
From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Request to provide testimony at September 6th regarding proposed changes
to Dental Board/Dental Hygiene Committee

I request the opportunity to provide comments at the September 6th meeting of the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee.

Name: 
Speaking on behalf of: Iowa Dental Hygienists Association
Purpose of comments: proposed changes to Dental Hygiene Committee to the Dental Board

If you have any questions regarding this, please feel free to contact me at this email address or
via phone at .
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Board of Nursing

As a nurse in Iowa, I want to express my opinion that it is extremely important for the Board of
Nursing to maintain oversight and set standards for nursing practice in the state of Iowa.  I was
troubled by the licensing oversight being moved to the Iowa Department of Inspection and
Appeals for both nursing and medicine.  These are both boards concerning the health and
wellness of the people of Iowa.  It is important that persons with expertise in these areas
continue to have oversight in these areas.  Perhaps a need for reorganization, but the experts
in these fields need to continue to maintain their boards.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Request to Speak at September 6 Committee Meeting

The Iowa Chapter of American Society of Landscape Architects would like to speak to the
Committee regarding the recommendation to consolidate the Landscape Architectural
Examining Board with the Architectural Examining Board.

Thank you.

Date:                 Tue Aug 29 2023 15:51:08 CDT
Attachments:     image558917.png

Bcc:

Page 5 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image558917.png
Last Modified:        Tue Aug 29 15:51:08 CDT 2023

Page 6 of 1221



Page 7 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Public hearing September 6th

Hello,

I'd like to comment at the public hearing on September 6th regarding boards and commissions.
My comments will focus on the massage therapy board proposed merger. I'm a licensed
massage therapist and serve as the Government Relations chair for the American Massage
Therapy Association's Iowa Chapter.

Thank you,

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Re: RELEASE: Gov. Reynolds calls for public input on boards and
commissions, Review Committee to hold public meeting

Hello!

I would like to request to speak on behalf of the National Association of Social Workers - Iowa
Chapter during the September 6th meeting, please.

Thank you,

On Tue, Aug 29, 2023 at 2:26PM Press Releases from Iowa Governor's Office
<IowaGovernorsOffice@public.govdelivery.com> wrote:

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Governor Kim Reynolds★Lt. Governor Adam Gregg

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Tuesday, August 29, 2023
CONTACT: Kollin Crompton, (515) 745-2840,  kollin.crompton@governor.iowa.gov

Gov. Reynolds calls for public input on boards and commissions, Review Committee to hold
public meeting

DES MOINES – Together with the Boards and Commissions Review Committee, Governor
Reynolds is calling for public input on proposed recommendations to reform Iowa’s board and
commissions.

The Boards and Commissions Review Committee, created in the Governor’s alignment bill, is
responsible for reviewing the efficiency and effectiveness of all boards, commissions, and other
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similar entities created in Iowa law. Based on the Committee’s ongoing review, its members
have proposed preliminary recommendations, which can be found online here. The Committee
is required to submit a report containing its final findings and recommendations to the Governor
and the general assembly no later than September 30, 2023.

“Iowans should submit their feedback on the committee’s preliminary recommendations,
helping this committee put together a well-rounded final proposal. Reviewing Iowa’s 256
Boards and Commissions is long overdue, and Iowans now have the chance to weigh in on
how their taxpayer dollars should be used to support them,” said Gov. Kim Reynolds.

Members of the public and interested stakeholders can submit comments on the Committee’s
preliminary recommendations by sending an email to BCRCcomments@iowa.gov.

The Boards and Commissions Review Committee will also hold a meeting in Room 103 of the
State Capitol (Old Supreme Court Chamber) on Wednesday, September 6, 2023, at 12:00 p.m.
for further public input on recommendations to be made by the Committee.

If members of the public are interested in addressing the committee at its September 6th
meeting, please email BCRCcomments@iowa.gov and request to speak. Please include your
name and if you are representing an organization.

###

Stay Connected with the Office of the Governor of Iowa:

Manage Subscriptions  |   Help
  _____

 regards,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Medical Boards and Oversight

The Boards encompassing any medical licensing, certification and oversight are too important
and detail-oriented to be combined with other unrelated cohorts (for example – placing DIA
functions with medical licensing is too broad).  Important details can and will be missed.  Public
safety is paramount.  Please reconsider this portion of the organization plan and keep nursing
(medical) licensing and oversight as one entity.

Respectfully,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Review process

I currently serve on the Board of Athletic Training and am preparing some comments for a
future email. I have a question before I prepare those comments though:

What was the criteria used to determine if a board should be eliminated, merged, consolidated,
left alone, etc.? Could you please share the reasons the Board of Athletic Training was
recommended for elimination.

Thank you.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comments on preliminary recommendations...

To the Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

I am writing regarding the recommendation on page 3, that the Board of Psychology be
consolidated/merged.  While I am not clear from the document with which boards that
consolidation would be considered, I would draw to awareness that there are significant
differences amongst the various mental health and healthcare professions that vary from the
practice of psychology.

For example, psychologists are the only doctoral-level healthcare providers with training and
expertise in both psychotherapy and psychological testing/assessment.  Having a combined
board would water-down the understanding of some key clinical practice areas that are
foundational to our profession as psychologists.  That is, how could a licensed marriage and
family therapist truly understand psychological testing, for example.

Also, while there is a great deal in common, there do exist meaningful differences amongst the
various codes of ethics for the different professions that would make consensus decisions
about violations nigh impossible!

Finally, consolidating the Board of Psychology with any other allied mental health profession
board, the board of medicine, or any other healthcare board would only further erode the
public's understanding of the distinct roles and expertise of those professions.  That could lead
to financial waste (e.g., a Medicaid recipient seeks an evaluation for psychological testing with
a psychiatrist who cannot provide the service, costing the State money for an unwarranted
service), and could reduce the protections the public currently enjoys.

In conclusion, I applaud the consideration of efforts to reform and streamline the various
commissions and boards; however, it is vital that a superficial understanding of the similarities
amongst them not be the deciding factor.  There are meaningful differences between and
amongst the various boards that should not be under-valued or understated.  To do so could
endanger the public, have unintended costs, and hamper the vital functions of boards such as
the Board of Psychology.

Thank you for your attention to this message, and the important matter to which it pertains!

Sincerely,
--
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy
Act, 18 USC/2510-2521, is confidential, and may be legally privileged.  If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any retention, dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by law.  Please reply to the sender that you
have received this message in error, then delete it.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Input on Recommendations-Boards and Commissions Review

Hello,

My name is  and I am a member of the Iowa Midwives Association.  I am
requesting to be able to speak to the committee at the September 6th, 2023 meeting regarding
the committee's recommendation to eliminate the Midwifery Advisory Council.

Please let me know if you need any additional information from me, and if I will be permitted to
speak at this meeting.

Thank you!
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comment to BCRC

Dear members of the BCRC,

I appreciate your work and do not envy your task. In looking at the list, I was surprised to
discover there were so many Board & Commissions in the state of Iowa. I'm thankful Gov.
Reynolds is addressing this issue and will support whatever the final recommendation is.

I am currently the chair of the Board of Nursing Home Administrators. This is my fourth year
serving on the Board and my second year as the chair. Our work has been challenging through
COVID, but I feel we do a good job of providing accountability to nursing home administrators. I
would hope that the work we do is carried over to another board or commission, if that is the
final recommendation, as the Board is slated to be eliminated. Personally, I feel the board
should be maintained. Holding nursing home administrators to a high standard and quality of
care is essential to protecting the vulnerable population of an aging community. We receive
several complaints a month, some are non-issues, but some address serious health and safety
issues and offer a level of accountability and protection for the public.

Again, I do not envy your work but felt it necessary to provide my perspective.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     

Subject:             Wednesday September 6th meeting

As President of the Iowa Hearing Association I would like to speak on our behalf regarding
deregulation of licensing for our profession.

I understand this meeting is at noon in room 103 of the State Capitol.

Thank you,

“Dream Big, Make Plans, Smash Goals!’’
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     Petersen, Janet [LEGIS]
                         <janet.petersen@legis.iowa.gov>; austin.baeth@legis.iowa.gov
                         <austin.baeth@legis.iowa.gov>

Subject:             Iowa Boards Consolidation

State of Iowa

I am writing to provide comments regarding the Boards & Commissions Review Committee
proposals. As currently written, it is recommended to abolish the Board of Psychology and the
Board of Social Work, and to combine them with the Board of Behavioral Health. I am strongly
opposed to that move. First, the Board of Behavioral Health, and the other mental health
boards, typically oversee master’s level clinicians, rather than doctoral level clinicians. I am
concerned about their ability to understand the nuances here. Moreover, the public is in need
of more protection, rather than less. I have made several reports to boards about other
clinicians who have caused harm by practicing outside the scope of their practice. Those
boards have done nothing to stop those professionals from encroaching on duties limited to
psychologists, as well as violating test publication copyright, and I have witnessed direct harm
as a result. Collapsing boards is likely to result in less oversight, and I feel it would be
irresponsible to do so.

I am not sure that I am qualified to comment on boards that do not involve mental health, but
this aspect of the proposal is errant in its thinking and understanding. Again, I am registering as
strongly opposed to the proposed change. I would also oppose the elimination of all
minority/marginalized population boards (into the expanded Human Rights Commission). I
suspect that would give each a less powerful and focused voice.

Thanks.
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NOTE: Email is not a secure form of communication; thus, confidentiality cannot be ensured. If
a confidential document is being sent to you, it is password protected.  If you do not know the
password, please contact the sender. If you received this e-mail message in error, please
immediately notify the sender.

ATTENTION:  This electronic document may contain confidential information and is intended
for use only by the addressee or their representative.  This email, including attachments, is
covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 USC Sections 2510 – 2521, as well
as by the Health Insurance Portability & Accountability Act (HIPAA).  This information is solely
for the intended recipients.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that
any review, use, dissemination, distribution, copying, or storing of this email or any
attachments is prohibited.  If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please
notify the sender immediately and delete the message.Thank you for your cooperation.

Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             BOARDS & COMMISSIONS REVIEW COMMITTEE - SUBCOMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATIONS - AUGUST 29, 2023

Dear Boards & Commissions Review Committee,

My Public Comment:

I am writing to you as an athletic trainer and Iowa Athletic Training licensee. I have reviewed
some of the preliminary recommendations made by your committee. A recommendation that
caught my attention was the recommendation to ELIMINATE the board of athletic training. My
initial concern upon review is regarding protection of the public. Iowa Athletic Trainers are
medical professionals that work with both minors and/or adults. As medical professionals we
sometimes must perform medical actions that may or may not be extremely sensitive to the
patient. My concern is that if this board is eliminated, the public is at risk of wrongdoing with no
governing body to discipline/investigate the action. This is especially damaging if the
wrongdoing effects a minor. Just like every medical profession, nearly all professionals within
are great at their jobs, compassionate, and sensitive to the patients concerns. My concern is,
who will monitor and protect against the few bad apples who are not great at their jobs,
compassionate, and sensitive to the patients concerns? Who will ensure that children harmed
by the one bad apple cannot be harmed again, or harm others? This goes beyond just children,
all of the public who is cared for by an athletic trainer could be at risk if this recommendation
was implemented as is.

I understand this is a decluttering and cost reduction mission. This mission should not
endanger the public at that expense, in my opinion. In terms of taxpayer cost reduction, the
board of athletic training requires a licensing fee which fully or mostly supports board activities.
As a result, the tax burden is negligible or none.

I hope this message finds you well and provides additional context for your decision making.
Lastly, if their one key takeaway from this message that can emphasize, it is this: Athletic
Training is not a form of “fitness training”, athletic training is a medical profession who cares for
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both children and adults. From hospitals to the football field, when your child is injured, an
athletic trainer could be the one providing care.

A reply is not necessary, but should you feel the need I am happy to help in any way I can.

**I do not speak on behalf of any organization, group, or employer. The comments above are
mine and mine alone.**

Thank you for your consideration of my comments,

Page 25 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             request to speak

My name is  and I am currently the President-Elect of the Iowa Athletic
Trainers Society and a Professor/Director of Athletic Training at Drake University. I am asking
to speak on behalf of athletic trainers at the meeting to be held on September 6 regarding the
changes to boards in this state, and in particular the elimination of the Board of Athletic
Training.

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Re: proposed elimination of Dietetics Board

I have been a registered and licensed Dietitian since 2017, working as a clinical RD part-time
for the Knoxville Hospital and Clinics, along with providing evidence-based nutrition guidance
in my private practice.

The Dietetics Board ensures that Iowans are able to identify and access qualified professionals
who demonstrate the knowledge, skill and competency necessary to provide safe and ethical
nutrition therapy. As the public increasingly understands the importance of good nutrition,
some individuals without any formal education, training or expertise in human nutrition or
dietetics are exploiting this newly recognized market. The most prevalent job task that I do for
Iowans is correct nutrition misinformation & nutrition supplement quackery, and counsel them
on evidence-based dietary guidelines.

In addition to helping the public identify and access qualified practitioners, licensure often
provides health insurance companies and state and federal governments with the assurance
that these practitioners meet standards of professional competence in order to be reimbursed
for providing nutrition care services.  In Iowa, medical nutrition therapy and therapeutic diets
are provided by licensed and registered dietitians, and it is in Iowa law that these services
MUST be provided...by licensed and registered dietitians for insurance payment.  This comes
into play at the hospital/clinic levels, as well as long-term care facilities.

I have 2 requests:

1) Either leave the Dietetics Board as is; or, merge it with other licensed and registered
healthcare professions, such as Nursing, Physicials, Social Workers, Respiratory Therapists,
Nursing Home/Rehab facilities, Physical Therapists, Radiologists, Dental, etc.

2) Update the Iowa insurance code to add registered and licensed dietitians as being 'in-
network', i.e., 'preferred providers'.
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If you have any questions, let me know.
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Hearing

Please add a representative from he Iowa Psychological Association to your list of speakers for
Wednesday’s public hearing on boards/commissions.  If one of IPA”s board members cannot
speak, Amy Campbell (lobbyist) will read their comments.  I am sorry that I don’t have a name
yet - we are trying to find out if anyone is free at that time as mental health appointments are
booked out for some time.  Subject is the elimination of the Board of Psychology and moving
psychologist licensure under the board of behavioral health.

Thanks.

Amy Campbell | Partner, The Advocacy Cooperative | Partner, Campbell/Patterson Consulting
LLP | PO Box 1403  | Johnston, Iowa 50131 | amy@ialobby.com | 515.554.5838 (cell) | www.
ialobby.com

Representing AARP Iowa, Hills & Dales, Association of Area Agencies on Aging, Iowa Affiliate
of the American College of Certified Nurse-Midwives, Iowa Association of Rural Health Clinics,
Iowa Behavioral Health Association, Iowa Chapter of the National Association of Pediatric
Nurse Practitioners, Iowa Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Iowa County Conservation System,
Iowa Developmental Disabilities Council/Iowans with Disabilities in Action, Iowa Library
Association, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, Iowa Nurse Practitioners Association, Iowa
Nurses Association, Iowa Primary Care Association, Iowa Psychological Association, Iowa
Public Transit Association, Iowa State Reserve Law Officers Association, Juvenile Detention
Coalition of Iowa, League of Women Voters of Iowa, Link Associates, Loess Hills Alliance,
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), Okoboji Tourism, On With Life, Polk County, Prevent Child
Abuse Iowa, Professional Developers of Iowa, Rosecrance, SafeNetRx, Systems Unlimited
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and Commissions Comments

This message was sent securely using Zix®

Please carefully consider which boards and commissions you merge/eliminate.  I am a
licensed Speech Language Pathologist.  The Speech Language Pathology board ensures that
it’s licensed members are well trained and practicing at the top of their license.  Eliminating and
merging boards reduces oversight, lessens continuing education, and de-values our practice.
A functioning board is the only way to protect citizens from incompetent or impaired
practitioners.  Combining multiple unrelated career fields will limit a board’s efficiency and
efficacy.

Sincerely,

"No matter how much success you are having,
you can't continue working together if you can't communicate."

~Matt Cameron
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Preliminary recommendations on boards and committess

To whom it may concern,

I want to express my disappointment with the recommendations of the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee.  As a member of the boiler board and owner of a business
where we work on boilers as well as sell boilers, I believe the boilers board is of upmost
importance.  The board is made up of a diverse group of people from engineers, contractors,
inspectors and distributors.  Our collective knowledge helps in making the rules that are
inforced by inspectors to keep occupants safe throughout the state of Iowa.  We also hold
others accountable so there is not just one person that has the ultimate say in making rules
and decisions that affect the taxpayers of this great state.  I wish and hope that the committee
will reevaluate their stance and let the Boiler Board continue to aid in keeping occupants safe.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Request to appear for public comment

Dear Committee Members,

As President of the Iowa Athletic Training Society, representing over 1000 Athletic Trainers in
the state, I would like to request a time to address the Committee during the period of public
comment on September 6th at 12 noon.

Thank you.

Iowa State University
1011 South Dakota Avenue
Ames, IA  50011
515-460-5828 (mobile)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Board elimination

Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I am writing to you today to express my concern with your recommendation to eliminate the
Board of Athletic Training and the Licensing of Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa. The
importance of maintaining our regulating bodies in order to insure the protection of the Athletes
in our State is paramount.  Reducing or eliminating regulation would be a giant step backwards
in Athletic Training practice in our state to where literally anyone could serve as the "Athletic
Trainer" at their place of employment as that employer saw fit.

Athletic Training is a healthcare profession and we ATs are responsible for the health and
wellbeing of a specific population. We have national regulation via a national board exam to
initially become credentialed to practice but, as in many other areas for professional
organizations, it is the States that are ultimately responsible for the adherence to and
maintenance of educational competency via Licensure and Board regulation.  We must have a
standard of practice and system of ensuring applicants or current licensees are properly
educated and trained, or we will be headed to the unregulated randomness as seen in, and
only in, the State of California which does not regulate Athletic Training at the State level.

I understand the streamlining and reduction of governmental burden in some areas and that
the task of the Boards and Commissions Review is great but reduction for a profession that
provides healthcare to the athletes in the state (in many instances the youth) cannot be part of
this.  Additionally, this proposed reduction will not affect cost-saving measures as the Board of
Athletic Training operates without funding from the State as the members are volunteers and
they do meet virtually.

Many Athletic Trainers across the state have had lead roles in life saving measures of student
athletes or former student athletes. I myself performed CPR on a former student at the school I
work for and can say that they survived. I have 2 other athletic trainers who work for me who
just last year correctly identified lacerated spleens on football athletes during games and had
them transported immediately to hospitals again, likely saving their lives.

I ask that you maintain our Licensure and Board as is, without modification.  Perhaps a middle
ground can be met if you disagree, and would be willing to be a part of that discussion. Thank
you for your time and consideration on this extremely important issue.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comments regarding the proposed elimination of the Board of Athletic Training

My name is , and I am a resident of Ankeny, a parent of two children who
participate in sports, an athletic trainer, a Professor of Athletic Training and the Athletic
Training Program Director at Drake University, and the President-Elect of the Iowa Athletic
Trainers’ Society.

I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state and
particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. I cannot begin to
state how alarming this is for the safety of athletes in this state. Athletic trainers play a vital role
in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily. The presence of athletic
trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a trained healthcare provider to prevent, evaluate,
treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency occurs, athletic trainers are present
to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an emergency action plan/response.
Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being such an important and vital topic,
having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat head injuries accurately and
effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

There are many stories of the importance of athletic trainers, too many for this one email, but I
will share a few. Brent Greenwood, who graduated from Pleasant Valley High School and
played football at Iowa, was working out in Bettendorf and collapsed. An athletic trainer’s quick
and effective response to his cardiac issue is why he is still alive today. Last year, athletic
trainers at two different high schools in Iowa accurately diagnosed internal organ damage and
saved their athlete’s lives. Athletic trainers at a university in Iowa saved the life of a basketball
manager during practice a few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last year by
properly treating a cervical spine injury. I could go on and on with more stories. In each case
you needed a trained professional there, on site, to have a positive outcome. Having to call
medical help or having someone without the right qualifications present could have led to a
poor outcome. Athletic trainers are the professionals that are trained to be on site and take
care of these injuries.

If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools who are
hiring athletic trainers determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
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means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less
safe.

Additionally, by removing the licensure system from our state, we would rely only on the Board
of Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
exam is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates for basic knowledge and
skill, a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure continuing education is
necessary for public protection as best practices will naturally evolve over an athletic trainer’s
career.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

Finally, as a parent, I want my kids to be safe when playing in sports. I know injuries will
happen, but I expect the school or organization to have the properly trained individuals on site
to provide care. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and licensure system takes away an
important and effective means to ensure qualified individuals are providing that care.

Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you reconsider the
elimination of the Board of Athletic Training.

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Changing the AT law

Hi my name is ,
I am a 2nd year grad student part of the MSAT program at the University of Iowa. I have
recently learned of the possible law to go into effect about our licensure's within the state of
Iowa. I would like to stress to you the importance of keeping the current law the way it is as it
effects our profession with crossing state lines and allowing people who haven't gone to school
for it apply for a state license.

Please consider NOT removing the panel for Athletic Training!

Thank you

Get Outlook for iOS

Date:                 Wed Aug 30 2023 18:22:42 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Importance

Good evening,

I am a graduate student at the university of Iowa studying to be an Athletic Trainer. I just am
concerned about the possibility of Iowa becoming a state that removes the licensure of athletic
training leading to anyone having the ability to call themselves athletic trainers. It is a crucial
profession that is necessary in the state of Iowa. It would be extremely detrimental to both
athletes and athletic trainers if licensure was removed due to this legislation. I really hope that
this will not happen and athletic trainers will continue to have their licensure in the state of
Iowa.

Date:                 Wed Aug 30 2023 18:27:56 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure

To whom it may concern,
Taking away licensures in the state of Iowa for Athletic Trainers would be detrimental to the
active population and those who come in contact with ATs. Here is some following information
about ATs that back up needing a license to practice. This is important to me because as a
Student in my Masters program for AT this can greatly affect where I can work and would like
to work.

* Athletic trainers are health care professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations and disabilities. We as students must go through an intense 2-year
master's program that includes classes such as emergency care, orthopedics, advanced
anatomy, etc. On top of that we need complete so many hours of clinical experience and
patient encounters under an ATC.

* Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United
States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in
performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.

* Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements)

Please reconsider the elimination of AT licensure in the state of Iowa. It is very important for
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both of us as AT students, ATC, and the active community.
Thank you,

Get Outlook for iOS
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT Licensure

Good evening,

I am reaching out as an outraged athletic trainer at the thought of the state of Iowa eliminating
the Athletic Training Licensure Board. I am a BOC certified and Licensed Athletic Trainer
providing quality care to three different High Schools in Northwest Iowa. Without a proper
licensure process for my profession you are endangering athletes by allowing less qualified
individuals to determine their care. I underwent rigorous training in terms of education and
clinical requirements during my two years obtaining my masters degree. This training and
continuing education allows me to feel comfortable making quick and important healthcare
decisions with the youth athletes I provide care to. Without a licensing board individuals will be
able to put themselves in positions to make these decisions for young athletes that could
potentially alter the rest of their lives.

Without a licensing board in the state of Iowa other professions will be given freedom to set our
scope of practice. Our scope of practice allows me to provide the care I was trained extensively
for. Allowing other professions to determine what I can and cannot do in providing my
healthcare would undermine the integrity of my position. I am asking you to really consider just
how big of an impact this would make upon a group of professionals that want to continue to
provide high quality healthcare across the state of Iowa, as well as, protect the integrity of the
profession.

Date:                 Wed Aug 30 2023 20:09:21 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Immediate Action Needed: Board of Athletic Training and Licensure

To whom it may concern, I implore you to read this message in its entirety.

Hello, My name is  and I am a second-year graduate student at the University of
Iowa in the Master of Science in Athletic Training (MSAT). The impact that the Athletic Training
profession has had on my life as a previous youth and collegiate athlete is unparalleled. I hope
to provide the same standard of care one day to my own patients as I have received
throughout my life.

I am originally from Nashville, Tennessee and made the decision to move to Iowa because of
the University's exceptional curriculum for the MSAT program as well as the clinical
experiences we are afforded the opportunity to participate and learn in. Athletic training is a
young profession based upon extensive research and evidence, which is reflected in the
education required to be admitted into a master's program, complete all classroom coursework
while fulfilling our clinical obligations, as well as be approved for and sit for our Board of
Certification (BOC) exam. In order to receive your certification, you must pass your board
exam, like nursing and physical therapy. However, unlike both of those professions, we are
often first on the scene of an injury. We are the ones who see and work with our patients daily.
We are the ones who develop a rapport and trust with the patients we see in order to progress
them from an injury to the return to activity. Athletic trainers are professionals who are able to
provide care in emergency situations, able to provide pain relief through therapeutic modalities
such as electrical stimulation and various manual therapies, we design and progress
rehabilitation programs along with programming prevention programs to decrease injury risk
before they even happen. Athletic trainers are confidants and educators that promote physical
and mental health.

By eliminating the process of licensure, individuals without any proper training or education will
be enabled to legally claim they are a healthcare professional and therefore put athletes and
other active individuals across the state at risk. Athletic trainers are included under the allied
health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession. Athletic
trainers are essential to the success and operation of the healthcare team.

Iowa is a state that I now call home and pray that I can call home for many years to come.
However, if the Board of Athletic Training is eliminated, along with the requirement to apply for
licensure, my future and the future of every athletic trainer within the state is at risk. At the
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University of Iowa, Iowa State University, Drake University, Coe College, the University of
Dubuque, etc., there are athletic trainers who provide healthcare to elite athletes every single
day. In the University of Iowa hospitals, Mercy Hospitals and Iowa Orthopedics in Des Moines
there are athletic trainers who serve adults and children in clinics every day. In the wonderful
towns of Pella, Carlisle, and Spirit Lake, there are athletic trainers who serve high school
students as healthcare providers that are able to provide care when a hospital may be too far
away in the instance of an emergency and are able to provide rehabilitation programs without
the crippling costs of physical therapy. At corporations with factory workers such as Quaker
Oats in Cedar Rapids, there are athletic trainers who are available to treat patients and keep
them working at their peak performance so that they can continue to provide for themselves
and their families.

I humbly urge you to support the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and require licensure for
regulation of practice throughout the state. Do not allow any individual without the proper
education, clinical experience and true knowledge of the responsibility of our profession to
abuse it. Protect the public and protect the current licensed, life changing practitioners of
athletic training in the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training Elimination

Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

My name is  and I am currently in my final year of the graduate Master of
Science in Athletic Training program at the University of Iowa. My classmates and I have
worked incredibly hard over the past year and a half to receive a master’s level of education
and the necessary clinical experience hours to sit for the Board of Certification exam required
to call ourselves Certified Athletic Trainers in the near future. I alone have accumulated over
600 hours of clinical experience in the last year, not counting extra volunteer hours and
experiences to learn how to better serve my patients. I look forward to obtaining a job in the
secondary school setting after graduation to provide the best patient care I can provide.
However, I cannot provide the quality of care that all athletes deserve without the level of
education and clinical experiences I have and would be putting these children at risk if I were to
call myself a healthcare professional without the proper education, certification, and licensure.

Athletic trainers are health care professionals that specialize in the prevention, diagnosis, and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities. Along with already having a Bachelor of Health Science degree, I
also have taken courses in rehabilitation techniques, orthopedic evaluation, nutrition,
psychology, pharmacology, and a general medicine course. Again, I would be putting my
patients and athletes, including youth athletes, at risk of harm if I tried to do this job without the
proper education and hands-on training. Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types
of patients, not just athletes. Across the United States, we practice with traditional sports team
settings, performing arts companies, public safety, occupational health, and tactical athletes
such as the armed forces.

As of now, 47 states and the District of Columbia require licensure for athletic trainers. Of the 3
remaining states, New York has a licensure bill that is waiting for the Governor’s signature,
California has pending legislation, and Hawaii. Licensure provides the highest level of patient
protection for the safety of the public and is the standard regulation for health care professions.
Athletic trainers are defined as allied health professionals by the United States Department of
Health and Human Services, and are assigned a National Provider Identifier number. The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health profession. If
licensure in Iowa is eliminated, this could impact an athletic trainer’s ability to practice across
state lines, which means that any collegiate or professional team with an athletic trainer would
have to travel without their primary health care provider. Some states allow you to practice in
their state temporarily, for example traveling with a team, but your home state has to maintain
the same regulatory requirements as the state you are traveling to.
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I urge you to consider how this change might impact the families and children you serve.
Having a licensed and certified athletic trainer on the sideline of a Friday night football game
can be the difference between life and death for these athletes in their most dire situation.
However, an untrained individual in the same situation would cause more harm than good due
to their lack of education and experience. We are the first on the scene, and the only health
care provider to follow an athlete from the point of injury to the point of return. We see them
before the EMTs, before the physician, before the physical therapist, and advocate for them
every step of the way. We are essential to the success of the healthcare team and the
wellbeing of active people across the country, and the state of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Objection to merging different professionals into a single behavioral health
board

I object to the proposal to merge the Board of Psychology with Social Work, Mental Health
Counseling, and Marriage & Family Therapy. A merged board would be extremely difficult for
board members to be knowledgeable about the different laws and ethical codes.  It would be
much less efficient than the current structures.  Ultimately, it would not benefit the citizens of
Iowa who use our services.

Please consider maintaining psychology as it's own board, similar to nursing and medicine.

Note:  Email should not be considered a secure means of communication.  Confidentiality
cannot be assured. This email message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the
intended recipient(s).  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  In
the event of an emergency after regular business hours, please call the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 988, Emergency Services at 911, or go to a hospital emergency
department.  Also note that email is not checked 24 hours per day and is not appropriate for
emergency situations.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public comment on Board of Athletic Training Elimination

Dear Committee:

It has come to my attention that the recommendations form the Department of Inspections,
Appeals and Licensure, more specifically the Committee of Boards and Commission Review
recommends to eliminate Board of Athletic Training as well as the State Licensure of Athletic
Training.

As the current President of the Iowa Athletic Training Society, representing over 1000 Athletic
Trainers in our state, I cannot stress the importance of maintaining our regulating bodies in
order to insure the protection of the Athletes in our State.  Reducing or eliminating regulation
will lead to the reversion of Athletic Training practice in our state to the previous climate of
Athletic Training where literally anyone could serve as the "Athletic Trainer" at their place of
employment as that employer saw fit.

Athletic Training is a healthcare profession and we ATs are responsible for the health and
wellbeing of a specific population.  One must obtain an advanced degree from and Accredited
Institution with very specific coursework and hundreds of hours of clinical training in order to
become eligible for Board testing at a National level.  We have national regulation via this
national board exam to initially become credentialed to practice but, as you know in many other
areas for professional organizations, it is the States that are ultimately responsible for the
adherence to and maintenace of educational competency via Licensure and Board regulation.
We must have a standard of practice and system of vetting applicants or current licensees, or
we will be headed to the unregulated randomness as seen in, and only in, the State of
California which does not regulate Athletic Training at the State level.

I fully understand the streamlining and reduction of governmental burden in some areas and
that the task of the Boards and Commissions Review is great but reduction for a profession
that provides healthcare to the athletes in the state (in many instances the youth) cannot be
part of this.  Additionally, this proposed reduction will not affect cost-saving measures as the
Board of Athletic Training operates without funding from the State as the members are
volunteers and they do meet virtually.

I beg for you to reconsider the potential to eliminate the regulation of Athletic Training and
maintain our Licensure and Board as is, without modification.  Perhaps a middle ground can be
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met if you disagree, but I would welcome further discussion on this matter and would be more
than open to discussing it with the Committee.

Please feel free to contact me for further discussion as any assistance I could provide on our
behalf to the Committee would be beneficial to those I represent as well as the athletes at all
levels in the State of Iowa.

Sincerely,

Iowa State University
1011 South Dakota Avenue
Ames, IA  50011
515-460-5828 (mobile)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Good morning,
My name is , and I am an Athletic Training Student at the University of Iowa.
After hearing the proposal of eliminating the licensure of Athletic Training in the state of Iowa, I
am shocked. Athletic trainers are health care professionals who specialize in the prevention,
diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving
impairment, functional limitations and disabilities. With this being said, it takes a lot of
knowledge, dedication, and hard work in order to be an athletic trainer. This is not a position
that can be fulfilled by someone without the proper training. In order to continue to provide the
best healthcare possible to athletes and patients in the state of Iowa, I strongly recommend
keeping the athletic training licensure. Again, this is a position that requires a lot of knowledge
and dedication, and letting individuals without the proper training practice as an athletic trainer
is, not only a step back for our profession, but also not providing adequate healthcare to
individuals who need it.

-
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of Board of Athletic Training and Licensure

Good morning,

My name is , and I am a second-year Master of Science in Athletic Training
student at The University of Iowa. Eliminating the board and licensure for athletic training would
be a mistake. Athletic training is a recognized profession by the American Medical Association
that provides specialized care in prevention, diagnosis, and emergency care in addition to the
rehabilitation aspect. Athletic training is unique in that we are with patients from the time of
injury through the entire process of healing. Removing licensure is a step backward for the
athletic training profession, which provides care in a variety of settings. Athletic trainers not
only provide care for athletics but also provide care in industrial, clinical, and hospital settings.
Licensure stipulates the highest possible level of patient protection for the public’s safety as it
creates a standard of care governing athletic trainers. Removing licensure places the public at
risk of receiving below-quality care from non-licensed individuals.

I plead with you to make the right decision for the protection of your people.

Thank you for your time,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training licensure in Iowa

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

My name is , and I am an athletic trainer and a Clinical Associate Professor in the
Master of Science in Athletic Training Program at the University of Iowa.  I am reaching out to
comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state and particularly the
changes to the Board of Athletic Training and athletic training licensure.

Athletic trainers are health care professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health professions
category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are
assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical Association also
recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Athletic trainers play a vital role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily.
The presence of athletic trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a licensed health care
provider to prevent, evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency
occurs, athletic trainers are present to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an
emergency action plan/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being
such an important and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat
head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

I have been an athletic trainer for 29 years and worked in a variety of settings – clinic, high
school, and college.  Over the years, we have worked hard to attain licensure for athletic
trainers in most states in the country, the final few are working towards licensure now.  Across
the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the profession athletic training. The one
remaining state has an active bill which would require regulation of the practice of athletic
training. Licensure is imperative for all health care providers, including athletic trainers.
Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it the
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standard form of regulation for health care professions.  In addition, licensure also requires
athletic trainers to obtain continuing education over the years, which is necessary for public
protection as best practices naturally evolve over an athletic trainer’s career.  The patients of
Iowa deserve to be treated by licensed health care professionals and removing athletic training
licensure puts this at risk.  Removing licensure can also impact an athletic trainer’s ability to
practice across state lines when they travel with their athletic teams.  All of this would move
health care backwards, which is not a good thing.

I urge you to keep athletic training licensure and the Board of Athletic Training to ensure the
public’s safety.

Thank you for your consideration and taking the time to read this email.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             You CANNOT Eliminate the Iowa Athletic Training Board!

Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

The decision you are considering to eliminate the Iowa Athletic Training Board and to eliminate
the athletic training license is a major step in the wrong direction. Throughout the years athletic
trainers have been pushing to be in more schools and to get the recognition they deserve. The
largest population of athletic trainers are part of the secondary school community. Not only do
they provide athletic training services to the athletics at the school but they are mentors for the
students. They assist in more than just the sports med but they can be so influential in the lives
of these children who are our future. Don't we want to think of these kids too? Don't the future
of these kids matter? If we eliminate the Board and Licensure, this takes away the protection
that many athletic trainers desire in their position. It not only is the backbone to the profession
but it allows athletic trainers to continue to grow and expand as they have been!
Please reconsider this action as I believe it will influence more than just the athletic training
profession, it will greatly influence everyone in the sports medicine world as well as athletics.

Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             proposed consolidation of Board of Psychology

Dear Committee Members,
As a licensed psychologist, I am very concerned about the proposal to consolidate the Board of
Psychology in with boards for other professions that also provide psychological counseling.
Although psychologists certainly do provide counseling, they also provide a number of other
services that are outside the scope of practice for other professions, most notably
psychological assessment.  Psychological assessment is required to access a range of state-
funded and community services (for example, in order for a citizen of Iowa to qualify for an
Home and Community Based services Intellectual Disability (ID) waiver, they must have a
diagnosis of Intellectual Disability from a psychologist or psychiatrist, which requires
psychological testing (https://hhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/Comm511.pdf).  If the
psychological assessment is not provided by a qualified and competent psychologist and the
diagnosis is not given, a child might not qualify for the ID waiver.  Psychological testing is also
required to establish a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder, a diagnosis with significant
implications that is eligible for substantial support, and wrong diagnosis has real harms for
citizens and families in Iowa.  Iowans coping with children with special needs should not be
burdened with having to determine on their own if a psychologist is competent.  They should be
able to trust that the state's licensing and regulatory board is ensuring licensed practitioners
are competent.  If all the behavioral science boards are combined, presumably there would be
just 1-2 psychologists on the board, given that there are many fewer psychologists than social
workers or marriage and family therapists.  The social workers and marriage and family
therapists on the board have no training or expertise in assessment and would not be able to
effectively evaluate citizen complaints.  It would be akin to allowing Nurse Practitioners to
dominate the board that regulates physicians, despite having a more limited scope of practice
than physicians do.  I request that you do not consolidate the Board of Psychology with other
boards, as it would harm the welfare of Iowans, particularly those with vulnerable families.
Respectfully,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic training Advisory Board

To whom it may concern,

I am an Iowa resident and am writing to you today to express my concern for the proposed
elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and Iowa Athletic Training licensure in the state of
Iowa. I am opposed to this change.

Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state lines
(travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. What if the
athletic trainers at the public Universities in Iowa could no longer travel and practice healthcare
across state lines with their respective teams?

In the U.S., 47 states and the District of Columbia require licensure for athletic trainers. Of the
3 remaining non-licensure states, New York has a licensure bill awaiting the Governor’s
signature and California has pending legislation. Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals
who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis, and intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic
medical conditions involving impairment, functional limitations, and disabilities. Athletic trainers
provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United States, in addition to
practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing arts, public
safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for healthcare professionals. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied healthcare
profession.

Thank you,

--

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 10:00:04 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 74 of 1221



Page 75 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Athletic Training Board and AT Licensure

My name is  and I am a long time resident of Iowa City, and an athletic trainer
with over 45 years of experience. I have practiced in Iowa at the high school, college, and
clinical settings. After retiring from the collegiate setting, I still am employed part time as an
athletic trainer at the University of Iowa in their Sports Medicine Clinic. Additionally, I served for
several years as a member of the  governor-appointed Iowa AT Board here in Iowa . I know the
importance of this governing committee here in our state!

I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state and
particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. I cannot begin to
state how alarming this is for the safety of athletes in this state. Athletic trainers play a vital role
in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily. The presence of athletic
trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a licensed healthcare provider to prevent,
evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency occurs, athletic trainers
are present to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an emergency action
plan/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being such an important
and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat head injuries
accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

There are many stories of the importance of athletic trainers, too many for this one email, but I
will share a few.  who graduated from Pleasant Valley High School and
played football at Iowa, was working out in Bettendorf and collapsed. An athletic trainer’s quick
and effective response to his cardiac issue is why he is still alive today. Last year, athletic
trainers at two different high schools in Iowa accurately diagnosed internal organ damage and
saved their athlete’s lives. Athletic trainers at a university in Iowa saved the life of a basketball
manager during practice a few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last year by
properly treating a cervical spine injury. I could go on and on with more stories. In each case
you needed a licensed healthcare professional there, on site, to have a positive outcome.
Having to call medical help or having someone without the right qualifications present could
have led to a poor outcome. Athletic trainers are the professionals that are trained to be on site
and take care of these injuries.
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If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools who are
hiring athletic trainers to determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less
safe.

Additionally, by removing the licensure system from our state, we would rely only on the Board
of Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
exam is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates for basic knowledge and
skill, a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure continuing education is
necessary for public protection as best practices will naturally evolve over an athletic trainer’s
career.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession of athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

Finally, as a grandparent, I want my kids to be safe when playing sports. I know injuries will
happen, but I expect the school or organization to have the properly trained individuals on site
to provide care. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and licensure system takes away an
important and effective means to ensure qualified individuals are providing that care.

Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you reach out to the
committee members making this decision and reconsider the elimination of the Board of
Athletic Training.

Thanks so much for reading this email!

Sincerely,

Page 77 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and Commissions Review Committee - Sept. 6th

My name is and I'm requesting to speak at the September 6th meeting. I
serve as Executive Director of the Central Iowa Building & Construction Trades Council.

--

Central Iowa Building Trades
515-567-0222  |  www.centraliowabuildingtrades.org

  |  P.O. Box 3312, DSM 50316
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Good Morning,

I wanted to reach out and express my concern for the possibility of eliminating the Athletic
Trainer Licensure in Iowa. Athletic Trainers are healthcare professionals responsible for the
health and safety of a population including our youth population. By reducing or eliminating the
licensure requirements it allows anyone to call themselves an AT and provide care to our
population without the correct education and training. We go through very specific coursework
from accredited programs where we complete not only substantial coursework but also
hundreds of clinical hours to prepare us to be Athletic Trainers.

By reducing or eliminating the standard of licensure you are putting athletes at risk.

Thank you for your time, if you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

To whom it may concern,

My name is  and I am an Iowa Resident and a licensed athletic trainer. I have a
Doctorate in Athletic Training and have 20 years of experience working as a certified and
licensed athletic trainer in the State of Iowa. I am writing to express my concern and opposition
to the proposed elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and elimination of the Licensure of
Athletic Trainers (ATs) in the State of Iowa.

* Currently 47 states and the District of Columbia require licensure for athletic trainers. Of
the remaining non-licensure states, New York has a licensure bill awaiting the Governor’s
signature and California has pending legislation. Hawaii at this time only requires registration.
* Athletic Trainers are health care professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations and disabilities.
* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic Trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defines by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, and are assigned NPI numbers. The American Medical Association also recognizes
ATs as allied health professionals.
* Athletic Trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the US, in
addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, ATs work in performing arts, public
safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.
* The elimination of the Licensure of ATs in the State of Iowa could potentially impact an
AT’s ability to practice across state lines (travel with their teams), depending on regulatory
requirements in other states.
* The elimination of Licensure of ATs in the State of Iowa could impact the states ability to
recruit and retain high quality, competent and certified ATs to work with patients in the state of
Iowa, further limiting healthcare access to Iowa residents.

For the above reasons I strongly oppose the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
elimination of the Licensure of ATs in the State of Iowa.
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Sincerely,

Northwestern College
101 7th Street SW
Orange City, Iowa 51041
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Board and Licensing

I am the Director of Sports Medicine at Iowa State University and reside in Nevada.

I was just made aware there will be a recommendation to eliminate the licensing board for
Athletic Training and potentially athletic training licensure.

Athletic trainers are front line health care workers and the setting which they work are now very
diverse.  They also now require a masters degree in Athletic Training to sit for the national
board exams and thus to qualify for Iowa License to practice.  Athletic Training has become a
specialty sports medicine service with extensive education and preparation.  The state of Iowa
has multiple master’s programs in our university and colleges educating future people in this
profession.  It’s growth, and subsequent expansion of services across our state has been due
to the requirement and assurance of qualified individuals rendering care, just like any other
medical profession.

