better off because HHS is involved?” 

I would like you to ask yourself the question: “Are the youth with substance use and mental 

health needs going to be better off with the Children’s Behavioral Health System State Board 

being consolidated/merged?” 

In 2018, Governor Reynolds signed Executive Order Number Two and established the 

Children’s System State Board because there was not a state board dedicated to the 

children’s mental health system.  In 2019, the Iowa legislature codified the Children’s 

behavioral health system state board.    

That was five years ago, but we know true system change takes at least three to five years.  In 

addition, the pandemic occurred during this five-year period.     

According to reports from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, children’s 

emergency room visits for mental health issues increased significantly during the pandemic 

and continue to be a concern.1   

Did you know? 2  

• 90% of teenagers who die by suicide suffer from a psychiatric disorder, such as 

depression, anxiety or substance abuse. 

• Suicide is the second-leading cause of death in high school and college students. 

• Youth suicide rates are higher in rural areas than in urban areas. 

 
1 Georgetown University Health Policy Institute Center for Children and Families  
2 Foundation2 Crisis Services Statistics:  https://foundation2.org/suicide/suicide-statistics/  
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According to a 2020 election eve poll conducted by Lake Research partners, there is 

tremendous “tripartisan” support for making significant progress on children’s issues.  This 

support includes ensuring that the “best interests” of children govern decision making 

involving them.  There was also support in establishing a federal independent Children’s 

Commissioner “to protect and improve the care and well-being of children.”  3 

What is the responsibility of the members of the Children’s Behavioral Health System State 

Board?  The website states:  The Children’s Behavioral Health System State Board is the single 

point of responsibility in the implementation and management of a Children’s Mental Health 

System…”   

However, in reality, Iowa Code 225C.52 the following duties are described:   

1. Advise the administrator on the administration of the children’s behavioral health 

system.  

2. Provide consultation services to agencies regarding the development of 

administrative rules for the children’s behavioral health system.  

3. Identify behavioral health outcomes and indicators for eligible children with a serious 

emotional disturbance to promote children living with their own families and in the 

community.   

4. Submit a written report on each year.  The U.S. Surgeon General Advisory Protecting 

Youth Mental Health confirmed that mental health challenges were a leading cause of 

disability and poor life outcomes in young people even before the COVID-pandemic.4 

The Children’s System State Board does not have responsibility for the implementation 

and/or the management of a Children’s Mental Health System.   

Since our children and youth do not vote, we want to make sure that the consolidated and 

merged Children’s System State Board does not lead us to have them treated as an 

afterthought.   

The Coalition would like to volunteer to be involved in the strategies of the 

consolidation/merger of the Children’s Behavioral Health System State Board. 

Thank you.   

 

  

 

 
3 First Focus:  Campaign for Children:  A Children’s Agenda for the 117th Congress 
4 U.S. Surgeon General Advisory:  Protecting Youth Mental Health:  
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-youth-mental-health-advisory.pdf  
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service

The Iowa Commission on Volunteer Services is extremely valued by non-profit organizations
who help better our state and its citizens' livelihoods.  This commission in particular oversees
Iowa Americorps, which is vital for our state's already limited and threatened natural resources.

Please do not reduce these Iowa commissions and boards.  Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Volunteer Iowa should be maintained

The AmeriCorps program and its members have provided valuable services to the
communities they serve.
A recent recommendation by the Boards and Commissions Review Committee to eliminate the
Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, also known as Volunteer Iowa, could lead to a loss in
AmeriCorps programs like ours statewide.
Over the last 4 years AmeriCorps members have spent 50,000+ hours making eastern Iowa
land and habitat better for people, plants and wildlife while gaining the skills they need to go
onto careers, many of them right here in the state.

Don't eliminate the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service.
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