The growth of this profession and the availability of services to athletes and people at all levels
has occurred due to the professional demands required to practice.  This has occurred
because we have ensured competency for the public as to their qualifications by requiring a
license just like physicians, physical therapists, radiologists, etc.  As you well know, licensure is
in place, particularly for health related professions, and to protect the public.  Licensure in Iowa
has been in place for over 25 years, and has been very successful.  There are over 1,100
practicing athletic trainers in Iowa.  They work in all settings from schools to universities to pro
sports, to private clinics, industry, and corporations.  They do so with the assurance of
qualifications provided by proving they are licensed.  There are few complaints filed to the
licensing board, mostly because AT’s are professionally prepared and aware of the
requirements demanded of being license.  It has done it’s job to promote professional care.
Removing the Board because there are few complaints is akin to removing fire departments
because the number of fires are down.
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If licensure is eliminated, virtually anyone can claim to be a qualified health care professional
athletic trainer, with NO assurance to the public who they are getting.  I can personally attest to
this, because prior to licensure, we had school janitors, local fitness enthusiasts, and high
school/college drop outs serving as the “athletic trainer” for schools and organizations.  Every
state except California currently requires licensure.  California still can’t get this right with no
licensure, and they have more reported problems of inappropriate care, services, etc. than
anyone in the country, and athletes and students are suffering the consequences.

I was one of the original writers of the state law and the rules and regulations of the board and
have been a former Board chair.  I can assure you, if licensure is repealed, it will not be long
where the public risk will significantly increase when it comes to on-site sports medicine
coverage by athletic trainers and the state and many of its entities (namely schools and
universities) will have far bigger problems to deal with.

I am being told the Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensure is going to recommend
discontinuance.  I can’t fathom that they would recommend discontinuance of any health
related licensing, particularly one where it many times involves youth and young adults.  This
can’t really be a cost cutting measure since the licensing board meets virtually and requires no
dedicated staff to run it and in the end, actually generates revenue to exceed any costs for the
state through licensing fees.  Should this go through, the impact will surely be felt swiftly and
publicly.  It would be an epic failure of our state government to not provide protection of the
public in this specific area.

Obviously I’m passionate about this, so if you need to call me, let me know.

Please consider all of this.  It is an unnecessary action without financial or logical merit with far
reaching consequences.

Sincerely,
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Follow me on Twitter: 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This E-mail (included in the attachments) is covered by the
electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C.§§ 2510-2521, is confidential and may be
legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
retention, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.
Please reply to the sender that you have received the message in error, and then delete it.
Thank You.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the elimination of the Board of AT

Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

My name is  and I have been an Athletic Trainer for 24 years.  I am also the
Program Director for the Master of Science in Athletic Training Program at the University of
Iowa. I cannot begin to state how disappointed and frustrated I am with the proposal to
eliminate the Board of Athletic Training and the Licensure of Athletic Trainers in the State of
Iowa.

1. Athletic Trainers are allied healthcare professionals who now have to earn a Master’s
degree to obtain certification. We work with patients and athletes daily to prevent, evaluate,
treat, and rehabilitate injuries and other conditions. We also are present to provide the
necessary immediate care and activate an emergency action plan/response. Finally, we hold a
vital role in the care of concussions; having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat
head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports. I’m sure
you know the Damar Hamlin story from this Spring, which put the spotlight on how vital the
profession of Athletic Training is and how vital it is to have an educated/trained professional on
the sideline.

2. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for healthcare professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.

3. Every state and Washington D.C require licensure for ATs. California is the only state
who currently has NO regulation but has pending legislation. I hope Iowa does not want to
move BACKWARDS in regulation of healthcare professionals, do we?
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4. The Board of Athletic Training is NOT an expense to the state of Iowa. Our fees
pay/cover all our costs.

5. Finally, as parents, I assume you want your kids to be safe when playing sports. Injuries
will happen but don’t you expect the school or organization to have the properly trained and
licensed individuals on-site to provide car?. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure takes away an important and effective means to ensure quality educated individuals
are providing care.

Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less safe.

Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you reconsider the
elimination of the Board of Athletic Training.

Thank you for your time,
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Instagram: @uiowa_at

http://medicine.uiowa.edu/IowaMSAT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training U Iowa

Dear Committee Members,

I am writing to you today as a Sports Medicine Orthopedic Surgeon and Medical Director of the
Athletic Training Program at the University of Iowa. I am writing to express my strong support
for the continued licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa.

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis, and
intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. They provide a wide range of services, including:

* Emergency medical care
* Rehabilitation
* Injury prevention
* Wellness promotion
* Performance enhancement

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public's safety. It ensures that
athletic trainers have the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary to practice safely and
effectively. Licensure also establishes standards of practice and ethics, and it provides a
mechanism for investigating and disciplining athletic trainers who violate those standards.

Currently, 47 states and the District of Columbia require licensure for athletic trainers. Iowa is
one of the three remaining states that do not have licensure requirements. However, I believe
that Iowa should join the majority of states and adopt licensure for athletic trainers.

There are several reasons why licensure is important for athletic trainers in Iowa. First, it would
protect the public by ensuring that only qualified individuals are practicing athletic training.
Second, it would promote the quality of care provided by athletic trainers by requiring them to
meet certain educational and experience standards. Third, it would help to ensure that athletic
trainers are held accountable for their actions by establishing a mechanism for investigating
and disciplining violations of the practice act.

I am also concerned that eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to
practice across state lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in
other states. For example, some states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided
your home state maintains the same regulatory requirements. If Iowa were to eliminate
licensure, it could make it more difficult for athletic trainers to travel with their teams to other
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states.

In conclusion, I urge you to support the continued licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa.
Licensure is essential to protect the public, promote the quality of care, and ensure that athletic
trainers are held accountable for their actions.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Oppose Elimination of Board of Athletic Training

Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I am writing to ask that you oppose the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training!

I am an Athletic Trainer as well as an educator and parent.  The safety of our athletes in the
state of Iowa would be at great risk if the Board of Athletic Training was eliminated.  Athletic
trainers play a vital role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily.  The
presence of athletic trainers allows coaches to coach and allows an athletic trainer as a
licensed healthcare provider to prevent, evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if
an emergency occurs, athletic trainers are present to provide the necessary immediate care
and activate an emergency action plan/response.  Finally, with heat illness, cardiac arrest, and
concussion being on the minds of many this Fall and all year round, having an athletic trainer
who can diagnose and treat these conditions accurately and efficiently is essential.

There are stories right here in Iowa of life saving efforts by an athletic trainer. 
who graduated from Pleasant Valley High School and played football at Iowa, was

working out in Bettendorf and collapsed. An athletic trainer’s quick and effective response to
his cardiac issue is why he is still alive today. Last year, athletic trainers at two different high
schools in Iowa accurately diagnosed internal organ damage and saved their athlete’s lives.
Athletic trainers at a university in Iowa saved the life of a basketball manager during practice a
few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last year by properly treating a cervical
spine injury.

We also worked very hard to protect our professional title and practice so that we can continue
to protect the health and safety of our patients.  Please help make our profession stronger, not
diminish it.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training in Iowa

It has come to my attention today that the Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee
recommendations for reorganizing and eliminating over 140 boards/commission is proposing
the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training as well as elimination of its Licensing.
This is a horrible idea that will imperel the citizens of Iowa. Forty-seven states and the District
of Columbia require licensure for athletic trainers. Of the 3 remaining non-licensure states, New
York has a licensure bill awaiting the Governor’s signature and California has pending
legislation (CA is the only state that does not regulate the AT profession--they have pending
legislation that is currently a certification bill that they hope to have amended to licensure).
(Hawaii, the third non-licensure state, only requires registration).

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities. (you could include your educational requirements here)

Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United States, in
addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing
arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state lines
(travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some states
allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the same
regulatory requirements).

You must resend this unthinkable decision. Thank you for your time and attention to this
matter.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             board of athletic trainers

We absolutely need our athletic trainers in Iowa. They make a huge impact in our school
athletics and they are needed for our student's safety. Here are just a few important notes
regarding our athletic trainers.

—We currently have 1,129 ATs who are licensed and countless students who rely on licensing.

—That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is
properly trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.

—The Board helps provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained
persons.

—There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs pay to
renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the black
each year.

—Every state (except California who has pending legislation) and Washing D.C require
licensure for ATs
Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities.

—Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United States, in
addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing
arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

—Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

— Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements)
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This is a step in the wrong direction for our state. Please don't hurt our student athletes with the
poor decision of eliminating their board.

Sent from my U.S.Cellular© Smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

Page 108 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Re: Chiropractic Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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Confidentiality Warning:  This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have
received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message contains
confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named
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distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly
prohibited.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Chiropractic Licensure Board concerns

Good morning,

I am a licensed chiropractor in West Des Moines. It has been brought to my attention that there
is consideration of merging the Chiropractic LIcensure Board with physical therapy,
occupational therapy, and massage therapy.

Although this may seem intuitive to lay people, my primary concerns are that chiropractors are
the only one of that group that are licensed to be primary care physicians and make diagnoses
of ailments that patients present with. Additionally, we're the only one of those professions that
is permitted to take and interpret x-rays.

Therefore, if disciplinary hearings are performed involving a chiropractor, I fear the non-
chiropractors on the board will not have adequate qualifications to make informed judgements.
A qualified board is absolutely necessary for the protection of the general public if a provider is
accused of endangering their patients.

Additionally, the following reasons are cause of concern for me:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Please keep the chiropractic board separate from those other therapy-based professions. If
you have any questions or desire to discuss this further, you can reach me at the below phone
number, or my personal number is . I appreciate your consideration.

Regards,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Massage Board Consolidation

I strongly object to consolidating the massage therapy board with any other boards. 

Sent from my iPhone
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Board Reorganization?

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

My name is , I recently relocated to Bettendorf Iowa from Illinois after living
and practicing there for 23 years.  One of the reasons I chose Iowa is because of how my
profession functions on the state legal level, distinct and separate.

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

The information transmitted in this electronic communication is intended only for the person or
entity to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any
review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of or taking of any action in reliance upon
this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             licensure boards

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to provide my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should
not be combined and merged with any other boards. Some of my main concerns with the
change include:

* Creating a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board that will be
dealing with different cases.
* Adding extra burden to volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional
meetings and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Yours in health,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposing the Merge of Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to firmly express my opposition to the proposed merger of the Iowa Chiropractic
Licensure Board with any other boards. This consolidation raises critical concerns that directly
impact public safety, as outlined below:

* Expertise Dilution: Combining the boards risks diluting the specialized knowledge
essential for effective case management, potentially compromising safety standards.
* Burden on Volunteers: The proposed merger could overburden board volunteers,
necessitating increased meetings and hearings to address the unique needs of different
professions.
* Resource Strain: Our current struggle to initiate timely investigations to safeguard our
profession could intensify under this merger, stretching limited resources even further.

I kindly urge your consideration of this comment. I strongly request a reevaluation of the
decision to merge the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with other boards. Such a step
demands cautious deliberation due to its implications for public safety and professional
integrity.

Sincerely,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information transmitted in this message is intended only for
the person(s) or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or legally
privileged material. Delivery of this information to any person other than the intended recipient

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 11:46:45 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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(s) is not intended in any way to waive privilege or confidentiality. Any review, transmission,
dissemination or other use of, or taking any action in reliance upon this information by entities
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this information and you
are not a named recipient, please notify me, delete the information from any computer and
destroy all copies.

Sender notified by
Mailtrack 08/31/23, 11:44:45 AM
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Reorganization/merging of Iowa Boards

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

As a current member of the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board, I am writing to place my public
comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not be combined and merged with
any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiro Licensure

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Concern Regarding Elimination of Board of Athletic Training in Iowa

It was brought to my attention that yesterday at the second meeting of the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee, Mr. Larry Johnson, Director of DIAL, recommended
eliminating the Board of Athletic Training.

There are too many concerns that I have to briefly and concisely formulate in an email. I am
not one to allow public policy to cause me stress, and this is the first time I have ever reached
out to a State Representative (maybe I should be ashamed of that).

In short, the state of athletic training right now is being stressed to the max. The demands are
more, the hours are more, the expectations are more. None of these are complaints, it's just
the reality and Athletic Trainers as a whole have embraced these, because it shows our NEED
is more. We are making a significant difference in the communities we serve. With the recent
transition to a Master's Degree to sit for board exams, fewer individuals are pursuing the
degree and entering the workforce. Salaries haven't changed because of the higher education
degree (which was expected), but demands have because the workforce is now limited and
dwindling. Athletic Training is a career field individuals pursue because they are passionate
about caring for others. Athletic Trainers are passionate about putting the needs of others
before their own, and being a resource for a community to rely on in times of need. The hours
are long, the evenings are late, the pay is poor, the sacrifice on the individual and their family is
great. I'm afraid removing the Board of Athletic Training and thus ensuring licensure to practice
as an Athletic Trainer in the state of Iowa, will be a blow that might not be recoverable. In turn,
the health and wellness of our youth athletes WILL be compromised.

I am disheartened this suggestion has taken place. I am hopeful that we can steer the thought
process of those making these decisions back to focus on what's most important, the well
being of our future generations.

I would love to talk with you in more detail about this matter, if you are so inclined. Please feel
free to call me anytime you are available, even if it is only for a few brief moment. I am
available by cell  at any time; morning, afternoon, nights, weekends, holidays,
whenever.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 11:49:51 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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I appreciate your time reading through this email.

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Licensure Changes

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment and stance on the current motion that the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board should NOT be combined and merged with any other boards.
This creates many ethical issues that impact public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

To whom it may concern,

My name is  and I am an athletic trainer (AT)  at Iowa State University. I am
currently one of 1,129 AT’s who are licensed and countless students who rely on licensing in
the State of Iowa. It has recently been recommended by the Department of Inspections,
Appeals and Licensure that the Board of Athletic Training be eliminated. Please consider
opposing this action for the reasons outlined below. This decision would have far reaching
impact and be detrimental to far more than just 1,129 athletic trainers licensed in the state.

********* That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is
properly trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.

********* The Board helps provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from
untrained persons.

********* There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that AT’s
pay to renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the
black each year.

********* Every state (except California who has pending legislation) and Washington D.C
require licensure for AT’s. Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the
prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions
involving impairment, functional limitations and disabilities. Athletic trainers are required to
have a master’s degree and a minimum of 50 continuing education units every two years
keeping up with the best practices and emerging science. In addition to my Master’s degree
and 10+ years of experience, I have several certifications and trainings on top of that.

********* Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United
States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in
performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

*********

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 11:56:27 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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********* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it
is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included
under the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.

********* Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across
state lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex.
some states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains
the same regulatory requirements)

Please take into consideration my comments and the far reaching impact a decision of this
magnitude would have.

Best Regards,

Page 129 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Re: proposed changes to chiropractic licensing

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Rule change combining governing boards of Chiropractic with Physical
Therapists

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.  These different types of
healthcare have very different entities within them that involve much more liability and
comprehensive medical expertise.  They should NOT be governed under the same board.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 11:58:09 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment - Chiropractic Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* The proposed combination combines the board into professions that compete in the
marketplace. This opens the door for potential conflicts of interest amongst board members
who may favor one profession over another.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 11:59:20 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure Restructuring

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

--

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:02:45 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure Issues

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board knowledge to
deal with cases.
This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings and
hearings for different professions
We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect our
profession and this will exacerbate the issue.
Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:04:14 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:04:18 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Massage Board Consolidation

To whom it may concern. I am writing in opposition to colidating the Iowa massage Therapy
Board with other boards. As a LMT in Nebraska and Iowa, a spa owner in IA and an educator
for hydrotherapy in Nebraska, this consolidation is a bad idea.

A board for any professional should be filled with people WITHIN that profession. They know
the details of said profession better than others and can make informed recommendations and
decisions about that profession.

Please do not move forward with consolidation.
~

--

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:06:17 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic licensure

To whom it may concern:
Its been brought to my attention through our state associated, the ICS, that Chiropractic is
being considered to be lumped together with other professions(physical therapy, massage) to
save on licensure costs. I think this is a mistake for a few reasons:
1. Safety-our profession knows industry specific guidelines, which will be lost if the board is
diluted.
2. Volunteers-we currently have a hard time getting volunteers to serve on boards and this will
worsen the problem.
3. Investigations into board related violations are already an issue and this will make matters
worse.

Thank you for listening, its my recommendation that Chiropractic stay as its own licensing
board.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:10:00 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.
* We are a distinct profession and it takes the same provider-type in the profession to
respond to public safety and other consumer concerns. I wouldn't want a PT or OT  or MT
provider determining if my DC treatment was appropriate or not.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:16:03 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board importance.

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

--

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:17:51 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure Board grouping

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:18:58 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Massage Board Consolidation

I strongly feel that there should NOT BE A Consolidation of Massage Therapy with other
medical related practices!

Sent from Mail App on Android

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:20:47 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Boards and Commissions Review

Good Afternoon,

My name is , and I am an Athletic Trainer residing in eastern Iowa. I work
at  to perform concussion rehabilitation, stroke rehabilitation, and
sports vision training to athletes of all ages and levels of recovery from injury from not only the
state of Iowa, but others that travel from across the nation. I am also a mother of two and wife
to an Athletic Trainer.

I reach out to you today regarding the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state
and particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. The gold
standard for an Athletic Trainer is to reside and practice in a state that requires the professional
to hold their Athletic Training License. This license makes it safe for members of the sports
medicine team that range from coaches and athletes to parents and physicians to each play
their part in an athlete's care. When an athlete becomes injured it is the Athletic Trainer's duty
to evaluate them and create their plan of care. Without this liaison between the athlete, parent,
coach, and physician, athletes in any setting are left without an educated healthcare
professional to keep them safe in emergency situations, injury and illness referral situations,
and injury recovery situations.

In the nine years I have been a Board Certified and state licensed Athletic Trainer, I have spine
boarded athletes, been a part of post-operative treatment and therapy teams, and created and
implemented preventative care. Without the particular skill set of an Athletic Trainer, many of
these athletes would have suffered from life long effects at such a young age. Because of the
presence of an Athletic Trainer, they have had a normal life and were able to continue
growing/learning as they were meant to.

As a government that is looking to progress, I ask you to reconsider eliminating the Iowa Board
of Athletic Training and continue to require Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa to be licensed
by the state. Instead of regressing, I ask that the legislators vote to continue advancing our
healthcare professions.

Thank you for your time and dedication to keeping our state a safe place for our athletes to
play, work, and grow.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:22:57 CDT
Attachments:     image.png
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Notice: The information in this message may contain information protected by the federal
regulations under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) of 1996 (45
C.F.R. Parts 160-64) and is privileged and confidential, protected from disclosure, and is
intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient any dissemination, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received or are viewing this message in error,
please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete the communication from your
system. Thank you.
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Urgent regarding Iowa Board of Chiropractic

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

My kindest regards,

The information in this email is legally privileged, confidential, and intended only for the
individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that viewing, disseminating, distributing, or copying this email message is
strictly prohibited. If you received and/or are viewing this email in error, please notify the
sender by reply email, and delete this email from your system immediately. Thank you.

Sent with Proton Mail secure email.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:23:41 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposal to end Athletic Trainer license

Good morning,

My name is , I am an athletic trainer who owns a business in the Des Moines
area, we provide sports medicine services to athletes across the state of Iowa and I employ
multiple athletic trainers.

I am very concerned about the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training.  There are over
1,000 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa and they rely on the Board to create rules
and regulations around the profession and determine scope of practice in the state.

This elimination would make Iowa one of the only states that does not require a license to
practice athletic training in the country.  As an employer, this could lead to fewer athletic
trainers wanting to move here, or fewer graduates wanting to stay because there is less
regulation and oversight.  We are healthcare professionals that provide a valuable service
across the state, and this elimination would undermine that.

My business was created to provide healthcare services to the people that typically do not
have access to athletic trainers.  This was after working as the AT for the Iowa State football
team, thinking that all athletes should have this type of access to an athletic trainer.  We
currently provide ATs to several rural high schools and some in the Des Moines area, as well
as youth sports leagues all over the state.  Removing this licensure would allow anyone to
claim to be the "athletic trainer" even if they do not have necessary requirements to practice.

This license protects members of the public because they know that the person practicing in
their school and in their community is a licensed professional.  Not having that reduces the
protection for the public.  My work in youth leagues across the state has shown me how
important it is to provide these young athletes access to a qualified, licensed professional.  I
would strongly encourage you to reconsider the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training.

I am happy to answer any questions if needed.  Please feel free to reach out by email.
--

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:25:50 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             RE: Combining the Iowa Chiropractic Licensing Board with other boards

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

I appreciate your time and effort in this matter and ask for your reconsideration to merge the
Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:27:38 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board/Committee Changes

Committee Members,

My name is , a Cedar Rapids resident and a parent of two children, one of which
participates in sports and one who will begin soon. I am NATABOC (National Athletic Training
Association Board of Certification) certified, state of Iowa licensed, and practicing athletic
trainer working in concussion and traumatic brain injury rehabilitation.

I am reaching out with concern, to comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in
our state and in particular the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. I
cannot begin to state how alarming this proposed change is. Athletic trainers play a vital role in
the safety of young athletes daily. The presence of athletic trainers allows coaches to coach
and allows a licensed healthcare provider to help prevent, provide prompt evaluation, treat, and
rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency occurs, athletic trainers are present to
provide the necessary immediate care and activate an emergency action plan. Finally, and
more specifically, with concussion care being the forefront topic that it is, having trained and
licensed healthcare professionals onsite who have the working knowledge and education to
correctly identify and treat head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe
participation in sports.

There are many stories of the importance of athletic trainers both locally and nationally, too
many for this email. The ones that stick out most recently on the biggest stage are that of
Demar Hamlin on Monday Night Football in January and Bronny James at USC just a few
weeks ago. In both situations, certified athletic trainers saved the lives of an athlete that had
sudden cardiac events. Athletic Trainers deal with many types of current life altering moments
for young athletes and parents in ways that impact those families for years to come following
the event. In each case, having a licensed healthcare professional onsite increases the
chances of having a positive outcome. Having to call medical help or having someone without
the right qualifications present lead to increased amounts of negative outcomes. Athletic
trainers are the professionals that are trained to be onsite and provide the proper and essential
care for these injuries.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:28:43 CDT
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The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward step in comparison to the
rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the profession
of athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require regulation of
the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by moving away
from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite direction of
everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

Finally, as a parent, I want my kids to be safe when participating in sports. I know injuries will
happen, but I expect the school or organization to have the properly trained individuals on site
to provide care. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and licensure system takes away an
important and effective means to ensure qualified individuals are providing that care.

Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you reach out to the
committee members making this decision and reconsider the elimination of the Board of
Athletic Training.

Please help us keep our athletes safe.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRC Comments <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             virtual option

Good afternoon,
I am currently a member of one of Iowa's boards and would like to participate in this meeting. It
is impossible for me to attend in person, but feel that participation will benefit my board and my
profession. Will there be an option to join this meeting virtually? I would be very appreciative if
it could be made available so that public participation can be expanded to those who hold
many responsibilities and obligations.
Please let me know what decision is made and send me link if it is made available.
Regards,

Board of Nursing Chairperson

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:28:46 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

As a licensed athletic trainer for over 18 years, I strongly recommend we keep the state
licensure for athletic training.  We must have a standard of care in Iowa to insure we have well
qualified medical professionals on the sidelines and gyms of high schools and of course in the
college setting I am in now.  I have covered high school sports for over 20 years and many
times I am the only health care provider available.  We need more athletic trainers in schools
and we must keep the licensure to maintain the high quality of care.  Thank you for your time.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:32:42 CDT
Attachments:     Outlook-mq2qexuh.png

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; jeff.edler@legis.iowa.gov
                         <jeff.edler@legis.iowa.gov>; dave.deyoe@legis.iowa.gov
                         <dave.deyoe@legis.iowa.gov>; 
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Licensure

Good afternoon,

I wanted to reach out about the recent announcement that the Board of Athletic Training and
Athletic Training licensure may be removed.  As a parent, this is a huge concern for me.
Athletic Trainers are already an undervalued resource in many of our school districts. They are
essential personnel to the safety and security of our young athletes. We need to do more to
strengthen this profession and continue to encourage schools to ensure athletes have access
to a qualified medical professional.

By removing this board and or licensure we are putting not just this profession but our athletes
at a huge risk. You can do your own independent research, you can look at the situation for
Damar Hamlin, and countless other examples of times Athletic Trainers were essential to
saving the lives of athletes in their care. This is not a job for just anyone. It is the job of a
licensed, educated, professional Athletic Trainer.

Thank you for your time,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:37:45 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure Board grouping

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:50:21 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     jack.whitver@legis.iowa.gov
                         <jack.whitver@legis.iowa.gov>; brian.lohse@legis.iowa.gov
                         <brian.lohse@legis.iowa.gov>; bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Re: The Elimination of the Board of Athletic Training

Hello,
I am writing today to ask you to please strongly consider keeping the Board of Athletic Training.
It is important to me that you support AT's maintaining licensure.
They are medical professionals, and they are important in my community.
Here is some information:
—That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is
properly trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.
—The Board helps provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained
persons.
—There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training. The fees that ATs pay to
renew their license cover all costs. They are cost-effective and are consistently in the black
each year.
—Every state (except California who has pending legislation) and Washington D.C require
licensure for ATs.....Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the
prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions
involving impairment, functional limitations and disabilities.
—Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. In addition to practicing in
traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing arts, public safety,
occupational health, and with the armed forces.
—Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.
— Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements)

Thank you ,

Supporter of our local AT's

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 12:53:51 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to give my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* Creating a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board knowledge
to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. I ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             RE: Proposed Chiropractic Licensure Board merger

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I appreciate the idea of a smaller government and lowered expenditures. However, I am writing
to share the opinion that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not be combined and
merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases. Especially when the proposed merge is with professions that do
not manage care in the same manner and often seek to devalue our role in healthcare and
discourage utilization of chiropractic.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering my comments. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time. Chiropractic was started in
Iowa as a unique and defined profession and I believe strongly that the profession should be
governed and regulated by its own colleagues and supporters and not those with other
interests.

Sincerely,
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Find us on:

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

The information contained in this e-mail message and any attachment(s) is the property of
 and may be protected by state and federal laws governing disclosure of

private information. It may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise
protected from disclosure. It is intended solely for the use of the addressee. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that reading, copying or distribution of this
transmission or the information herein by anyone other than the intended recipient is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED. The sender has not waived any applicable privilege by sending the
accompanying transmission. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the
sender and delete the message and attachment(s) from your system.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please do not merge chiropractic licensure board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. I ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:07:03 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Board Response

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

********* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.

********* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions

********* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to
protect our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,  

Sent from Mail for Windows

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:07:51 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:08:15 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board Combination

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:09:58 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board combining with other boards

To whom it may concern,

I am concerned with the combining of the boards for the following reasons:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect our
profession and this will make the issue worse.

Thank you,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:12:47 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Board change

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.  Chiropractors are primary care physicians in Iowa and must of
knowledge of Chiropractic and our unique scope on those who serve on this board.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:13:17 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensing Mergers

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the lowa Chiropractic

Licensure Board should not be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates
many issues that impact public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional
meetings and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the
lowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:14:26 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of the Board of Athletic Training

I am submitting this comment to advocate AGAINST the elimination of the Board of Athletic
Training in Iowa. There are currently 1,129 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa and
countless students, families, and patients that rely on them for care. Athletic trainers are
healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and intervention of
emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional limitations and
disabilities. Athletic trainers provide medical services to many types of patients. Across the
United States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work
in performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces. Every state
(except California who has pending legislation) and Washing D.C require licensure for ATs.
Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.
Licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is properly
trained, taking continuing education, and is monitored. The Board of Athletic Training helps
provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained persons. There is no
expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs pay to renew their
license cover all costs. The Board of Athletic Training is cost-effective and is consistently in the
black each year. Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice
across state lines, such as travel with their school’s athletic teams, depending on regulatory
requirements in other states. (ex. some states allow you to practice in their state temporarily,
provided your home state maintains the same regulatory requirements). Please vote against
the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:31:47 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Licensing

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

• This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.

• This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions

• We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:51:38 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 172 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             OPPOSITION towards the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
Licensure

To whom this may regard,

As a Graduate student working towards my master's degree of Science- Athletic Training, I am
writing this email to formally state my complete opposition in the move to eliminate the Board of
Athletic Training and Athletic Training Licensure. This will not only put the general population at
risk, but also causes issues nationwide. Athletic Trainers are held to a very high standard
caring for not only athletes, but also fans and other personnel at any given sporting event.
Taking away Licensure gives any person the opportunity to practice MEDICINE, which is
simply not safe. As we have witnessed with the Demar Hamlin incident, Athletic Trainers are
the first healthcare responders to arrive and provide care at an emergency. This not only puts
emphasis on the importance of the Athletic Trainer as a healthcare provider but shows how
much education goes into being competent in this career. No normal bystander will have the
knowledge and skills to handle any given medical emergency. This would be like putting a
college freshman into an Operating Room and expecting them to perform surgery just because
they are a Pre-Medical student.

Not only is this dangerous to the public, but it would be a horrible look for the state of Iowa.
Currently, 47 states as well as the District of Columbia require licensure for practicing Athletic
Trainers. Out of the 3 states who are without these laws, 2 of them are working towards
requiring licensures. New York and Hawaii are both actively taking steps towards making this
requirement. This leaves out California, which allows any single person to appoint themselves
as a healthcare provider and act as an Athletic Trainer. If Iowa decides to take this step, they
will be the minority sitting next to California as incompetent states who do not care about their
population's safety.

The educational requirements of this career are extensive. As an Athletic Trainer,  the job is to
work with a patient starting from immediate emergency care until the second they have an
injury up to their full return to activity. This encompasses injury prevention, diagnosis,
immediate medical care, working through chronic and acute care, bringing the athlete back to
functional abilities, and finally bringing them back into the competitive nature of their sport. No
other healthcare career works with patients as extensively as an Athletic Trainer does. No
other career will be able to replace or even handle the workload and knowledge that is required
from an Athletic Trainer.

Finally, to appeal to the lucrative side of this issue. The Board of Athletic Training does not
require any money from the government. Elimination of this Board will not save the state any

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:52:37 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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money whatsoever. Any and all fees are paid for by the members.

Eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and the Licensure requirements will put the public in
danger, tarnish Iowa's reputation as California's currently is, and leave athletes to fend for
themselves as they have untrained people trying to perform medical treatments without any
proper training.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should
NOT be combined and merged with any other boards. This would create many issues that
would threaten public safety including, but not limited to:
- This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise of board members which
would limit their knowledge and experience to oversee cases
- This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings and
hearings for different professions
- We currently struggle ,as things currently stand, getting adequate investigations going in a
timely manner to protect our profession. This will only exacerbate the serious issue further.

Thank you for considering my comments. I ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:53:41 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DO NOT ELIMANTE THE BOARD OF HEARING SPECIALISTS

Please consider before any removals of the Board of Hearing Specialists.

The elimination of the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists would be an ill-advised policy decision
that will put consumers and patients in harm’s way. If the Board is eliminated, it will effectively
deregulate our profession, allowing bad actors to flourish and jeopardize the integrity of the
important services we provide in our communities—helping our patients hear better. We need
your help to prevent this from happening. Please consider this so we can continue to educate
our clients and help treat our patients to better there lives because they deserve it.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:54:55 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 176 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             · Eliminating the Board and why licensing is  necessary.

Eliminating the Board will compromise the patient/specialist trust. It all boils down to trust that
the patient feels the specialist is trained and prepared to help. No one is going to go to a
doctor/specialist who has no credibility or professional education/training. You break that trust,
you break the whole profession/services.

Sent from Mail for Windows

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 13:58:02 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiro licensure board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 14:00:33 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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This is a transmission from  and may contain information which is
privileged, confidential, and protected by the doctor-client privileges. If you are not the
addressee, note that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this
message is prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please destroy it and
notify us immediately at our telephone number 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Iowa Board of Chiropractic

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee:

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board Should not
be combined and merged with any other boards.  I am a past board member, for 9 years, 4
years as chairman.  This creates many issues that impact Public Safety including:

1.       This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board with
knowledge to deal with cases.

2.       This will tax volunteers to serve on these boards and will require additional meetings and
hearings for different professions.  It currently now can take many months to bring a case to a
hearing.

3.       They currently struggle with getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to
protect our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.  The department of inspections is
understaffed with investigators.

Thank you for considering this comment.  We asked for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     Brian Patton <brian@ualocal33.org>

Subject:             Public Comment

Good Afternoon!

The Plumbers and Steamfitters Local #33 will be sending Brian Patton to represent our
organization at the public hearing on September 6, 2023. Brian will be speaking about the
merge of the Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Board, the elimination of the boiler board, and
the re-organization of the Workforce Development Board. Please let me know if you need
anything further. Thanks

 NOTICE:  This e-mail (including any attachments) may include privileged,
confidential, or otherwise legally protected information that is for the sole use of the recipient.
Any review, reliance, or distribution by anyone other than the intended recipient without
express permission of the sender is strictly prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient,
please notify us and permanently delete the e-mail and any attachments immediately.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 14:13:50 CDT
Attachments:     image001.png

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Board of Athletic Training

Mr. Larry Johnson & BCRC:

Thank you for taking public comment on this topic.

I would like to ask you to look into the Board and Commission Review Committee consolidation
plan that would eliminate the Board of Athletic Training. In my opinion this would be a major
mistake.  Licensure of Athletic Trainers in the State of Iowa is vitally important to protect the
active and athletic population of our state.  This comes at a time when the need for
comprehensive health care at a grass roots level is so important for our youth, high school and
collegiate athletes. I know I am so much more comfortable when my daughters compete for the
Ankeny Centennial Jaguars when I know that they have two certified athletic trainers ready to
help any Jaguar athlete that needs attention.  Could you comfortably watch a Jaguar football
game if you knew there was not a licensed athletic trainer ready to help any of those young
athletes that may need assistance at a moment's notice?

Even though you will see 30+ certified athletic trainers and graduate students this Saturday on
the field during the UNI vs Iowa State Football game.   Athletic Trainers provide healthcare
services in so many more areas than the traditional sports setting than what you may see on
Television.  ATs are employed in medical clinics, with military deployments, public safety and
industrial settings just to name a few.

Here are a few facts about Athletic Training and the Board of Athletic Training in Iowa:

*         Iowa currently has 1,129 licensed athletic trainers and countless graduate college
students that heavily rely on our State of Iowa License.

*         Iowa Licensure protects the public and lets clients, patients and employers easily know
that the AT is properly trained, completes continuing education and is monitored.

*         There is NO EXPENSE to taxpayers with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that
ATs pay to renew their license covers all costs.  This board is cost-effective and in the black
each and every year.

*         Every state (except California who has pending legislation) and Washington DC require
licensure for Athletic Trainers. Licensure for the Athletic Trainer is the Gold Standard. And all
Iowa ATs are proud to be one of the first states to have this legal protection in the early 90’s.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 14:16:19 CDT
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*         Athletic Trainers are included under the allied health professions category, as defined by
the US Dept. of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider
Identifier numbers (NPI’s). 

*         The American Medical Association (AMA) recognizes athletic trainers as allied health
care professionals.

*         Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an Athletic Trainer’s ability to
practice across state lines (travel with University teams), depending on the regulatory
requirements of other states.

Thank you for taking the time to consider this request to keep the Board of Athletic Training in
its current form.  As a resident of Ankeny and full-time athletic trainer at Iowa State University, I
appreciate your willingness to serve our community and State.

Respectfully,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 14:21:50 CDT
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Bcc:

Page 187 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

As a chiropractor in Ankeny, I would like to take a moment to email you about something that
has recently come to my attention.  I believe the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. I feel it creates some items of concern. It
makes it harder for the chiropractic board to focus solely on chiropractic.  It will also require
them to hear issues affecting other professions and will dilute their ability to focus on our
quickly growing profession.

Thank you for your time in reading my comment.  I ask for your reconsideration to merge the
Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Yours in Health,

This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential and/or exempt from
disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including
any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you received this transmission in error,
please immediately contact the sender and destroy the material in its entirety, whether in
electronic or hard copy format. Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Reconsider Chiropractic Board of Licensure Reorganization

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

Chiropractic is a unique and incredibly specific health care profession. Therefore, I am writing
to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not be
combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* Adequate investigations currently are difficult to process in a timely manner, and this will
exacerbate the issue. This could put our profession in danger.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic License Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board knowledge to
deal with cases.

This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings and
hearings for different professions
We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect our
profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment.

We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other
boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 14:32:16 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Hello!
I am a young professional in the field of Athletic Training and I believe that a Licensure for
Athletic Training is vital in not only the safety of primary, secondary, clinical settings, etc. but
for the safety in multiple community activities. LICENSED Athletic Trainers are those out on all
the fields and courts watching out for your kid, responding to their injuries, fighting against heat
illness and so much more. The unfortunate scenario with Damar Hamlin is a prime example of
the importance of an educated, licensed Athletic Trainer. Please do not eliminate licensure for
athletic trainers.

--
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The foregoing message may contain confidential information
belonging to the sender that is legally protected and/or privileged. This message is intended
only for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, dissemination, distribution, or action taken in
reliance on the contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please immediately contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message. Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             KEEP IOWA ATHLETIC TRAINER LICENSURE

Hello,

I am reaching out to express the extreme importance of retaining licensure for athletic trainers
in the state of Iowa. Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in prevention,
diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions. I have gone
through 6 years of schooling in order to achieve my current licensure and retain my certification
from the Board of Athletic Training. Licensure continues to provide student athletes and other
patients within our realm, with the highest level of patient protection. In addition, athletic
trainers are defined as healthcare professionals by the Department of Health and Human
Safety and therefore should be required to hold licensure in order to treat patients to any extent
in the state of Iowa. I hope it will be carefully considered before ridding the state of licensure for
athletic trainers.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 14:43:24 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

Mr. Larry Johnson,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just our profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing our licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

I realize our profession requires certification from the BOC, however that is not enough.
According to our current practice act, the initial certification exam is the only BOC requirement
for license in Iowa. Thus, we need ongoing regulation of our profession that only licensure can
ensure. I assure you that athletic trainers in good standing in Iowa want to maintain licensure.
Having the regulation actually attracts people to come work here as opposed to making it more
difficult.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 14:43:41 CDT
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I also realize the goals of your committee are to deregulate and compress boards. I would like
to offer some middle ground. We feel the merging Athletic Trainers with PTs, OTs, and other
related professions would be reasonable and meet our needs.

Please let me know if I can expand any further on anything. I can be reached on my cell phone
any time at .

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Aid Licensing

Dear Govenor Reynolds, and to whom it may concern,

I am writing in regards to you wanting to eliminate the Licensing for Hearing Aids prescription. I
cannot believe that you would bring this up again, when it has failed to go through 2 times! If
this is money related as far as, not making the State enough money, I would ask you if you
would like an employee from god knows where to fit hearing aids to your friends or family
members, knowing that the wrong prescription could damage their hearing worse or not help at
all to make their life more fulfilling, because it is a PRESCRIPTION for a medical issue! Have
you ever sat in on a Hearing Exam, or sat in on a fitting for hearing aids, I think you would be
totally surprised how technical it all is.  That is why we need Hearing instrument specialist and
Audiologist that have been fully licensed to treat their patients PERSCRIPTIONS.  Our
Specialist make ear impressions every day, which means they have to put a special type of
foam in their ear to make a custom impression, do you really think that anyone would be able
to do that without seriously hurting a patient!

I believe there are 55 Boards that you are trying to eliminate, why don't you eliminate the
boards that do not have to touch patients and put instruments in their ears, and that are not
medical related, and leave the medical ones to the professionals!  You are supposed to be
working with the people of Iowa not against them, but you are trying eliminating something that
could really harm someone!  I am always a big supporter of yours, but this, I feel is ridiculous,
you trying to eliminate or down play a medical procedure that you know nothing about!

We have had many patients come into the office that have tried the OTC, and they come right
back to the office and say those hearing aids are a joke and they got ripped off, they did not
work, and were not able to return them! The older generations just think it is another way of
disregarding them in this state!!

I would hope that you take all the arguments on this matter to heart, because one day, I assure
you, you will need hearing aids, and I don't think that you will want any Joe schmo digging in
your ears!
Thank you for your time and consideration.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialist in
Iowa. I am a board-certified hearing instrument specialist and have been licensed in Iowa for
20 years. I am the largest employer of hearing instrument specialist in Iowa with 41 hearing
specialist that work for me. Last year we fit over 4000 Iowans with hearing aids from licensed
trained professionals.

There are countless reasons why the de regulation of our profession is a terrible idea. We fit
prescriptive medical devices that require extensive training and licensing to be able to fit
patients properly and effectively. In the course of our work, we are trained to discover
underlying medical conditions that can be medically serious that require the intervention of a
doctor or ENT. These conditions can be something as simple as impacted earwax, or
something more significant like brain tumors. Untrained and unlicensed individuals have no
ability to recognize these serious, underlying medical conditions, and these patients would go
untreated, and could have a very significant impact on their health.

Last October the FDA approved over the counter hearing aids. They develop two
classifications of hearing aids. Over-the-counter hearing aids require no hearing test no
evaluation and are not seen by a licensed professional. The other class of hearing aids are
referred to as prescription hearing aids. Prescription, hearing aids are required to be fit a
licensed professional. This would eliminate the entire category of prescription hearing aids with
deregulation. Prior to the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids there were many surveys
done throughout the industry to evaluate the public‘s perception of the need of a license
professional to fit and treat the hearing loss properly. In countless studies up to 96% of
individuals acknowledged the importance of the interaction with a licensed hearing care
professional to properly treat their hearing loss.

Since the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids, our business is actually up by over 20%.
Over-the-counter hearing aids have had no impact whatsoever on the hearing aid industry. I
believe this solidifies the understanding and the need for licensed trained professionals to treat
the patients properly and effectively.

Deregulation of licensing for hearing instrument specialist would open the door for anyone to fit
the unknowing and vulnerable, predominantly, senior population. The outcomes of these
fittings would be very poor and the consequences to the patients would be astronomical. If a
person tries hearing aids and is unsuccessful with them statistically they wait 5 to 7 years to try
hearing aids again. In the course of that time the hearing loss can become so great that
hearing aids even at a premium level are                  ineffective. Recent studies have shown
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that untreated hearing loss has a significantly higher chance of developing Alzheimer’s and
dementia. There are higher risks of falling, social  isolation, and depression for those with
untreated, hearing loss.

The International Hearing Society administers the license exam for hearing instrument
specialist in 40 states. There is significant training and learning involved to be able to pass the
international license exam. The  exam is designed to prove total competency to be be able to
safely and effectively work in our profession. Even with this extensive training the first time
pass rate of the exam is only 60%. So even properly trained individuals require a great deal of
time to be able prove competency. What would an individual with no training whatsoever be
able to do for an unsuspecting person in need of proper hearing healthcare?

There are many other reasons why eliminating the hearing instrument specialist board is a very
poor idea for the interest of thousands of Iowans. Please take this into consideration thank you.

‘’ Dream Big, Make Plans, & Smash Goals’’
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Board Merge

Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information transmitted in this message is intended only for
the person(s) or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or legally
privileged material. Delivery of this information to any person other than the intended recipient
(s) is not intended in any way to waive privilege or confidentiality. Any review, transmission,
dissemination or other use of, or taking any action in reliance upon this information by entities
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this information and you
are not a named recipient, please notify this sending company, delete the information from any
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computer and destroy all copies.
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of the Board of Athletic Training

Hello to whom this may concern,

My name is , a current graduate student in the Master’s of Science in
Athletic Training at the University of Iowa. It has come to my knowledge that the Iowa
government is in the process of possibly removing the Board of Athletic Training and
eliminating the licensure. I am here to give some knowledge on what the athletic training
profession does and why we are fighting to keep this board!

To begin with the athletic training profession consists of health care professionals that
specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic
injuries. We provide services to all kinds of patients that include but are not limited to sports
teams, performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and the armed forces. Eliminating
our licensure allows us to provide the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety.
The American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession and so should our government.

I appreciate whoever this may be for taking the time to read this and take these
comments into consideration as the decision for this action is taken in the next few days!

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board Merger

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board's
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 15:23:20 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 203 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Fwd: LICENSURE CHANGES IN IOWA - NEED YOUR HELP

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message: 

From: 
Date: August 31, 2023 at 11:30:56 AM CDT
To: 
Subject: LICENSURE CHANGES IN IOWA - NEED YOUR HELP

Call to Action - Licensure Changes in Iowa

August 31, 2023

Dear Members,
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Governor Reynolds and the Boards and Commissions Review Committee created a report that
is reviewing all licensure boards on efficiency and effectiveness. Recommendations have come
out to reorganize and merge the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board.

In talking with the Department, the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board may be combined with
physical therapy, occupational therapy and massage therapy.

The Board of Directors for the Iowa Chiropractic Society are concerned for this reorganization
due to the following reasons:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

CALL TO ACTION

With the holiday coming up, I am asking you to send a message highlighting the three points
above and email it to the Board and Commission Review Committee at
BCRCcomments@iowa.gov before Wednesday, September 6, 2023.

Sample Message:

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
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* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

[Insert Name, Credentials and Address]

Sincerely,

Iowa Chiropractic Society

staff@iowadcs.org
membership@iowadcs.org

Follow us on Facebook

400 East Court Avenue, Suite 126 Des Moines, Iowa 50309
Phone: (515) 867-2800
Website: https://www.iowadcs.org
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training & Licensing

Dear Board & Commissions Review Committee,

We are writing with regards to the proposed elimination of the Board of Athletic Training &
licensing. The word of this concerns us both from the welfare of our athletes especially our
kids. Athletic Trainers are our first responders to our athletics - many who are kids!  They are
trained to evaluate the situation & respond in a profession way while taking the athletes welfare
in mind!  They specialize in preventing other serious injuries while diagnosing the acute
medical condition just like others in the medical profession.

By licensing this profession it ensures our kids get the highest level of patient care.

Taking this away would put our kids at risk of not getting the immediate care they need!

As parents we have seen our child have to have this & are thankful for the response he got!
Without it he could have had other serious affects from his injuries!

Iowa needs to be in the forefront of ensuring our athletes (most of them are kids) are taken
care of & treated with the best care possible & it starts with our first responders which in many
times for athletes are Athletic Trainers!

Please do not take this away from our kids & allow this profession to be treated as it should be
- a health care profession!

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 15:53:57 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 208 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Board changes

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

--

DEDICATED TO JOINING FAMILIES IN THEIR JOURNEY TO CREATE CHANGE FOR THE
FUTURE
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; Nick Laning <nick@advocacyiowa.com>;
                         IBEW 704 Tom Townsend (tom@ibew704.com) <tom@ibew704.com>;
                         Threase Harms, Lobbiest (threase@advocacyiowa.com)
                         <threase@advocacyiowa.com>
Cc:

Subject:             Speaking at Hearing

To Whom it may concern

I would like to speak at the public hearing dealing with State Board realignments on September
6th. I would like to give some comments on behalf of the IBEW State Conference as one who
was involved with creating the Iowa Electrical Board and as a previous board member.

Thank you in advance for your attention with this matter.

IBEW 288

Get Outlook for iOS
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                          Dawn
                         Driscoll-StateSenate <dawn@driscoll4senate.com>; Driscoll, Dawn
                         [LEGIS] <dawn.driscoll@legis.iowa.gov>

Subject:             Discontinuing Athletic Trainer licensure requirements

To Whom It May Concern,

I was notified this afternoon that a proposal to discontinue licensure requirements for Athletic
Trainers in Iowa is fast approaching a decision.

I am writing to share my disappointment in the very consideration of doing so and the
frustration with the lack of understanding that must exist on the degree to which this will
adversely affect our student athletes.

As a hospital CEO, in an organization that employs licensed Athletic Trainers of the highest
caliber, and makes such expertise a priority to provide to the schools in our service area at no
cost to the districts, I am extremely concerned that this decision will destroy the
professionalism and integrity of the discipline.  A decision to eliminate licensure for Athletic
Trainers would have a similar impact of eliminating licensure for the other professionals in
healthcare such as physicians, nurses, etc.  The license is the key to ensuring competency and
consistent application of skills that are in the best interest of the patient.  With concussion
protocols in their infancy and varying stages of acceptance, the timing to strip away this
professional credentialling requirement is negligent to care that must be given to our youth.  A
decision in favor of this action from a quality of healthcare perspective alone serves as a clear
statement of indifference that every Iowa parent, healthcare professional, coach, and citizen in
general should be extremely concerned about, not to mention the concern we should have
about those making such a decision.

I beg your consideration to not eliminate licensure requirements for Athletic Trainers for the
sake of our youth, their futures, and those who have invested so much to achieve higher and
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higher standards for the care of sports related injuries.  Do the right thing, you will be proud you
did.

Sincerely,

Confidentiality Notice:

This email message, including any attachments is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message.

Page 212 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image001.jpg
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 15:59:12 CDT 2023

Page 213 of 1221



image001.jpg for Printed Item: 136 (
              Attachment 1 of 2)

Page 214 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image002.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 15:59:12 CDT 2023

Page 215 of 1221



image002.png for Printed Item: 136 ( Attachment 2 of 2)

Page 216 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             HEARING INSTRUMENT SPECIALIST DEREGULATION

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of hearing specialists in Iowa.
I am a board certified heating specialist licensed in Iowa.
I have been testing and fitting for 14 years
There are so many reasons this is a terrible idea.
Hearing health is soo important,fitting aids correctly with skilled and trained professionals
Is extremely important to identify issues that require medical referrals.  This can only happen
with education and over site of the FDAand specialized boards.
Please reconsider this poor direction.  Imagine yourself or loved ones going to a non licensed
office and receive poor and or dangerous care.

Sent from my iPad
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Hearing Instrument specialist deregulation

Hello,

I am writing this in opposition to the deregulation of HIS. I studied and trained for this job in
Luebeck Germany for 3 years. Here in Iowa, it is also an extensive training which one must go
to in order to pass the exams.

For that to be completely wiped out would be a disgrace. I've been in this industry for roughly 4
years. I am still making plenty of new experiences with hearing losses I've never seen before
and situations I've never been in.

This job is challenging in so many aspects. You must have an extensive comprehension and
proper training of Audiology, Hearing Aid fitting, Technology, Testing etc.

Anyone who agrees with the deregulation of HIS, I urge you to test a patient, fit them with
hearing aids, and see how it goes. Hearing aids are very complex devices. There is no one
size fits all solution.

There are countless reasons to stick with the regulation of HIS. Thank you.

Office location:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Re: Proposed Board of Athletic Training elimination

Dear Review Committee,

Please accept this email as my formal opposition to the proposed elimination of the Iowa Board
of Athletic Training and the associated state licensure.  As a member of the athletic training
profession practicing in Iowa I would truly be disappointed in this state if this action were to
occur.  I have been certified and licensed in multiple states for the past 20 years and
understand the strides this profession has made and the positive impact it has on our
communities.

Currently, 47 states require licensure for athletic trainers to practice.  Why should the great
state of Iowa be any different?  Our active populations, including high school and college
athletes, deserve to have access to a professional that has been licensed by a state regulatory
board. Additionally, the potential act would negatively impact the ability of certified athletic
trainers work across state lines with the appropriate regulatory requirements that was granted
by the Sports Medicine Licensure Clarity Act.

The fact that this step is even being discussed is deeply concerning to me as a professional, as
a parent and as a citizen of this great state.  I am confident that when the facts have been
reviewed the appropriate action will be taken and this licensure will be continued.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Advisory Boards and Commission

To whom it may concern,

I am writing this letter in response to the Iowa government's proposal to reorganize and
eliminate over 140 Advisory Boards and Commissions. My name is . I am a
second-year student in the Master of Science in Athletic Training program at the University of
Iowa. This proposal that was created is working to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training as
well as our licensure. For some background information on this healthcare profession, Athletic
Training was first recognized as a profession in 1990 by the American Medical Association.
Athletic trainers are highly qualified and multi-skilled healthcare professionals who provide
services and treatment under the direction of and in collaboration with a physician in
accordance with their education, state statutes, rules, and regulations. Over the last 30+ years,
athletic trainers have specialized in the prevention, diagnosis, and intervention of emergent,
acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional limitations, and
disabilities. 47 states and the District of Columbia require licensure for athletic trainers. Of the
remaining non-licensure states, New York has a licensure bill awaiting the Governor's
signature and California has a pending legislation.

The University of Iowa is known for its exceptional programs in healthcare, and the Athletic
Training program lives up to that standard of being exceptional. We as students go through
extensive science-specific coursework that prepares us to sit for our Board of Certification
exam, be licensed to work in health care, and have the lives and well-being of individuals in our
hands. I have taken well over 100 credit hours of challenging and demanding courses over the
last 4 years. As a student, I have spent time providing healthcare to those in the sports team
setting, the clinical setting, and the public safety setting. Outside of the heavy load of
coursework that we have to complete, I have spent over 600 hours of my time as a student
shadowing athletic trainers and learning how to provide the best high-quality care for a patient
to improve their well-being. This is a career that requires time, dedication, learning, and
adequate teaching in order to have all of the knowledge to treat patients sufficiently.
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Our comprehensive education allows us to recognize and address a wide variety of injuries
and illnesses such as concussions, ACL tears, cardiac arrest, strokes, cervical spine injuries,
and even the extreme of suicide. We are the first medical professionals to be on the scene of
an athlete's injury and stay by their side all the way to their return to play or work. Without the
proper education and certification, the lives of individuals of all ages, including adolescents, will
be on the line. In the state of Iowa, there are over 1,000 certified athletic trainers, the majority
of whom are working over 40 hours a week to provide health care services to individuals.

The Board of Athletic Training is a committee that meets regularly throughout the year to make
changes and improvements to the care we are giving individuals. Eliminating the Board of
Athletic Training and Licensure is going to affect the health and well-being of the entire
population in Iowa. This is a profession that works closely with physicians and other healthcare
professionals. This collaboration provides substantial care to patients. The profession of
athletic training cannot be done without the proper teachings and training. I urge you to
thoroughly consider the importance of this profession and the impact that it has on people's
lives and keep the Board of Athletic Training and Licensure.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Athletic Training Licensure

My name is , I am a clinic and outreach Athletic Trainer with University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics and UI Sports Medicine. I earned my Bachelor's degree and Master of
Athletic Training degree from The University of Iowa and am a lifelong resident of the state. I
work for a public institution and work directly with and for residents of Iowa City and
surrounding communities.

I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state,
particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. I cannot begin to
state how alarming this is for the safety of athletes in this state. Athletic trainers play a vital role
in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily. The presence of athletic
trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a licensed healthcare provider to prevent,
evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency occurs, athletic trainers
are present to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an emergency action
plan/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being such an important
and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat head injuries
accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

There are many stories of the importance of athletic trainers, too many for this one email, but I
will share a few. , who graduated from Pleasant Valley High School and
played football at Iowa, was working out in Bettendorf and collapsed. An athletic trainer’s quick
and effective response to his cardiac issue is why he is still alive today. Last year, athletic
trainers at two different high schools in Iowa accurately diagnosed internal organ damage and
saved their athlete’s lives. Athletic trainers at a university in Iowa saved the life of a basketball
manager during practice a few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last year by
properly treating a cervical spine injury. I could go on and on with more stories. In each case
you needed a licensed healthcare professional there, on site, to have a positive outcome.
Having to call medical help or having someone without the right qualifications present could
have led to a poor outcome. Athletic trainers are the professionals that are trained to be on site
and take care of these injuries.

If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools who are

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 16:39:27 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 226 of 1221



hiring athletic trainers determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less
safe.

Additionally, by removing the licensure system from our state, we would rely only on the Board
of Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
exam is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates for basic knowledge and
skill, a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure continuing education is
necessary for public protection as best practices will naturally evolve over an athletic trainer’s
career.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else. In this case, being different is not a good thing.

Finally, as a community member, I want kids to be safe when playing in sports. I know injuries
will happen, but I expect the school or organization to have the properly trained individuals on
site to provide care. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and licensure system takes away
an important and effective means to ensure qualified individuals are providing that care.

Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you reach out to the
committee members making this decision and reconsider the elimination of the Board of
Athletic Training.

Thank you for taking the time to read this email.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Hearing on Boards and Commissions

Hello, I would like to speak at the public meeting on September 6th if possible on behalf of the
Iowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO.

--

Secretary-Treasurer, Iowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO
2000 Walker Street
Des Moines, Iowa 50317
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist Deregulation

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialist in
Iowa.

A Hearing Instrument Specialist has a VERY important job making sure the patient with a
hearing loss is prescribed the correct hearing aids for their specific hearing loss just like an
Optometrist prescibes the correct prescription for a vision loss.

By deregulating Hearing Instrument Specialist this is doing a great injustice for people with a
hearing loss that need professional care and service for their hearing loss needs in our great
STATE OF IOWA!!!

PLEASE take this in consideration and NOT DEREGULATE HEARING INSTRUMENT
SPECIALIST IN IOWA!!!!

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board Merging

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases. Massage therapy is a very different profession and massage
therapists have a significantly different responsibility to their clients than a
physical/occupational therapist and chiropractor.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Board of Chiropractic

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to make my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should
NOT be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact
public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the knowledge and expertise on the
board to deal with cases with provider specific intricacies.   .
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for the different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

I served on the Iowa Board of Chiropractic and can not think of anything that this proposal
would accomplish to better protect and serve the citizens of Iowa.  In my opinion, it would be a
risk that should not be allowed to come to fruition.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

To: Boards and Commissions Review Committee

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing instrument specialist in
Iowa.  I have been a licensed Hearing instrument specialist for almost 8 years in Iowa.
Obtaining a license to dispense hearing instruments is critical to protecting our consumers and
future patients.  The licensing exam for our profession is designed to prove total competency to
be able to safely and effectively work in the hearing industry.

There are many reasons why deregulation of our profession is a bad idea.  As a Sr. Hearing
Instrument Specialist, I fit prescriptive medical devices that require extensive training and
licensing to be able to fit patients properly and effectively.  We are trained to discover
underlying medical conditions that can be very serious that require intervention of a doctor or
ENT.  Untrained and unlicensed individuals have no ability to recognize these serious medical
issues.  If these issues are left untreated could have significant impact to their health.

Deregulation of licensing would open the door for anyone to fit the unknowing and vulnerable,
predominantly, senior population.  A poorly fit hearing device by an unlicensed/untrained party
can cause more damage to an individual's hearing.  All prescriptive hearing devices are
evaluated and tested by a licensed specialist.  The consumer/patient is fit with the proper
prescription to their most comfortable level.

There are countless of other reason why deregulation of licensing for Hearing instrument
specialist is very poor idea.  Please keep the safety of our, mostly senior population, into
consideration.  This would be impacting the safety of so many Iowan's.  Please take this into
consideration.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist Deregulation

To whom it may concern:

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialist in
Iowa. I am a board-certified hearing instrument specialist and have been licensed in Iowa for
14 years.  Deregulating the hearing industry is a horrendous idea for many reasons such as
not looking out for the overall health, safety, fit and satisfaction of the hearing impaired.  A
trained, licensed professional will prescription fit the hearing instrument(s) properly and do the
follow up required to insure a positive outcome.

There are many diseases and disorders the outer, middle and inner ear that must be
addressed before even considering the fitting of hearing aids. How is an unlicensed and
untrained fitter going to be able to handle these situations? Some of these conditions can even
be life threatening such as acoustic neuroma.  Our ears are one of the most neglected body
parts we have. However, untreated hearing loss can lead to more severe disorders like
dimentia, kidnedy disease, diabetes, social isolation to name a few.

           I know that caring for Iowans is a top priority for you.  Government budget cuts should
not supersede the proper care all Iowans             deserve therefore deregulation should not be
considered. Hearing instruments are an important part of a person's life and are
invaluable.  But, if improperly fit, can be detrimental. I welcome you to come to the Cedar
Rapids Miracle-Ear office to see for                 yourself how the proper testing, fitting, care and
standards are well orchestrated. If not properly licensed these standards                         would
not exist.
Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment Regarding Recommendation to Eliminate Board of Athletic
Training

Hello -

It has come to my attention from colleagues that the Board and Commissions Review
Committee determined yesterday it would be best to 'Eliminate' the Board of Athletic Training in
the State of Iowa.

I have lived in Iowa since 2013, primarily in Ankeny where I currently reside. I have earned
both of my degrees here in Iowa, from Drake. My Bachelors in Clinical and Applied Health
Sciences ('20) and Master's in Athletic Training ('21).  I am licensed to practice Athletic
Training in the state of Iowa because

*       I graduated from a rigorous, nationally accredited (CAATE) program at Drake and
*       passed a national Board of Certificate exam and
*       possess a master's level degree in athletic training

All of these steps are required and necessary, because an Athletic Trainer has the
responsibility and duty to care for their patients. Our patients are often athletes, they are often
children and adolescents, and they are constantly exposed to risks, typically due to sport but
also life and regular mental health challenges. We are trained to provide critical care for life-
threatening injury (head hits, chest trauma, open fractures, occluded airway, life-threatening
shock or allergy or asthma, etc.) and that is just in our emergency care training. We are also
qualified to diagnose and treat injury, to execute rehabilitation plans following injury or surgery,
create comprehensive injury prevention plans for teams, and identify signs of referrable illness,
which is very commonly, signs of concern for mental health or patient safety, which can be life
threatening. Because of the breadth of our work, it requires we have the highest quality of
education and oversight, so our athletes and patients here in Iowa, can stay safe and healthy
for years.

If we were to remove this board which oversees our licensing, we would be among the 3 other
states who do not require licensure (see link: https://members.nata.org/gov/state/regulatory-
boards/map.cfm). The reason almost all states regulate at the state level is because when
athletic trainers are present, athletes are always safer, allowing sport and subsequently, health,
to be the focus and the fun. That is, when the athletic trainers are what we expect (educated,
certified, and licensed).
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As my colleague  has already addressed to you: Licensure provides the highest level
of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health
care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health professions category, as
defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are assigned
National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical Association also
recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

I ask you, would you consider allowing surgeons, dentists, physical therapists, or nurses to be
able to treat you or a loved one without proper education, licensing, and regulation? Why would
you allow any less for your athletes and children or communities?

I would be happy to answer any more questions on my profession or come to speak in person.

Thank you for your consideration of public opinion on this matter. I urge you to reconsider the
original recommendation to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training in the state of Iowa.

Kindly,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation of heating specialist

The major dispensaries of hearing aids require licensed specialists
To treat patients with hearing loss..miracle ear hearing centers give back to all communities
By fitting at no charge hearing impaired population that cannot afford aids..
This organization hosts massive mission events fitting hundreds of needy patients.
This is done by licensed skilled passionate, professionals..
Please reconsider your direction.

Sent from my iPad
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Hearing Aid Specialists

Good afternoon,

I am writing you today to strongly oppose the proposition of eliminating the Board of Hearing
Aid Specialists.

This bill will do nothing but cause more problems for Iowans with hearing loss and hearing
aids. Removing licensed, certified specialists will make it harder if not impossible for people to
find TRUSTED and knowing specialists.

 People will purchase hearing aids in bulk and sell to unsuspecting individuals who then have
no way to have them adjusted like they need to be, as they are by PERSCRIPTION. Let alone,
return the hearing aids if there is a problem.

Would you allow an unlicensed, uncertified individual to sell prescription drugs out of their
home?

This decision is dangerous and will only harm the people that live in this state.

I urge you to reconsider.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Athletic Training Licensure

Hello,

I am writing to you today to stress to importance of our state's regulation of Athletic Training
licensure.

Athletic Trainers are health care professionals and have really shown our worth in the past few
years. We provide emergency care, rehabilitation, help with diagnosis, and other key parts to
athletes and patients care within orthopedics/sports medicine.
Most of us have 6-year degrees and all of us have a national certification.
We need to be promoting our profession and holding it to a higher standard. There are many
orthopedic surgeons and primary care providers that would agree with us. They see us as a
front line of care for many patients.
Not just anyone can become an Athletic Trainer. This is why we need continuing licensure in
the state.
There are countless stories of how we have saved lives during sporting events. High school
and middle school athletes depend on us being there as an advocate for them.
I hope you can see the importance of our license in this state. I am happy to give you further
information if needed.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             The Importance of Athletic Trainers

Greetings the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

My name is  and I am currently attending the University of Iowa's Master of
Athletic Training program. The elimination of the Board of Athletic Training as well as the
elimination of Athletic Training Licensure will not be good for all parties involved. Athletic
trainers are important members of health care and are integral to helping people within all
walks of life. Athletic trainers are vital in emergent care situations, rehabilitation, and
injury/illness prevention. Throughout the United States of America, only three states do not
currently have full state licensure for Athletic Trainers. These states include New York,
California, and Hawaii. It is important that as a state, we choose to go forward towards
complete licensure versus moving backwards. New York and California are even taking steps
to become further regulated. Do we really want Iowa to be what California was and still is at
this moment in not having state licensure.

What is key is that athletic trainers help to provide care to a range of patients. We work with
grandmothers needing to rehab from a surgery. We work with the high school quarterback
recovering from a twisted ankle. We work with the factory working that has a chronic carpal
tunnel. We work with them all and if we aren't licensed, the standard of care provided would
decrease and become worse as a result. Thank you for your time and vote against the
elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and vote against the Elimination of State
Licensure.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             ATC license

To Whom It May Concern,

I understand that the committee would like to change the license requirement for Athletic
Trainers. I believe that this done in poor judgement, and should not move forward.

ATC's are medical professionals that require intense training through an accredited program.
These are the people that will treat athletes while still going to class and doing homework.
They are the first line of medical help during sporting events, and the most trusted and
consistent medical provider athletes will see in their lives.

If this is taken away, you will see an increase in athletes receiving sub par care from "medical
professionals" claiming to be athletic trainers. There will be no regulation for those on the
sidelines claiming to be an athletic trainer. Is that the person you want treating an athlete for a
concussion? Or a cardiac event?

What are you will to sacrifice to take away the license requirements for an ATC? I hope you're
prepared for student athletes health to suffer.

You are doing this profession a disservice if this moves forward.

With frustration,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposed elimination of athletic training license and board

To whom it may concern.
I am writing to comment on the proposal to eliminate the athletic training professional license
and its board as part of the overhaul and state licenses and boards in the upcoming this
coming year. I would argue that elimination of the athletic training license and board is short-
sighted and increases the danger to the public, particularly athletes in the high school and
university settings across Iowa. As one of the 1,129 licensed athletic trainers in Iowa, I can
personally attest for the importance of the license from the perspective of what it was like
before the license, when there was no scope of practice guidance and anyone with no training
could claim to be an athletic trainer. Our license protects the public and lets our clients and
employers know we are properly trained. We specialize in prevention, diagnosis, and
intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. We reach into underserved rural areas of our state. As a
long-serving athletic trainer at a rural high school, there were many times I was the only
professional on the football field to serve both teams with concussion management skills,
which is required by Iowa law. In addition to athletics, we serve all types of patients, from the
armed forces and public safety to the performing arts,

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an athletic trainer's ability to practice
across state lines, depending on regulatory requirements in other states. Every state, with the
exception of California (where legislation is pending) and Washington DC require licensure for
athletic trainers. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public's
safety, and is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers have
National Provider Numbers by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and are
recognized as an allied health profession by the American Medical Association. In addition, the
Board of Athletic Training in the state of Iowa is completely funded by athletic trainer licensure
fees, with no lost revenue.

I thank you for reading my comments, and I hope you will reconsider this proposed elimination
of the athletic training license.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board merger concerns

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I reaching out to you to voice my professional opinion that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure
Board should not be combined and/or merged with any other boards. This would create many
issues, some of which could affect public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for your consideration. My colleagues and I ask for you not to support merging
and/or combining the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Expressing Opinion on Elimination of Athletic Training

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 19:56:58 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Licensure

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

I am a coxswain on the University of Iowa D1 Rowing Team and my athletic trainer has had
significant impacts on the success of my college career. I am eternally grateful for her
knowledge and all that she has done for me and my team. The extensive training that she has
gone through to get to her position today is extremely important and must not go unnoticed.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 20:00:29 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of the Board of Athletic Training of Athletic Trainers in Iowa

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

I am a student athlete at the University of Iowa and the athletic trainer for my team has been
the biggest support system for me. Personally suffering several injuries, I have never had to
worry about having someone to look out for me and advocate for my needs. She made sure
that I was taken care of over the summer, even though I was halfway across the country and
she never hesitates to do what is best for me and my teammates. She deserves the credit that
she has worked hard to earn and practices with each of us every day.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
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regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to you as a Division I athlete at the University of Iowa and previous high school
athlete who has been blessed to have had excellent athletic trainers who have helped me with
multiple injuries throughout the years. With that being said, I am very opposed to the
elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. Not only
would this pose a significant safety issue going forward, but it also negates the rigorous school
and training of the athletic trainers in Iowa. It is that rigorous training that gives athletes like me
access to high quality trainers, not only in my collegiate career but in my youth as well.

This decision would directly impact on myself, my teammates, and all athletes at the University
of Iowa and other sports programs across the state. Eliminating licensure in Iowa could
potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state lines (travel with their team),
depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some states allow you to practice in
their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the same regulatory requirements).

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

There is a reason for licensure, and it should not be forgotten. It constitutes that the person
providing care for these athletes is well versed in the field while also providing the highest level
of patient protection. Additionally, it is the gold standard of regulation for health care
professionals. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health professions category, as
defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are assigned
National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical Association also
recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Please make safety your priority,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 20:09:53 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Brd

To whom it may concern,

Thank for you for the opportunity to share my thoughts on these proposed changes. I’m in
agreement with Governor Reynolds that all the boards of the State of Iowa need to be
reviewed and either eliminated or consolidated.

As an HVAC service technician and mechanical contractor for over 24 years I’ve spent
hundreds of hours and thousands of dollars on continuing education and licensing. The current
setup is for a license renewal every 3 years. I’d really like to see that increased to 7 years with
an elimination of the continuing education piece. I see no need or benefit to the current set up.

Thank you for your time,

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 20:13:47 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

Thank you,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 20:14:32 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 255 of 1221



From:

To: bcrccomments@iowa.gov
<bcrccomments@iowa.gov>

Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board should not be combined and merged with any other boards. This
creates many issues that impact public safety including:

* Creating a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board knowledge
to deal with cases. Chiropractic, massage, and physiotherapy do different things thus they all
should have different boards.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. I ask for your reconsideration to not merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date: Thu Aug 31 2023 20:20:42 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition Against the Elimination of AT Licensure

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

As a current student-athlete at the University of Iowa, I think that it is only right that I have a
voice in this matter. I am a current junior at the University of Iowa on the rowing team. I have
gone through a major injury since being here on campus and there is no way I would have
been able to recover the way I did without my athletic trainer and the specialties she has. By
taking away licensures for Athletic Trainers, especially in youth sports, there are going to be
more injuries that are not taken care of in the best way for the patient. Without the care as a
youth athlete, many will not live out their big dreams of playing because of youth injuries not
taken care of properly.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with the current
Iowa code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure supplies the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 20:40:50 CDT
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same regulatory requirements).

Thank you for your time and consideration
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board Reorganization & Merger

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic training and licensure of
athletic trainers in Iowa

Hello,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 21:10:06 CDT
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Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

As a current student athlete, I am incredibly concerned about this issue. The protection of my
teammates health and my own is not something that should be put in the hands of an
unlicensed individual. Young athletes without any idea of their medical rights, or without the
ability to know what is right and wrong, should never be put in this dangerous of a position.
Supporting this would be putting the lives of thousands children at risk each and every single
day. I, and many many others passionately oppose this elimination and hope to have our
voices heard.

Thank you for the consideration.
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Midwifery Advisory Board

To whom it may concern:

Please retain the Midwifery Advisory Council to ensure the most qualified Iowans are advising
on issues impacting the non-nurse midwifery workforce and to reduce barriers to entry into the
Certified Professional Midwife workforce, which is positioned to see an increase in the state
once licensure is available in July 2024.

The Midwifery Advisory Council (MAC) was created when HF 265 was signed into law on June
1, 2023 and is listed on the preliminary recommendations for elimination. The MAC would
advise the Board of Nursing on matters related to midwifery. This is necessary because
Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) are not nurses. Creating the MAC was a compromise
to avoid creating an entirely new board to save the state money and ensure a reasonable
licensing fee for CPMs. Having a different profession, in this case nurses, set CPM rules
creates barriers for the CPM workforce and is contrary to the goals of the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee goals and recommendations.

HF 265 was passed with overwhelming bipartisan support by the Senate 46-2 and House 91-2.
The bill provides licensure for Certified Professional Midwives, increasing access to quality
maternal health care providers, which are desperately needed in Iowa. Licensure is necessary
for CPMs to obtain the life saving medications within their training and scope of practice.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 21:10:46 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should
NOT be combined and merged with any other boards. Chiropractic is a distinct and unique
profession and is not similar enough to other proposed professions to be merged with them.  I
fear that lumping these professions together will create confusion and water down the strength
and integrity of the board.  I believe that to safeguard the public Chiropractic CAN ONLY BE
judged and regulated by Chiropractors educated in an accredited Chiropractic College and who
have practiced the profession of Chiropractic.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Thu Aug 31 2023 21:38:33 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Midwifery Advisory Council

The Midwifery Advisory Council (MAC) was created when HF 265 was signed into law on June
1, 2023 and is listed on the preliminary recommendations for elimination. The MAC would
advise the Board of Nursing on matters related to midwifery. This is necessary because
Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) are not nurses. Creating the MAC was a compromise
to avoid creating an entirely new board to save the state money and ensure a reasonable
licensing fee for CPMs. Having a different profession, in this case nurses, set CPM rules
creates barriers for the CPM workforce and is contrary to the goals of the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee goals and recommendations.
HF 265 was passed with overwhelming bipartisan support by the Senate 46-2 and House 91-2.
The bill provides licensure for Certified Professional Midwives, increasing access to quality
maternal health care providers, which are desperately needed in Iowa. Licensure is necessary
for CPMs to obtain the life saving medications within their training and scope of practice.
Please retain the Midwifery Advisory Council to ensure the most qualified Iowans are advising
on issues impacting the non-nurse midwifery workforce and to reduce barriers to entry into the
Certified Professional Midwife workforce, which is positioned to see an increase in the state
once licensure is available in July 2024.

Sincerely,

The International Cesarean Awareness Network, Inc. (ICAN) is a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to improve maternal-child health by reducing preventable cesareans through
education, supporting cesarean recovery, and advocating for vaginal birth after cesarean
(VBAC).

The information contained in or provided via email is intended for general consumer
understanding and education only, it is not intended to be, and is not provided as a substitute
for professional medical advice. Nothing contained in or provided via email is intended to be or
is to be used for medical diagnosis or treatment. Always seek the advice of a qualified health
care provider before you undergo any treatment or for answers to any questions you may have
regarding a medical condition. ICAN does not warrant or guarantee the accuracy,
completeness, correctness, timeliness, or usefulness of any information provided via email. In
no event will ICAN be liable to you or anyone else for any decision made or action taken by
you or anyone else in reliance upon the information contained on or provided via email.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Licensure

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
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states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         

Subject:             REQUESTED ACTION: Opposition to Elimination of Iowa Board of Athletic
Training

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is , and I am a Licensed Athletic
Trainer in the State of Illinois, working for the largest employer of Athletic Trainers in the
country, Athletico. I am currently responsible for the oversight of our team of over 350 Athletic
Trainers, with 50 of those 350 teammates residing and practicing in Iowa. I am writing to
express my deep concern and strong opposition to the recent consideration of eliminating the
Iowa Board of Athletic Training.

The Athletic Training profession is composed of Certified and Licensed Athletic Trainers from
professional, collegiate, and high school teams; industries; physician offices; rehabilitation
clinics; and every branch of the United State military working together to promote and practice
the profession of Athletic Training within the State of Iowa. Athletic Trainers have a long history
of providing quality health care for athletes and persons engaged in regular physical activity.
They are highly skilled licensed health care professionals who specialize in immediate, acute,
and emergency care, examination, assessment, injury prevention, risk management,
therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injury and illness. We are included under the allied
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health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) & also carry National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). Lastly, the American Medical
Association (AMA) also recognizes Athletic Trainers as an allied health care profession.

The National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) represents and supports more than 45,000
members of the Athletic Training profession, including more than 1129 licensed Athletic
Trainers in the State of Iowa. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the
public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. It also
ensures clients and employers that an Athletic Trainer is properly trained, taking continuing
education, and monitored. The associated Board of Athletic Training helps provide scope of
practice guidance & protects the public from untrained persons. There is no expense
associated with this Board. The fees that Athletic Trainers pay to renew their license cover all
costs and year over year they are consistently in the black.

By eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and subsequent licensing for Athletic Trainers, we
risk losing a dedicated group of professionals who are uniquely qualified to address the
specialized needs of athletes and active individuals. Their knowledge in injury prevention,
emergency response, and rehabilitation techniques is invaluable in safeguarding the health of
those who rely on their expertise.

I urge this committee to reconsider this proposal and recognize the indispensable contributions
that Athletic Trainers make to the communities of Iowa. Their skills and training are essential
components of a comprehensive healthcare system that prioritizes the physical well-being of its
citizens.

In conclusion, I stand firmly against the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and
implore the Board to continue supporting this critical profession. Let us work together to ensure
that athletes and active individuals throughout the state continue to receive the highest
standard of care.

Respectfully,
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This message may contain information that is confidential, privileged, or otherwise protected
from disclosure. If this message contains Protected Health Information, its acquisition,
transmission, storage and use is protected by HIPAA. If you are not the intended recipient, any
review, disclosure, copying, or distribution, of this material is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this message in error or are not the named recipient(s), please contact the sender immediately
and delete this message. Thank you for your cooperation.

Page 270 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image001.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 23:46:01 CDT 2023

Page 271 of 1221



 image001.png for Printed
Item: 174 ( Attachment 1 of
                    8)

Page 272 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image002.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 23:46:01 CDT 2023

Page 273 of 1221



image002.png for Printed Item: 174 ( Attachment 2 of 8)

Page 274 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image003.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 23:46:01 CDT 2023

Page 275 of 1221



image003.png for Printed Item: 174 ( Attachment 3 of 8)

Page 276 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image004.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 23:46:01 CDT 2023

Page 277 of 1221



image004.png for Printed Item: 174 ( Attachment 4 of 8)

Page 278 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image005.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 23:46:01 CDT 2023

Page 279 of 1221



image005.png for Printed Item: 174 ( Attachment 5 of 8)

Page 280 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image006.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 23:46:01 CDT 2023

Page 281 of 1221



image006.png for Printed Item: 174 ( Attachment 6 of 8)

Page 282 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image007.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 23:46:01 CDT 2023

Page 283 of 1221



image007.png for Printed Item: 174 ( Attachment 7 of 8)

Page 284 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image008.png
Last Modified:        Thu Aug 31 23:46:01 CDT 2023

Page 285 of 1221



image008.png for Printed Item: 174 ( Attachment 8 of 8)

Page 286 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             licensure of Athletic Trainers

Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I’m writing to alert you to the critical need to maintain the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure for athletic trainers in the state of Iowa. I work at the University of Iowa Hospitals and
Clinics and previously with the University of Iowa wrestling team.  Many athletic trainers work
within our hospital with patients every day, side by side with our nurses and physicians. Many
also provide services at community high school and sporting events. Just this past weekend
two lives were possibly saved by the quick actions of our staff to treat heat stroke during Friday
night high school football games. There are many other health care tasks that athletic trainers
perform such as evaluation and rehabilitation of patients’ injuries, but these are not actions that
should go unregulated. The educational preparation (minimum of a master’s degree) and
oversight of the ethical, professional background of people who treat patients is very important.
In the sports world there have been too many cases of abuse and poor outcomes by
physicians and coaches of the past to allow our state to regress in our regulation of
professional activities of those involved in the sporting world.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49 of 50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47 of 50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else in the country.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.
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Thanks for allowing me to comment and remember, it would be foolish to abandon the very
important role of the Board of Athletic Training and licensure for athletic trainers in the State of
Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.
* Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the
Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 06:49:44 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             CHIROPRACTIC Licensing board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 06:56:30 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DO NOT Merge Chiropractic and other boards

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 07:08:40 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and Commissions Review Committee

To whom it may concern:

I oppose the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and the possible elimination of the
licensure of athletic trainers in the state of Iowa. Athletic trainers are integral to the practice of
medicine and orthopedics at the University of Iowa as well as across the state. This gross
disregard for their licensure will ensure even longer wait times, and sub-standard care of
athletic injuries across our state.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 07:29:28 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic issues

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Sent from my iPad

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 07:36:40 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Midwifery Advisory Council

The Midwifery Advisory Council (MAC) was created when HF 265 was signed into law on June
1, 2023 and is listed on the preliminary recommendations for elimination. The MAC would
advise the Board of Nursing on matters related to midwifery. This is necessary because
Certified Professional Midwives (CPMs) are not nurses. Creating the MAC was a compromise
to avoid creating an entirely new board to save the state money and ensure a reasonable
licensing fee for CPMs. Having a different profession, in this case nurses, set CPM rules
creates barriers for the CPM workforce and is contrary to the goals of the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee goals and recommendations.
HF 265 was passed with overwhelming bipartisan support by the Senate 46-2 and House 91-2.
The bill provides licensure for Certified Professional Midwives, increasing access to quality
maternal health care providers, which are desperately needed in Iowa. Licensure is necessary
for CPMs to obtain the life saving medications within their training and scope of practice.
Please retain the Midwifery Advisory Council to ensure the most qualified Iowans are advising
on issues impacting the non-nurse midwifery workforce and to reduce barriers to entry into the
Certified Professional Midwife workforce, which is positioned to see an increase in the state
once licensure is available in July 2024.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:00:00 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulating Hearing Specialists

Having working in the medical field most of my life, I cannot imagine why anyone would think of
deregulating hearing specialists. For the safey of Iowans, I urge you to reconsider this.

· Eliminating the Board will compromise patient safety, satisfaction, and access.

· The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s recent regulatory changes necessitate preserving
the Board, not eliminating it. This is because the FDA reclassified non-OTC hearing aids as
“prescription medical devices” that may only be dispensed upon a prescription or other order
from a state-licensed practitioner, including hearing aid

specialists. Eliminating the Board will result in the loss of licensure for every hearing aid
specialist practitioner. This will effectively prevent hearing aid specialists from being able to
assist Iowans obtain the hearing care they need, drastically reducing patient access across the
state. Thus, any belief that the Board may somehow now be unnecessary considering the FDA’
s recent regulatory changes would be deeply mistaken.

· The proposed elimination of the Board would effectively force Iowans to seek hearing care
from unregulated providers, many of whom should be expected to be fly-by-the-night online
hearing aid companies that employ unscrupulous tactics to prey on consumers that need the
help of a regulated medical profession such as hearing aid specialists.

· Eliminating the Board, and thus licensure of hearing aid specialists, will result in the closure of
many small, family-owned clinics that provide good, paying jobs in your communities.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:01:37 CDT
Attachments:
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“A satisfied customer is the best business plan of all”

Michael LeBoeuf
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation of licensing of hearing instrument specialists

I am writing in opposition of the deregulation of licensing of hearing instrument specialists
There are many reasons why this is a terrible idea.
Most importantly being licensed and fully trained to for hearing instruments we are trained
recognize underlying life saving medical conditions that would otherwise go untreated.
We are also fully trained to give our patients the best prescribed outcome with hearing
instruments to prevent a one size fits all experience which results in unsatisfactory outcomes
and then prevents them from getting the proper help they need and deserve.

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:07:36 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,
This email is in response to a proposed move to combine the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure
Board with other un-related boards. This proposal would have dire consequences for the
citizens of Iowa.

The change would, to say the least, make it difficult for board members who already sacrifice
time away from their respective practices, to serve on said board. These are dedicated
volunteers who are serving their profession and the state of Iowa.

From a public safety standpoint, this un-tested and Ill conceived suggestion would water down
the knowledge and expertise to hear cases that come before them.

Finally, doing what’s suggested will hamper getting investigations under way in a timely
manner so as to protect our profession and patients.

Thank you for studying this proposal and questioning those who will be most affected by this
plan. Please reconsider your plan to merge the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any
other boards.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:13:16 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

 I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists in
Iowa.

I am a Patient Care Coordinator and have been working with people with a hearing loss for
over 20 years.

One of the major problems I see with deregulating this profession is that people will not know
who they are dealing with when they reach out for help.

Has this person any idea of what to look for when they test the hearing or even look in the
person's ears prior to testing?  How long have they been "in the business".

 I have worked with many consultants, and I know of cases where lives were saved. I am not
exaggerating, based on test results people were referred to a doctor and in two cases brain
tumors were discovered. How will that still happen when anyone can open an office to sell aids
without having gone through the licensing procedure?

 Ask yourself, would you buy glasses from someone other than a licensed optician?, give birth
helped by your someone who has always just wanted to work with babies instead of an
OBGYN or trained Midwife?  We laugh at people who google symptoms online instead of going
to a doctor but with deregulating this profession you are asking people to do just that, not to get
a trained licensed professional to diagnose their condition but to leave it up to someone who
thinks this might be a good way to earn money.

The hearing instrument specialist is just that, a specialist. They have been trained in what to
look for, they have been trained to test and know when something is other than a simple
hearing loss and needs to be looked at by an ENT. How can someone who is untrained know
what to look for and when to medically refer someone? I feel that deregulating this profession
could lead not only to people having serious conditions ignored but also the elderly falling prey
to people who are in it only to make money. With more and more studies being released
connecting Alzheimers with hearing loss would you not think that having the best trained
professionals doing this job is essential to the well-being of all?

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:16:34 CDT
Attachments:
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Before deciding to de-regulate I would humbly ask that you look at the licensing procedure,
what kind of education does a Hearing Professional go through? You might be surprised to
learn what it takes for someone to get licensed and what they must learn to get those HIS
letters behind their name.

Final question, if YOU came to the conclusion that you need a hearing test would you go to a
non-licensed person for your help or to someone who has been trained to not only test your
hearing but also be able to read those results and know if there is something more than a
hearing loss going on?

Thank you, I hope you make the correct decision.

Sincerely,

“People who wonder if the glass is half empty or half full miss the point. The glass is refillable.”
-Unknown
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             RE: Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the boards
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure deregulation

Hello my name is , I am a state licensed hearing instrument specialist as we as
a National Board Certified Hearing Instrument specialist. I have worked and treated patients in
the state of Iowa for approximately 10 years.
I recently was notified about the possible deregulation of licensed hearing instrument specialist
in Iowa and frankly I am appalled.
There is a lot to proper fitting, testing , programming, counseling that goes into taking care of a
persons hearing health. This is not a retail hand them the box of hearing aids product. If you
have ever known anyone with hearing loss it is quite frustrating for the patient and can be
particularly dibillitating emotionally if not handled with the utmost professional education and
care. These people do not want to be sold a product. They need a licensed qualified
professional to determine their type of loss before fitting. On some cases it takes an expert in
the field to uncover other possible medical issues so we can refer them to a Dr. That is
precisely why we are licensed. We know what we are doing. To let any unlicensed fly by night
used car salesman fit hearing aids would be an ethical disaster. People want help long term
guidance with their hearing health by licensed professionals, not unqualified fit them and forget
them salespeople. The question you must ask yourself would be if this was your family
member what would think would be in their best interest? You know the answer deep in your
hear. Please think carefully and understand that deregulation of our licensed heating
instrument specialists in our great state is not the answer.
Thank you

The standard is the standard.
(Mike Tomlin)

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:24:57 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             comment on eliminating the Board of Psychology

Good morning,

I'm reaching out as a licensed psychologist in the state of Iowa to express my concern about
Governor Reynolds' proposal to disband the Board of Psychology and collapse it under a new
Board of Behavioral Health. Each mental health/behavioral health discipline has its own code
of ethics, scopes of practice, training programs, etc. which needs unique/specialized oversight
by a Board made up of clinicians in that particular field. Unfortunately I do not think a new
Board combining multiple disciplines will be more efficient as Board members will need to
learn/review/consider multiple sets of codes of ethics, rules of professional practice, etc. to do
their work which is cumbersome and the opposite of efficiency (and most concerning, may be
misunderstood thus decisions will not be based upon correct information). Additionally, I am
deeply concerned that a Board made up of multiple disciplines will lead to psychologists being
regulated by people who are not of their own discipline, which can lead to disadvantageous
outcomes (and perhaps even in an unjust way if Board members are not truly impartial). For
example, there are many more master's level clinicians in the state, so if the new Board is
formed proportionally there would be an underrepresentation of input from the psychology
discipline when it comes to making decisions about a psychologist's license. That is deeply
problematic to me.

Iowa is in the midst of a severe mental health crisis and shortage of providers. My concern is
actions like this proposed change will drive current clinicians (such as myself) out of the state,
and prevent other clinicians from moving in (which I know is already happening due to recent
legislation). It's in the best interest of Iowans to keep professional boards separated by
discipline.

Please respond to let me know my comment has been logged for review.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:29:21 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Confidentiality Notice: Email is not a secure form of communication. This email is intended for
the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received
this communication in error, please do not distribute, notify the sender by e-mail at the address
shown above, then delete the original message with any attachments. Please be aware that
email communication can be intercepted in transmission or misdirected. Your use of email to
communicate protected health information to us indicates that you acknowledge and accept the
possible risks associated with such communication. Please consider communicating any
sensitive information by telephone, secure message, or mail. If you do not wish to have your
information sent by email, please notify the sender immediately. Thank you for your
compliance.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@Iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Comments on Hearing Instrument Licensure

Attention Boards and Commissions Review Committee-Please see attachment on my
comments regarding Hearing Instrument Specialist Licensure.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             RE: AT Licensure

  Dear Board of Review,  I am writing this email in response to the recommendation that the
“AT licensure requirement be removed” in the state of Iowa.  I have been a head varsity soccer
coach for over 15 years in Williamsburg and have seen my fair share injuries.  Many schools
we compete against do not have a certified AT onsite and when we have had a player go
down, it is really obvious.  Too many times their unlicensed  athletic trainers were unsure of the
scope of the injury and were unprofessional in their approach.  I feel more than blessed that we
have the AT that we do here at Williamsburg.  She is fully licensed and takes her job seriously,
professionally and personally.  Her diagnosis is quick and spot on.  When opposing teams
arrive and ask if we have a trainer,  I tell them that our athletic trainer is one of the best and
that she has never misdiagnosed an injury yet in her tenure with us.  I feel that the AT portion
of your license holds these professionals at a higher level than a simple certificate of training
that their other colleagues may hold.  I believe it provides uniformity to the profession.  I also
feel that this requirement insures the utmost safety for our student athletes.  Knowing that
these teens are getting the right diagnosis and prescribed protocol and PT is huge to the family
a tremendous relief to me as a coach by freeing me up to do what I love,  coach!         Kindest
regards,      

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:30:22 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 313 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training- Comments

Good morning,

My name is , an Iowa resident, an Athletic Trainer, an assistant professor at
Drake University, and a pediatric concussion and sports safety researcher and advocate.

There have been recent conversations about eliminating the athletic training licensing board
and leaving it up to employers to determine who is qualified to provide healthcare as an athletic
trainer to our student-athletes and other professionals. Licensure protects the public and lets
patients and employers quickly know that an athletic trainer has been trained appropriately,
stays on top of best practices through continuing education, and is being monitored. Licensed
athletic trainers follow similar parameters as many other healthcare professions with required
continuing education units and a National Provider Number. Simply passing the Board of
Certification should not be the standard in Iowa. The board of athletic training is not an
expense; the fees ATs pay cover the costs, and we have volunteers who serve on the
committee.

Currently, 47 states and the District of Columbia require licensure for Athletic Trainers. Of the 3
remaining non-licensed states, New York has a licensure bill awaiting the Governor's signature,
and California has pending licensure. The other remaining state still regulates athletic trainers.
Currently, CA is the only state that does not regulate athletic trainers, but they have a current
bill to protect student-athletes to regulate athletic trainers. If Iowa eliminates the Board of
Athletic Training, we will move backward and become the only state not regulating athletic
trainers.

Lastly, athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who provide medical services to all
patients, not just high school students. Across the United States, we have athletic trainers in all
settings, including youth sports, secondary school, college, performing arts, public safety,
occupational health, and armed forces. Removing licensure would impact not only our youth
sports but a number of patients and clients in Iowa currently being served by an athletic trainer.
Eliminating licensure would directly impact our athletic trainers who travel with athletics teams,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:30:34 CDT
Attachments:
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as they may be unable to practice across state lines. Several states allow athletic trainers to
practice clinically if their home state maintains similar or the same regulatory requirements.
This could pose a major problem for any of our collegiate, professional, or traveling sports
teams. Athletic trainers are recognized healthcare professionals and are allied providers to
several healthcare professionals in the state.

I urge you to strongly consider the impact eliminating the licensing board for athletic training
will have on the communities in Iowa and all patients who are being treated by an athletic
trainer.

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialist in
Iowa. I am a patient care coordinater who, for the last 5 years, has worked for the largest
employer of hearing instrument specialist in Iowa and Nebraska. Last year we fit over 4000
Iowans with hearing aids from licensed trained professionals.

There are countless reasons why the de regulation of our profession is a terrible idea. We fit
prescriptive medical devices that require extensive training and licensing to be able to fit
patients properly and effectively. In the course of our work, we are trained to discover
underlying medical conditions that can be medically serious that require the intervention of a
doctor or ENT. These conditions can be something as simple as impacted earwax, or
something more significant like brain tumors. Untrained and unlicensed individuals have no
ability to recognize these serious, underlying medical conditions, and these patients would go
untreated, and could have a very significant impact on their health.

Last October the FDA approved over the counter hearing aids. They develop two
classifications of hearing aids. Over-the-counter hearing aids require no hearing test no
evaluation and are not seen by a licensed professional. The other class of hearing aids are
referred to as prescription hearing aids. Prescription, hearing aids are required to be fit a
licensed professional. This would eliminate the entire category of prescription hearing aids with
deregulation. Prior to the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids there were many surveys
done throughout the industry to evaluate the public‘s perception of the need of a license
professional to fit and treat the hearing loss properly. In countless studies up to 96% of
individuals acknowledged the importance of the interaction with a licensed hearing care
professional to properly treat their hearing loss.

Since the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids, our business is actually up by over 20%.
Over-the-counter hearing aids have had no impact whatsoever on the hearing aid industry. I
believe this solidifies the understanding and the need for licensed trained professionals to treat
the patients properly and effectively.

Deregulation of licensing for hearing instrument specialist would open the door for anyone to fit
the unknowing and vulnerable, predominantly, senior population. The outcomes of these
fittings would be very poor and the consequences to the patients would be astronomical. If a

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:31:37 CDT
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person tries hearing aids and is unsuccessful with them statistically they wait 5 to 7 years to try
hearing aids again. In the course of that time the hearing loss can become so great that
hearing aids even at a premium level are                  ineffective. Recent studies have shown
that untreated hearing loss has a significantly higher chance of developing Alzheimer’s and
dementia. There are higher risks of falling, social  isolation, and depression for those with
untreated, hearing loss.

The International Hearing Society administers the license exam for hearing instrument
specialist in 40 states. There is significant training and learning involved to be able to pass the
international license exam. The  exam is designed to prove total competency to be be able to
safely and effectively work in our profession. Even with this extensive training the first time
pass rate of the exam is only 60%. So even properly trained individuals require a great deal of
time to be able prove competency. What would an individual with no training whatsoever be
able to do for an unsuspecting person in need of proper hearing healthcare?

There are many other reasons why eliminating the hearing instrument specialist board is a very
poor idea for the interest of thousands of Iowans. Please take this into consideration.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DO NOT combine boards

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Yours In Health,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:34:15 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensing

Board and Commissions Review Committee,

Please understand the rigorous time and education we apply when helping people with hearing
loss.  This is extremely important to our profession and our patients.

One of the most important parts of helping the hearing impaired is follow-up visits from them to
adjust and enhance their hearing through our extensive studies and continuing education.

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Care Professionals in
Iowa.

We take our profession very serious! Our patients understand our passion and commitment to
their inability to hear properly. Again, this comes from our extensive education in properly
helping the hearing impaired.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best regards,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:34:19 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the elimination of the AT Board

To whom it may Concern:

As an AthleticTrainer in the state of Iowa, I am in shock that this committee is willing to
disregard the professional licensure of a medical profession.  Athletic Trainers (AT) are
healthcare professionals who prevent, evaluate,and treat not only orthopedic injuries, but all
conditions that are presented from our patients. We are the first line of defence for medical
emergencies and concussion in sports. There is no way you or your children have not
encountered an AT at some point in their sports career.  We are NOT Personal Trainers!

Why can't the profession of AT be combined with the PT/OT boards?  Just because we have a
smaller number of practitioners in the state (1100+), doesn't give you the right to take away our
professional license to practice. ALL states either have or are in the process of obtaining
regulation of their ATs.  Why would Iowa want to be known for erasing 30 years of AT
licensure?

Not having a licensed HEALTHCARE professional on the sideline of sporting events is a
PUBLIC SAFETY issue.  The Board of AT does NOT cost the state anything.  Our fees pay for
the costs of the board. The only impact is devastation to a profession that has worked so hard
for respect and recognition. Just lump us with our colleagues the PTs and OTs if you must
"make government smaller"

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:34:38 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Relating to the brain and how to help people hear better to live to the fullest life
possible

I am writing today to urge that the Iowa Board of hearing should not be removed-
The watch dog of the industry- we need all the specialized help in the hearing industry-
Relating to the brain and how to help people hear better to live to the fullest life possible.  The
seriousnous of removing a board such as the Iowa hearing- we will go backwards on hearing
for good-  We need to have involved companys with prescribed hearing health- that will
properly train consol and help screen for medically needs-  Not giving hearing the most
attention will make a customer or patient lose hope and discourage from treating the help the
body and mind needs.
please keep the board in the state-
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

To whom it may concern,

As a patient care coordinator, I have seen firsthand the impact of the certification of our
specialists has on our community. These are just a few reasons why it is imperative to the
health and wellbeing of those with hearing impairment, to receive care from a licensed health
care professional.

First, there are those that come for evaluation seeking help from hearing devices, who require
a medical referral. Just recently we had a 38-year-old male come for evaluation and was
having trouble hearing. After one of our licensed hearing specialists did a full hearing exam and
otoscopic inspection, he was referred to have his ears flushed for wax impaction. He did NOT
need hearing devices to remedy his impairment. Without having received the proper training
and licensing, he may have been fit with hearing aids elsewhere, and never been told that he
simply needs his ears cleaned.

Next, my mother-in-law received hearing devices from Miracle Ear. Based on her audiometric
evaluation and her dexterity, it was determined that she needed to be fit with custom molds.
Taking impressions done without licensing, training and proper technique, could've resulted in
physical trauma for her. Because this process was done by a fully licensed and trained
healthcare professional, the proper sanitation protocols were followed, and the procedure for
the impressions done safely and accurately. The risks of performing an impression improperly
are very dangerous and can result with injuries affecting the rest of someone's life.

Lastly, the trust we build with all those coming through our doors knowing that they are
receiving care from a certified and trained professional is paramount. When a person walks
into a medical office of any kind, and they can see the certificates and licensure posted
throughout the office, they know they are going to receive health care from a knowledgeable
and trained professional. No one should ever feel fear, doubt, or anxiety because they question
the abilities and training of their healthcare provider. By having earned that certification, and by
continuing to receive education, our licensed specialists are able to provide a safe and clean
environment where people in our community can come and receive proper care.

I would never want anyone from my own family, and I'm sure you wouldn't for yours as well, to
receive healthcare of ANY kind from someone that doesn't know what they're doing. Having
proper training and licensure of hearing healthcare professionals is imperative to the health

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:39:23 CDT
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and well being of those in our community with hearing impairment needs. This should be a
common sense notion. Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing instrument specialist degregulation

Dear Sir or Madam,

Hello, my name is   I am a licensed Hearing Instrument Specialist in Iowa and
have been for 9 years.  I am writing to you today to express my deep concern regarding the
deregulation of licensing.   By allowing this to pass there would be detrimental effects to our
patients.

Hearing loss should be treated like any other medical condition.  It requires a trained
professional to diagnose and treat.  Most hearing losses are related to nerve damage or
heredity but there are so many possibly serious reasons that require surgical intervention.

During my time as a licensed Hearing Instrument Specialist I’ve referred many patients to the
Dr for various health reasons.  There was one time a patient came into my office and after our
initial check up I knew something was not right.  I referred her to her Dr and found out she had
a Cholesteatoma.  If this had gone untreated she would have lost all of her hearing in that ear.
Through training and practice I was able to spot a serious medical condition.  A few times
patients have come in and after testing I see that they have an air bone gap.  Following FDA
regulations I referred them to their Dr.   They ended up having to have a stapedectomy in order
to save their middle ear.  If people are allowed to practice without a license so many of these
cases would go undiagnosed or misdiagnosed.

The patients I see deserve to receive the best service.  By deregulating licensing in this field
you will be devaluing the care we provide.  The public would suffer.  Hearing aids give people
part of their life back.  No hearing aid sale is just sale.  It’s an emotional journey I help my
patients through.  We spend so much time making adjustments and working through issues.  I
am good at my job because of the training I went through to obtain my license.
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On a personal level, I know that I would want any of my loved ones experiencing a hearing loss
to receive the best possible care.  Like all other medical conditions this can only be done with
someone who is licensed.  A licensed person who keeps on top of new developments in their
field and goes through training programs to receive the knowledge they need to perform their
job at an expert level.

People don’t go through this licensing process because it is easy.  They go through it because
they love the field and want to be equipped with the knowledge they need to perform at the
best level they can.

Please take the time to consider what passing this would do to communities.  I think when you
put thought into it and consider the repercussions it will have on all hearing aid users you won’t
let it pass.

Thank you for your time,

Get Outlook for iOS
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Hearing Aid Specialists

To Whom It May Concern -

This email is in regards to the motion to eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists.  The
elimination of the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists would be an ill-advised policy decision that
will put consumers and patients in harm’s way. If the Board is eliminated, it will effectively
deregulate our profession, allowing bad actors to flourish and jeopardize the integrity of the
important services we provide in our communities—helping our patients hear better.

Eliminating the Board will compromise patient safety, satisfaction, and access.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s recent regulatory changes necessitate
preserving the Board, not eliminating it. This is because the FDA reclassified non-OTC
hearing aids as “prescription medical devices” that may only be dispensed upon a
prescription or other order from a state-licensed practitioner, including hearing aid
specialists. Eliminating the Board will result in the loss of licensure for every hearing aid
specialist practitioner. This will effectively prevent hearing aid specialists from being
able to assist Iowans obtain the hearing care they need, drastically reducing patient access
across the state. Thus, any belief that the Board may somehow now be unnecessary
considering the FDA’s recent regulatory changes would be deeply mistaken.

The proposed elimination of the Board would effectively force Iowans to seek hearing
care from unregulated providers, many of whom should be expected to be fly-by-the-
night online hearing aid companies that employ unscrupulous tactics to prey on
consumers that need the help of a regulated medical profession such as hearing aid
specialists.

Eliminating the Board, and thus licensing of hearing aid specialists, will result in the
closure of many small, family-owned clinics that provide good, paying jobs in your
communities.

Please consider all of these items carefully before you vote.

Thank you,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:44:08 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the Deregulation of HIS Licensure

I am writing this email to express my deepest opposition to the deregulation of licensure for
Hearing Instrument Specialists in the State of Iowa.

As a licensed Hearing Instrument Specialist, myself, I understand how vital it is to have
licensed professionals in this field. We follow a strict set of guidelines and standards to provide
the best patient care possible. By deregulating my/our licenses, you are putting our patients
and anyone with hearing loss at risk. Please consider the moral thing to do, and keep licensing
for the Hearing Instrument Specialists in our state.

Firstly, the wide scope of practice this profession provides requires a lot of knowledge that one
cannot simply be provided without proper education. Anatomy, acoustics, patient care, and
infection control just to name a few. We are an ever changing profession, which requires a lot
of continuing education to maintain the best level of care.

Working in a more rural area, most times, my patient' first step to get help for their hearing
needs is my office, and for others very similar offices. Not only are we screening for hearing but
also other ear-related disorders and diseases. This can be as simple as ear wax impaction to
severe medical conditions like tumors and bone growths. Someone without the proper
education and training could easily miss these things, ultimately at the expense of the patients'
health.

Our licensing exam sets the standard to practice. Taking this exam is not an easy feat. Even
with many months of training not many people pass their first time. By removing this, any and
all could provide this care leaving many patients, mostly seniors susceptible to low levels of
care by untrained professionals. Fitting prescriptive hearing aids requires a high level of
knowledge. Under fitting, over fitting, and miss fitting patients would become more prevalent.

Please consider my opposition to the deregulation of the HIS Licensure. By licensing these
professionals, we can provide the best level of care to those with hearing loss.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:46:11 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure deregulation

I am a Patient Car Coordinator at Miracle Ear.  I am opposed to the deregulation of licensed
hearing care professionals.  I have seen several patients come in that have purchased OTC
hearing aids and they still can't hear.  I believe it is a disservice to hearing impaired people to
let just anyone sell them hearing aids and not be able to actually fit hearing aids to a patients
perscription.

Thank you

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:50:16 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <BCRCcomments@iowa.gov> <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure

To whom it may concern,

I am writing this email to address the deregulation of licensing the Hearing Instrument
Specialist in the state of Iowa. I feel I must advocate for my fellow Specialist and the individuals
I serve. Deregulation would be a huge injustice to individuals we serve. They deserve to have a
competent individual over seeing their hearing health. The Hearing Instrument Specialist does
not only focus on selling hearing aids, they are also trained to identify other health risks
associated with hearing loss. Without the proper licensing or regulations in place, I feel our
seniors / patients will not only be taken advantage of, but perhaps misdiagnosed when a
trained professional could have caught a minor issue or a life threatening one.

Thanks,

Sent from Mail for Windows

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 08:50:54 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

I am writing to oppose the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialist.
I have been working in the industry as a Patient Care Coordinator. The first question asked
when scheduling a new patient: "Is the consultant licensed? Does he know what he is doing?"
Our patients are predominantly older. They put their trust in a trained professional. Trust is the
key word there. They trust that the person that is looking in their ears knows what they are
looking at/for. They trust in the person they are writing a check to know what is best for them
and will be there to help them through the process. They trust that they are going to get
something for that check they write instead of a "thanks so much" and never see them again
.
Would you trust any specialist that YOU go to that doesn't have training and a license? I know I
would not.

Yes, times are changing, but the necessity of a trained, licensed professional is not.

Thank you,
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please keep athletic training license requirement and state Board of Athletic
Training

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state and
particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. I cannot begin to
state how alarming this is for the safety of athletes and patients in this state. Athletic trainers
play a vital role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily, as well as in
emerging setting such as the hospitals and clinics, military setting, and industrial employees, to
name just a few of the many settings pertinent for athletic trainers as healthcare providers.

The presence of athletic trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a licensed healthcare
provider to prevent, evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency
occurs, athletic trainers are present to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an
emergency action plan/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being
such an important and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat
head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

There are many stories of the importance of athletic trainers, too many for this one email, but I
will share a few. , who graduated from Pleasant Valley High School and
played football at Iowa, was working out in Bettendorf and collapsed. An athletic trainer’s quick
and effective response to his cardiac issue is why he is still alive today. Last year, athletic
trainers at two different high schools in Iowa accurately diagnosed internal organ damage and
saved their athlete’s lives. Athletic trainers at a university in Iowa saved the life of a basketball
manager during practice a few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last year by
properly treating a cervical spine injury. In the hospital/clinic setting, athletic trainers see
patients under physicians and help diagnose and treat injuries that could be detrimental if left
untreated. I could go on and on with more stories. In each case, you needed a licensed
healthcare professional there, on site, to have a positive outcome. Having to call medical help
or having someone without the right qualifications present could have led to a poor outcome.
Athletic trainers are the professionals that are trained to be on site and take care of these
injuries.
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If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools who are
hiring athletic trainers determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less
safe.

Additionally, by removing the licensure system from our state, we would rely only on the Board
of Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
exam is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates for basic knowledge and
skill, a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure continuing education is
necessary for public protection as best practices will naturally evolve over an athletic trainer’s
career.

My education has not been a timeline to take lightly. I obtained my Bachelor of Athletic Training
from Luther College in 2017. I then went on to earn my Master of Athletic Training from AT Still
University in 2019. Subsequent to graduate schoolwork, I also completed a one-year
orthopedic athletic training residency program at University of Iowa to further specialize in my
specific area of athletic training within the hospital and clinic system. This type of education
track is similar to the medical model that physicians follow to become licensed within the
country. Thus, proving how imperative the license process is for athletic trainers as healthcare
providers. As a loose analogy, I'm guessing you would not want a physician to practice on you
who is not licensed.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you reconsider the
elimination of the Board of Athletic Training.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

I recently was notified about the possible deregulation of licensed hearing instrument specialist
in Iowa and frankly I am appalled.
There is a lot to proper fitting, testing , programming, counseling that goes into taking care of a
person's hearing health. This is not a retail hand them the box of hearing aids product. If you
have ever known anyone with hearing loss it is quite frustrating for the patient and can be
particularly debilitating emotionally if not handled with the utmost professional education and
care. These people do not want to be sold a product. They need a licensed qualified
professional to determine their type of loss before fitting. On some cases it takes an expert in
the field to uncover other possible medical issues so we can refer them to a Dr. That is
precisely why we are licensed. We know what we are doing. To let any unlicensed fly by night
used car salesman fit hearing aids would be an ethical disaster. People want help long-term
guidance with their hearing health by licensed professionals, not unqualified fit them and forget
them salespeople. The question you must ask yourself would be if this was your family
member what would think would be in their best interest? You know the answer deep in your
hear. Please think carefully and understand that deregulation of our licensed heating
instrument specialists in our great state is not the answer.
One of the major problems I see with deregulating this profession is that people will not know
who they are dealing with when they reach out for help.
Has this person any idea of what to look for when they test the hearing or even look in the
person's ears prior to testing?  How long have they been "in the business". I have worked with
many consultants, and I know of cases where lives were saved. I am not exaggerating, based
on test results people were referred to a doctor and in two cases brain tumors were
discovered. How will that still happen when anyone can open an office to sell aids without
having gone through the licensing procedure?
 Ask yourself, would you buy glasses from someone other than a licensed optician?, give birth
helped by your someone who has always just wanted to work with babies instead of an
OBGYN or trained Midwife?  We laugh at people who google symptoms online instead of going
to a doctor but with deregulating this profession you are asking people to do just that, not to get
a trained licensed professional to diagnose their condition but to leave it up to someone who
thinks this might be a good way to earn money.

Last October the FDA approved over the counter hearing aids. They develop two
classifications of hearing aids. Over-the-counter hearing aids require no hearing test no
evaluation and are not seen by a licensed professional. The other class of hearing aids are
referred to as prescription hearing aids. Prescription, hearing aids are required to be fit a
licensed professional. This would eliminate the entire category of prescription hearing aids with
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deregulation. Prior to the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids there were many surveys
done throughout the industry to evaluate the public‘s perception of the need of a license
professional to fit and treat the hearing loss properly. In countless studies up to 96% of
individuals acknowledged the importance of the interaction with a licensed hearing care
professional to properly treat their hearing loss.
Deregulation of licensing for hearing instrument specialist would open the door for anyone to fit
the unknowing and vulnerable, predominantly, senior population. The outcomes of these
fittings would be very poor and the consequences to the patients would be astronomical. If a
person tries hearing aids and is unsuccessful with them statistically, they wait 5 to 7 years to
try hearing aids again. In the course of that time the hearing loss can become so great that
hearing aids even at a premium level are ineffective. Recent studies have shown that untreated
hearing loss has a significantly higher chance of developing Alzheimer’s and dementia. There
are higher risks of falling, social isolation, and depression for those with untreated, hearing
loss.
The International Hearing Society administers the license exam for hearing instrument
specialist in 40 states. There is significant training and learning involved to be able to pass the
international license exam. The exam is designed to prove total competency to be able to
safely and effectively work in our profession. Even with this extensive training the first-time
pass rate of the exam is only 60%. So even properly trained individuals require a great deal of
time to be able prove competency. What would an individual with no training whatsoever be
able to do for an unsuspecting person in need of proper hearing healthcare?
There are many other reasons why eliminating the hearing instrument specialist board is a very
poor idea for the interest of thousands of Iowans. Please take this into consideration. I wouldn't
want just anyone looking into my ears or testing me that do not know anything about it or that
are not licensed.
 thank you.

Thank-you
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

Hello,

I'm writing today to express how important it is that we keep the regulation of hearing
specialists in Iowa. Without the knowledge and education that specialists currently receive it
could be detrimental to peoples opportunity to receive the proper care for their ears. It would be
extremely reckless to allow people to run tests, sell hearing aids and provide the care that is
required after without any sort of education/training/ certification.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board and Commission Review Committee

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment, I have been in Chiropractic practice for the past 26
years in Cedar Rapids, I feel that is is vital that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should
not be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact
public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Yours in Health,
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cONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information transmitted in this message is intended only for
the person(s) or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or legally
privileged material. Delivery of this information to any person other than the intended recipient
(s) is not intended in any way to waive privilege or confidentiality. Any review, transmission,
dissemination or other use of, or taking any action in reliance upon this information by entities
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this information and you
are not a named recipient, please notify me, delete the information from any computer and
destroy all copies.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             OPPOSITION TO ELIMINATE THE BOARD OF HEARING SPECIALISTS
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposal of Elimination of AT Licensure

Hello,

I'm emailing you with a concern about the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training as
well as the elimination of AT's licensure.

I am a student-athlete on the Rowing team at the University of Iowa. As a student athlete I
know first-hand how important it is to have a well-educated athletic trainer. My trainer's name is

. She is incredibly knowledgeable about her field and is a phenomenal athletic
trainer. I can't image the possibility of someone without the proper education taking care of
athletes. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to the thousands of patients
who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of licensure would lead to
danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but especially our youth
athletes.

Allowing people without the proper training to be able to take the exam is a dangerous idea.
Kezia is extremally insightful with the many injuries that may arise within the rowing team.
Providing the wrong treatment could result in worse outcomes for the athletes.

This proposal also degrades athletic trainers everywhere and all the hard work they've gone
through to become experts in their profession.

Please take these thoughts into consideration with decision making going forward.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             OPPOSITION TO ELIMINATE THE BOARD OF HEARING SPECIALISTS

To whom it may concern,

As a fully licensed hearing instrument specialist for over 7 years with Miracle Ear, I
STRONGLY oppose the proposition to eliminate the board of hearing aid specialists.
Eliminating the board would compromise the safety, trust, and health of both current and future
hearing-impaired patients in our state.

If a person seeking hearing help receives no evaluation from a licensed and certified
professional, there are many possible negative outcomes. First, a person may not even need a
hearing device at all. Many times in my career I have had to refer someone to an Ear, Nose
and Throat Doctor for medical attention OTHER than a hearing aid. There have been those
with acoustic neuroma's, perforations of their ear drums, fluid in their Eustachian tubes, ear
infections, wax impactions, and the list goes on and on. If I were not certified and licensed, it
would have been all too easy to sell hearing devices to ALL of those people, and in effect throw
their hearing healthcare in the garbage. It is imperative that these members of our community
are given proper evaluation by a professional with the right training, so they're health and
quality of life is put first every time.
      Next, and extremely important, a full and precise audiometric evaluation MUST be
completed on every person with hearing impairment. This needs to be done to determine that
success with a hearing device is even possible. Every person deserves quality care with their
health in every aspect, and hearing should be treated no differently than any other. Being
certified and trained to prescribe and fit a hearing device to each individual person's hearing
loss is CRUCIAL for their success and quality of life. If the board for hearing specialists is
eliminated, people will have limited access to this type of quality care which could result in
them being fit improperly. Being under amplified or over amplified are both very real
possibilities which can result in further damage to a person's hearing, or lack of quality in their
daily life.

    I finish by urging you to stop the elimination of the Board of Hearing Specialists. You, a
friend, or a loved one, may find yourself in a hearing booth in need of help. When that day
comes, you know that having a licensed, trained and fully certified health care professional
would make you feel like you have trust in the care you are receiving. Hearing healthcare
should NOT be something that you can order in the mail. Hearing healthcare should NOT be
something you are afraid of. Hearing healthcare should NOT be taken so lightly that just
anyone can do it.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 09:17:20 CDT
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HEARING HEALTHCARE SHOULD BE PERFORMED BY FULLY LICENSED AND
CERTIFIED SPECIALISTS AND NO ONE ELSE.

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to the right decision being made to put the health
and well-being of our community members first, and keeping the Board of Hearing Specialists
in tact.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT Licensure

Good morning,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Proposal to Merge Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards, for the following reasons:

* This would create a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation of Licensing Hearin Aid Specialists

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialists in
Iowa. I have worked for over 12 years with the largest employer of hearing instrument
specialists in Iowa. Last year our Group fitted over 4000 Iowans with hearing aids from
licensed trained professionals.

The de-regulation of our profession is a terrible idea for many reasons. Hearin aids are medical
devices.  Our HCPs are trained and licensed with the ability to fit hearing aids with hearing loss
prescriptions.  Our offices perform routine checkups for both the patients' ears and hearing aid
devices themselves.  There have been many issues where the HCP I worked with had to send
a patient to an ENT after uncovering a bigger medical issue.  My Dad suffered from a hearing
loss.  He purchased sound amplifiers online and just thought there was no hope for his
hearing.  When I started working for Miracle Ear, we brought him in to find out he has a curved
ear canal with a lot of wax.  Later in his life, he was hospitalized for months.  He could not hear
the Drs or nurses.  I voiced my concerns over and over and it wasn't until my husband, a
trained, licensed, and board-certified HCP went in and helped him with hearing aids did he
finally Get some hearing relief.  He never made it out of the hospital and if he hadn't been able
to hear the last few months of his life, it would have turned out to be a very sad situation into a
much more heartbreaking story.  In our office, there was also a patient who came in without
much of a loss but after being examined, our HCP saw something unusual.  They went to the
Dr. and found out they had cancer.  An untrained person would not have caught something like
that.  Our HCPs are also trained in elderly abuse and neglect.  They can spot the signs of this
and report it when necessary.  So much of what they do in the office with patients is so
important.

Deregulation of licensing for hearing instrument specialists would allow anyone to fit and take
advantage of the people we see.  Most of our patients are seniors, some without family nearby.
We treat them like our family and take care of them.  Our trained professionals work hard to
make sure hearing aids are programmed and working to the best of their abilities.  Having the
ability to hear keeps people, especially seniors, active in their communities.  It Goes way
beyond handing out a hearing aid and letting them figure it out.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 09:37:58 CDT
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Please take all of this into consideration when you are voting on this.  Please make the right
choice.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialist in
Iowa.  I am a board-certified hearing instrument specialist and have been licensed in Iowa for
almost 10 years.

I am greatly concerned for our citizens of Iowa if this goes through.  There is a lot of care that
goes into fitting someone with hearing aids, and a lot of training that goes into that.  I cannot
imagine having my mother or grandmother go to someone un-licensed without the knowledge
that it takes to fit someone with hearing aids.  A lot of the time, we see people that have had a
sudden loss or something else that needs medical attention, instead of going to the doctor first
we are their first stop, without the licensing board and knowledge to know to do a medical
referral these people would just be fitted with hearing aids and not be sent to the doctor for a
proper medical diagnoses.  I have had some patients that I have sent for a medical referral and
they were diagnosed with an acoustic neuroma that would have gone undiagnosed.

I strongly encourage you to put our citizens of Iowa first and keep the licensing for Hearing
instrument specialist.

Thank you,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 09:38:49 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to removing Licensure for hearing instrument specialists

My name is .  I am 59 years old and born and raised in Iowa my whole life.  I
have been permitted and licensed Hearing instrument specialist since 1997.  I STRONGLY
oppose the proposition to eliminate the board of hearing aid specialists. Eliminating the board
would compromise the safety, trust, and health of both current and future hearing-impaired
patients in our state.

If a person seeking hearing help receives no evaluation from a licensed and certified
professional, there are many possible negative outcomes. First, a person may not even need a
hearing device at all. Many times in my career I have had to refer someone to an Ear, Nose
and Throat Doctor for medical attention OTHER than a hearing aid. There have been those
with acoustic neuroma's, perforations of their ear drums, fluid in their Eustachian tubes, ear
infections, wax impactions, and the list goes on and on. If I were not certified and licensed, it
would have been all too easy to sell hearing devices to ALL of those people, and in effect throw
their hearing healthcare in the garbage. It is imperative that these members of our community
are given proper evaluation by a professional with the right training, so they're health and
quality of life is put first every time.

Next, and extremely important, a full and precise audiometric evaluation MUST be completed
on every person with hearing impairment. This needs to be done to determine that success
with a hearing device is even possible. Every person deserves quality care with their health in
every aspect, and hearing should be treated no differently than any other. Being certified and
trained to prescribe and fit a hearing device to each individual person's hearing loss is
CRUCIAL for their success and quality of life. If the board for hearing specialists is eliminated,
people will have limited access to this type of quality care which could result in them being fit
improperly. Being under amplified or over amplified are both very real possibilities which can
result in further damage to a person's hearing, or lack of quality in their daily life.

I finish by urging you to stop the elimination of the Board of Hearing Specialists. You, a friend,
or a loved one, may find yourself in a hearing booth in need of help. When that day comes, you
know that having a licensed, trained and fully certified health care professional would make you
feel like you have trust in the care you are receiving. Hearing healthcare should NOT be
something that you can order in the mail. Hearing healthcare should NOT be something you
are afraid of. Hearing healthcare should NOT be taken so lightly that just anyone can do it.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 09:39:18 CDT
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HEARING HEALTHCARE SHOULD BE PERFORMED BY FULLY LICENSED AND
CERTIFIED SPECIALISTS AND NO ONE ELSE.

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to the right decision being made to put the health
and well-being of our community members first, and keeping the Board of Hearing Specialists
in tact.

"Train people well enough so they can leave, treat them well enough so they don't want to"
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensing Deregulation

 I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists in
Iowa.

I am a Hearing Care Professional and have been working with people with a hearing loss for
over 15 years.

One of the major problems I see with deregulating this profession is that people will not know
who they are dealing with when they reach out for help.

Has this person any idea of what to look for when they test the hearing or even look in the
person's ears prior to testing?  How long have they been "in the business".

 I have worked with many consultants, and I know of cases where lives were saved. I am not
exaggerating, based on test results people were referred to a doctor and in two cases brain
tumors were discovered. How will that still happen when anyone can open an office to sell aids
without having gone through the licensing procedure?

 Ask yourself, would you buy glasses from someone other than a licensed optician?, give birth
helped by your someone who has always just wanted to work with babies instead of an
OBGYN or trained Midwife?  We laugh at people who google symptoms online instead of going
to a doctor but with deregulating this profession you are asking people to do just that, not to get
a trained licensed professional to diagnose their condition but to leave it up to someone who
thinks this might be a good way to earn money.

The hearing instrument specialist is just that, a specialist. They have been trained in what to
look for, they have been trained to test and know when something is other than a simple
hearing loss and needs to be looked at by an ENT. How can someone who is untrained know
what to look for and when to medically refer someone? I feel that deregulating this profession
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could lead not only to people having serious conditions ignored but also the elderly falling prey
to people who are in it only to make money. With more and more studies being released
connecting Alzheimers with hearing loss would you not think that having the best trained
professionals doing this job is essential to the well-being of all?

Before deciding to de-regulate I would humbly ask that you look at the licensing procedure,
what kind of education does a Hearing Professional go through? You might be surprised to
learn what it takes for someone to get licensed and what they must learn to get those HIS
letters behind their name.

Final question, if YOU came to the conclusion that you need a hearing test would you go to a
non-licensed person for your help or to someone who has been trained to not only test your
hearing but also be able to read those results and know if there is something more than a
hearing loss going on?

Thank you, I hope you make the correct decision.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Re: Boards and Commissions Review Committee Public Comment

Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

My name is  and I represent the International Union of Elevator
Constructors. I wish to speak during the public comment period on Wednesday, September 6,
2023.

Please confirm receipt of this request.

Thank you and always work safe.

April 28th 2024---IUEC Safety Stand Down Day
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation of Licensing Hearing aid Specialists

September 6, 2023

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee members,

The Iowa Hearing Association (IHA) and International Hearing Society (IHS) appreciates this
opportunity to share with theBoards and Commissions Review Committee (herein referred to
as “the committee”) our concerns with the August 29, 2023, recommendation to eliminate the
Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”). 

The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequences of:

* Limiting/ lowering hearing healthcare access;

* Loss of licensure;

* Eliminating consumer protection;

* Compromised patient safety;

* Individual complacency;

* Reducing competition; and

* Laxed hearing healthcare industry standards.

This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
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individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board
investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct.

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which
have been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,” which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care
professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral
authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

The practice of ordering, selling, dispensing, and fitting prescription hearing aids is a complex
process that, generally speaking, includes the testing of a patient’s hearing, programing their
patient’s prescription hearing aid to meets their hearing need, and ensuring that it internally
aligns with the eardrum and is comfortable; an individual’s hearing is as unique as their
fingerprint.

To ensure patient safety and efficacy, licensed hearing aid dispensers must possess and
maintain highly technical skills and clinical knowledge.  This is achieved through the licensing
process, which requires focused study and hands-on training with a licensed professional, and
competency testing to ensure they meet high standards to provide safe and effective hearing
health care to their patients. An improper fit or setting can harm a person, and even damage
their hearing further.  Iowa’s hearing-impaired patients should be assured that their hearing
healthcare professional is property qualified, is held to high standards for practice, and
maintains education in this field.  They should not expect or rely on hearing aid specialists to
police themselves. Hearing aid specialists may be members of IHA and/or their national
professional association or may pursue certification from the National Board for Certification in
Hearing Instrument Sciences (NBC-HIS). However, none of these bodies has the legal
authority to enforce or prosecute inappropriate practices.

According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 6 percent (over 186,000) of Iowa’s
residents have a hearing disability. This is not just an older adult population’s health concern.
Younger people are also at risk of hearing loss, with the CDC estimating that about a fifth of
Americans 30 and under have had their hearing impaired.

Hearing loss can affect a person in three main ways:

* Fewer educational and job opportunities due to impaired communication.

* Social withdrawal due to reduced access to services and difficulties communicating with
others.

* Emotional problems caused by a drop in self-esteem and confidence.

Additionally, recent research from Johns Hopkins reveals that hearing loss is also linked with
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walking problems, falls, and even dementia. The research found that mild hearing loss doubled
dementia risk, moderate loss tripled risk, and people with a severe hearing impairment were
five times more likely to develop dementia.

It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists.

We are happy to answer any questions on this issue or any others related to hearing aid
dispensers. Please contact the President of the Iowa Hearing Association, Cory Chad Popelka,
BC-HIS at cpopelka@mefrasier.com  or IHS’ Manager of Government
Affairs, Christine Seitz, at cseitz@ihsinfo.org or .

Respectfully.

                                                  

                                                             

                                                       

                                                                       

                                                        

 in 1951, IHS represents hearing aid dispensing professionals worldwide, including
hearing aid dealers and dispensers (known federally as hearing aid specialists), dispensing
audiologists, and dispensing physicians. Hearing aid dealers and dispensers dispense about
half of hearing aids delivered in the public market and operate in both urban and rural areas.
IHS promotes and maintains the highest possible standards for its members in the best
interests of the hearing-impaired population they serve by conducting programs in competency
accreditation, testing, education, and training, and encourages continued growth and education
for its members through advanced certification programs.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             BCRC Public Comment

Hello,

Please find attached public comment from the Council for Interior Design Qualification
regarding the Boards & Commissions Review Committee’s August 29 subcommittee
recommendations. I can be reached at the phone number and email addresses below and
would be happy to answer any questions committee members might have.

Thank you.

ADMINISTRATORS OF THE NCIDQ EXAMINATION

     www.cidq.org

CIDQ is working a modified summer work schedule. The office will close at 12pm ET each
Friday between May 26 – September 1, 2023.
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225 Reinekers Lane, Suite 210, Alexandria, VA 22314 

202-721-0220 

September 1, 2023 
 

RE: Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee Recommendations 
 

My name is , Director of Government Affairs for the Council for Interior Design 
Qualification (CIDQ). I write in response to the Boards & Commissions Review Committee’s August 29 
recommendation to eliminate the Iowa Board of Interior Design. Due to the impact on the health, 
safety, and welfare of the public, and CIDQ’s own lack of involvement in disciplinary and enforcement 
functions at the state level, we believe the interior design profession is best overseen by a board of 
subject matter experts in the profession. This model is how design professions are regulated nationwide, 
and we recommend that framework be maintained and believe it can be made more efficient through a 
multi-disciplinary board composition. 
 

Rationale for the subcommittee’s recommendation has pointed to the national NCIDQ 
certification examination for the interior design profession, which is utilized as the prerequisite for 
registration in the state of Iowa. Concerning any role in protecting the public health, safety, and welfare 
as a policing or investigatory party in the state, CIDQ’s investigatory and/or enforcement role is limited 
solely to issues related to the administration of our exam such as cheating, question harvesting, etc. Our 
organization simply does not have the capacity nor directive to oversee the practice of interior design in 
US jurisdictions and serve the public’s interests in the way that a state board does.  Specifically, we have 
no process for reporting, investigating, or sanctioning incompetent practice by individuals who have 
passed our exam. As in every other regulated jurisdiction, and as with most other professions, we look 
to the state board to fulfill that function, as it is doing today.  
 

The committee also notes the lack of complaints and disciplinary instances among Registered 
Interior Designers over the last several years. Just this year, the Iowa Legislature passed SF 135 with 
overwhelming bipartisan support, which expanded the state’s interior designer registration to include 
the ability to stamp and seal nonstructural construction plans for permitting. Iowa’s representatives 
have affirmed the interior design profession’s impact on public safety and the importance of its 
regulation and have provided practitioners the ability to practice independently. With that capability, 
and the potential for risk to public safety that exists with it, enforcement and disciplinary capacity 
administered by subject matter experts in the profession will be more critical than ever before. 
 

The Interorganizational Council on Regulation, comprised of the four design credentialing 
organizations, uniformly supports the continued regulation of all design professions. CIDQ suggests that 
state boards are the best framework to administer such regulation and urge the Board and Commissions 
Review Committee to recommend maintaining some form of subject matter expert- led oversight of the 
interior design profession. While a standalone board would be the most effective method of oversight, a 
multi-disciplinary board overseeing one or more design professions would be an efficient framework 
that would still offer public protection. Multi-disciplinary boards are a common framework among 
states; 15 states currently have joint boards that oversee several design professions. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer these comments. I am happy to be a resource to the 
Committee; any questions can be directed to me at   
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             URGENT Board of Athletic Training Elimination

To whom it may concern,

I am emailing in response to the recent discussions of the potential to eliminate the Board of
Athletic Training for the State of Iowa. I believe this would be an egregious mistake.
Maintaining a state licensure benefits all and negatively affects none. Having a state license
ensures properly trained and educated individuals that are taking continuing education are the
ones that are caring for individuals. The Board of Athletic Training helps provide proper scope
of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained persons. Every state (except
California which has pending legislation) and Washington D.C.requires licensure for
AthleticTrainers, demonstrating the importance. Eliminating regulation will lead to the reversion
of Athletic Training practice in the state of Iowa where anyone could serve as the “Athletic
Trainer” at their place of employment as the employer saw fit.

Athletic Training is a healthcare profession and we as Athletic Trainers are responsible for the
health and wellbeing of those at the institutions we work at as well as to the general public.

As an Athletic Trainer we provide a multitude of medical services in many different types of
settings including traditional sports setting, public health and safety, occupational health, and
the armed forces to name a few. Having a Board of Athletic Training and maintaining a license
helps provide the highest level of patient protection for public safety and is the standard form of
regulation for health care professionals.  Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professional's category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) and can be assigned NPI numbers. The American Medical Association also recognizes
athletic training as an allied health care profession. We as athletic trainers provide a variety of
services including first aid, injury evaluation, therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of
injuries and medical conditions, health and wellness promotion and education, injury
prevention, and administrative tasks. Often times athletic trainers are the first or only health
care provider on site when a medical emergency occurs and provide emergent care for
individuals as well saving countless lives in the process

To become an Athletic Trainer one must obtain an advanced degree from an Accredited
Institution with a very specific and rigorous coursework and hundreds of hours of clinical
training to become eligible for the Board testing at a National level. We have national regulation
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via this national board exam to initially becomecredentialed to practice but, as you know in
many other areas for professional organizations, it is the States that are ultimately responsible
for the adherence to and maintenance of educational competency via Licensure and Board
regulation. We MUST have a standard of practice and system of vetting applicants or current
licensees, or we will be heading to the unregulated randomness as seen in, and only in
California which again has pending legislation.

I fully understand the streamlining and reduction of governmental burden in some areas and
that the task of the boards and Commissions Review is great but reduction of regulation of
Athletic Training which is a profession thatprovides healthcare to athletes and other
populations in the state cannot be part of this. Additionally, this proposed reduction will not
affect cost-saving measures as the Board of Athletic Training operates without funding from the
State as the members are volunteers and meet virtually.

I implore you to support our efforts to maintain our Licensure Board as is, without modification.

There is no need for response, however if you choose to I would be happy to assist in any way
I can.

Thank you for your time,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists

To Whom it May Concern,

I have been made aware that there is a proposal to eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid
specialists.  I think that this proposal is a terrible idea.

This board is in place to regulate who is able to work with those who need hearing care, and is
an essential component of this industry as it ensures that hearing aid specialists are licensed,
trained, and BACKGROUND CHECKED to be sure they deliver proper care and continued
care.  Without this board, it would open up a whole new window for those who prey on the
demographic of people who need hearing care the most;  our parents, grandparents, and
children.  It is important that our families receive hearing care from licensed professionals.
I work in the hearing care industry, and eliminating the board would ultimately result in the
closure of my small clinic that I currently work at.  I and several others like myself would lose
their jobs.

Thank you for your time and for reading my email.  It is important to me that the Board of
Hearing Specialists stays in place.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:02:54 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment - Chiropractic Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* The proposed combination combines the board into professions that compete in the
marketplace. This opens the door for potential conflicts of interest amongst board members
who may favor one profession over another.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:04:19 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT Licensure Must Remain!

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is  and I am the President of the Illinois Athletic Trainers Association
and I am writing to have you reconsider discontinuing licensure for athletic trainers in the state
of Iowa. As you know, licensure is the highest level of regulation available to healthcare
providers and helps to protect those providers and the patients that they serve. Every state and
Washington D.C. require licensure, with the exception of Hawaii (registration only) and
California (has pending legislation).

Athletic trainers are allied healthcare professionals that specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations and disabilities. Having a healthcare provider with these skills and
responsibilities to go unregulated can have drastic effects. Not only would this affect the health
and safety of thousands of student athletes across your state, but also those that benefit from
athletic training services in the performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and the
armed services. Licensure is the standard for healthcare professionals nationwide and
removing it from athletic trainers in Iowa is a step backward. You should not want unqualified
individuals acting as athletic trainers and providing care when they are not trained to do so.
Licensure protects patients.

I hope you take these areas into consideration and realize licensure is a must for any
healthcare provider. The approximately 1100 athletic trainers are relying on you to maintain
this level of protection for their profession and their patients. I strongly urge you to keep
licensure for athletic trainers in Iowa in place.

Thank you for your time.

In Service,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:04:55 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Board

To whom it may concern:

My name is s, and I am a resident of Dubuque, a parent of a child who participates
in sports, an athletic trainer, a Professor of Athletic Training and the Graduate Athletic Training
Program Director at Loras College.

I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state and
particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. I cannot begin to
state how alarming this is for the safety of athletes in this state. Athletic trainers play an integral
role in the safety of youth and adult athletes playing sports in our state daily. The presence of
athletic trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a trained healthcare provider to prevent,
evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency occurs, athletic trainers
are present to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an emergency action plan
and EMS response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being such an
important and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat head injuries
accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

There are many stories of the importance of athletic trainers, too many for this one email, but I
will share a few. , who graduated from Pleasant Valley High School and
played football at Iowa, was working out in Bettendorf and collapsed. An athletic trainer’s quick
and effective response to his cardiac issue is why he is still alive today. Last year, athletic
trainers at two different high schools in Iowa accurately diagnosed internal organ damage and
saved their athlete’s lives. Athletic trainers at a university in Iowa saved the life of a basketball
manager during practice a few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last year by
properly treating a cervical spine injury. I could go on and on with more stories. In each case a
trained and licensed healthcare professional was there, on site and because of this, a positive
outcome resulted. Having to call for medical help or having someone without the right
qualifications present could have led to a poor or life altering outcome for athletes and their
families. Athletic trainers are the professionals that are trained to be on site and take care of
these injuries.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:08:07 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools who are
hiring athletic trainers determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
the utmost respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to
hire a healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in
sport less safe.

Additionally, by removing the licensure system from our state, we would rely only on the Board
of Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
exam is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates for basic knowledge and
skill, a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure continuing education is
necessary for public protection as best practices will naturally evolve over an athletic trainer’s
career.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

Finally, as a parent, I want my child to be safe when playing sports. I know injuries will happen,
but I expect the school or organization to have a properly trained individual on site to provide
care. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and licensure system takes away an important
and effective means to ensure qualified individuals are providing that healthcare.

Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you reconsider the
elimination of the Board of Athletic Training.

Thanks,
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email, including any attachments, is the property of Loras
College. The information may be legally privileged and/or confidential and is intended solely for
the use of the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient be advised that any
unauthorized disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents herein is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy
all electronic and hard copies of the communication, including attachments.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

To whom it may concern,

 I recently was notified about the possible deregulation of licensed hearing instrument specialist
in Iowa and frankly I am appalled. There is a lot to proper fitting, testing , programming,
counseling that goes into taking care of a persons hearing health. This is not a retail hand them
the box of hearing aids product. If you have ever known anyone with hearing loss it is quite
frustrating for the patient and can be particularly dibillitating emotionally if not handled with the
utmost professional education and care. These people do not want to be sold a product. They
need a licensed qualified professional to determine their type of loss before fitting. On some
cases it takes an expert in the field to uncover other possible medical issues so we can refer
them to a Dr. That is precisely why we are licensed. We know what we are doing. To let any
unlicensed fly by night used car salesman fit hearing aids would be an ethical disaster. People
want help long term guidance with their hearing health by licensed professionals, not
unqualified fit them and forget them salespeople. The question you must ask yourself would be
if this was your family member what would think would be in their best interest? You know the
answer deep in your hear. Please think carefully and understand that deregulation of our
licensed hearing instrument specialists in our great state is not the answer.

Thank you

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:23:53 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Keeping the board and licensing intact.

Licensing is very important in this field. As someone who has been in the medical field for over
10 years, you want and need individuals who can perform these skills and have the knowledge
to safely treat and care for patients. You take licensing away; you take individual's trust and
their peace of mind away.
I want to know whoever I go to, without a doubt, knows what they are doing, and having that
licensing proves to me that they are serious about it, that they worked hard to achieve it, and
that they wanted to make sure they were safely taking care of others.
These are huge reasons why licensing is so crucial for Hearing Specialists and the individuals
that come to us for help.

Thank you!
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists in Iowa

I am writing to you in opposition of deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists
in Iowa, not only as an employee of a hearing aid company but as a concerned citizen with
friends and family wearing hearing aids. We deal with a wide range of hearing loss in our
office. A person with hearing loss knows they can't hear but has no idea the extent of it and/or
knows what to do about it. In fact, they may not need hearing aids at all and need to be
referred to an ENT. Allowing unlicensed providers with little or no knowledge to sell hearing
aids is not a good idea. Our specialists go through extensive training and continuing education
to give patients the very best outcome they can. Improperly fitting an individual can cause even
more damage to the individual's hearing and/or miss underlying conditions. We, as an office
who specializes in hearing loss, fit the patient with exactly what they need for the appropriate
hearing loss and continue to give them the customer service they deserve for the lifetime of
their hearing aids. Let's face it, the majority of users are elderly and need to be guided by
professionals who know what's best for the individual.

Thank you for your time.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:35:21 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Board of Athletic Training

Hello,

I am writing as a certified and licensed athletic trainer in response to the recent
recommendation to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training in the State of Iowa. As a
healthcare professional and educator for a professional program, there are many reasons this
decision would not only hinder the profession, but cause harm to the public.

At the moment, athletic trainers have to be certified and licensed to practice in the State of
Iowa. This means that there are standards for them to practice and standards that they must
abide. If these are not required, anyone can claim that they are an athletic trainer without the
proper training. Athletic trainers save lives. We are trained to save lives and to provide the
needed care during those emergencies and to prevent them from even occurring. Taking away
the Iowa Board of Athletic Training will be detrimental to current patients and future patients.

We are working to push the profession forward and continue to provide proper healthcare to all
our patients, and this decision would be a major setback for not only athletic training, but
healthcare as a whole.

Thank you for your time.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:38:12 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist Deregulation

 I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists in
Iowa.

I am a Patient Care Coordinator and have been working with people with a hearing loss for
over 20 years.

One of the major problems I see with deregulating this profession is that people will not know
who they are dealing with when they reach out for help.

Has this person any idea of what to look for when they test the hearing or even look in the
person's ears prior to testing?  How long have they been "in the business".

 I have worked with many consultants, and I know of cases where lives were saved. I am not
exaggerating, based on test results people were referred to a doctor and in two cases brain
tumors were discovered. How will that still happen when anyone can open an office to sell aids
without having gone through the licensing procedure?

 Ask yourself, would you buy glasses from someone other than a licensed optician?, give birth
helped by your someone who has always just wanted to work with babies instead of an
OBGYN or trained Midwife?  We laugh at people who google symptoms online instead of going
to a doctor but with deregulating this profession you are asking people to do just that, not to get
a trained licensed professional to diagnose their condition but to leave it up to someone who
thinks this might be a good way to earn money.

The hearing instrument specialist is just that, a specialist. They have been trained in what to
look for, they have been trained to test and know when something is other than a simple
hearing loss and needs to be looked at by an ENT. How can someone who is untrained know
what to look for and when to medically refer someone? I feel that deregulating this profession
could lead not only to people having serious conditions ignored but also the elderly falling prey
to people who are in it only to make money. With more and more studies being released
connecting Alzheimers with hearing loss would you not think that having the best trained
professionals doing this job is essential to the well-being of all?

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 10:40:15 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Before deciding to de-regulate I would humbly ask that you look at the licensing procedure,
what kind of education does a Hearing Professional go through? You might be surprised to
learn what it takes for someone to get licensed and what they must learn to get those HIS
letters behind their name.

Final question, if YOU came to the conclusion that you need a hearing test would you go to a
non-licensed person for your help or to someone who has been trained to not only test your
hearing but also be able to read those results and know if there is something more than a
hearing loss going on?

Thank you, I hope you make the correct decision.

Thanks!!
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic Board proposed Merge

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to express my public concern that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should
not be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact
public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board's
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner and this
will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Also, I would have been there in person to express this concern, but the short notice left me
unable to reschedule my patient load.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; todd.taylor@legis.iowa.gov
                         <todd.taylor@legis.iowa.gov>; art.staed@legis.iowa.gov
                         <art.staed@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training and Licensure

To whom it may concern,

My name is  and I am an Athletic Trainer at a local high school in the state of
Iowa. I have recently been made aware of a proposal to reorganize and potentially eliminating
140+ Advisory Boards and Commissions including eliminating the Board of Athletic Training
and our licensure. I wanted to take a moment and reach out to express my concerns for this
decision not only as an Athletic Trainer but as a community member.

This decision would impact more than just high school athletes and I think it is important to take
into consideration the sizeable impact this would have for all of the communities across Iowa.
Athletic Trainers are board certified healthcare providers who specialize in the prevention,
diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving
impairment, functional limitations and disabilities. Having the additional requirement of a
licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety and is the
standard form of regulation for all healthcare providers. Athletic Trainers are included under the
allied health professions as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
and are recognized as an allied health care profession by the American Medical Association.
Athletic Trainer license are required to practice in 47 states and the District of Columbia; New
York and California currently have a bill awaiting licensing requirements while Hawaii only
requires registration. Strides are being made forward in the remaining to states to require the
highest level of care across the nation and Iowa should not be considering taking steps
backwards. Instead I fully believe we should be making forward movement by requiring
certified and licensed Athletic Trainers in every secondary setting and be recognized by
insurance agencies to be able to bill. This would also contradict other bills that were currently
signed into action such as the Concussion bill that was signed into place in 2019.

While Athletic Trainers are most notably recognized working with the athletic population we

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 11:05:14 CDT
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actually operate and specialize across multiple settings to which this action would affect.
Athletic Trainers work with different athletic populations, occupational and industrial settings,
performing arts, in physician offices, with the military and different public safety figures
including police and fire. Not only would this be taking away opportunities from athletes to
participate in sports but would also impact our military, traditional healthcare facilities and the
workforce in communities across the state of Iowa. For a lot of kids Athletic Trainers are the
only form of healthcare they have free, unlimited access to due to SES. Beyond the healthcare
aspect, kids who would potentially be participating in criminal activities are participating in after
school activities, this decision could impact these children if they do not have access to
someone to help keep them physically in the game and at practices. On the flip side of things
this would also impact workers that are suffering from injuries and no longer have the access to
the treatments they need.

From a liability standpoint, removing the licensure requirement and the Board of Athletic
Trainers would increase safety risks to everyone who currently utilize our services. This would
give more access for people without training to call themselves Athletic Trainers. This happens
regularly from other professions such as Personal Trainers, chiropractors and Physical
Therapist who work and operate beyond their scope of practice and as an Athletic Trainer or
call themselves such when they are not which puts those patients at risk of further injury or
possibly death. If you question the viability and importance of Athletic Trainers please look at
the Damar Hamlin case which because of Athletic Trainers responding within 7 seconds and
activating our Master’s level education and training within 24 seconds he is still here today and
able to play sports. There are multiple articles online addressing Athletic Trainers (trainers as
we are poorly portrayed)  saving young athletes by being onsite, utilizing our training and
coming to action. Unfortunately there are also articles showing what can happen if the
appropriate personnel are not present.

We have more requirements for education then some practices who are have greater
recognition and more requirements than Physical Therapist for continuing education,
emergency care and maintaining CPR certifications. This choice which may come from under
recognition or education about what Athletic Trainers truly do not only would impact multiple
people across Iowa but also does not make sense from the training required and we how we
operate in comparison to other practices.  Furthermore, one reason that was addressed of why
this was taken into consideration was to cut spending and save tax payer’s dollars and this
board is a voluntary board which would not save any money at all. I hope you take everything
into consideration and keep the Board of Athletic Trainers and our licensure going forward. I
would be happy to address any further questions or concerns. Thank you for your time.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

To whom it may concern,

Changing the licensure for athletic training would be a detriment to the state of Iowa and the
athletic training profession across the nation. You would then be only 1 of 2 states that do not
have any regulation in place for athletic training. You would put student-athletes at the high
school, club, and collegiate level, public officers, professional athletes, and more at risk of
legislation were to change.

Please consider the health and safety of Iowa citizens before making any decisions.

Best,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board & Commissions Review Committee - Public Comments

I would like to make a brief comment at next Wednesday’s meeting in support of keeping the
Elevator Safety Board. I plan to attend the September 6, 2023 meeting at 12 PM.

Thank you,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 11:12:20 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             License Deregulations

To whom this may concern,

            I am writing this letter to oppose the decision of deregulating the Iowa licensing
practice. In my few years of being a license Hearing Aid Specialist, I’ve encountered multiple
cases of something being medically wrong with a patient, that may be causing some form of
hearing loss. With common courteousy and professionalism, I would have them sent out to
seek a higher medical opinion before going over any hearing treatment options. There are
crucial things we are taught to look out for; for example, warning signs of ongoing infection,
bone to air score indifferences and many more.

            I do believe in keeping a qualification of a license to dispense proper hearing
amplification is highly necessary for professional hearing care treatment. I was fortunate to
learn the many obstacles of fitting individual hearing losses from proper receiver strength,
dome/sleeve or hearing mold fittings and tube style for draining ears. With proper education
and the high standard of being licensed, there is a sense of relief when a patient or client
knows they have someone who has a form of certification with a medical issue. In all, I highly
stand for keeping the same process of having a license to practice the correct way of
dispensing hearing instruments and alleviating any future malpractices.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; 
                         ; janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please maintain state Board of Athletic Training; Keep Athletic Training
Licensure

Dear Board and Commissions Committee, and Senator Janice Weiner,

I am emailing you to reconsider the recommended elimination of the state requirement for
athletic training licensure and the state Board of Athletic Training. State licensure protects our
patients and ensures us that our athletic training staff are properly trained, undergoing
continuous education requirements, and monitored. The board protects the scope and practice
guidelines for our staff under the University of Iowa.

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. Our athletic training staff have graduate degrees to
specialize as a healthcare provider to provide this care to our patients.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 11:16:10 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; adam.zabner@gmail.com
                         <adam.zabner@gmail.com>; janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please maintain state Board of Athletic Training; Keep Athletic Training
Licensure

"Dear Board and Commissions Committee, and Senator Janice Weiner,

I am emailing you to protest the recommended elimination of the state requirement for athletic
training licensure and the state Board of Athletic Training. State licensure protects our patients
and ensures us that our athletic training staff are properly trained, undergoing continuous
education requirements, and monitored. The board protects the scope and practice guidelines
for our staff under the University of Iowa.

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. Our athletic training staff have graduate degrees to
specialize as a healthcare provider to provide this care to our patients.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 11:17:56 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Merging of Licensure Boards- PLEAE DO NOT ALLOW

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 11:22:35 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 428 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Board Consolidation

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board to deal
with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Licensure Deregulation

I have been a Hearing Instrument Specialist for 7 years and enjoy taking care of patients and
families. I am writing this in regards as the state wanting to allow just anyone to fit hearing aids.
I my opinion this would be just like giving the ok to have anyone just fit glasses. We are not just
helping patients hear but also helping with the patients' health. We take great pride in giving
patients hearing plus the assurance that their ear health has been taken care of.

Over the years I have sent many patients out to ENT because I have found issues with
patients' ears that were more the just a hearing loss. Doing the right test and looking in
patients' ears helps us to take the appropriate actions on what is best for our patients. If you let
just anyone fit hearing aids, they will miss the HEALTH part of the ear. They will not be trained
to test properly, know what health conditions to look for in patients' ears, and will not know how
to fit hearing aids. Why ?? Because they have not gone thru proper training and testing to
know anything about the ears.

So, I am asking you to take into consideration all of our experience, schooling, and our fight to
help patients hear better before making the drastic discission. I would not want my family
members to go to any one that is not licensed to buy hearing aids, glasses, or any other
medical device.

Thank you,
Tiffany
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; 
                         ; janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please maintain state Board of Athletic Training; Keep Athletic Training
Licensure

Dear Board and Commissions Committee, and Senator Janice Weiner,

I am emailing you to protest the recommended elimination of the state requirement for athletic
training licensure and the state Board of Athletic Training. State licensure protects our patients
and ensures us that our athletic training staff are properly trained, undergoing continuous
education requirements, and monitored. The board protects the scope and practice guidelines
for our staff under the University of Iowa.

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. Our athletic training staff have graduate degrees to
specialize as a healthcare provider to provide this care to our patients.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.
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I believe removing this would be a huge risk and oversight for Iowa. Would you like your loved
ones (children, siblings, parents, etc.) being cared for by someone who doesn't meet the
standards we have had in place (along with +45 other states). This will only lead to disaster.
Please maintain our standards!

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     david.jacoby@legis.iowa.gov
                         <david.jacoby@legis.iowa.gov>; zach.wahls@legis.iowa.gov
                         <zach.wahls@legis.iowa.gov>

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Board

To whom it may concern,

My name is  and I am a clinical athletic trainer at the University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics Orthopedics Department. I am also a resident of Coralville, Iowa, a Board
Certified and Iowa Licensed athletic trainer, and a preceptor within the MSAT program at the
University of Iowa.

I have been made aware of the possibility that you will be eliminating the Licensure Board, and
subsequently, the licensure for Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa. I am reaching out to
comment on these proposed changes to committees/boards in our state. It is alarming to
imagine what this would do to the safety of athletes in our state. Athletic trainers play a vital
role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state on a daily basis, through youth
sports to high schools and at the collegiate level.

The presence of athletic trainers allows coaches to coach and a licensed health care providers
to prevent, evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, should an emergency occur on
the field or playing surface, athletic trainers have training in immediate care and activation of
emergency action plans/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being
such an important and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat
head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

 If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the hiring schools or
hospitals to determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. This means that
those who may not have a background or education in healthcare will be charged with
determining who is qualified to provide healthcare to our athletes and patients.

By eliminating the licensure system for our state, we would only rely on the Board of
Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
examination is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates of basic
knowledge and skill, we need a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure
continuing education. This is necessary for public protection as best practices evolve over time
and without up to date knowledge, the safety of athletes, and even the general public, is
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endangered.

Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the profession of athletic training.
The one remaining state has an active bill that would require regulation of the practice of
athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states.

Finally, as an athletic trainer that has worked at the collegiate level, high school level, and now
in the clinical setting with occasional outreach, it is vital that we have individuals who are
charged with athlete and public safety who are regulated with their licensure to make sure they
are up to date on the best practices and latest research for emergency care and patient care.

I urge you to vote against getting rid of the athletic training licensure board.

Thank you for your time.

Best,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Call to Action: Act Now to Prevent the Elimination of Our Profession

TO whom it may concern:

I have been a PCC for almost 5 years now and I have seen first-hand how important hearing
health is.
I have seen pt come in thinking that a hearing aid wpuld fix their problem of not hearing. That
turnd out not been the case. The hearing instrument specialist with her schooling and
certificates was able to determine the pt needing to be seen by an ENT to get further
evaluation.  During the hearing test it was determined that pt middle ear was not working.  The
equipment the hearing specialist uses and is trained on was able to determine the middle ear
was not working correctly.
The pt was med ref out to an ENT who determined the pt had a tumor and needed to be further
evaluated.  That would not have been possible is the HCS was not properly trained and
certified.

Please reconsider the elevation of "The Hearing Board committee".
It's not only Hearing, it's your health!

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; 
                         .  janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please maintain state Board of Athletic Training; Keep Athletic Training
Licensure

Dear Board and Commissions Committee, and Senator Janice Weiner,

      I am emailing you to protest the recommended elimination of the state requirement for
athletic training licensure and the state Board of Athletic Training. State licensure protects our
patients and ensures us that our athletic training staff are properly trained, undergoing
continuous education requirements, and monitored. The board protects the scope and practice
guidelines for our staff under the University of Iowa.

      Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. Our athletic training staff have graduate degrees to
specialize as a healthcare provider to provide this care to our patients.

      Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             REQUESTED ACTION: Opposition to Elimination of Iowa Board of Athletic
Training

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is , and I am a Licensed Athletic Trainer
in the State of Iowa, working for the largest employer of Athletic Trainers in the country,
Athletico. I am currently responsible for the oversight of my team of 18 Athletic Trainers in the
Des Moines area. I am writing to express my deep concern and strong opposition to the recent
consideration of eliminating the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.

The Athletic Training profession is composed of Certified and Licensed Athletic Trainers from
professional, collegiate, and high school teams; industries; physician offices; rehabilitation
clinics; and every branch of the United State military working together to promote and practice
the profession of Athletic Training within the State of Iowa. Athletic Trainers have a long history
of providing quality health care for athletes and persons engaged in regular physical activity.
They are highly skilled licensed health care professionals who specialize in immediate, acute,
and emergency care, examination, assessment, injury prevention, risk management,
therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injury and illness. We are included under the allied
health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) & also carry National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). Lastly, the American Medical
Association (AMA) also recognizes Athletic Trainers as an allied health care profession.

The National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) represents and supports more than 45,000
members of the Athletic Training profession, including more than 1129 licensed Athletic
Trainers in the State of Iowa. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the
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public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. It also
ensures clients and employers that an Athletic Trainer is properly trained, taking continuing
education, and monitored. The associated Board of Athletic Training helps provide scope of
practice guidance & protects the public from untrained persons. There is no expense
associated with this Board. The fees that Athletic Trainers pay to renew their license cover all
costs and year over year they are consistently in the black.

By eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and subsequent licensing for Athletic Trainers, we
risk losing a dedicated group of professionals who are uniquely qualified to address the
specialized needs of athletes and active individuals. Their knowledge in injury prevention,
emergency response, and rehabilitation techniques is invaluable in safeguarding the health of
those who rely on their expertise.

I urge this committee to reconsider this proposal and recognize the indispensable contributions
that Athletic Trainers make to the communities of Iowa. Their skills and training are essential
components of a comprehensive healthcare system that prioritizes the physical well-being of its
citizens.

In conclusion, I stand firmly against the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and
implore the Board to continue supporting this critical profession. Let us work together to ensure
that athletes and active individuals throughout the state continue to receive the highest
standard of care.

Respectfully,
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This message may contain information that is confidential, privileged, or otherwise protected
from disclosure. If this message contains Protected Health Information, its acquisition,
transmission, storage and use is protected by HIPAA. If you are not the intended recipient, any
review, disclosure, copying, or distribution, of this material is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this message in error or are not the named recipient(s), please contact the sender immediately
and delete this message. Thank you for your cooperation.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Massage Board merger

I am contacting you today as an Iowa Massage Therapist for nearly 30 years. I got my license
in 1994 and have worked full time in the industry since, all in Iowa.

Since 2008 I have been the owner and operator of Iowa’s longest established massage
college, Carlson College of Massage Therapy in Anamosa. I know this industry and I am
passionate about it.

I am contacting you today regarding the restructuring of Iowa licensing boards, specifically the
Board of Massage.  As I understand it, there is a proposal to merge our board with
Chiropractic, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy and Respiratory Therapy.  I am
contacting you with three key considerations with such a plan. First, I feel at least two
professionals from each area of expertise should sit on the newly formed board. This will allow
for balanced representation of each profession while not having one person with excessive
influence in their profession. Second, in the profession of massage therapy there is a real and
critically important issue regarding illegal massage practices. We need this licensing
enforcement to continue and be prioritized to protect the public from sexual predators and help
to enforce and curtail the horrific acts involved with human trafficking. Human trafficking is
something that each board member on the newly formed board will need specific training on to
understand and effectively manage.

Lastly, as a small business owner, I get streamlining and budget cuts. They are needed and
reasonable. I respect the professions our board may be combined with. I do question the
inclusion of Respiratory Therapists. There does not seem to professional competency overlap.
This might make it difficult for the newly formed board to effectively manage this profession.

Please do not hesitate to contact me. I am more than willing to talk in more detail or provide
additional insight. In my nearly 30 years in the industry I have learned and experienced a lot.
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Thank you!

Confidential Communication:
This email message and any attachments are intended only for the addressee. This email and
any attachments may be privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure. If you are not
the intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is expressly prohibited. If you
received this email message in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this
email message or by telephone.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         
                         

Subject:             Opposition to Eliminate Board of Hearing Specialists

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members,

I write to you today, as a licensed hearing aid specialists who provides hearing healthcare
services to an increasingly growing population, to express my concern with the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee’s August 29, 2023, recommendation to
eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”).

The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:

· Limiting/ lowering hearing healthcare access;

· Loss of licensure;

· Eliminating consumer protection;

· Compromised patient safety;

· Individual complacency;

· Reducing competition; and

· Laxed hearing healthcare industry standards.

This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
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regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board
investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct.

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which
have been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,” which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care
professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral
authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists. Thank you for your attention to my concerns with eliminating the Board of Hearing
Aid Specialists and I respectfully ask for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if
you would like to discuss this issue further.

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation is wrong

To whom it may concern,

I am a state of Iowa licensed hearing instrument specialist as well as Nationally Board Certified
Hearing Instrument specialist. I have worked and treated patients in the state of Iowa for
approximately Seven years.

I recently became aware of your intentions to eliminate the board for deregulation of licensed
hearing instrument specialists in Iowa.  This is a bad plan.  Hearing loss is invisible and
physically painless.  Mentally and emotionally however, very painful.  Proper treatment of
hearing loss is a difficult and time-consuming process.  Doing so with the non prescription or
"OTC" style is never accurate and never properly treating the existing health condition.   This
allows the hearing loss to progress faster than it should.

I understand the need to evaluate and steamline all the boards, but DO NOT ELIMINATE this
one.  At lease keep the intent intact by combining with another board.  This will allow
protections to stay in place but still save money at the same time

I have personally treated at least 3 indivduals that had terminal tumors removed due to the
results of our consultations as well as numerous other medical referrals.

The time and skill required to treat hearing losss is not something that can be done with out
medical and ethical standards in place.

     In my position of hearing instrument specialist, I not only treat the hearing loss but
provide lifelong treatment and      hearing health guidance.

The question you must ask yourself, if your family member had a hearing loss, would you send
them to just anyone?  No, you would want the best treatment possible to be able to
communicate and prevent further damage.  Please think carefully and understand that
deregulation of our licensed hearing instrument specialists, in our great state, is not the
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answer.

Thank you

This message is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain confidential or privileged
information. Any use of this information by persons other than addressee(s) is prohibited. If you
have received this message in error, please reply to the sender and delete or destroy all
copies.
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@Iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Urgent: Boards and Commissions Review Committee - Comment

9-1-2023

Please see the attached information regarding possible action to discontinue the Hearing
Instrument

Specialist Licensing Board.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation of Hearing instrument specialist board

To whom it may concern:

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialists in
Iowa. I just started working as a Hearing instrument specialist this past April. Without the
proper training I received, countless mistakes could have been made and could have affected
the outcome of my patients.

Without the proper training and licensing there are a plethora of things that could go wrong for
someone who came in to be treated. For one there are many different disorders/infections that
each present themselves in a different way, without the proper training someone who came in
for help could leave without the right treatment which could lead to further health issues. For
Example, let's say someone comes in with dizziness, signs of hearing loss and tinnitus wanting
to get help for their hearing and their ears. Without the proper training one might not notice that
these are signs of an Acoustic Neuroma and send the person on their way with improper
instructions on getting it treated. An acoustic neuroma is a tumor that sits on the nerve that
transmits balance and hearing signals to the brain. If this disorder were to go untreated, it
would lead to very serious neurological complications, and eventually will be fatal if left
untreated. Proper training and licensing's make it so we don’t miss the signs on acoustic
neuromas and so we aren’t leading someone to their death bed by leaving it
untreated/unnoticed. This is just one example of a type of disorder we deal with, there are at
least 12 other disorders/infections that could present itself that we are required to know and
identify.

Deregulation of licensing for hearing instrument specialists would open the door for anyone to
fit the unaware and vulnerable, senior population. If a person were to try hearing aids and were
fit incorrectly, it could lead to damaging their hearing even more than it is already. In the
amount of time, it would take to notice the hearing aids were fit incorrectly, their loss may have
gotten so bad that hearing aids are not even an option at this point. This leads to wasted time,
money and quality of life of the patient. Again, these are just a few reasons as to why
eliminating the hearing instrument specialist board is a very dangerous idea, for without the
board it could potentially lead to unnecessary falls, neurological complications, and potential
deaths of the population of Iowa who are left untreated. There are many other reasons why
eliminating the hearing instrument specialist board is a very poor idea but I hope you take this
into consideration too, Thank you.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 12:12:22 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 474 of 1221



Page 475 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition for elimination of Board of Athletic Training

See attached letter.

--

  _____

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

This E-mail (including the attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy
Act, 18 U.S.C.§§ 2510-2521, is confidential and may be legally privileged. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any retention, dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please reply to the sender that you have
received the message in error, then delete it. Thank You.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Hearing Aid Specialist Board review

Please review attached letter regarding the repeated attack on the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists.
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September 1, 2023 

 

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members, 

 

As a licensed Hearing Aid Specialist in the state of Iowa, I am extremely concerned with the 

recommendation by the above-mentioned Committee and Governor Reynolds to eliminate the Board of 

Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”). We serve an increasingly growing population 

of Iowa citizens who are already put at risk in their daily lives of fraud, scam and financial abuse. The Board 

allows our patients to feel secure with who they trust with their hearing health.  

As professionals approved by the Board, we complete full testing and screenings before properly fitting 

hearing aids, programmed specifically for that patient. Their safety and protection are at the forefront of 

Licensed Professionals. Without these licensures, you open Iowa citizens to being taken advantage of in 

numerous ways, including but not limited to fraudulent professionals who take financial advantage, 

improper fittings and even missed medical concerns.  

Patients rely on our expertise to bring them back into their social lives, reconnect them with their families 

and enjoy the voices and sounds they struggle hearing without the help of prescription hearing aids.  

Previous recommendations by this Committee to remove the Board over the last few years have shown 

itself to be a danger to the citizens of Iowa, who should be a priority to this Committee, and is the reason 

it continuously is dismissed. We need to protect our patients, our hearing-impaired families and friends. 

It is incredibly important for this Committee to maintain the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists. Any other 

decision would be detrimental to the people of this state who we are supposed to protect.  

I hope you take other professionals’ concerns seriously and protect your citizens. Please feel free to 

contact me if you choose to discuss this matter further. 

 

Sincerely and respectfully, 
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Specialist Deregulation Opposition

To whom it may concern,

As a fully licensed hearing instrument specialist, it deeply concerns me of the proposition to
eliminate the board of hearing aid specialists. By doing this, you are compromising the care,
safety, and trust of the hearing impaired.

There is a lot that goes into treating someone with hearing loss and only licensed professionals
should be qualified to do so. As a licensed hearing specialist, I went through extensive training
to determine underlying medical conditions, some that can be life threatening. I'm qualified to
know when someone needs to be medically referred to an ENT or other specialist.

We are talking about people's health and quality of life. Hearing health is a fundamental quality
of life and should not be taken lightly. I urge you to consider the long-term implications of
making the wrong decision. You or a loved one may be in the position of needing hearing
healthcare and it should be handled by a professional and licensed hearing specialist.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to the continued support for the
hearing healthcare community.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 12:23:19 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Board/licensure

To Whom it May Concern;

I am , Director of Athletic Training Services at the University of Iowa.  I am a life
long Iowan and have been a certified AND licensed  Athletic Trainer in the state of Iowa for 24
years.  I am very alarmed that the state is not only considering elimination the Board of Athletic
Training but also eliminating the licensure.   Below are some facts and points of why it is
essential to keep the licensure for the state:

* Athletic trainers play a vital role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state
daily.  Athletic trainers are a health care provider and are educated and trained to prevent,
evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Athletic trainers are prepared to provide the necessary
immediate care and activate an emergency action plan/response in critical situations. Finally,
and more specifically, with concussion care being such an important and vital topic, having
trained professionals who can diagnose, treat, and return to play head injuries accurately and
effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.
* Athletic Trainers are health care professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations and disabilities.

* In recent years, athletic trainers have been vital for the survival of athletes, preventing
paralysis, and recognition of other medical conditions.
* We all have seen the media coverage of Damar Hamlin and Bronny James’s cardiac
arrest – it was the actions of the athletic trainers and their evaluation, response and care that
these 2 individuals are alive today.
* Personally, at The University of Iowa, we have had a staff Athletic Trainer save the life of
a basketball manager during practice a few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last
year by properly treating a cervical spine injury.  These are just 2 examples of instances – I
could go on and on.

* Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United
States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in
performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.
* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
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the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.
* 47 states and the District of Columbia require licensure for athletic trainers. Of the 3
remaining non-licensure states, New York has a licensure bill awaiting the Governor’s
signature and California has pending legislation.  Thus, by moving away from licensing athletic
trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite direction of everyone else and in this
case, being different is not a good thing.
* Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).  This would be detrimental to the collegiate athletes of this
state and providing quality of medical care to them.

Thank you for taking the time to read this email,
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From:                 
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to Eliminate Board of Hearing Specialists

Good Afternoon,

This email pertains to content about the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument
Specialist in Iowa. I have been a licensed Hearing Instrument Specialist in the state of Iowa for
a little over a year now. I have worked and specialized in small towns such as Muscatine,
Tipton, and Washington, Iowa. I have had the pleasure of fitting prescription hearing aids to an
estimated 80 patients thus far this year and will continue to provide ongoing care for over 300
patients. In my opinion, changing the requirements of Hearing Instrument Specialist would put
many Iowans in harm's way.

When it comes to proper healthcare a hearing examination is not a part of an annual physical.
The main reason that most physicians don’t test for hearing loss is because it's something that
they believe a patient shouldn’t have to worry about till they are much older. As a licensed
specialist, I understand that the key to success in treating hearing loss is an EARLY diagnosis.
Our services at Miracle-Ear can provide free comprehensive examinations across the state of
Iowa with little to no wait time. If you deprive Iowans of hearing tests not being done by
professionals, you are essentially downplaying the true and REAL effects of untreated hearing
loss. Knowing what we know now as licensed specialists we understand that untreated hearing
loss can lead to a greater risk of depression, isolation, anxiety, cognitive decline, and falling.

Hearing healthcare should NOT be in the hands of everyday individuals. This is something that
needs to be handled by a licensed professional.

Thank you for your attention to my concerns with eliminating the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists and I respectfully ask for your consideration.

Best regards,

                 

 492 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Dear Board and Commissions Committee, and Senator Janice Weiner,

I am emailing you to protest the recommended elimination of the state requirement for athletic
training licensure and the state Board of Athletic Training. State licensure protects our patients
and ensures us that our athletic training staff are properly trained, undergoing continuous
education requirements, and monitored. The board protects the scope and practice guidelines
for our staff under the University of Iowa.

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. Our athletic training staff have graduate degrees to
specialize as a healthcare provider to provide this care to our patients.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Thank you for your time,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 12:44:46 CDT
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From:                 
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     MYFA Board <myfaboard@gmail.com>

Subject:             Licensed Certified Athletic Trainers

My name is .  I am the VP of Operation for the Metro Youth Football Association
(MYFA) in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  I was alerted this week that there is legislation being
considered by the State of Iowa to do away with the licensing of Certified Athletic trainers
(ATC's).   Our youth football organization is a non profit that has serves the Cedar Rapids and
surrounding area.  This fall we have over 900 players between 1st and 6th grade athletes
participating in flag, modified, and tackle football.  When our teams are practicing, many of the
districts have ATC's that are available should any of our MYFA coaches have a player that
needs medical attention.  For our tackle football games, we have ATC's present.  They function
as our medical coverage for these games.  Our ATC's serve as the medical professional to
diagnose, clear, and place players into concussion protocols.  The ATC's also take care of any
other on field injuries.  Our certified athletic trainers perform their tasks which take the pressure
off of our coaches and officials to return the players back to play.

Three years ago, after the Pandemic, due to the lack of ATC coverage, we brought in
ambulance crews to cover or games.  The MYFA Board leadership saw the big difference in
the treatment of our players.  The performance of our ATC's was greatly missed that season
and we welcomed back a group of ATC's the following year.  We see our ATC's in action every
Sunday during the fall.  Our league depends on licensed certified athletic trainers.  We would
hate to see any rules be changed that would allow unlicensed athletic trainers to work with our
athletes.

On behalf of the MYFA Board, we ask that the policies remain that certified athletic trainers be
licensed through the State of Iowa.

If you have any questions, please contact me.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

 I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists in
Iowa.

I am a Patient Care Coordinator and have been working with people with a hearing loss for
over 6 years.

One of the major problems I see with deregulating this profession is that people will not know
who they are dealing with when they reach out for help.

Has this person any idea of what to look for when they test the hearing or even look in the
person's ears prior to testing?  How long have they been "in the business".

 I have worked with many consultants, and I know of cases where lives were saved. I am not
exaggerating, based on test results people were referred to a doctor and in two cases brain
tumors were discovered. How will that still happen when anyone can open an office to sell aids
without having gone through the licensing procedure?

 Ask yourself, would you buy glasses from someone other than a licensed optician?, give birth
helped by your someone who has always just wanted to work with babies instead of an
OBGYN or trained Midwife?  We laugh at people who google symptoms online instead of going
to a doctor but with deregulating this profession you are asking people to do just that, not to get
a trained licensed professional to diagnose their condition but to leave it up to someone who
thinks this might be a good way to earn money.

The hearing instrument specialist is just that, a specialist. They have been trained in what to
look for, they have been trained to test and know when something is other than a simple
hearing loss and needs to be looked at by an ENT. How can someone who is untrained know
what to look for and when to medically refer someone? I feel that deregulating this profession
could lead not only to people having serious conditions ignored but also the elderly falling prey
to people who are in it only to make money. With more and more studies being released
connecting Alzheimers with hearing loss would you not think that having the best trained
professionals doing this job is essential to the well-being of all?

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 13:01:43 CDT
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Before deciding to de-regulate I would humbly ask that you look at the licensing procedure,
what kind of education does a Hearing Professional go through? You might be surprised to
learn what it takes for someone to get licensed and what they must learn to get those HIS
letters behind their name.

Final question, if YOU came to the conclusion that you need a hearing test would you go to a
non-licensed person for your help or to someone who has been trained to not only test your
hearing but also be able to read those results and know if there is something more than a
hearing loss going on?

Thank you, I hope you make the correct decision.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Interior Design Examining Board

Hello,

My name is , a Registered Interior Designer (RID) living and working in Iowa. I’m
reaching out in response to the Boards & Commissions Review Committee’s August 29
recommendation to eliminate the Interior Design Examining Board. RID professionals directly
impact public health, safety, and welfare, and now that RIDs can practice independently in
Iowa, an oversight board led by practitioners and subject matter experts will be more important
than ever before. I urge the Committee to consider keeping some form of a regulatory board
overseeing Registered Interior Designers.

Below are a few reasons why the Committee should consider keeping the Interior Design
Examining Board:

* With the passage of SF 135, RIDs can now practice independently, therefore the need for
state oversight and disciplinary capacity is paramount. Subject matter experts and practitioners
are best equipped to handle such issues.
* CIDQ, the national certification body, does not handle state issues of discipline or
enforcement. Regulated states employ boards for that important function.
* We urge the committee to maintain a subject matter expert led board overseeing the
interior design profession, whether through maintaining the current board or merging it with the
Board of Architects. Due to the overlap in practice between architecture and interior design,
this framework is well positioned to handle practice issues, which is why 15 states employ this
framework.

Please keep a subject matter expert-led regulatory board intact for the interior design
profession.

Thank you for your time.
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From:                 Ristow, Nate [IGOV]
                         <nate.ristow@governor.iowa.gov> on behalf of Ristow, Nate
                         [IGOV] <Nate.Ristow@governor.iowa.gov>
                         <nate.ristow@governor.iowa.gov>
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Fwd: Interior Design Examining Board

Nate Ristow

Administrative Rules Coordinator
Office of Governor Kim Reynolds
(515) 314-2998

  _____

Hi Nate,

My name is , a Registered Interior Designer (RID) living and working in Iowa. I’m
reaching out in response to the Boards & Commissions Review Committee’s August 29
recommendation to eliminate the Interior Design Examining Board. RID professionals directly
impact public health, safety, and welfare, and now that RIDs can practice independently in
Iowa, an oversight board led by practitioners and subject matter experts will be more important
than ever before. I urge the Committee to consider keeping some form of a regulatory board
overseeing Registered Interior Designers.

Below are a few reasons why the Committee should consider keeping the Interior Design
Examining Board:

* With the passage of SF 135, RIDs can now practice independently, therefore the need for
state oversight and disciplinary capacity is paramount. Subject matter experts and practitioners
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are best equipped to handle such issues.
* CIDQ, the national certification body, does not handle state issues of discipline or
enforcement. Regulated states employ boards for that important function.
* We urge the committee to maintain a subject matter expert led board overseeing the
interior design profession, whether through maintaining the current board or merging it with the
Board of Architects. Due to the overlap in practice between architecture and interior design,
this framework is well positioned to handle practice issues, which is why 15 states employ this
framework.

Please keep a subject matter expert-led regulatory board intact for the interior design
profession.

Thank you for your time.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

To whom it may concern:

My name is . I am currently an athletic trainer at the University of Iowa Hospitals &
Clinics. I have been certified for nine years and have worked with hundreds of different patients
of varying backgrounds across a spectrum of settings.

As an athletic trainer practicing in the state of Iowa, it greatly concerns me that there is even a
bit of consideration towards removing the licensure board and licensing processing for the
athletic trainers in this state. This is a widely accepted standard for athletic trainers across the
country, along with countless other allied healthcare providers (of which athletic trainers are).

I urge you to seriously consider the ramifications of licensure removal for athletic trainers.
Employers, with potentially no background in healthcare, would then be responsible for
determining the viability of candidates and be in charge of determining who will provide
healthcare on their behalf. These employers would range from hospitals to high schools to
corporations across the state, putting the well-being of individuals of all different ages and
backgrounds at risk of suboptimal care.

Removing the licensure process for a profession that is considered an allied health profession
by both the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and the American Medical
Association, is a significant step backwards in the progress of what athletic trainers have
attained over the years. Understand that this decision is "against the grain" of what essentially
every other state in the U.S. is currently doing or working towards.

I feel I do not need to give examples of situations where athletic trainers are necessary and
how much of an impact they have on peoples' health and lives. We have been arguing this for
years and it usually falls on deaf ears. I ask you to simply ask yourself this question: if you went
to get medical care, for whatever reason you may choose, anything from a hang nail to a
cardiac episode, do you want a healthcare provider that knows what they are doing, or one that
might know what they are doing. This is the situation that is brought about with removing our
state licensure and the risk that is put into place for people everywhere.

I greatly appreciate your time and energy on this matter. If you have any questions, or
concerns, I would be more than happy to discuss more. Thank you again.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             IA Athletic Trainers need to be licensed.

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I was discouraged to see the Board of Athletic Training and athletic training licensure on the
chopping block as part of your reorganization efforts.

I understand the goal of streamlining systems and the reduction of governmental burden in
certain areas, but eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and/or licensure for athletic trainers
in Iowa would be, at best, reckless, putting many Iowans, many of them young athletes, in
danger.

Athletic training is a healthcare profession and we athletic trainers are responsible for the
health and well-being of a specific population.  In my case, I provide athletic training services
for approximately 400 athletes at Liberty High School in North Liberty, IA.

To become an athletic trainer, one must obtain an advanced degree from an accredited
institution, completing very specific coursework along with hundreds of hours of clinical training
in order to become eligible for board testing at a national level.  We have national regulation via
this board exam for our initial credential to practice.  Then, like many other professional
organizations, individual states are responsible for the adherence to and maintenance of
educational competency via licensure and state board regulation.  We must have a standard of
practice and a system of vetting applicants or current licensees.  Without such a standard we
will quickly head down the path of unregulated chaos as seen in, and only in, the state of
California which does not currently regulate athletic training at the state level.

I cannot overstate the importance of maintaining our regulating bodies in order to ensure the
protection of Iowa athletes – from youth sports through adult weekend warriors.  Reducing or
eliminating regulation will lead to the reversion of athletic training practice in our state to the
previous climate of athletic training where literally anyone could serve as the "Athletic Trainer"
at their place of employment as that employer saw fit.

Additionally, this proposed reduction will not affect cost-saving measures as the Iowa Board of
Athletic Training is comprised of volunteer members and meets virtually, operating without
funding from the State.

I beg for your support in our efforts to maintain our Licensure and Board as is, without
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modification.

Please feel free to contact me for further discussion as any assistance you could provide on
our behalf to the Committee would be beneficial to me, my colleagues across the state and the
athletes at all levels in the State of Iowa."

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and licensure of
athletic trainers in Iowa

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

I am a rower on the University of Iowa Rowing Team and our athletic trainer is very important
to us and her qualification means a lot.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
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Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of the Board of Athletic Training

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

Without the qualified work of our athletic trainers, student athletes like myself, not only at the
University of Iowa, but across the entire state, wouldn’t be able to compete as comfortably at
the highest level. Our athletic trainers are crucial for our performance.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
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Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.Gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Hearing Instrument Specialists

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members,

  I write to you today, as a licensed hearing aid specialist who provides hearing healthcare
services to an increasingly growing population, to express my concern with the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee’s August 29, 2023, recommendation to
eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”).

The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:

******* Limiting/ lowering hearing healthcare access which is already an underserved
population;

******* Loss of licensure;

******* Eliminating consumer protection;

******* Compromised patient safety;

******* Individual complacency due to lack of CE standards;

******* Reducing competition; and

******* Laxed hearing healthcare industry standards effecting patient outcomes.

This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
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consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board
investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct.

The proposed elimination of the Board would effectively force Iowans to seek hearing care
from unregulated providers, many of whom should be expected to be unqualified to identify
potential underlying health conditions or be online hearing aid companies that employ
unscrupulous tactics to prey on consumers that need the help of a regulated medical
profession such as hearing aid specialists.

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which
have been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,” which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care
professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral
authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists.

Thank you for your attention to my concerns with the proposed elimination of the Board of
Hearing Aid Specialists and I respectfully ask for your consideration. Please feel free to contact
me if you would like to discuss this issue further.

Sincerely,

 

Page 511 of 1221



Page 512 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of Athletic Training Licensure

Hi, I am a first year graduate student at the University of Iowa studying Athletic Training.
Recently, I saw the news that the state of Iowa is looking to remove the board that licenses
Athletic Trainers in the state. As someone who is looking to remain in the state of Iowa, and
practice Athletic training, it deeply saddens me to see the reversal of progress that has been
made in our field over the last couple decades. Eliminating licensure for our profession gives
the impression that our profession is less important than it truly is. Licensing ATs is vital in
keeping our athletes healthy, the lack of licensure opens the doorway to people without
qualifications becoming ATs, jeopardizing the health of our athletes. Overall, licensing ATs
keeps kids and athletes safe in all of our high schools and below.

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensed Hearing Professionals

To whom it may concern,

As An individual on a training permit for the last 6 months with Miracle Ear, I STRONGLY
oppose the proposition to eliminate the board of hearing aid specialists. Eliminating the board
is eliminating the safety, ethics, and integrity of the business.

If a person seeking hearing help receives no evaluation from a licensed and certified
professional, there are many possible negative outcomes. First, a person may not even need a
hearing device at all. Many times in my short career I have had to refer someone to an Ear,
Nose and Throat Doctor for medical attention OTHER than a hearing aid. There have been
those with perforations of their ear drums, fluid in their Eustachian tubes, ear infections, wax
impactions, and the list goes on and on. If I were not certified and licensed, it would have been
all too easy to sell hearing devices to ALL of those people, and in effect throw their hearing
healthcare in the garbage. It is imperative that these members of our community are given
extensive evaluation by a professional with the right training, competency, and the care
needed.
      Next, and extremely important, a full and precise audiometric evaluation MUST be
completed on every person with hearing impairment. This needs to be done to determine that
success with a hearing device is even possible. Every person deserves quality care with their
health in every aspect, and hearing should be treated no differently than any other. Being
certified and trained to prescribe and fit a hearing device to each individual person's hearing
loss is CRITICAL for their success and quality of life. If the board for hearing specialists is
eliminated, people will have limited access to this type of quality care which could result in
them being fit improperly. Being under amplified or over amplified are both very real
possibilities which can result in further damage to a person's hearing, or lack of quality in their
daily life.

    I finish by urging you to stop the elimination of the Board of Hearing Specialists. There are
always aspects in life that we can find the “easy” way out, the easy way is NOT sending
anyone with the capability to put in order in to be able to dispense medical devices.
Consideration of the individuals wearing the aids deserve to be fit with medical devices from a
licensed professional.

Get Outlook for iOS
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From:                 Ristow, Nate [IGOV]
                         <nate.ristow@governor.iowa.gov> on behalf of Ristow, Nate
                         [IGOV] <Nate.Ristow@governor.iowa.gov>
                         <nate.ristow@governor.iowa.gov>
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             FW: Board of Athletic Trainers

Nate Ristow

515-314-2998

From: >
Sent: Friday, September 1, 2023 2:22 PM
To: kraig.paulsen@iowa.gov; Johnson, Larry [DIA] <Larry.Johnson@dia.iowa.gov>; Ristow,
Nate [IGOV] <Nate.Ristow@governor.iowa.gov>; Nicholson, Jacob [IGOV] <Jacob.
Nicholson@governor.iowa.gov>; Barbara Sloniker <bsloniker@siouxlandchamber.com>; Faith,
David <David.Faith@ag.iowa.gov>; Janice.Weiner@legis.iowa.gov; Zabner, Adam [LEGIS]
<Adam.Zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; Bloomingdale, Jane [LEGIS] <Jane.Bloomingdale@legis.
iowa.gov>; Schultz, Jason [LEGIS] <Jason.Schultz@legis.iowa.gov>; Scott, Kerry [LEGIS]
<kerry.scott@legis.iowa.gov>; Covey, Jason [LEGIS] <Jason.Covey@legis.iowa.gov>;
Schlesky, Megan [LEGIS] <Megan.Schlesky@legis.iowa.gov>; Guillaume, Brian [LEGIS]
<Brian.Guillaume@legis.iowa.gov>
Subject: Board of Athletic Trainers

Hello,

My name is , I am a Licensed Athletic Trainer working at Ballard Community High
Schools in. I’m reaching out in response to the Boards Commissions Review Committee’s
August 29 recommendation to eliminate the Board of Athletic Trainers. An oversight board led
by practitioners and subject matter experts is very important for the health and safety of many
across the state of Iowa. I urge the Committee to consider keeping some form of a regulatory
board overseeing Athletic Trainers.  Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of
patients, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in
performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces. Currently 48
states and Washington D.C require licensure for Athletic Trainers, California is in the process
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of passing legislation. Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the
prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions
involving impairment, functional limitations and disabilities. The Board helps provide scope of
practice guidance and protects the public from untrained persons, it lets employers easily know
an Athletic Trainer is properly trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.  Do not
move Iowa backwards. Please keep a regulatory board intact for Athletic Trainers.

Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             reorganization

September 1, 2023

Dear Board Members,

I recommend against combining the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with other boards.  It
has worked well to date and combining it with others would:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Please consider this in your deliberations.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DO NOT GET RID OF IOWA ATHLETIC TRAINING LICENSURE

Hello!

My name is  and I am an athletic trainer who is currently licensed to practice in
the state of Colorado and Minnesota. It has come to the attention of athletic trainers around the
world that the Iowa state government may be eliminating the Athletic Training licensure board.
Doing so would be an immense mistake. Athletic Trainers are licensed because we practice
healthcare. That’s the really the whole argument that needs to be made here. Would you
defund or eliminate the licensure board of MDs, RNs, DOs, PTs, PAs, MAs, or literally any
other healthcare profession? I believe the issue is that many people think they hold the same
skill set as Athletic Trainers because to the public eye, we are on the sideline. And if everything
goes well, we aren’t doing much (to the public eye, haha - ATs are CONSTANTLY working.)
Athletic Trainers obtain a college degree, take a certification exam, obtain licensure, and then
obtain continuing education credits (like any other healthcare profession.) To me, it is
extremely poor, backwards, and dangerous thinking to allow someone without the above
criteria to practice athletic training. ESPECIALLY regarding minors, youth sports, and
recreational sports. Horror stories emerge frequently with mishandled emergency situations,
poor coaching decisions, and to be honest - not great athletic trainers.

End of story - keep licensure in place for now please. You will be responsible for a lot of bad
things unfortunately if the board is repealed.

Thanks,

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 14:53:36 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Licensure

I hope this email finds you well. I am a Licensed Athletic Trainer in the State of Iowa, working
for the largest employer of Athletic Trainers in the country, Athletico. I am writing to express my
deep concern and strong opposition to the recent consideration of eliminating the Iowa Board
of Athletic Training.

The Athletic Training profession is composed of Certified and Licensed Athletic Trainers from
professional, collegiate, and high school teams; industries; physician offices; rehabilitation
clinics; and every branch of the United State military working together to promote and practice
the profession of Athletic Training within the State of Iowa. Athletic Trainers have a long history
of providing quality health care for athletes and persons engaged in regular physical activity.
They are highly skilled licensed health care professionals who specialize in immediate, acute,
and emergency care, examination, assessment, injury prevention, risk management,
therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injury and illness. We are included under the allied
health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) & also carry National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). Lastly, the American Medical
Association (AMA) also recognizes Athletic Trainers as an allied health care profession.

The National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) represents and supports more than 45,000
members of the Athletic Training profession, including more than 1129 licensed Athletic
Trainers in the State of Iowa. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the
public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. It also
ensures clients and employers that an Athletic Trainer is properly trained, taking continuing
education, and monitored. The Associated Board of Athletic Training helps provide scope of
practice guidance & protects the public from untrained persons. There is no expense
associated with this Board. The fees that Athletic Trainers pay to renew their license cover all
costs and year over year they are consistently in the black.

By eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and subsequent licensing for Athletic Trainers, we
risk losing a dedicated group of professionals who are uniquely qualified to address the
specialized needs of athletes and active individuals. Their knowledge in injury prevention,
emergency response, and rehabilitation techniques is invaluable in safeguarding the health of
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those who rely on their expertise.

I urge this committee to reconsider this proposal and recognize the indispensable contributions
that Athletic Trainers make to the communities of Iowa. Their skills and training are essential
components of a comprehensive healthcare system that prioritizes the physical well-being of its
citizens.

In conclusion, I stand firmly against the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and
implore the Board to continue supporting this critical profession. Let us work together to ensure
that athletes and active individuals throughout the state continue to receive the highest
standard of care.

Respectfully,

We empower people, inspire hope, and transform lives.

Now offering a telehealth option for continued care. Learn more here.

This message may contain information that is confidential, privileged, or otherwise protected
from disclosure. If this message contains Protected Health Information, its acquisition,
transmission, storage and use is protected by HIPAA. If you are not the intended recipient, any
review, disclosure, copying, or distribution, of this material is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this message in error or are not the named recipient(s), please contact the sender immediately
and delete this message. Thank you for your cooperation.

Page 521 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boiler Board

Dear Committee,

Please consider keeping the State of Iowa Boiler Board.  As a design engineer for the last 34
years in the Iowa, the board has proven to be a valuable source of information and the board
serves as a ‘checks and balances’ for the state boiler inspectors office.  Both the board and the
inspectors office are stronger together and they serve the state of Iowa with honor.
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee:

As a chiropractor in my 20th year of practice in Iowa, as well as a family practice that was
started in 1964, I would would like to express that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board not
be combined and merged with any other boards.  This creates many issues that impact public
safety which include:

1. A safety issue by combining and diluting expertise on the board knowledge to deal with
specific cases.
2. This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings and
hearings for different professions.
3. We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect our
profession and this will only exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for your support, and is my hope that you will reconsider the merging of the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any boards.

Respectfully submitted,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Combining the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with other boards

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. I ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             REQUESTED ACTION: Opposition to Elimination of Iowa Board of Athletic
Training

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is , and I am a Licensed Athletic
Trainer in the State of Iowa, working for the largest employer of Athletic Trainers in the country,
Athletico. I work along alongside 350 athletic trainers in our company, with 50 of those 350
teammates residing and practicing in Iowa. I am writing to express my deep concern and
strong opposition to the recent consideration of eliminating the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.

The Athletic Training profession is composed of Certified and Licensed Athletic Trainers from
professional, collegiate, and high school teams; industries; physician offices; rehabilitation
clinics; and every branch of the United State military working together to promote and practice
the profession of Athletic Training within the State of Iowa. Athletic Trainers have a long history
of providing quality health care for athletes and persons engaged in regular physical activity.
They are highly skilled licensed health care professionals who specialize in immediate, acute,
and emergency care, examination, assessment, injury prevention, risk management,
therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injury and illness. We are included under the allied
health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) & also carry National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). Lastly, the American Medical
Association (AMA) also recognizes Athletic Trainers as an allied health care profession.

The National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) represents and supports more than 45,000
members of the Athletic Training profession, including more than 1129 licensed Athletic
Trainers in the State of Iowa. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the
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public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. It also
ensures clients and employers that an Athletic Trainer is properly trained, taking continuing
education, and monitored. The associated Board of Athletic Training helps provide scope of
practice guidance & protects the public from untrained persons. There is no expense
associated with this Board. The fees that Athletic Trainers pay to renew their license cover all
costs and year over year they are consistently in the black.

By eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and subsequent licensing for Athletic Trainers, we
risk losing a dedicated group of professionals who are uniquely qualified to address the
specialized needs of athletes and active individuals. Their knowledge in injury prevention,
emergency response, and rehabilitation techniques is invaluable in safeguarding the health of
those who rely on their expertise.

I urge this committee to reconsider this proposal and recognize the indispensable contributions
that Athletic Trainers make to the communities of Iowa. Their skills and training are essential
components of a comprehensive healthcare system that prioritizes the physical well-being of its
citizens, especially in rural Iowa communities.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

In conclusion, I stand firmly against the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and
implore the Board to continue supporting this critical profession. Let us work together to ensure
that athletes and active individuals throughout the state continue to receive the highest
standard of care.

Respectfully,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             State of Iowa Boiler and Pressure Vessel Board

Members of The Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

My name is , and I am a professional mechanical engineer registered in the State of
Iowa.  I understand your committee is considering eliminating the Boiler and Pressure Vessel
Board.  I have significant concerns with this recommendation.

I served on the Boiler Board from its inception until May of last year.  I was fortunate to serve
with a collection of thoughtful, dedicated, and extremely knowledgeable individuals all focused
on the same goal – interpretation and enforcement of the boiler codes and statues in a
responsible and consistent manner.  The public good must be served while being fair and
transparent to interested parties; owners, contractors, vendors, and engineers.  I’ve been
practicing mechanical engineering since 1994, and up until the Board was created I found the
relationship between these entities and the state to be very much adversarial, due in large part
to the lack of any recourse to have an appeal heard by an independent committee.

I want to emphasize that these comments are in no way a reflection of the current Boiler
Inspection department, I simply wish to voice my concern with returning to the pre- Board days,
with no system of checks and balances in place.

Thank you for your consideration,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training and Licensure of athletic trainers

Senator Weiner,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board and Commission Review Committee

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensing Board

Dear Boards and Commission Committee,

     I am emailing you regarding the possible proposal of eliminating the Iowa Athletic Training
Licensing Board. My name is  and I am currently a 2nd year Master's of
Athletic Training student at the University of Iowa. I graduated from UNI in 2022 with a degree
in Athletic Training and Rehab studies. I am pursuing my Master's degree not only to be
eligible to sit for the certification, but to also learn a higher degree of the profession as well.
      I strongly urge you to consider keeping the Iowa Athletic Training Licensing Board not only
for students like me who work tirelessly during school to become the best possible athletic
trainer, but also for the athletes in Iowa that we come in contact with too. To point out,
licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.
Athletic training needs the licensing board to regulate the practice in Iowa to protect the public's
safety and also to provide Iowa's athletes/general population the best possible care they can
receive.
       Athletic training plays a very pivotal role in sports medicine that wears a lot of hats for the
athletes no matter what their age is. You can not only find athletic trainers in high schools and
colleges, you can find them in the military, hospitals and clinicals, occupational health, and
even performing arts. Furthermore, athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who
specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical
conditions involving impairment, functional limitations and disabilities. As you can see athletic
training is a very diverse healthcare role that must be regulated licensing since there are so
many aspects that an athletic training can cover.
     By not having a licensing board, regulating the athletic training license in the state of Iowa
can not only affect Iowa AT's, but also out-of-state AT's traveling to Iowa for their job. If the
licensing board is eliminated, it would then cause anyone to call themselves an athletic trainer
without the proper schooling. Then that affects the overall quality of care to patients and
athletes as a whole. This is why I urge you to strongly re-consider this proposal to eliminate the
AT licensure board altogether.

    Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Written comments for the BCRC re: Massage Board

September 1, 2023

To the Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

I’ve been a licensed massage therapist since 2005 and was honored to serve as the chair
person for the Iowa Board of Massage Therapy. Thank you for allowing me to share my initial
thoughts on the proposed merger of the Massage, Physical and Occupational Therapy,
Chiropractic, and Respiratory Therapy boards.

I recognize we have too many boards and commissions. In researching this, I saw some that
have not had members or meetings in years. I fully support eliminating or merging inactive
boards.

I’m not opposed to merging some healthcare boards, and I believe if a merger is inevitable
considering Massage Therapy with Physical and Occupational Therapy makes the most sense,
as they both deal with similar physical pain relief and soft tissue work. I’m just concerned about
the logistics of a merger and would hope licensees would be included in the discussion to
ensure the plan does not have unintended negative consequences for public health, wellness,
and access to ethical care.

I am curious to know if the committee is aware of some of the unique challenges and issues
the massage therapy board is tasked with.

* Working to prevent human trafficking: Unfortunately bad actors have co-opted our
healthcare profession to serve as a cover for illicit activities. Frequently our agenda includes a
list of people suspected of trying to fraudulently procure a massage license in Iowa. The board
must review these applications to determine red flags, including comparing school transcripts
with previously sanctioned “diploma mills,” for example. The September 2023 board agenda
lists several applicants for review by the board.
* Hearing claims of sexual assault and improper touch: because of the nature of massage
therapy, it is important that board members understand what is and what is not typical, ethical,
and safe professional conduct. The scope of practice for what would he ethical for a massage
therapist is quite different than that for someone with a medical degree, like a physical
therapist. The appropriate application and intent of techniques for pelvic floor work (including
work inside the vagina or rectum) work on breast tissue (for example, post mastectomy scar
work) massaging the muscle attachments near the pelvis for example, is quite nuanced. It is
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helpful to hear from multiple massage therapy licensees to determine if a therapist violated
standards or care or used techniques appropriate to their training and license.
* Diluting knowledge and understanding: As a licensed massage therapist, I had to Google
respiratory therapy‘s scope of practice. It is so far from my knowledge base, that if I were to
serve on a merged board I would not be able to determine what is not the standard of care or
appropriate scope of practice for this field. I’m certain most LMTs would agree. I think the
reverse of this is true as well.
* How will this impact the time it takes to investigate complaints? My service on the Iowa
board of massage demonstrated how long it takes for a complaint to be received by the board,
investigated, and resolved (including with a hearing, settlement, or closing the case) can take
years. This is unfair to licensees, puts the public at risk, and places undue anxiety and burden
on victims, especially in complaints alleging sexual misconduct.
* Would this be a large board? If only one licensee per profession serves on the board,
there is a risk of actual or implied corruption or “turf guarding” as the scope of practice for many
of the proposed merged professions is broad within each profession. Could one licensee
determine what what is currently typical standard of practice for their profession be deemed
out-of-scope to reduce competition? Or could one individual champion a technique that would
be able to safely be performed without a license or by someone with a different license in order
to benefit their personal interest. It is important to prevent opportunities for individuals to wield
too much power or control or champion unfair restrictions, which seems to be the exact
opposite goal this committee is working toward.

Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts with the board. I’ve requested a spot to speak
on Wednesday and wanted to share my feedback in writing as well. Please consider the
experience and expertise of licensed experts, and include them in the conversation as you
continue modifying this proposal.

Sincerely,

 my iPhone
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             merge of licensing boards: Chiropractic

Dear Governor and the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I understand you are considering merging the Chiropractic board with PT, OT and massage
therapy. I have been a Chiropractor for 28 years, serve on three Chiropractic related boards
and teach continuing education classes across the country in the Thompson Technique,
Thermography and Chiropractic philosophy.  I come to you as someone who truly understands
Chiropractic.

Chiropractic is a separate and distinct science. It is not a therapy or a treatment for medical
conditions. Chiropractic science, art and philosophy focuses on the detection, location and
adjustment of a Vertebral Subluxation. Our science is simple. There is intelligence in all living
things. This innate inborn intelligence is what tells a fertilized egg to divide into two, then four
and so on. Soon a nervous system is forming along with other organs until 40 weeks later a
baby is born. The intelligence that formed a baby is still with us today. Chiropractors have the
job of removing any interference or irritation in the nervous system so that prevents this
intelligence from fully expressing itself in our bodies. Interference in the nervous system is
caused by the vertebral subluxation. Chiropractors are the only profession specifically trained
in locating and correcting subluxations. Subluxations are not merely fixated joints. The PT, OT
and massage therapist do  not have the same education and do not adjust vertebral
subluxations.

In addition, Chiropractors do not need referrals from primary care doctors such as a PT or OT.
We are a primary point of contact for patients. We can take x-rays in our offices and order
imaging such as MRI and CT scans. Chiropractors are "doctorate-level" providers.

By luming Chiropractic in with therapeutic methods, in the future, Chiropractors may lose the
right to be a primary contact, lose the right to take x-rays or refer for x-rays and have scope
expansion into areas that are not Chiropractic.

I understand the decisions you are forced to make for budgeting, efficiency and the betterment
of operations within the state are important. Please keep in mind, however, that lumping
Chiropractic with therapeutic models of care could very well lead to the end of the Chiropractic
profession. Chiropractic began in Iowa, What a tragedy for the profession to be lost for all the
Iowans who benefit from our unique science.

Please reach out to me if you have any questions about  Chiropractic.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 18:22:12 CDT
Attachments:
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Warm Regards,
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comment Regarding the Elimination of the Elevator Safety Board

Please see the attached statement regarding the elimination of the Elevator Safety Board.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 18:27:27 CDT
Attachments:      Statement re Elimination of Elevator Safety Board.pdf
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I am a former Iowa Elevator Board member who served on the Elevator Safety Board from its inception 
in January of 2005 until April of 2022.  I am a Union Representative for the International Union of 
Elevator Constructors and my position on the Board was a representative of workers who install, service 
and repair the conveyances covered by the Elevator Division.  I worked in the field installing, servicing 
and repairing the very conveyances that the Board dealt with and could bring field experience into 
decisions made by the Elevator Safety Board.  

Many do not understand the scope of the responsibilities of the Elevator Safety Board.  The main 
responsibility is the adoption of codes and rules that assist the Division of Labor’s Elevator Inspection 
Department in striving to make sure the conveyances covered are safe for not only the riding public but 
also the workers that install, maintain and repair the same.  During my service on this Board, I feel the 
Board did an excellent job in achieving this.  I personally took my responsibility in this position very 
seriously and understood that my job was not only to represent the workers that worked on the 
conveyances but also to protect the riding public.  The safety of all residents of and visitors to the State of 
Iowa was a priority to me as a representative of this Board. 

This Board had some very tough decisions that had to be made while I served on the Board and I feel that 
the Board performed its duties in a very professional and Democratic manor.  I am not sure what the 
intentions are going forward without this Board in place to perform the duties assigned to it by law.  The 
legislature has been able to review and approve all changes in fees, adoption of code and changes to rules 
recommended by the Elevator Safety Board.  

The Elevator Safety Board also had the responsibility to consider and act on variance requests from code 
that is currently enforced by the Elevator Inspection Department and I feel that the Board has always been 
fair in its decisions with regards to variance requests.  

The Elevator Safety Board also had very little cost to the State as we all served as volunteers on the 
Board.  Some Board members serving may have charged some expenses for attending the meeting, but I 
must believe that was almost no one.  I know that in the 17 years I served on the Board that I charged no 
expense for serving. 

Having said all of this, I have a few questions for the Boards and Commissions Review Committee: 

1.  What does the Committee wish to achieve by the elimination of the Elevator Safety Board?  

2.  Who will take up the responsibilities performed by the Elevator Safety Board going forward? 

I personally believe the Elevator Safety Board has done a great job representing the Citizens of the State 
of Iowa and that this Committee needs to keep the Elevator Safety Board in place. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  If you have further questions for me, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Wayne Sims Statement re Elimination of Elevator Safety Board.pdf for Printed Item: 341 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic trainers healthcare professionals

To whom it may concern:

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic training
healthcare professionals.;

Athletic trainers as clinicians and the Masters training program in Athletic training are critically
important to the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation.  As clinicians they support our
faculty in care delivery and provide primary care to injured athletes on the field, sideline and in
the training room.  They are important members of our musculoskeletal healthcare system.
Educationally our three Athletic training faculty run an outstanding Master’s Program that
produces highly skilled graduates on a yearly basis.  They are integral members of our faculty
and their program fits well with the other educational programs in our department and in the
College of Medicine.

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation, allow athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increase the cost of care
of injured athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.  I
believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective
level of care and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

Hopefully the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be discarded.  I appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important
issue.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Merger of the Chiropractic Board

Dear BCRCC
Every board has its experts and its expertise in their field, their diluting  that knowledge is
detrimental to public safety and to licensure’s in their field of study.  Taxing  the volunteers on
the boards to be over worked  because they simply do not have enough knowledge of nuances
of each respective organization. This change is not in the best interest of Iowans
Sincerely,

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 20:20:06 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Athletic Trainers Licensure Board

To Whom It May Concern—

I hope my email finds you well and strikes you with impulse to act in the interest of the athletic
training community of Iowa.

When I first heard that there was potential that our state licensing board would be eliminated, I
was immediately concerned. Concerned for the future of athletes and performers, coaches,
officials, military personnel, industrial employees, and so many other populations that athletic
trainers serve in their professional roles.

You see, without a board to provide oversight for licensure and ensure that all athletic trainers
are maintaining professional standards of care and staying prepared for emergent situations, I
fear that these patient populations will suffer not only emergencies that could be prevented, but
immediately addressed. These patients will not have access to crucial care to ensure they can
return to their activity in timely fashion.

There are currently 1,129 AT licensed in the state of Iowa and countless students in
educational programs who rely on licensing to learn form preceptors in those programs to
continue to build upon a strong foundation. A licensure obtained through a governing board
ensures each patient that falls under an athletic trainers’ care that they will receive care from a
professional who has been properly trained, continues education throughout their career, and
holds themselves to the highest ethical standards.

Elimination of licensure in Iowa could have the potential to impact the ability of athletic trainers
to practice in not only Iowa but also across state lines (traveling with teams), depending on
regulatory requirements in other states.

Athletic trainers who are Board Certified and State Licensed are allied healthcare professionals
who specialize in prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 21:06:23 CDT
Attachments:     image001.png

Bcc:
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medical conditions involving impairment, functional limitations and disabilities. Each athletic
trainer has gone through a rigorous educational program, thousands of hours of observation in
clinical situations, and passed a nationally recognized examination.

I fear that the elimination of Iowa Board of Athletic Training would be a grave mistake to not
only the athletic population, but so many other patient populations who rely on athletic trainers
to serve their needs.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training licensure

If you value the health and safety in sport and athletics at any level this is the most significant
mistake a legislature can support. The field of athletic training, has a nomenclature that truly
misrepresents the skill and care provided, is an allied health field bettering the well-being of
those participating in athletics and life. This profession is skilled in many facets including injury
prevention, evaluation and rehabilitation.

There are many skilled and educated professionals within the state that you should seek input
from to protect those that participate in collegiate and scholastic athletics in Iowa. While this
profession has worked to advance and has done so in the last decade there are many agendas
from political and lobbyist that continue to demean the value of the services provided through
these medical professionals.

Many have difficulty in describing all of the health related services provided by an ATHLETIC
TRAINER, however WE are a jack of all trades but a MASTER of none, but ALWAYS better
than a master of ONE. Think about being able to attend a primary care physicians that could
evaluate, diagnose, and rehabilitate an Orthopaedic issue?  This would not happen as they can
only eval and diagnose. Think about going to a physical therapist to get an issue evaluated and
treated, only they work based on a physician diagnosis. They are not trained in the on field
evaluation that Athletic Trainers possess.

There is a place in the medical field for athletic healthcare and a referral process for the
specialties that each are trained to perform. Athletic Trainers have a multifaceted education
and understanding of roles. The inability to recognize the importance to maintain the licensure
and regulation of this allied health field is a matter of public safety for those that cannot make
that decision on their own.

There are many qualified professionals to speak with in regards to the impact this has on public
safety within the state of Iowa. Please seek council from all major universities and high schools
before making a rash decision that is driven by motives against the agenda of protecting a
population that is not as educated in medicine.

If you would like to discuss my thoughts I can be contacted at 615-828-9873.

I am sure that the state and private universities as well as many high schools would not object
to providing information as well.

Date:                 Fri Sep 01 2023 23:54:23 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board knowledge to
deal with cases.
This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings and
hearings for different professions
We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect our
profession and this will exacerbate the issue.
Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 05:57:14 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposing the elimination of Athletic Trainer licensure

I must oppose the elimination of licensure of Athletic Trainers. The health and welfare of all
athletes and active people been understood for 30 years asLAT’s cared for their safety and
well-being. It. Is unfair to the LAT’s and the people they care for and treat to eliminate this
group from serving athletes and active people. Please consider keeping licensure for the
benefit of all those are are served by LATs.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 07:23:25 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure Changes

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Board of Chiropractic/Licensure should
not be combined and merged with any other boards.  Having served 3 terms, appointed by 3
different Governors, 6 years as Chairman of Discipline and 3 years as Board Chairman, I can
assure you these tasks are complex and need proper time, consideration & investigation.
Every case is unique to its own profession. Having multiple professionals and public members
from the other boards attempting to understand every situation of each others profession would
be difficult. This creates many issues that impact public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 07:54:04 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic License Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 08:05:58 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                 Sheets Chiropractic & Wellness Inc
                         
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Merger

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 10:51:38 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             REQUESTED ACTION: Opposition to Elimination of Iowa Board of Athletic
Training

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is , and I am a Licensed Athletic
Trainer in the State of Iowa, working for the largest employer of Athletic Trainers in the country,
Athletico. I work along alongside 350 athletic trainers in our company, with 50 of those 350
teammates residing and practicing in Iowa. I am writing to express my deep concern and
strong opposition to the recent consideration of eliminating the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.

The Athletic Training profession is composed of Certified and Licensed Athletic Trainers from
professional, collegiate, and high school teams; industries; physician offices; rehabilitation
clinics; and every branch of the United State military working together to promote and practice
the profession of Athletic Training within the State of Iowa. Athletic Trainers have a long history
of providing quality health care for athletes and persons engaged in regular physical activity.
They are highly skilled licensed health care professionals who specialize in immediate, acute,
and emergency care, examination, assessment, injury prevention, risk management,
therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injury and illness. We are included under the allied
health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) & also carry National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). Lastly, the American Medical
Association (AMA) also recognizes Athletic Trainers as an allied health care profession.

The National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) represents and supports more than 45,000
members of the Athletic Training profession, including more than 1129 licensed Athletic
Trainers in the State of Iowa. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the
public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. It also
ensures clients and employers that an Athletic Trainer is properly trained, taking continuing
education, and monitored. The associated Board of Athletic Training helps provide scope of
practice guidance & protects the public from untrained persons. There is no expense
associated with this Board. The fees that Athletic Trainers pay to renew their license cover all
costs and year over year they are consistently in the black.

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 10:53:02 CDT
Attachments:
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By eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and subsequent licensing for Athletic Trainers, we
risk losing a dedicated group of professionals who are uniquely qualified to address the
specialized needs of athletes and active individuals. Their knowledge in injury prevention,
emergency response, and rehabilitation techniques is invaluable in safeguarding the health of
those who rely on their expertise.

I urge this committee to reconsider this proposal and recognize the indispensable contributions
that Athletic Trainers make to the communities of Iowa. Their skills and training are essential
components of a comprehensive healthcare system that prioritizes the physical well-being of its
citizens, especially in rural Iowa communities.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

In conclusion, I stand firmly against the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and
implore the Board to continue supporting this critical profession. Let us work together to ensure
that athletes and active individuals throughout the state continue to receive the highest
standard of care.

Respectfully,
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This message may contain information that is confidential, privileged, or otherwise protected
from disclosure. If this message contains Protected Health Information, its acquisition,
transmission, storage and use is protected by HIPAA. If you are not the intended recipient, any
review, disclosure, copying, or distribution, of this material is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this message in error or are not the named recipient(s), please contact the sender immediately
and delete this message. Thank you for your cooperation.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             REQUESTED ACTION: Opposition to Elimination of Iowa Board of Athletic
Training

 Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is , and I am a Licensed Athletic Trainer
in the State of Iowa, working for the largest employer of Athletic Trainers in the country,
Athletico. I work along alongside 350 athletic trainers in our company, with 50 of those 350
teammates residing and practicing in Iowa. I am writing to express my deep concern and
strong opposition to the recent consideration of eliminating the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.

The Athletic Training profession is composed of Certified and Licensed Athletic Trainers from
professional, collegiate, and high school teams; industries; physician offices; rehabilitation
clinics; and every branch of the United State military working together to promote and practice
the profession of Athletic Training within the State of Iowa. Athletic Trainers have a long history
of providing quality health care for athletes and persons engaged in regular physical activity.
They are highly skilled licensed health care professionals who specialize in immediate, acute,
and emergency care, examination, assessment, injury prevention, risk management,
therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injury and illness. We are included under the allied
health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) & also carry National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). Lastly, the American Medical
Association (AMA) also recognizes Athletic Trainers as an allied health care profession.

The National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) represents and supports more than 45,000
members of the Athletic Training profession, including more than 1129 licensed Athletic
Trainers in the State of Iowa. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the
public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. It also
ensures clients and employers that an Athletic Trainer is properly trained, taking continuing
education, and monitored. The associated Board of Athletic Training helps provide scope of
practice guidance & protects the public from untrained persons. There is no expense
associated with this Board. The fees that Athletic Trainers pay to renew their license cover all

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 12:58:43 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 585 of 1221



costs and year over year they are consistently in the black.

By eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and subsequent licensing for Athletic Trainers, we
risk losing a dedicated group of professionals who are uniquely qualified to address the
specialized needs of athletes and active individuals. Their knowledge in injury prevention,
emergency response, and rehabilitation techniques is invaluable in safeguarding the health of
those who rely on their expertise.

I urge this committee to reconsider this proposal and recognize the indispensable contributions
that Athletic Trainers make to the communities of Iowa. Their skills and training are essential
components of a comprehensive healthcare system that prioritizes the physical well-being of its
citizens, especially in rural Iowa communities.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

In conclusion, I stand firmly against the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and
implore the Board to continue supporting this critical profession. Let us work together to ensure
that athletes and active individuals throughout the state continue to receive the highest
standard of care.

Respectfully,

This message may contain information that is confidential, privileged, or otherwise protected
from disclosure. If this message contains Protected Health Information, its acquisition,
transmission, storage and use is protected by HIPAA. If you are not the intended recipient, any
review, disclosure, copying, or distribution, of this material is strictly prohibited. If you receive
this message in error or are not the named recipient(s), please contact the sender immediately
and delete this message. Thank you for your cooperation.
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

To whom it may concern,
I am writing in regards to the proposal to discontinue licensure for athletic trainers in the state
of Iowa. This would be a major setback for athletic trainers as well as the safety of athletes in
the state of Iowa. Licensure sets a standard and puts the burden of proof onto the health care
provider to prove that they have the education and certifications to perform the duties of the
job. It keeps the public safe from people who just want to be part of the sporting culture but
don't have knowledge in how to recognize, mitigate and treat sporting injuries as minor as a
muscle strain up to and including heat stroke, sudden cardiac arrest, and concussions. Having
a improperly educated person in the position of "team trainer" or "athletic trainer" can be the
difference between life and death for athletes unbeknownst to the athletes or their parents. Just
as when you go to the Doctor you trust that they have met the requirements to sit for and
passed their medical boards and are truely legal to act as a physician. Licensure allows the
public to know that the professional tasked with keeping the athletes performing safely on and
off the field, knows what they are looking for and how to address any issues as they arise!

Thank you for taking the time to consider the importance of state licensure for every healthcare
provider nationwide, and in this instance specifically for Iowa.

Sincerely,

Get Outlook for iOS

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 14:00:05 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please Do not eliminate boards!

Hello,
I am a licensed Physical Therapist and I do not support eliminating the athletic training board
and many of the other boards in Iowa that protect Iowans safety, health, and environment.
Legislators are not experts in the many departments and jobs and services it takes to have a
functioning society. They need input from experts in their specific fields.  Legislators need to
utilize these boards for their wisdom and safety checks to keep Iowas safe now and in the
future. I do not support the reorganization and elimination of these boards.
Future Iowans will pay for these mistakes, and maybe even with their lives.
Sincerely,

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 15:08:32 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                 
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Massage Board Consolidation

I have been a licensed massage therapist since September 2015.  I oppose the consolidation.
There are distinct differences between massage therapy, chiropractic care, and respiratory
care.  There is some overlap between massage therapy and physical therapy.  Physical
therapists and massage therapists practice some of the same manual techniques.  Physical
therapists are more advanced in education and skill than massage therapists.  I still think there
should be different boards for physical therapists and massage therapists, but that would be
the only consolidation that I think would make any practical sense.

Date:                 Sat Sep 02 2023 15:26:06 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.Gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Consideration  to Eliminate Board of Hearing Aid Specialists

To whom it may concern:

Please call:

United Healthcare Hearing   855-523-9355

Nations Hearing    877-439-2665

Ask them if they prefer state licensed hearing aid specialists to deliver hearing instruments and
professional follow up care

to their thousands of customers; or, will anyone off the street be acceptable!

I believe they will answer resoundingly in preferring state licensed, professionally trained
hearing specialists!

Please do not eliminate the Board of Hearing Specialists;  Vote to protect hearing impaired
Iowans.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Board retention

Good Afternoon,
            I am reaching out to strongly encourage you to fight for the Iowa Boards for Athletic
Trainers to remain in place. We have been working very hard at the state and national levels to
even the playing field with other health care professions. The athletic training field now requires
a master’s degree, just as other allied professions do. We have also expanded the areas and
locations our scope of practice can be used in to prevent, reduce, and/or aid in the patients
return to work, learn, or sport. The State Board and licensure ensures our athletic trainers have
the proper knowledge to uphold a standard of care that will keep those they are helping safe
and we continue to be an properly acknowledged division of the health care field. Thank you
for you time , effort, and support on helping us uphold the high standards of care our patients
and athletes deserve in the state of Iowa.

Respectfully yours,
Kayla Muselman M.Ed., LAT, ATC
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From:                
                         
                         

                     
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; scott.webster@legis.iowa.gov
                         <scott.webster@legis.iowa.gov>; gary.mohr@legis.iowa.gov
                         <gary.mohr@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:                     
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         
                         

Subject:             Requesting Committee's Support for the Continuation of the Iowa Board of
Athletic Training

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I’m an Associate Director for the University of Iowa Department of Orthopedics and
Rehabilitation, and am responsible for administrative oversight for athletic training programs in
the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine and University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.
Our programs include a Master of Science in Athletic Training, an Athletic Training Residency
Program, Athletic Trainers in the clinical practice setting (providing staff support in our
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics) and UI Sports Medicine Outreach (providing medical
support to athletes in high schools.)

I’m writing in opposition of the proposed elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.
Please consider these consequences to elimination of this Board and the impact on removal of
AT licensure:

Professional Standards: Licensure ensures that athletic trainers meet and adhere to the
required professional standards and competencies. This guarantees that they possess the
necessary knowledge and skills to provide safe and effective care.
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Public Safety: By requiring athletic trainers to maintain licensure, the public can be confident
that they are receiving care from individuals who are up-to-date with the latest evidence-based
practices and safety protocols.

Possible Impact on Liability and Malpractice Coverage: Athletic trainers practice under the
supervision of a physician. Elimination of licensure may influence the scope and nature of
malpractice coverage. Maintaining an active license demonstrates adherence to recognized
professional standards, which can be a critical factor when insurance providers assess
malpractice coverage and rates. Additionally, without licensure, an athletic trainer could
inadvertently jeopardize both their and their supervising physician's coverage in the event of a
claim.

Credibility & Trust: Licensure adds a level of professional credibility. Athletes, coaches, and
other stakeholders are more likely to trust and respect the advice and treatment provided by a
licensed professional.

Continuing Education: Maintaining licensure requires continuing education. This ensures that
athletic trainers stay current with the evolving field of sports medicine, emerging research, and
best practices.

Recruitment for University of Iowa Educational Programs: Eliminating licensure standards
would have a negative impact on the University of Iowa’s training programs and ability to
maintain Athletic Trainers in the State following program completion. A rigorous and
recognized licensure process serves as a benchmark of program quality, drawing in students
who are serious about their careers in athletic training and looking for top-tier education and
training.

Vital for Medical Clinic Staffing: In addition to traditional roles, athletic trainers, with their
specialized skill set, are becoming an integral solution to staffing needs in various medical
clinics. A valid license assures clinics of an individual's competency and up-to-date knowledge,
streamlining the hiring process and ensuring that patients receive the highest quality care. As
the healthcare landscape evolves, the role of licensed athletic trainers in these settings will
continue to expand, making them indispensable to the efficient functioning of many medical
facilities.

In summary, maintaining licensure for athletic trainers is not just a bureaucratic necessity; it's a
foundational aspect of ensuring the best care for patients and athletes in the State of Iowa and
upholding the integrity of the profession.
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Please contact me with any questions, and thank you for your support of this important Board.

University of Iowa Health Care named by Forbes as one of “America’s Best Large Employers
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comments on the Board and Commissions Review Committee Findings

Hello,

My name is . I am unable to attend the in-person meeting but wanted to provide
my comments on the findings of the Board and Commissions review Committee.

I cannot speak for all of the boards listed, and I can appreciate that the Committee is trying to
optimize our state government and eliminate waste.  However, it is deeply concerning to me to
see that the Committee has recommended eliminating boards that are related to Public Safety.

First, the Boiler and Pressure Vessel Board - this board manages "safe and proper installation,
repair, maintenance, alteration, use, and operation of boilers and pressure vessels in this
state." (Iowa Code 89.14).  Many of the boilers under this board's jurisdiction are used to
generate high pressure steam for use in power generation and industrial processes.  Failure to
properly install, maintain, and operate these boilers can result in explosions that can seriously
injure or kill those nearby.  My concern is that eliminating this board will result in boilers that
are not properly installed, maintained, and operated, increasing the risk of having an explosion
occur.

Likewise, it is concerning to see elimination proposed for the Elevator Safety Board.  When I
enter an elevator the first thing I do is look for the permit indicating that the elevator has been
inspected and approved for operation.  My concern here is that eliminating this board will allow
elevators to be operated without appropriate inspections and repairs, increasing the risk of
failures that could cause injury or death to those inside the elevator car.

It is also concerning to see the proposed consolidation of several of the examining boards.
Among these are the Engineering and Land Surveying Examining Board, I am a practicing
mechanical engineer and received my Iowa license from the Engineering and Land Surveying
Examining Board.  A robust engineering license system ensures that bridges and roads are
designed and constructed safely, ensures that ventilation and plumbing systems are
appropriately designed for safety and comfort, and ensures that power plants and industrial
plants are also designed safely.  Any action that weakens the authority of the Engineering and
Land Surveying Examining Board or our engineering licensure system will have detrimental
impacts on the public.

As I mentioned earlier, I cannot speak for all the boards, but I listed those that I have either had
personal experience with, or stood out to me as integral to public safety.  Any action taken that
would weaken the authority of these boards that ensure public safety would be a grave
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mistake.

Thank you for taking the time to listen to/read my comments.

Best Regards,
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Keep licensing for AT's!

* We currently have 1,129 ATs who are licensed and countless students who rely on
licensing.

* That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is
properly trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.

* The Board helps provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from
untrained persons

* There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs
pay to renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the
black each year.

* Every state and Washington D.C require licensure for ATs, except for Hawaii (which
requires registration) and California (who has pending legislation).

* Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations and disabilities. (you could include your educational requirements here)

* Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United
States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in
performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces. (Here is some
statistical data on AT settings: https://members.nata.
org/members1/documents/membstats/index.cfm. You will need to be logged into the website to
access this page. Click on the July 2023 link, and “JobSettingCertified” at the very bottom of
the page.)

* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.

* Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
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same regulatory requirements

Thanks for your consideration,

Get Outlook for Android
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation

Hello, I have been a Hearing Instrument Specialist for 10 yrs. I find it very disturbing that this
profession could be deregulated.
There are many reasons that this could be dangerous to our patients.
Being licensed makes sure that you look for red flags during the otoscopy.
Impacted wax, infections, something that does not look normal.
Not performing the making of impressions correctly, could be very dangerous.
There are just so many things that have to be done correctly to protecting our patients.
Thank you for your time.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Lastly, chiropractic is a separate and distinct legal entity in healthcare from mainstream
medicine due to a difference in healthcare philosophy. Mechanistic verses holistic. Due to this
fact, the governing board should reflect that philosophical understanding, and therefore must
remain separate and distinct. Chiropractic does not fall under the realm of the medical system
like the PT and OT aspects of healthcare do.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Protect dietitians and athletic trainers

Hello,

My name is , and I am a physician assistant and dietitian working in the area of
orthopedics at the University of Iowa. I'd like to express my concern regarding the elimination
of the board and licensing for both dietitians and athletic trainers.

There's a significant and honestly dangerous educational divide between registered dietitians
and other "nutrition professionals", and allowing those professionals to practice at the same
level of RDs would be very detrimental in the area of nutrition science -- an area of science and
medicine that always struggles to get buy-in from the public when it comes to evidence based
nutrition information.

* Having proper oversight of dietitians means protecting against unsafe or inaccurate
nutrition counseling or interventions that may lead to poor or even dangerous health outcomes
* It helps to prevent the use or recommendation of unnecessary and often expensive
products or services
* We want to know that dietitians have the objective accredited education, experience and
examination that demonstrates competency to provide services with their scope of practice

Similarly, eliminating oversight for athletic trainers will have detrimental effects. Eliminating the
board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare regulation,
allow athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increase the cost of care of injured
athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.

I would strongly encourage you to reconsider putting these two vital boards on the chopping
block. Their skills are critically important to providing quality healthcare, and changes here
have the very real potential to cause harm to patients.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic trainers

To Whom it May Concern:
Please keep licensing standards for athletic trainers in place. They are an integral part of high
school sports. Kids are still growing and could negatively be impacted by an uninformed
decision after an illness or injury. Please do not get rid of current licensure requirements that
are in place. Educated, licensed trainers are necessary to have on staff.

Thank you.

Sent from AOL on Android
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of Boiler and Pressure Vessel Board

Regarding the Boards and Commissions Review Committee recommendation to eliminate the
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Board, I recommend that you keep this vital board in place.  I have
served on this board since its inception, and we have provided valuable service and
consultations to the Iowa Boiler program.

The BPV Board is well-positioned to function as an extremely cost-effective consultative group,
offering assistance and guidance from experts in multiple fields relating to this important
equipment that is used throughout the state.  Boilers and pressure vessels are vital to schools,
churches, and industrial and commercial settings.  Technology affecting this equipment is
constantly changing, requiring up-to-date administrative rules with on-going reviews.  Utilizing
our many years of experience, both educationally and in the field, the Board members assist
the boiler program with current and valuable updates to provide both safe and cost-effective
oversight of potentially dangerous equipment.

To eliminate this board as a cost saving effort appears to be counterintuitive.  The Board
consists of members of diverse industries concerned with boiler and pressure vessel
installation, operation, inspection, repairing, and manufacturing.  We serve with no
compensation; we are only mandated to meet once a quarter with more frequent meetings
called as business requires.  We meet via Zoom or other web-based meeting facilities so
members can attend without additional time away from their jobs driving to a central meeting
point.  The State benefits from consultations from industry experts without paying consultation
fees.

Why would you eliminate such a cost-effective benefit to Iowans?
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Midwifery Advisory Council to be retained comment submission

Dear BCRC,

Please retain the Midwifery Advisory Council to ensure the most qualified Iowans are advising
on issues impacting the non-nurse midwifery workforce and to reduce barriers to entry into the
Certified Professional Midwife workforce, which is positioned to see an increase in the state
once licensure is available in July 2024.

Thanks,

Sent from my iPhone
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board that oversees Athletic Trainers

Please, do not do away with the board that oversees Athletic Trainers. As first line responders
to emergency situations at athletic events, they need to be trained professionals,  who have
proven to a governing board that they know what to do in these emergency situations! The life
of a child or young adult may lay in their hands! I urge you to think about what taking away this
board means to the safety of sports all across this great state! As a parent, there is some level
of comfort knowing professionals in the medical field are present and competent to provide that
front line care in an emergency! Just a few short years ago a decision was made to extend the
education need for Athletic Trainers. It was decided they needed the additional training to
provide the critical care necessary. What has changed now? Why is it now a good idea to do
away with an agency that regulates the training of these professionals?  Thank you for your
time. I trust you will do what is best for the health and safety of our state!

Sent from my iPhone
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             input on boards and committees

I am writing to provide input regarding the change based on the Boards and Commission
Review Committee.  Although I understand the importance of streamlining for efficiency and
effectiveness for some of the boards and commissions, it is a public safety concern to change
the way the Iowa Board of Nursing (IBON) has operationalized.  The Iowa Board of Nursing is
a national leader amongst the National Council for State Boards of Nursing and has rigorous
review, accountability, and commitment to serve the people and profession in this state.
Please strongly consider omitting the IBON from your changes and recommendations.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Consideration

To Whom it May Concern,

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic Training
healthcare professionals.

Athletic trainers as clinicians and the Master's program in Athletic training are critically
important to the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation.  As clinicians, they support our
faculty in care delivery and provide primary care to injured athletes on the field, sideline, and in
the athletic training room. As an athletic trainer myself, I know the importance of my role to the
athletes at the University of Iowa and other members of the community. We are important
members of any musculoskeletal healthcare system.  Educationally, our three Athletic training
faculty run an outstanding master's Program that produces highly skilled graduates on a yearly

Date:                 Sun Sep 03 2023 13:05:48 CDT
Attachments:     Outlook-3chj2enk.jpg
                          Outlook-41dkgmqf.png
                          Outlook-gckm0veh.jpg
                          Outlook-nh0hnjxg.png

Bcc:

Page 612 of 1221



basis.  They are integral members of our faculty, and their program fits well with the other
educational programs in our department and in the College of Medicine.

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation, allow athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increase the cost of care
of injured athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.  I
believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective
level of care, and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

Hopefully the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be discarded.  I appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important
issue.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and Commissions meeting 9/6/2023

I would like to offer comments at the Boards and Commissions meeting on 9/6/2023.  Hopefully
you are offering teleconference capabilities for speakers, as I cannot join in person.

I am currently chairman of the Boiler and Pressure Vessel Board.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             The Iowa Senate File 514 - letter

To whom it may concern:

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic training
healthcare professionals.

The Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation places a high value on athletic trainers as
clinicians and the Masters degree in athletic training.  In their capacity as clinicians, they assist
our professors in the delivery of healthcare and offer primary care to hurt athletes on the field,
in the stands, and in the weight room. They play a crucial role in the musculoskeletal
healthcare system. In terms of education, our three athletic training faculty conduct a fantastic
master's program that consistently turns out highly qualified graduates. They are essential
members of our faculty, and their course of study complements those offered by the College of
Medicine and by the rest of our department.

Eliminating the athletic training board and license would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation, and cause athletic training to become a free-for-all in our state. It would increase
the expense of care for injured athletes, and reduce or remove our ability to collaborate with
these qualified professionals. I believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this
proposed action, and I cannot think of one positive thing to come out of it. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to ensure that all providers deliver a high standard of
safe and effective care, and athletic training must continue to be covered by this regulation.

Hopefully, the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be discarded. I appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important issue.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Protect Iowa Athletic Training Licensure!

To whom it may concern:

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic training
healthcare professionals.;

Athletic trainers as clinicians and the Masters training program in Athletic training are critically
important to the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation.  As clinicians they support our
faculty in care delivery and provide primary care to injured athletes on the field, sideline and in
the training room.  They are important members of our musculoskeletal healthcare system.
Educationally our three Athletic training faculty run an outstanding Master’s Program that
produces highly skilled graduates on a yearly basis.  They are integral members of our faculty
and their program fits well with the other educational programs in our department and in the
College of Medicine.

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation, allow athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increase the cost of care
of injured athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.  I
believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective
level of care and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

Hopefully the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be discarded.  I appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important
issue.
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensing board reviews

 Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email, and any attachments hereto, contains information
which may be CONFIDENTIAL. The information is intended to be for the use of the individual
or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, please note that any unauthorized
disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the information is prohibited. If you have received this
electronic transmission in error, please return the email to the sender and delete it from your
computer.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comment

To whom it may concern,
Do not change anything about the Deaf Services Commission of Iowa, nor the
Interpreter/Transliterator Licensure Board.
- , long time Iowa Resident and Iowa worker.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             KEEP Athletic training licensure

To Kim Reynolds and the Iowa Board:

It has come to my attention that an elimination of the requirements for becoming an athletic
trainer in the state of Iowa has taken place. Athletic training is a HEALTHCARE field.
Requirement of licensure needs to be kept in place in order to ensure physical and sexual
harm does not take place in our schools. Athletic trainers go through extensive anatomy,
physiology, kinesiology, biology, and sports classes. Below are some other good points to why
the licensure requirement is a MUST.

We currently have 1,129 ATs who are licensed and countless students who rely on licensing.

That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is properly
trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.

The Board helps provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained
persons

There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training. The fees that ATs pay to
renew their license cover all costs. They are cost-effective and are consistently in the black
each year.

Every state and Washington D.C require licensure for ATs, except for Hawaii (which requires
registration) and California (who has pending legislation).

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities. (you could include your educational requirements here)

Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United States, in
addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing
arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces. (Here is some statistical
data on AT settings: https://members.nata.org/members1/documents/membstats/index.cfm.
You will need to be logged into the website to access this page. Click on the July 2023 link,
and “JobSettingCertified” at the very bottom of the page.)

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
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allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state lines
(travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some states
allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the same
regulatory requirements)

Regards,

n
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Preliminary Report

The preliminary report includes a recommendation concerning the Iowa Civil Rights
Commission.  It reads “Reorganize/other changes.”  Is more detail avail?  Thanks, 

Date:                 Sun Sep 03 2023 22:28:13 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     gary.mohr@legis.iowa.gov
                         <gary.mohr@legis.iowa.gov>; scott.webster@legis.iowa.gov
                         <scott.webster@legis.iowa.gov>

Subject:             Iowa Board of Athletic Training

Good Morning & Happy Labor Day!

I am writing to you from my office at Bettendorf High School 3333 18th St. Bettendorf Iowa. I
am at work this morning, on Labor Day and one of many holidays, evenings, and weekends I
miss with my family and friends, to keep young Iowan athletes safe. I understand the Iowa
Boards and Commissions Review Committee has recommended eliminating over 140
boards/commissions. I am writing to ask that you NOT SUPPORT the elimination of the Iowa
Board of Athletic Training or the requirement for Licensure to work in the State of Iowa as an
Athletic Trainer.

Eliminating the Athletic Training Board and the need for licensure would be a backwards step
in providing qualified health care to Iowans. 47 states and the District of Columbia require
licensure for athletic trainers. Of the 3 remaining non-licensure states, New York has a
licensure bill awaiting the Governor’s signature and California has pending legislation. Hawaii,
the third non-licensure state, only requires registration.

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities. This profession is vast in knowledge necessary and therefore
requires a Master’s Degree. Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. In
some cases, Athletic Trainers provide healthcare to athletes in rural areas and underserved
communities. Across the United States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team
settings, athletic trainers work in performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with
the armed forces. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s
safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Without regulatory
board or licensure requirement, individuals could present themselves as qualified professionals
to provide the services listed above. This puts Iowans at risk of being improperly treated in
cases of injury or emergency.
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Athletic trainers are included under the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.
S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider
Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training
as an allied health care profession. Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an
Athletic Trainers ability to practice across state lines (travel with their team), depending on
regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some states allow you to practice in their state
temporarily, provided the home state maintains the same regulatory requirements

Thank you for taking the time to read this long-winded email. I hope you can feel my concern
regarding what impact removing our Board and licensure requirements may have on not only
our profession but on the citizens of Iowa.

Sincerely,

Confidentiality Notice:  This email and any attachments are covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C.§§2510-2521 and contain privileged and confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named.  If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you should not review, use, disclose, distribute,
copy, or forward this email.  If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete/destroy any and all copies of the original message.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Preserve the Deaf Services Commission of Iowa and the Board of Licensure
for Sign Language Interpreters and Transliterators

I write to urge the State of Iowa to preserve its governmental agencies that serve deaf people
in Iowa.

As a rabbi, I see issues through a theological lens. Deaf and Hard of Hearing people are in fact
people, equally created in the image of God. Our scriptures, including the Holiness Code,
exhort us to offer special protections as needed to people who are Deaf. We need the
Commission to ensure that our government is always mindful of the special needs of those wo
are deaf or hard of hearing, and we need the Board of Licensure to ensure that those who
provide interpreting services are competent and ethical in providing these essential services for
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing to interact with the hearing world. God forbid that we should
make Iowa a state that cannot provide a suitable home for families with members who are
deaf!

But one need not look at this through religious eyes to see that providing services that allow
Deaf and Hard of Hearing people to educate themselves to their greatest capacity and to
interact with the hearing world well is simply the right thing to do, both morally and practically.
Why should we be so cruel as to cut off Deaf people from the rest of our Iowan people? Why
would we be so shortsighted as to waste the intelligence and talents and skills of passions of
those Iowans who are deaf or hard of hearing?

Please, please, preserve the Deaf Services and Commission and the Board of Licensure for
Sign Language Interpreters and Transliterators.

Thank you for your consideration.

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 09:20:08 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             letter in opposition of deregulation in hearing instrument specialists

Letter in op of HIS.docx
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensed Hearing Instrument Dispenser

Governor Reynolds,
I live and work in Illinois but I was raised in Iowa and raised my family there.  I have a BA
degree in Psychology and Human Services and worked for many years in Iowa with families
and children and as an office manager for a Chiropractor and a Psychology group.  I have a
broad range of experience.   I became licensed as a Hearing Instrument Dispenser about 12
years ago. I am licensed in Illinois, Iowa and Idaho.   I went to work for two audiologists and
took over their practice as they had moved on to other adventures.  I manage two offices for
my current employer.  I do everything from being a patient care coordinator to doing complete
hearing evaluations and fittings of prescription hearing aids.  I see my clients on a regular
basis, sometimes 3-4 times a year, in some cases monthly depending on the client's need.   I
provide free lifetime service to my clients because the work I do is very important.  I consider
hearing loss to be the "invisible disabiltiy."   When a person has hearing loss and purchases
hearing aids, the spouse or other family members will assume they are fixed.  There is much
more to it than that.   A person has to re-train their brain to hear.  It is not an instant fix.  Family
members need to take into consideration the special needs that person may have.  They can't
hear clearly  through walls, or when you are leaning over the kitchen sink,  they need to see
your face and your facial expression and it may take some planning in a large group situation
with a lot of back\ground noise.

Recently, I had a medical doctor tell me, that his marriage has improved since his wife was
prescribed hearing aids and purchased them.  Imagine sitting with a family group and not being
able to hear the conversation around you.  You know everyone is talking and they're laughing
and maybe they're laughing at you.   At that point, why try...why spend time with people who
are making fun of the fact that you can't hear.  You feel stupid!  It's depressing and you begin
to think, maybe I am losing my mind.  Maybe you are crazy.  Maybe you have dementia.
Maybe your husband will leave you.   Maybe the volunteer work you do isn't important any
longer because you can't hear when people talk to you.  You have to ask them to repeat.
You can't enjoy your favorite television show without everyone complaining that the TV is too
loud.  You feel more and more isolated and depressed and worthless.

That's what hearing loss can do.

Being a licensed hearing aid dispenser is more than selling a hearing device, which by the
way, insurance companies shouldn't be trying to sell through the mail.  That's another whole
issue!   I spend time with my clients getting to know their health history, their social situations
and their every day frustrations because of hearing loss. Yes, good hearing aids can be
expensive but very effective.  What I consider "junk" hearing aids can actually do harm and be
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a waste of money for someone whose budget may be tight.

I work closely with local audiologists and medical doctors.  I know my limitations.  I know when
a person may have a serious health issue that needs to be addressed prior to purchasing
hearing aids.  Why would you even consider de-licensing hearing instrument dispensers?

I am BLESSED by the clients that I work with to help them hear.  Please do not taking hearing
loss and the role of audiologists and licensed hearing aid  dispensers lightly.  This is an
honorable profession.

Respectfully,

Confidentiality Notice
This message is intended only for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed.  If you are
not the intended recipient, you are notified that any disclosure, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited.  This communication may also contain protected health
information (PHI).  Failure to maintain PHI in a secure and confidential manner or unauthorized
redistribution of PHI could subject you to penalties under state and federal law.  If you have
received and/or are viewing this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete or shred completely.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Massage Board Consolidation

I would like Iowa to keep the massage board separate and not consolidate with other boards.
This way the massage board can address issues and concerns about the massage profession
more quickly and professionally.  Let's not consolidate.

I have been a massage therapist for nearly 20 years and believe that NOT consolidating would
be the best decision.

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 11:09:38 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     Shipley Tom [LEGIS]
                         <tom.shipley@legis.iowa.gov>; devon.wood@legis.iowa.gov
                         <devon.wood@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>

Subject:             Athletic Trainers and Iowa Board and Commissions

Good day and hope you are having a good holiday weekend!

Last Thursday I was made aware that the aware that our Iowa lobbyists attended the second
meeting of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee.  This Committee was tasked by
the legislature in the large government reorganization bill enacted this year to review all of
Iowa’s Board and Commissions to determine if boards should continue as is, be reorganized,
be combined with other boards, or be eliminated.  Since its first meeting June 26th, the
Committee’s six subcommittees have reviewed all of Iowa’s 259 boards and commissions.
Larry Johnson is the Director of DIAL (Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensure) and
recommended eliminating the Board of Athletic Training.

I don't know how Mr. Johnson thinks that a health care provider can be without licensure - it is
completely illogical from a public safety and assurance stand point.  It opens the door to any
one to render care as an "athletic trainer" without proof or regulations or qualifications.   In just
the past 3 days I have had contact with probably over 500 youth athletes providing medical
care; at a large softball tournament, at a youth football league and closest to my heart - the
student-athletes at Lenox and Southwest Valley High School.  I can't fathom someone
untrained, putting themselves in an "athletic trainer" position.   Fresh in our minds that received
a lot of publicity are the care that athletic trainers gave to NFL football player Demar Hamlin or
the care they gave LeBron James' son - life saving efforts.   I guarantee every sporting event
you watch on television has athletic trainers on the sideline or court.  As we are amidst college
sport season, you will probably see at least 2 athletic trainers go onto the field every time an
athlete is injured.

Athletic trainers are required 6 years of education (6 years!!), hands on training, continuous
education and a masters degree!  Compared to many of our other Iowa organizations that
require licensure that require way less than that, even 6-8 weekends of a virtual course.

Just some quick stats:

* We currently have 1,129 ATs who are licensed and countless students who rely on licensing.
That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is properly
trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.
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*The Board helps provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained
persons

*There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs pay to
renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the black
each year.

*Every state and Washington D.C require licensure for ATs, except for Hawaii (which requires
registration) and California (who has pending legislation).

*Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities.

*Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United States, in
addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing
arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

*Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

*Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state lines
(travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some states
allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the same
regulatory requirements)

I know you both are pretty close to high schools in the area, so I invite you to come hang out
with us - Shenandoah has one certified athletic trainer on staff, Clarinda HS has one AT,
Bedford has an AT from Mosaic in Maryville and Creston has 4 ATs that provide care to local
high schools and Southwestern Community College.  I welcome you to speak to parents of
athletes at the schools, coaches, athletic directors or school nurses  - ask about how we
provide quality care to their student-athletes.

This Wednesday, there is a public meeting, so that parties can address their concerns and
recommendations then sent to the governor.  I hope you take the time to research athletic
trainers and their skills and expertise.

This got kind of lengthy, so I very much appreciate your time on this holiday weekend.

My cell is  if you have any questions about athletic trainers.

Thank you!  
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Serving: SWV HS and Lenox HS
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Aid Specialist Licensure

       

                             

September 2. 2023
Iowa Boards and Review Committee
Re: Hearing Aid Specialist Licensure Elimination

Committee Members,

I am writing in regard to the proposed elimination of the Hearing Aid Licensure Board.

*********** The FDA reclassified non-over the counter hearing aids as “Prescription Medical
Devices”,
          which can only be dispensed by prescription from a state licensed hearing aid
practitioner.
* * ******* Elimination of the License will reduce the availability of hearing aids across the state,
          which will force Iowans to seek hearing aids from unregulated providers.
    ·       Elimination of the License will reduce the hearing aid service & repair centers across
the state,
           leaving hearing aids in disrepair.

What would happen if vehicle driving licenses were considered unnecessary.
·       People that don’t know how to drive or have unsafe vehicles would be driving.
·       More accidents, more speeding, would occur.

Indeed, too much regulation can hinder the work force, the economy, and the state
government.
However, Hearing Aid Licensure is not hindering. Rather it protects individuals in need and
makes viable resources available to those people.
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I encourage you to allow the Hearing Aid Specialist License to continue.

Feel free to contact me if you have questions.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the Cancellation of the Iowa Athletic Training Board

Dear Senator Quirmbach,

I am a current graduate student in the Master’s of Science in Athletic Training at Iowa State. I
am originally from Wisconsin and have travelled to the state of Iowa and Iowa State University
for its excellence in the path of athletic training. I am writing to express my deep concern and
opposition to the proposed cancellation of the Iowa Athletic Training Board. As a spectator of
athletics and a graduate student at Iowa State University, I firmly believe that athletic trainers
play a vital role in the protection and rehabilitation of athletes, particularly in high schools, and
their absence would be detrimental to the state of Iowa.

Athletic trainers are a crucial part of the healthcare team for athletes of all levels, not limited to
just varsity football games as some may believe. They are present at all sporting events,
ensuring the well-being of student-athletes and addressing their medical needs promptly. Their
expertise goes beyond the sidelines; they are dedicated professionals who specialize in the
prevention, diagnosis, and intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions
affecting athletes' performance and overall health.

It is worth noting that every state in the nation, with the exception of California, has recognized
the importance of athletic trainers by implementing licensure requirements. This recognition
ensures that only qualified individuals can practice as athletic trainers, upholding the highest
standards of care and professionalism. Without the Iowa Athletic Training Board, our state
would be an outlier, potentially discouraging qualified athletic trainers from coming to work
here. This absence of regulation could allow unqualified individuals to claim the title of athletic
trainer, posing a significant risk to the safety of our athletes.

Moreover, the cancellation of the Iowa Athletic Training Board would tarnish the reputation of
our state and the institutions within it. As a graduate student at Iowa State University, I have
witnessed the dedication and hard work put in by my cohort and those who came before and
after us. Eliminating the board would diminish the pride we take in attending and eventually
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graduating from an institution in Iowa that values and supports the athletic training profession.

In recent years, professional sports and college athletics have brought the athletic training
profession into the spotlight. Athletic trainers have been recognized for their lifesaving efforts in
critical situations, such as Damar Hamlin's cardiac arrest during a football game. The Buffalo
Bills Athletic Training staff's swift and skilled response undoubtedly saved his life. While such
cases may be considered extreme, they exemplify the level of care and commitment that
athletic trainers bring to their profession. As a society, we should not settle for anything less
when it comes to the well-being of our athletes.

In conclusion, I urge you to vote against the cancellation of the Iowa Athletic Training Board.
Athletic trainers are essential healthcare professionals who safeguard the health and safety of
our student-athletes. Their licensure ensures the highest standards of care and
professionalism. We should not jeopardize the health and well-being of our athletes or tarnish
the reputation of our state by eliminating this crucial regulatory body.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. I hope you will take my concerns into
consideration when discussing this issue. Please feel free to contact me if you would like to
further discuss this important topic.

Kind Regards,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Concern

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa AT Support

To Whom it may concern,

As a fellow Athletic Trainer and an Illinois Athletic Training Association Board Member, in the
neighboring state of Illinois I felt it was imperative that I reach out in solidarity with my Iowan
Athletic Training colleagues.

The profession of Athletic Training has taken the world stage over the past several months with
numerous high profile, televised injuries.  Between the devastating Damar Hamlin injury and
the subsequent recognition of the entire Buffalo Bills Athletic Training Staff with the Pat Tillman
Award for service at the ESPYS, it is becoming abundantly clear that the profession of Athletic
Training is a vital piece in the healthcare continuum of care for athletes.

The integrity of our healthcare profession is based upon rigorous coursework, advanced
degree requirements and hundreds of hours of clinical training in order to become eligible for
Board testing at a National level. Athletic Training is healthcare and we ATs are responsible for
the health and wellbeing of a specific population.  We have national regulation via this national
board exam to initially become credentialed to practice but, as you know in many other areas
for professional organizations, it is the States that are ultimately responsible for the adherence
to and maintenance of educational competency via Licensure and Board regulation.  We must
have a standard of practice and system of vetting applicants or current licensees, or we will be
headed to the unregulated randomness as seen in, and only in, the State of California which
does not regulate Athletic Training at the State level.

Reducing or eliminating regulation will lead to the reversion of Athletic Training practice in your
state to the previous climate of Athletic Training where literally anyone could serve as the
"Athletic Trainer" at their place of employment as that employer saw fit.

The Iowa Athletic Training Society, represents over 1000 Athletic Trainers in your state, I
cannot stress the importance of maintaining their regulating bodies in order to insure the
protection of the Athletes in your State.  I fully understand the streamlining and reduction of
governmental burden in some areas and that the task of the Boards and Commissions Review
is great but reduction for a profession that provides healthcare to the athletes in the state (in
many instances the youth) CANNOT be part of this.  Additionally, this proposed reduction will
not affect cost-saving measures as the Board of Athletic Training operates without funding from
the State as the members are volunteers and they do meet virtually.
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I beg for your support of the athletic training constituents of your state to maintain your
Licensure and Board as is, without modification.

Thank you for your time and consideration and please do not hesitate to reach out if you have
any questions.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training - Letter of Support

Hello,

I’m , a Certified Athletic Trainer and a resident of Des Moines.  I’m writing this
letter to state my full support for KEEPING the State of Iowa Board of Athletic Training (Board).
The Board was formerly part of the Bureau of Professional Licensing and is now part of the
Iowa Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensing (DIAL) as a result of the Government
Restructuring Plan.  In late August 2023, the Boards and Commissions Review Committee and
the Director of DIAL proposed eliminating the Board of Athletic Training, and thus Licensure
regulation of the Athletic Training profession in Iowa.  Disbanding the Board of Athletic Trainers
and eliminating the regulation of Athletic Trainers in our State would have detrimental effects
on healthcare accessibility to athletes and physically active Iowans in addition to employed
Athletic Trainers, Athletes, Parents, Sports Medicine Physicians, Schools/Universities, major
industrial organizations, and physically active persons who all rely on the invaluable healthcare
services that Athletic Trainers provide daily.

There are approximately 1,100 Athletic Trainers licensed by the Board at the current time.  The
profession of Athletic Training is regulated in 49 states and Washington D.C. while California
currently has pending legislation to enact regulation.  In recent years, several states have
advanced their level of Athletic Training regulation to the highest form of regulation, licensure.

Licensure of a healthcare profession such as Athletic Training is vital to providing protection to
the public and ensuring high standards of education, competence, and professionalism that the
public can trust in its healthcare professionals.  The Board is responsible for several things
including determining and enforcing the Athletic Training Practice Act (Iowa statute regulating
how Athletic Trainers can practice) and the administrative rules and regulations that govern
how the Board is run.  Additionally, the Board is responsible for screening and administering all
new licensee applications and enforcing the standards set for licensure renewal including
ongoing professional development. The Board also processes enforcement and disciplinary
cases against licensees who violate the state’s Practice Act and Board rules and regulations.
Furthermore, state regulation protects all college students in Athletic Training education
programs, who rely on credentialed practitioners to provide them with a clinical learning
experience.   The fundamental responsibility of the Board and state regulation is to prevent
untrained or uneducated people from practicing as or portraying an Athletic Trainer.

By eliminating the Board and disbanding the state regulation of Athletic Trainers, it would have
a profound effect on how Athletic Trainers practice and who could falsely portray themselves
as Athletic Trainers.  One detrimental effect of losing state regulation is that Athletic Trainers
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who currently cross state lines with traveling athletic teams would be hampered in their ability
to provide medical care to their own patients in nearby states, as those state regulations
recognize that an Athletic Trainer is already credentialed by their home state and grants them
the ability to practice temporarily given this stipulation.  Currently, the Board is funded by fees
that licensee’s or licensee applicants pay, and the Board has always been able to sustain itself
financially off these fees without a financial deficit.

Athletic Trainers are healthcare providers who specialize in preventing, diagnosing, and
providing therapeutic interventions for musculoskeletal injuries in addition to managing
emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions that cause impairment, functional limitations,
and disabilities.   Athletic Trainers are required to be credentialed nationally by the Board of
Certification upon passing their entry-level certification exam after graduating with a master’s
degree in athletic training (recently transitioned from a bachelor's degree) from an accredited
educational program. Athletic Trainers have been recognized by the American Medical
Association and the US Department of Health and Human Services as allied healthcare
providers.

Traditionally, Athletic Trainers practiced in high school, university/college, and professional
athletic programs treating athletes, however in recent years have expanded their practice
settings to include larger industrial entities, performing arts, youth sports, public safety
agencies, military, orthopedic physician clinics, or by operating independent small businesses.
In many instances, Athletic Trainers are the frontline and foremost healthcare providers an
athlete or physically active individual may have access to for managing their healthcare needs.

In conclusion, I strongly encourage you to consider maintaining the Board of Athletic Training
and protecting the licensure regulation of Athletic Trainers in the State of Iowa.  Disbanding the
Board and state regulation would be a huge negative step for the patients that Athletic Trainers
serve daily and the Athletic Training profession at large. While the number of Athletic Trainers
licensed is smaller compared to other healthcare professions, they serve a much larger
population and may be the only healthcare resource readily accessible to many athletes at high
schools or colleges or occupational workers.  Protecting the public and setting the standard of
care is paramount for the vitality of Athletic Training in the State of Iowa.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             NECA

I would like to speak about the merging of the electrical examining board on behave of NECA.

DO YOU KNOW...
 Baker Group’s electrical team ensures commercial, industrial or institutional

projects have ample, dependable power when and where needed.

  _____

Please consider the environment before printing this email

This message and its attachments contains confidential information and is intended only for the
highly valued individual customer or team member named. Please notify the Baker Group
sender immediately by e-mail or telephone if you have received this e-mail by mistake and
delete this e-mail from your system. Please do not distribute or copy this e-mail.
Because e-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information
could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses,
Baker Group cannot accept liability for the contents of this message. If verification is required
please request a hard-copy version. Thank you for the opportunity to work with you!
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             IHS

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members,
I write to you today, as a licensed hearing aid specialists who provides hearing healthcare
services to an increasingly growing population, to express my concern with the Boards and
Hello,

Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee’s August 29, 2023, recommendation to
eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”).

The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:
 Limiting/ lowering hearing healthcare access;
 Loss of licensure;
 Eliminating consumer protection;
 Compromised patient safety;
 Individual complacency;
 Reducing competition; and
 Laxed hearing healthcare industry standards.
This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current
practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board investigates
complaints about unprofessional conduct.
Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which
have
been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,”
which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care professional; 21
C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral authorization from a
practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists.

Thank you for your attention to my concerns with eliminating the Board of Hearing Aid

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 19:12:01 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Specialists and I respectfully ask for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if you
would like to discuss this issue further.

--
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From:                 
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please keep Athletic Trainer Licensure

Athletic Trainers provide an important service and are valued members of the health care
team. It is important that our state maintains them as a licensed provider.  Without proper
oversight the student athletes of Iowa will be at risk for having unlicensed providers without the
same qualifications making important decisions regarding their health, safety & injury status.
Please maintain licensure of athletic trainers in our state to protect our student athletes.

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Mon Sep 04 2023 20:02:27 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of Iowa's Necessary Licensed and Trained Hearing Aid Dispensers

I am writing with a heavy heart as today we found out that our profession and what is in the
best interests of patients who are hard of hearing, are once again under attack.  It was
proposed by the Boards and Commissions Review Committee to eliminate the Board of
Hearing Aid Specialists.  This suggestion was also proposed in 2017 and 2020 where we
fought hard to prove our value and prove that it is undoubtedly in the best interests of Iowans
to not attack our license and it was understood that removing this board would have
unintended consequences.  This has happened in other states where after only a few short
years the board had to be reinstated due to unregulated hearing aid dealers selling hearing
aids to people just to disappear and never to be seen again.  These hearing aids were often
unproperly fit and diagnosed and people who merely had wax in their ear canals were conned
out of thousands.  The standard of care that we provide to patients is valuable to Iowans.
Hearing aids are not something one can simply pick up and go.  It requires ongoing care and
commitment to taking care of the patients who trust in us.

Our responsibilities include not only the certified treatment of hearing loss (including ongoing
training requiring CEUs) but also providing a comprehensive otoscopic and hearing evaluation
which sometimes can be lifesaving as a hearing evaluation can indicate dangerous medical
conditions such as a tumor of the auditory nerve.  We are also supporting our Audiologists with
the growing number of patients and without us it will not be possible for the current number of
Audiologists in our state to support the workload of patients as we already have a shortage of
providers in our field.  Remember, if you de-license us we will no longer be able to be
credentialed to work with insurance, which is another disservice to patients if this decision is
made.  Many Iowans who has built careers caring for patients will have their livelihood be
eliminated.

The care for these patients will quickly decline and without the proper care, proper evaluation,
and proper treatment of hearing loss it will, as studies shown by John Hopkins and the Lancet
Commission, contribute to cognitive decline and lead to an increase in cases of conditions like
dementia and Alzheimer's.  We play an important role in ensuring no one is left behind and
these wonderful people are cared for in the manner that they deserve.

The studies done by notable associations like John Hopkins, Harvard Medical School, and the
Lancet Commision have proven our value and need. So, I ask you, once again, to please
reconsider this proposal.  This will be very harmful to the incredible Iowans who need us.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 06:57:47 CDT
Attachments:     Outlook-1652385395.png

Bcc:
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This link below is the proposal where we are mentioned at number 26
https://governor.iowa.gov/media/228/download?
inline=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

>From the Lancet Commission

https://www.thelancet.com/infographics-do/dementia-risk

>From John Hopkins University
https://hub.jhu.edu/2023/01/11/hearing-loss-linked-with-dementia/#:~:text=The%20analysis%
20covered%202%2C413%20individuals,participants%20who%20had%20normal%20hearing.

Johns Hopkins study links hearing loss with dementia in older adults
Bloomberg School study finds older adults with greater severity of hearing loss were more
likely to have dementia, but the likelihood of dementia was lower among hearing aid users
compared to non-users
hub.jhu.edu
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing aid licensing

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members,

I write to you today, as a licensed hearing aid specialists who provides hearing healthcare
services to an increasingly growing population, to express my concern with the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee’s August 29, 2023, recommendation to
eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”).

The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:

· Limiting/ lowering hearing healthcare access;

· Loss of licensure;

· Eliminating consumer protection;

· Compromised patient safety;

· Individual complacency;

· Reducing competition; and

· Laxed hearing healthcare industry standards.

This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board
investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct.

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which
have been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,” which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care
professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral
authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 07:49:47 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists.

Thank you for your attention to my concerns with eliminating the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists and I respectfully ask for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if you
would like to discuss this issue further.

Sincerely,

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and Commissions Review Mtg

To whom it may concern:

I am presently a board member of the elevator safety committee.  I feel that eliminating this
board will put a strain on the current staff and inspections department to operate fairly and
investigate past practices.  We have viewed the public, the ownership of buildings, and the
industry when it comes to safety and code adoption.  To put this into a very small group of one-
sided group will be detrimental to all of those involved.  I would like to address the committee if
there is sufficient time allocated.

Regards,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 07:55:45 CDT
Attachments:     image001.jpg
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT license

To whom it may concern:

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic training
healthcare professionals.;

Athletic trainers as clinicians and the Masters training program in Athletic training are critically
important to the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation.  As clinicians they support our
faculty in care delivery and provide primary care to injured athletes on the field, sideline and in
the training room.  They are important members of our musculoskeletal healthcare system.
Educationally our three Athletic training faculty run an outstanding Master’s Program that
produces highly skilled graduates on a yearly basis.  They are integral members of our faculty
and their program fits well with the other educational programs in our department and in the
College of Medicine.

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation, allow athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increase the cost of care
of injured athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.  I
believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective
level of care and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

Hopefully the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be discarded.  I appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important
issue.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 08:34:13 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

There are countless reasons why the de regulation of our profession is a terrible idea. We fit
prescriptive medical devices that require extensive training and licensing to be able to fit
patients properly and effectively. In the course of our work, we are trained to discover
underlying medical conditions that can be medically serious that require the intervention of a
doctor or ENT. These conditions can be something as simple as impacted earwax, or
something more significant like brain tumors. Untrained and unlicensed individuals have no
ability to recognize these serious, underlying medical conditions, and these patients would go
untreated, and could have a very significant impact on their health.

Last October the FDA approved over the counter hearing aids. They develop two
classifications of hearing aids. Over-the-counter hearing aids require no hearing test no
evaluation and are not seen by a licensed professional. The other class of hearing aids are
referred to as prescription hearing aids. Prescription, hearing aids are required to be fit a
licensed professional. This would eliminate the entire category of prescription hearing aids with
deregulation. Prior to the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids there were many surveys
done throughout the industry to evaluate the public‘s perception of the need of a license
professional to fit and treat the hearing loss properly. In countless studies up to 96% of
individuals acknowledged the importance of the interaction with a licensed hearing care
professional to properly treat their hearing loss.

Since the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids, our business is actually up by over 20%.
Over-the-counter hearing aids have had no impact whatsoever on the hearing aid industry. I
believe this solidifies the understanding and the need for licensed trained professionals to treat
the patients properly and effectively.

Deregulation of licensing for hearing instrument specialist would open the door for anyone to fit
the unknowing and vulnerable, predominantly, senior population. The outcomes of these
fittings would be very poor and the consequences to the patients would be astronomical. If a
person tries hearing aids and is unsuccessful with them statistically they wait 5 to 7 years to try
hearing aids again. In the course of that time the hearing loss can become so great that
hearing aids even at a premium level are                  ineffective. Recent studies have shown
that untreated hearing loss has a significantly higher chance of developing Alzheimer’s and
dementia. There are higher risks of falling, social  isolation, and depression for those with
untreated, hearing loss.

The International Hearing Society administers the license exam for hearing instrument
specialist in 40 states. There is significant training and learning involved to be able to pass the

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 08:38:45 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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international license exam. The  exam is designed to prove total competency to be be able to
safely and effectively work in our profession. Even with this extensive training the first time
pass rate of the exam is only 60%. So even properly trained individuals require a great deal of
time to be able prove competency. What would an individual with no training whatsoever be
able to do for an unsuspecting person in need of proper hearing healthcare?

There are many other reasons why eliminating the hearing instrument specialist board is a very
poor idea for the interest of thousands of Iowans. Please take this into consideration thank you.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Letter

Please find my letter attached for comments in regards to Iowa maintaining the Board of
Hearing Aid Specialists.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 08:47:14 CDT
Attachments:     Letter Against Eliminating Iowa Board of Hearing Aid Specialists_0001.pdf

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation Rebutal

Hello,

I am writing to let you know that I strongly recommend not to change the licensure
requirements for hearing aid specialists in Iowa.  I am an employee of Miracle Ear.  We must
have professionals that are licensed in the State to dispense hearing aids.  They need to be
trained and know what to look for in case of health factors with the ears and brain, like ear wax,
tumors, and infections.  If we don't, it affects person's ability to communicate with other people
and their overall health.  If we do not have licensed hearing care professionals, there will not be
adequate programming of hearing aids, counselling how to clean, operate, and maintain their
hearing aids, and just the overall effectiveness of the hearing aids.

Would you want to go to someone or have your grandmother go to someone that hasn't had
adequate training and not licensed in the state to help you or her with hearing aids?

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.

Have a great day,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 08:49:26 CDT
Attachments:     Outlook-xfe5p4tc.png
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             I would like to Speak against the State Board Realignment

To Whom it may Concern,

I am reaching out to let Iowans know the intent and purpose of the Iowa Electrical Board.

I was part of developing this legislation and served on the Electrical Board as well.

It needs its structure in order to serve the Electrical industry here in Iowa.

Please let me know if you have a time slot I may come and speak!

Thank you!

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 08:50:20 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board and the
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

The information contained in this transmission may contain privileged and confidential
information, including patient information protected by federal and state privacy laws. It is
intended only for the use of the person(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution, or duplication of this
communication is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 08:50:22 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of AT elimination

It appears to be careless and dangerous to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training without a
new process in place to govern the licensure and accreditation of programs in which athletic
trainers practice and train.

Athletic trainers provide medical care and therefore they should be regulated and monitored in
some way.  Simple elimination of the Board of Athletic Training places all who receive care by
these practitioners (many of whom are minors) at risk of negligent or inept care.  At minimum,
this entity should be maintained until there is a new process or entity in place to serve a
purpose of licensing/accreditation.  Many other related boards (healthcare or healthcare
adjacent) selected for changes under the proposal are indicated for changes and merging.  It is
baffling why the Athletic Training Board is not among that group.

I urge the committee to put a plan in place to protect all of us served by Athletic Trainers prior
to simple elimination of the Board.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 08:52:55 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Examiners Board

I am writing this public comment as a retired athletic trainer who dedicated 45 years of my
career to providing health care services to athletes and physically active individuals in Iowa at
The University of Iowa. I am writing to urge support for the continuation of the Iowa Board of
Athletic Training Examiners, which gave me a voice in public discourse with patients, school
administrators, coaches, and other medical and health care providers.  Without a license I
would not have had the backing available to me to show that I was anything other than a voice
advocating for active patients in an often unsympathetic coach and parental-glory-driven
occupation.

My colleagues and by association now their athletic patients may be left high and dry with
travel obligations with teams.  Most every state has some form of regulation so that out-of-state
travel imposes a risk of malpractice for my colleagues.  This is just another complication for
athletic trainers who do not have a license.

As a retired athletic trainer, I am proud of my profession and grateful for the board’s support
throughout my career. I have witnessed firsthand how athletic trainers make a positive
difference in the lives of their patients, their communities, and their profession. I have also seen
how the board has helped to protect and enhance the practice of athletic training in Iowa. I
strongly believe that eliminating or weakening the board would be detrimental to the public
health and safety, as well as to the athletic training profession in our state.

Therefore, I respectfully support for the continuation of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training
Examiners and oppose any attempts to abolish or reduce its authority or functions. By doing
so, Iowa will be supporting quality and safety of health care delivery, as well as the rights and
interests of athletic trainers and their patients.

Thank you for your time and attention. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions
or concerns.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:01:42 CDT
Attachments:
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Sincerely,

Sent from Mail for Windows
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Letter of Opposition

 

“Great things in business are never done by one person. They’re done by a team…” -Steve
Jobs

  _____

From:

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:07:10 CDT
Attachments:     Letter for IA.pdf
                          Outlook-adcng2t2.png
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Subject: Re: Emails

Sorry, not you...  the PCC in Muscatine.

Thank you,
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  _____

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 7:09 AM
To: 
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Subject: Re: Emails

Mines done.

Get Outlook for iOS
  _____

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 7:04:13 AM
To: 
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Subject: Fwd: Emails

See below list

Team, I wanted these done Friday. I meet with the State Committee at noon tomorrow. Take 5
minutes and get this done by noon today. This is extremely important!!
Email holly and I when done

Send to: BCRCcomments@iowa.gov

President-Iowa Hearing Association

‘’ Dream Big, Make Plans, & Smash Goals’’
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Begin forwarded message:

From: 
Date: September 5, 2023 at 6:55:52 AM CDT
To: 
Subject: Re: Emails
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I sent mine last week also.

Thank you,

  _____

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 6:42 AM
To: 
Subject: Emails

Please send me who hasn’t sent their emails to the state

President-Iowa Hearing Association

‘’ Dream Big, Make Plans, & Smash Goals’’
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To Whom it may concern: 

 

I don’t agree with the decision to sell hearing aids without a license in the state of Iowa. I work as a 

Patient Care Coordinator in the state of Minnesota but see patients who reside in Iowa often. Their 

health and safety matters to me, and by bypassing the need for licensed hearing aid consultants we 

bypass potential diagnoses for life threatening ailments like tumors and other neurological issues. The 

education obtained by licensed hearing specialists is critical to the health of the people of Iowa.  

 

 

Patient Care Coordinator 

Letter for IA.pdf for Printed Item: 416 ( Attachment 1 of 2)
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Speak at recommendation mtg

Hi- I’d like to speak about the proposed elimination of the Midwifery Advisory Committee.

Thanks,

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:18:06 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to express my deep concern about the potential changes to licensure requirements
for hearing aid specialists in Iowa. As a hearing care professional, and resident of this great
state, I believe that it is crucial to maintain stringent licensure standards for professionals in the
field of hearing health, hearing aid dispensing, and hearing aid programming.

Hearing health is a fundamental component of overall well-being. Hearing impairment can
significantly impact an individual's quality of life, affecting their ability to communicate, work,
and engage in social activities. Hearing aids are essential tools that enable people with hearing
loss to regain their independence and actively participate in society. However, the
effectiveness of these devices depends largely on the expertise of hearing aid specialists.

By maintaining licensure requirements for hearing aid specialists, we ensure that those
entrusted with the care of individuals with hearing loss are highly trained and qualified. These
specialists possess the knowledge and skills necessary to perform comprehensive
assessments, recommend appropriate hearing aids, and provide personalized programming to
meet the unique needs of each patient. Without these standards in place, there is a risk of
inadequate care and improper device programming, which can lead to suboptimal outcomes
for patients.Moreover, hearing aid specialists play a vital role in the prevention and
management of ear health issues. They can identify conditions that may require medical
attention and refer patients to the appropriate healthcare professionals. This early intervention
is crucial in addressing potentially serious ear-related health concerns.

Maintaining licensure standards for hearing aid specialists is not only about ensuring the
highest level of patient care but also about upholding the integrity of the profession. It
demonstrates a commitment to the well-being of Iowa's residents and the preservation of their
hearing health.
I urge you to consider the long-term implications of any changes to the licensure requirements
for hearing aid specialists. Please prioritize the health and well-being of Iowa's residents by
maintaining these standards to guarantee that individuals with hearing loss receive the best
possible care and support.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your continued support in
safeguarding the hearing health of our community.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:20:54 CDT
Attachments:
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Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT Licensure

I am writing you today to express my concerns about a a push to eliminate the Board of
Licensure for Athletic Training. I have been licensed in the state of Iowa since 1995 and am still
currently practicing. Elimination of the licensing of Athletic Trainers would put every athlete in
the State at risk. The highly publicized event in the NFL and Demar Hamlin shows the value of
the Athletic Trainer. Just think if that was an away game for an athlete that was in another state
and without Iowa licensure that athlete’s Athletic Trainer couldn’t provide care due to lack of
licensing. Or they were being cared for by unqualified individuals.

Here are some facts about Athletic Training.

********* There are over 1,100 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.

********* The renewal fees that ATs pay fully funds the AT Board and is not a cost to the state.

********* The AT license protects the health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring that
the ATs in the state are the qualified healthcare providers that athletes in Iowa deserve.

********* The AT Board evaluates our scope of practice and adapts that based on the rapidly
changing world of healthcare.  If the Board is eliminated, other healthcare providers will have
influence over our scope of practice.

********* Other states, like South Carolina moved towards licensure.  Thus 49/50 states have
regulation. This action would make Iowa, like California, not requiring licensure for ATs.

********* The elimination of AT licensure may reduce the willingness of graduating students to
stay in the state.  It may also lead to currently licensed ATs leaving the state.  We are already
experiencing difficulty hiring ATs across the state, this would just increase the struggle,
specifically in rural schools.

********* ATs appear in the Iowa Code as licensed healthcare providers, specifically in the
recent concussion law that was signed, declaring ATs as licensed healthcare providers

Thank  you for your time and I hope Iowa will push to keep licensing of Athletic Trainers.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:25:34 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist deregulation

To whom it may concern:

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of Licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists in
Iowa.  I am a hearing instrument specialist and have been licensed in the State of Iowa for over
6 years.  There are many reasons why the deregulation of my profession is a bad idea.  We fit
prescriptive medical devises that require extensive training and licensing to be able to fit
patients properly and effectively.  We are trained to discover underlying medical conditions that
can be medically serious that require the intervention of a doctor or ENT.  These conditions
can be as simple as impacted earwax or something more significant like a brain tumor.
Untrained and unlicensed individuals have no ability to recognize these serous, underlying
medical conditions and these patients would go untreated, which could have a significant
impact on their health.

Deregulation of licensing for hearing instrument specialists would open the door for anyone to
fit the unknowing and vulnerable, predominantly senior population.  The outcomes of these
fittings would be very poor and the consequences to the patients would be astronomical.  If a
person tries hearing aids and is unsuccessful with them - statistically they wait 5-7 years before
trying hearing aids again.  In the course of that time the hearing loss can become so great that
hearing aids, even at a premium level are ineffective.  Recent studies have shown that
untreated hearing loss has a significantly higher chance of developing Alzheimers and
dementia.  There are a higher risk of falling, social isolation and depression for those with
untreated hearing loss.

There are many other reasons why elimination the hearing instrument specialist board is a very
bad idea.  It is hard for me to believe that this issue keeps happening.  Please take this into
consideration and do not deregulate the hearing instrument specialists.  Thank you!

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:26:24 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Board

To Whom it May Concern,

It has come to my attention that The recently formed Boards and Commissions Review
Committee (BCRC) intends to eliminate over 140 advisory boards, including the Board of
Athletic Training.

As an athletic trainer for the past 30+ years, I feel that this would be a bad thing for the people
of Iowa.  As athletic trainers, we provide care to a vast majority of the athletes in the state, from
the college level all the way down to "little league" football players.  We are often the first
person on the scene when there is an injury on the field.  Athletic trainers are highly trained
health care professionals.

De-regulating athletic training will greatly compromise the healthcare of many people in the
state.  Athletic trainers also work within many MD offices across the state. They provide
valuable insights and services to the patients in these offices.

I believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective
level of care and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

Thank you for your consideration of this important topic.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:26:53 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposed License and Board Elimination - Athletic Training

Years ago my mentors and teachers in the field of Athletic Training stood together to educate
and inform the state of IOWA what Athletic Training  was and how beneficial and necessary
this health care profession was to Iowa citizens and especially to its student athletes across the
state.  They, along with visionary legislators, parents, and organizations, drafted and wrote the
licensure legislation we have today.   This legislation is there to protect Iowans and make sure
that those in the field of Athletic Training are meeting the professional standards of care and
practicing their craft within the laws of Iowa.  Removing licensure and or removing the Board of
Athletic Training would jeopardize Iowans safety, especially the thousands  of student athletes
that daily get treatment, rehabilitation, and care from Certified Athletic Trainers (ATC) in Iowa.
We have over 1100 practicing ATCs in Iowa, and unfortunately that isn't enough to cover the
jobs we have in our state.  The need for ATCs in Iowa is as high as it has ever been, we have
schools in suburban areas without a healthcare professional that is qualified to help with
injuries and conditions, and in some cases life threatening situations.  Removing licensure
would only increase this problem as young professionals entering the field may leave the state
to go to areas where there are licensure laws and where professional standards set and other
health care professions can't influence Athletic Training Scope of Practice.   Simply put the
current law defines and protects Iowans as well as those working in the field.   In addition
Athletic Trainers already appear in other Iowa Codes as "Licensed Healthcare Providers".
Seriously, removing licensure would not only cause an additional shortage of needed health
care providers in our state, it would cost Iowans money in the long run, and most importantly if
you take the money and politics out of this conversation, the most important factor is that
Iowans, especially our kids involved in sports and activities across the state may not have the
quality health care they need to be safe and healthy.   Let's not go backwards.
Sincerely

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:29:03 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                 
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Ending AT Licensure in Iowa

I am a current athletic training student at the Buena Vista University. I highly discourage ending
the licensure in the state of Iowa, as it would impact numerous factors. If the licensure is
ended, graduating athletic training student would likely leave the state and practice elsewhere.
Certified athletic trainers would also likely leave the state to practice elsewhere. By ending the
licensure, you are eliminating the credentials of athletic trainers, which is highly disrespectful. If
Iowa goes through with this, the entire state will be taking multiple steps backwards.
Considering all 50 states require licensure besides California. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:43:22 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training and Licensure

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just our profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing our licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

I realize our profession requires certification from the BOC, however that is not enough.
According to our current practice act, the initial certification exam is the only BOC requirement
for license in Iowa. Thus, we need ongoing regulation of our profession that only licensure can
ensure. I assure you that athletic trainers in good standing in Iowa want to maintain licensure.
Having the regulation actually attracts people to come work here as opposed to making it more
difficult.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:52:45 CDT
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lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

I also realize the goals of your committee are to deregulate and compress boards. I would like
to offer some middle ground. We feel the merging Athletic Trainers with PTs, OTs, and other
related professions would be reasonable and meet our needs.

Athletic Trainers are some of the hardest working heath care providers, they are often
overlooked and undervalued but despite that, they continue to put in overtime hours and go the
extra mile for their patients on a daily basis. Taking away licensure would prolong the current
battle many of us are facing when it comes to fighting for adequate compensation for our work.
With the state removing a need for licensure, our fight to raise salary positions/hourly wages
would be severely set back.  As someone who is one of the lowest paid Athletic Trainers in the
B1G conference, I am confident that reducing my credentials will hinder my current efforts to
get paid what I deserve.

Please let me know if I can expand any further on anything. I can be reached on my cell phone
any time at .
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation

Good morning,

I am emailing in regards to the potential deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument
Specialists (HIS). I am a licensed HIS for the state of Iowa where I manage offices in Vinton
and Oelwein. Both of these are small towns that lack some of the specialized healthcare
services that other big cities offer. I have the pleasure of educating hundreds of patients on
their hearing loss and providing them with prescription hearing aids that will help them hear
better and treat their hearing loss long term. I strongly believe in the importance of seeing my
patients on a regular basis for hearing aid cleanings, adjustments, annual testing, and ongoing
education in hopes for the best outcome possible with each and every patient. I believe that
without the proper education, my job would not be able to be done safely or correctly.

During my education, I've learned that early detection is key in diagnosing hearing loss. Some
people wait too long for many reasons: embarrassment, denial, budget, etc. By offering free
comprehensive hearing tests I have the ability to educate them on their individual situation and
the risks involved if they chose to decline treatment. By declining treatment, they are putting
themselves in danger to potentially develop worse hearing loss, cognitive decline, depression,
anxiety, balance issues, and overall poor quality of life. It takes a lot of skill, knowledge,
compassion and empathy to do this job correctly and help our patients to the best of our ability.
I strive in giving the care I'd like my own family members to receive, not some stranger who is
just trying to make a buck. I hope you take these things into consideration when making your
decision. Thank you for your time.

Have a great day,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:54:31 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Senate File 514 - eliminating Athletic Training licensure board

To whom it may concern:

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic Training
healthcare professionals.

Athletic trainers, as clinicians and in the Masters training program in Athletic Training, are
critically important to the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics Department of Orthopedics
and Rehabilitation.  As clinicians they support our faculty in care delivery and provide primary
care to injured athletes on fields, sidelines and training rooms.  Additionally, they provide a
valuable healthcare resource to athletes and parents who may not have easy access to a
medical facility in rural areas of Iowa.

Athletic Training Licensure facts:

***** Iowa currently has 1,129 ATs who are licensed and countless students who rely on
licensing.

***** Licensure protects the public and lets athletes, clients, and employers easily know an AT
is properly trained, takes continuing education courses, and that their practice standards are
monitored.

***** There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs
pay to renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the
black each year.

***** Every state and Washington D.C require licensure for ATs, except for Hawaii (which
requires registration) and California (who has pending legislation).

* Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United
States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in
performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:55:31 CDT
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* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.
* Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements)

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic Training would be a huge step backward given
the hard fought process to attain licensure in Iowa. It will increase the cost of care of injured
athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers as well as
provide vital outreach Athletic Trainers to communities.

I believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective
level of care and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

My hope is that the proposed elimination of this board and AT licensure will be reconsidered
and the idea will be discarded.  I appreciate your time and consideration on this critically
important issue.

Thank you for your time,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     : BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <BCRCcomments@iowa.gov> <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:

 I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists in
Iowa.

I am a hearing instrument specialist in Iowa as well as a national board-certified hearing
instruments specialist who has worked in our great state for over 10 years. Our industry is
important to the people we serve and the entire community.  There is many reason why having
a HIS board is important number one is safety there are underlying medical issues that may be
causing hearing loss and if the is no oversight on the people who fit hearing aids to make sure
people are addressing those issues than that is a problem. There is also the idea of public
trust. I want to know and the public wants to know that the people taking care of them are
properly trained. If the public doesn't feel comfortable with their hearing care professionals then
they won't take care of their hearing. I believe most people will do the right thing even without
oversight from the government but it only takes one bad apple to spoil the whole batch. Please
consider the population of Iowans we are working with they are Vulnerable, and we must make
sure they are being taken care of properly.
Thank you

Sent from Mail for Windows

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 09:57:08 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; eric.giddens@legis.iowa.gov
                         <eric.giddens@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:                     

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

When you are watching your favorite sporting event at the High School level or higher, you will
more than likely see a licensed athletic trainer come on to the field whenever there is an injury.
If the Athletic Training Board is eliminated, we will go back to a time where personal trainers,
fitness trainers, or the youngest member of the coaching staff who most recently took a one
semester "Prevention and Care of Athletic Injuries" course assuming the role of this vital
healthcare provider. This would no doubt be a step back for a profession that I have dedicated
25 years of my life towards, with 15 of those years in Iowa.

* There are over 1,100 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.

* The renewal fees that ATs pay fully funds the AT Board and is not a cost to the state.

* The AT license protects the health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring that the
ATs in the state are the qualified healthcare providers that athletes in Iowa deserve.

* The AT Board evaluates our scope of practice and adapts that based on the rapidly
changing world of healthcare.  If the Board is eliminated, other healthcare providers will have
influence over our scope of practice.

* Other states, like South Carolina moved towards licensure.  Thus 49/50 states have
regulation. This action would make Iowa, like California, not requiring licensure for ATs.

* The elimination of AT licensure may reduce the willingness of graduating students to stay
in the state.  It may also lead to currently licensed ATs leaving the state.  We are already
experiencing difficulty hiring ATs across the state, this would just increase the struggle,
specifically in rural schools.

* ATs appear in the Iowa Code as licensed healthcare providers, specifically in the recent
concussion law that was signed, declaring ATs as licensed healthcare providers.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:00:18 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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Thank you for your consideration in NOT eliminating the Athletic Training Board.

Sincerely,

PS - Licensure is so important to us, that we put it with our credentials at the end of our names.
As you can see below, first after our names is the highest educational level, then LAT is for
"Licensed Athletic Trainer," and ATC is for Athletic Trainer Certified which means passing the
board exam.

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     

ect:             Respiratory licensure

The respiratory care board would like to ask a couple of questions at tomorrows hearing
regarding our licensure. I am the current president of the Iowa Society. Would it be possible for
me to be invited to the hearing tomorrow?

Thank you,

*The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. Thank you. 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     
                         

Subject:             Iowa Interior Design Examining Board - Keep intact

For the last four years, I have been working with interior designers across the state to pass SF
135. It was signed by the Governor in May of this year. This bill gives Registered Interior
Designers the ability to sign construction documents for commercial projects which DIRECTLY
impact the health safety and welfare of the public in these commercial buildings. It is extremely
important to maintain an examining board to oversee these new rights and responsibilities of
Registered Interior Designers. Subject matter experts are best equipped to handle these types
of issues.

We urge the committee to maintain the examining board as it is today, especially since it is
COST NEUTRAL

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:07:03 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT Licensure

Good morning,

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic training
healthcare professionals.

As clinicians, athletic trainers are critically important as healthcare professionals to the well-
being and safety of so many student-athletes, firefighters, physicians, warehouse workers, and
many more.  As clinicians they support a wide variety of patients and help provide high level of
care that saves these patients time and money. They are important members of the healthcare
community.

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation, allow athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increase the cost of care
of injured athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.  I
believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action, and many
lawsuits will come from it. Our healthcare system depends on strong state boards to assure
that all providers provide a safe and effective level of care, and this regulation must continue to
include Athletic Training.

Hopefully the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be discarded.  I appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important
issue.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:16:18 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; kraig.paulsen@iowa.gov
                         <kraig.paulsen@iowa.gov>; nate.ristow@governor.iowa.gov
                         <nate.ristow@governor.iowa.gov>; larry.johnson@dia.iowa.gov
                         <larry.johnson@dia.iowa.gov>; jacob.nicholson@governor.iowa.gov
                         <jacob.nicholson@governor.iowa.gov>;
                         bsloniker@siouxlandchamber.com
                         <bsloniker@siouxlandchamber.com>; david.faith@ag.iowa.gov
                         <david.faith@ag.iowa.gov>; Janice.Weiner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov>; Adam.Zabner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; Jane.Bloomingdale@legis.iowa.gov
                         <jane.bloomingdale@legis.iowa.gov>; kerry.scott@legis.iowa.gov
                         <kerry.scott@legis.iowa.gov>; Jason.Covey@legis.iowa.gov
                         <jason.covey@legis.iowa.gov>; Megan.Schlesky@legis.iowa.gov
                         <megan.schlesky@legis.iowa.gov>; Brian.Guillaume@legis.iowa.gov
                         <brian.guillaume@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:                     
                         

Subject:             Re: Iowa Interior Design Examining Board - Keep intact

Due to some inadvertant keyboard clicks, this email sent before it was finished. Please accept
my apologies and disregard my previous email.

For the last four years, I have been working with interior designers across the state to pass SF
135. It was signed by the Governor in May of this year. This bill gives Registered Interior
Designers the ability to sign construction documents for commercial projects which DIRECTLY
impact the health, safety, and welfare of the public in these commercial buildings. It is
extremely important to maintain an examining board to oversee these new rights and
responsibilities of Registered Interior Designers. Subject matter experts are best equipped to
handle these types of issues. Our professional exam administrators have no authority to
regulate the practice of the profession in local jurisdictions. This is the state's responsibility.

We urge the committee to maintain the examining board as it is today, especially since it is
COST NEUTRAL.

An ALTERNATE SOLUTION would be to MERGE the Interior Design Examining board with the
Architectural Examining board since these professions are closely related. This
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multidisciplinary board could align with the Governor's objectives and still maintain protections
for the health, safety and welfare of the public in our code impacted commercial buildings.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DON'T COMBINE OUR CHIROPRACTIC BOARD WITH OTHERS

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Most Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:19:56 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Aid Licensing Board

I am very concerned about the move to end this Board.  NO OTHER STATE IN THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA has done such a thing.  This is confounding to me why Iowa wants to
be first in the nation on this.  Oversight is the linchpin of any profession and it’s even more
important now that the demand for hearing rehabilitation only grows.

I beseech you to rethink this and don’t let us be first in the nation this!  Audiologists need
licensed hearing instrument specialists to meet the demands of any ever growing population of
hearing impaired individuals especially as the complexity of hearing rehabilitation continues to
grow.

NOTICE: This e-mail is intended only for the addressed party and may contain information that
is proprietary/confidential or otherwise protected. If you are not the named addressee, you are
not authorized to view this message. If received in error, please contact the sender and delete
the communication.
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Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         
                         

Subject:             Iowa Interior Design Examining Board

I would like to speak on September 6 about the Interior Design Examining Board.

Sincerely,
er

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:23:50 CDT
Attachments:
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Page 730 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Aid Specialists

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members,

The idea to eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists is simply not in the public’s best
interests.  (Do you have any idea how many people are referred to ENT’s because there
hearing loss was a symptom of something much greater?)

Elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:

* Lowers hearing healthcare access
* Eliminating consumer protection
* Compromised patient safety
* Tosses out hearing healthcare standards.

This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board
investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct.

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which
have been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,” which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care
professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral
authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists.
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Thank you for your attention to my concerns with eliminating the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists and I respectfully ask for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if you
would like to discuss this issue further.

Respectfully,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     kraig.paulsen@iowa.gov
                         <kraig.paulsen@iowa.gov>; larry.johnson@dia.iowa.gov
                         <larry.johnson@dia.iowa.gov>; nate.ristow@governor.iowa.gov
                         <nate.ristow@governor.iowa.gov>;
                         jacob.nicholson@governor.iowa.gov
                         <jacob.nicholson@governor.iowa.gov>;
                         bsloniker@siouxlandchamber.com
                         <bsloniker@siouxlandchamber.com>; david.faith@ag.iowa.gov
                         <david.faith@ag.iowa.gov>; Janice.Weiner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov>; Adam.Zabner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; Jane.Bloomingdale@legis.iowa.gov
                         <jane.bloomingdale@legis.iowa.gov>;
                         Jason.Schultz@legis.iowa.gov <jason.schultz@legis.iowa.gov>;
                         kerry.scott@legis.iowa.gov <kerry.scott@legis.iowa.gov>;
                         Jason.Covey@legis.iowa.gov <jason.covey@legis.iowa.gov>;
                         Megan.Schlesky@legis.iowa.gov <megan.schlesky@legis.iowa.gov>;
                         BCRCcomments@iowa.gov <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>;
                         Brian.Guillaume@legis.iowa.gov <brian.guillaume@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Interior Design Examining Board elimination

Hello,
Please see attached regarding elimination of the IDEB Interior Design Examining Board and
why it is important to maintain a regulatory board in some way.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:33:42 CDT
Attachments:     2023-09-01_Iowa BCRC recommendation-email response-MLC.pdf
                          Outlook-nutfnt5t.jpg

Bcc:

Page 735 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               2023-09-01_Iowa BCRC recommendation-email response-MLC.pdf
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 10:33:42 CDT 2023

Page 736 of 1221



Hello, 

My name is , I’m a Registered Interior Designer living and working in Iowa. I own my 

own interior design business, offering commercial and residential design services in the DSM area. I’m 

reaching out in response to the Boards & Commissions Review Committee’s August 29 recommendation 

to eliminate the Interior Design Examining Board. Registered interior design professionals directly 

impact public health, safety, and welfare, and now that Registered Interior Designers can practice 

independently in Iowa, an oversight board led by practitioners and subject matter experts will be more 

important than ever before. I urge the Committee to consider keeping some form of a regulatory board 

overseeing Registered Interior Designers. 

During the 2023 legislative session, the Iowa Legislature passed SF 135, with overwhelming bipartisan 

support, which expanded the state’s interior designer registration to include the ability to stamp and 

seal nonstructural construction plans for permitting. Registered interior designers can now practice 

independently with that title. With that capability, the potential for risk to public safety exists with it. So 

even if there was little discipline necessary for RIDs before SF 135 become law, enforcement and 

disciplinary capacity of RIDs will be more critical than ever before. Those matters are best left to subject 

matter experts and practitioners in the profession, as they are in other states. 

Please note the following.  

o With the passage of SF 135, Registered Interior Designers can now practice independently, 

therefore the need for state oversight and disciplinary capacity is paramount. Subject matter 

experts and practitioners are best equipped to handle such issues. 

o CIDQ, the national certification body, does not handle state issues of discipline or enforcement. 

Regulated states employ boards for that important function. 

o We urge the committee to maintain a subject matter expert led board overseeing the interior 

design profession, whether through maintaining the current board or merging it with the Board 

of Architects. Due to the overlap in practice between architecture and interior design, this 

framework is well positioned to handle practice issues, which is why 15 states employ this 

framework. 

 

If maintaining the Interior Design Examining Board is not an option, perhaps it can be merged with the 

Architectural Examining Board. Joint boards are utilized in 15 states in the US currently, and due to the 

overlap in practice between architects and registered interior designers, such a board would uniquely 

qualified to enforce the law and discipline those that cause harm or break it. 

Please keep a subject matter expert-led regulatory board intact for the interior design profession. Thank 

you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please Maintain Regulation of Interior Designers - Public Comment in
Response to Committee Recommendation

Hi,

Please see the attached letter of public comment in support of maintaining regulation of interior
design practitioners, pursuant to the newly passed law expanding practice rights for Registered
Interior Designers in Iowa.

If you have any questions, please contact me at learley@asid.org.  We look forward to
testifying at tomorrow’s hearing.  Thank you for your time and consideration.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:44:51 CDT
Attachments:     image001.gif
                          Public Comment in Response to BCRC Rec.pdf
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September 5, 2023 

Dear Chair and Members of the Boards & Commissions Review Committee, 

My name is ., and I write today on behalf of the American Society of Interior 

Designers (ASID) as the Associate Director of Government and Public Affairs.  I am writing today in 

response to the Boards & Commissions Review Committee (Committee) recommendation on August 

29, 2023, to eliminate the Interior Design Examining Board of Iowa.  I strongly urge the Committee to 

maintain regulation of interior designers in Iowa, by keeping an independent Interior Design 

Examining Board or by merging it with a joint disciplinary board comprised of allied professionals.  

With the bipartisan passage of Senate File (SF) 135 earlier this year, qualified practitioners known as 

Registered Interior Designers (RID) can now practice independently, meaning title holders may 

stamp and seal their own nonstructural construction documents to submit for permitting.  To enforce the 

new law and adequately monitor practitioners, maintaining state oversight of RIDs as subject matter 

experts is critical.  I understand there has been insinuation that the Council for Interior Design 

Qualification (CIDQ), which is the national certification body, could regulate RIDs in Iowa but, to 

clarify, CIDQ does not have regulatory or disciplinary capacity or authority over RIDs, thereby 

highlighting the importance of maintaining an Iowa-appointed regulatory board. 

We request the maintenance of a subject matter-led regulatory board, whether maintained as an 

independent Interior Design Examining Board or merged with another board of significant overlap of 

practice (e.g., the Architectural Examining Board) because the newly expanded practice rights for state 

registrants must be overseen by design practitioners to ensure public health, safety, and well-being 

is protected.  If maintaining the Interior Design Examining Board is not an option, perhaps it can be 

merged with a board of allied design professionals, as previously suggested; because of the overlap of 

practice, these types of joint multidisciplinary boards are employed in over a dozen U.S. states and 

would be well positioned to enforce the new law and discipline titleholders, as necessary. 

Please maintain a regulatory board for RIDs in Iowa – whether through an Interior Design 

Examining Board or a multidisciplinary board comprised of allied professionals.  Iowans and the 

public will be better for it.  Thank you for your consideration; please contact me at  

with any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Don’t eliminate our HIS board

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is , owner of . I am writing
to respectfully request that out board not be eliminated as I feel it would jeopardize the quality
of healthcare for the state and feel that once eliminated it will be impossible to reinstate it
effectively. Because of the board being in place we are held to standards that keep us part of a
health care system that is hemorrhaging providers of all types within our rural communities. We
are held together and educated by board standards that keep us acting at a level still provides
healthcare to our client/patients. We are taught to recognize medical issues and refer them to
the proper medical authority. The board is what keeps most of us in tune with medical needs
and keeps the bad actors from selling hearing aids unscrupulously to people who might just
need medical treatment.  I think it is very hasty to eliminate this very important aspect of the
chain of healthcare within our communities.  Iowa has the opportunity to showcase the
importance of every member in this healthcare community instead of paving the way for
corporations to make a few extra dollars when we lose one of the only ways we can distinguish
ourselves from a teenager selling something at Walmart.
The board certification is important and something that should not be eliminated lightly.

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:47:34 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Do Not Deregulate!!!!

I am writing in regard of the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists in
Iowa.
Deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument Specialists would open the door for anyone to
fit hearing aids—this could be catastrophic for people who really need hearing aids!!
Hearings are not just put into someone's ears & they magically help them hear better!!!
I have been an office assistant for almost 15 years & have seen the miracle & the difficulty in
fitting hearing aids.
Consequences to the people who are being fit by people who have had no training or schooling
could be
disastrous!!!
I have seen the benefits of being fit by a professional specialist & it is so wonderful to help
others hear better.
Deregulation would do more harm than good.
Please review your policy with the people who need help in mind. Helping others should be the
goal!!!
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.Gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please read my opinion, thank you

Hello,

Please see the attached letter. Thank you.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:48:15 CDT
Attachments:     Letter regarding HIS board.docx
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Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members, 

I write to you today, as a licensed hearing aid specialist and Audiologist. I provide hearing healthcare 
services to an increasingly growing population, and I wish to express my concern with the Boards and 
Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee’s August 29, 2023, recommendation to eliminate the 
Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”).  
 
The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:

Loss of licensure;
Eliminating consumer protection;
Compromised patient safety;
Allow bad actors to defraud seniors
Reduced hearing healthcare industry standards.

This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an individual’s 
application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory, regulatory, and board 
requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure consumer protections from fraud 
and abuse and educational standards that aligned with current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-
impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct. 

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as 
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing aids. Late 
2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which have been dispensed by 
licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical devices,” which must be “prescribed 
or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing 
aids require a written or oral authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device 
(C.F.R. § 801.109).

As an audiologist I feel it is incredibly important to regulate hearing instrument specialists as they do not 
possess the extensive education an audiologist is required to have, and therefore need oversight to insure 
they are doing their jobs correctly. The licensing test hearing instrument specialists are required to pass is 
an important threshold that ensures the safety of the hearing impaired population in our state. Eliminating 
this board creates too great of a risk to the hearing impaired, whom are also often elderly, and carry the 
increased risk of comorbidities such as cognitive decline, making them more susceptible to fraud. 

It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid 
Specialists.  

Thank you for your attention to my concerns with eliminating the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists and I 
respectfully ask for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss this 
issue further.   

Respectfully,  
   
Sondra Rierson, AuD, CCC-A

401
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Hearing Aid Specialist are needed

Dear Boards and Commission Review Committe members:

I,  write to you today, as a licensed hearing aid specialist who provides
hearing healthcare services to an increasingly growing population in SW Iowa, to express my
concern with the Boards and Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee's August,
recommendation to eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialist.

I have a Bachelor of Science in Speech Pathology.  I earned my degree with an emphasis in
audiology.  I graduated and moved to the state of Iowa.  I married an Iowan.  We are a farm
family.  We currently farm 3000 acres after years and years of saving, buying or renting we
have increased over the years.  My income helps our family to make ends meet.  We have a
daughter who is a hair stylist after graduating from Aveda institute,  one at Iowa State and one
who recently graduated from CHS as valedictorian who is attending SWCC.  I support local
schools by volunteering or working on committees or boards, and also offer support in sports,
music department and speech department by donating.  I support our community.

I have worked for ASI or ASIBeltone, as we merged, for 28 years.  I love my job and the
patients I help on a daily basis.  I grew up in a family where hearing loss is a hereditary issue.  I
pride myself in the care and service to patients.  I have worked hard over the years to go above
and beyond for my patients.  I provide hearing test, fit hearing aids and set up assistive
devices.  I work with my patients whenever they need.  I support them on their hearing journey.
I have been trained and educated to provide services to the hearing-impaired population.  I
have attended training after training to provide the best care.  I feel we are valued as licensed
and credentialed hearing aids dispenser.  Patients trust me to care for their ears.  I remove wax
from ears.  I walked with the patients on their journey.  I am here to support the patient.  I make
home visits for the elderly if need.  I go above and beyond.  My patients are important and
value my education and knowledge.  It's important for Iowans to have licensed providers
working with them.  We do not want to open this up for anyone to act as if they can provide
these services.  The value of being credentialed and licensed is important.  Iowans need to be
protected.  By having the licensure in place Iowans are sure to have trained professionals
working on their ears.

If not trained professionals Iowans are subjected to:
-Limited/hearing healthcare access
-Loss of Licensure

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 10:56:04 CDT
Attachments:
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-no consumer protection
-elderly safety is a risk—they can be taken advantage of
-laxed hearing healthcare industry standards

Our board works to provide the best care for Iowans.  Licensure is regulated and the
requirements of training and education are met or not renewed.  Additionally, the Board
regulates to ensure consumer protection from fraud or abuse and educational standards are
aligned with practices to provide best care for Iowa's hearing-impaired individuals.  -

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by U.S Food and Drug as eliminating the ability of
licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescriptive hearing aids.  Late 2022, the
FDA issued regulations recategorized "traditional hearing aids", which have been dispensed by
licensed hearing aid specialist for decades, as "prescriptive medical devices".  Prescriptive aids
require written or oral authorization from practitioners licensed by the law to administer the
device (C.F.R 801.109).

I provide a partnership with UHC, Aetna, Nations Hearing, Hearing Care Solutions all which
require a license and an accreditation process to provide care to Iowans.  Some individuals I
service has Iowa Medicaid.  We can help provide services to these folks who have a have 3rd
party partnership.   I currently must be accredited licensed to be approved to provide care to
these patients.  I currently service Corydon, Chariton, Osceola, Creston and surrounding
communities with hearing healthcare needs.  I work in hospital settings in some towns and
must be credentials and licensed to serve patients in those settings.   To remove our license
would eliminate this value and would eliminate the services provided to Iowans who are
already limited to services.  Please do not remove our license.  Iowans need the safety the
license provides for patient care..

Respectfully

ASI Audiology - Hearing Healthcare in Iowa
ASI Audiology provides hearing healthcare to those with hearing loss in Iowa. We have the
lowest prices on the best hearing aids. Call 1.800.458.4413 to make an appointment today!
www.asiaudiology.com
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             changes to chiropractic board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my expert comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates issues that impact public safety.
It would dilute the expertise of the board decision makers to deal with cases. Would tax
volunteers to require additional meetings and hearings for different professions. The
Chiropractic board is already struggling to get adequate investigations completed in a timely
manner and this will only exacerbate the problem.

Iowa's Chiropractic Board is one of only 2 states in the nation where they are unable to
participate in the Federation of Chiropractic Licensing Boards due to lack of funding. Frankly
speaking it's embarrassing that Iowa is so far behind the rest of the country.

I ask that you leave the Chiropractic Board "as is" and request sufficient funding so that Iowa
doesn't fall further behind.

Sincerely,

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information transmitted in this message is intended only for
the person(s) or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or legally
privileged material. Delivery of this information to any person other than the intended recipient
(s) is not intended in any way to waive privilege or confidentiality. Any review, transmission,
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dissemination or other use of, or taking any action in reliance upon this information by entities
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this information and you
are not a named recipient, please notify me, delete the information from any computer and
destroy all copies.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

To The Boards and Commissions Review Committee (BCRC)

I am reaching out with significant concern for Athletic training in Iowa.  The proposed
abolishment of the Iowa board of Athletic Training would be a huge mistake for healthcare in
Iowa. I work with athletic trainers (ATs) every day in clinic, in the athletic training rooms and on
the athletic fields/courts.  I am the Head Team Physician for the University of Iowa athletics
team and also provide medical oversight for Iowa City West High School.  ATs are absolutely
crucial and integral to the health and safety of our youth athletes in the high school and college
setting.  ATs specialize in dealing with urgent medical situations in sports but also in unique
settings such as factories and the military.  ATs require graduate medical training and 47 states
and DC require AT licensure, and athletic training is a nationally recognized (AMA and HHS)
health care profession.  This licensure is crucial for maintaining appropriate training and scope
of practice.  We already have a relative shortage of ATs in our state.  Losing our state licensure
and oversight would make hiring ATs here even more challenging.  This would affect all local
high schools, colleges of all levels, many work place health systems, athletic training
educational programs at U of Iowa and elsewhere, orthopaedic and other medical clinics, and
many other venues.

I cannot support what the Iowa Board of Athletic Training does enough.  It is absolutely vital to
the health and safety of patients and athletes across the state.  It’s elimination would be an
absolute disaster and travesty.  I hope the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training is
averted and reconsidered.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 11:02:40 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.Gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             FW: Hearing Instrument Specialist Deregulation - High Importance

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 10:48 AM
To: 
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Subject: RE: Hearing Instrument Specialist Deregulation - High Importance

Thank you! Done.
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From: 
Sent: Friday, September 1, 2023 10:00 AM
To:
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Subject: Hearing Instrument Specialist Deregulation - High Importance
Importance: High

Attached is a sample letter you can use.

Please email your letters to BCRCcomments@iowa.Gov

President-Iowa Hearing Association

“Dream Big, Make Plans, Smash Goals!’’
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             I support Athletic Trainers

I am writing this in support of Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa. Currently, 49 of the 50
states have regulation of the Athletic Training profession. To no longer require licensure would
be to take a step backwards. I have worked in health care for over 20 years... Athletic Trainers
by far should be the primary caregiver when it comes to immediate recognition and treatment
of concussion. I have even had an athlete come back and credit me for "saving my life" when I
managed to treat a concussion appropriately after being given different recommendations from
other "licensed healthcare providers" Likewise, my experience has shown me that we are
leaders, even among paramedics and emergency room staff when it comes to removal of
football equipment in the case of emergency. Attracting and keeping athletic trainers in the
state of Iowa should be of paramount importance. Often, especially in areas where it is hard to
get an appointment with a primary care provider or when a student athlete is un- or under
insured, the athletic trainer is the first line of health care. These students deserve to have
someone in their corner who have met standards of education, certification, and continuing
education. Lack of licensure may make it more difficult to keep Athletic Trainers in the state.
This may as a result keep students from accessing care that they deserve and overload an
already strapped healthcare system.
In the past year, there have been two very high profile cases of athletes whose lives have been
saved by the actions of Athletic Trainers: Damar Hamlin, and Bronny James. Don't all of our
children deserve that care?? Moving away from licensure would allow anyone to "act" as an
Athletic Trainer without the government oversight. As a licensed Athletic Trainer, I pay annual
renewal fees. The fees that Athletic Trainers pay, fully funds the Athletic Training board and is
not a cost to the state.

Respectfully submitted,

Please be aware, any e-mail transmissions can be intercepted or misdirected. Consider
communicating any sensitive information by My Chart, telephone, fax, or mail. This email
communication may contain privileged and confidential information, including patient
information protected by federal and state privacy laws. If you have received this transmission
in error, please notify us immediately by calling 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

1st September 2023

My Name is  and I am writing to you about the Boards and Commissions Review
Committee’s recommendation to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training in Iowa. I am strongly
opposed to this elimination and implore you to do everything you can to keep this from
happening.

Athletic trainers are allied healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. Eliminating the board of athletic trainers would put the
health and wellbeing of countless individuals at risk. Elimination of the board will affect the
1,129 licensed athletic trainers practicing in the state of Iowa, including myself. I work as the
Athletic Trainer at Ballard Community Schools, where I provide care for hundreds of student
athletes. The safety and well being of these student athletes is my top priority. The health and
safety of students across the state should not be put at risk with the elimination of the Board of
Athletic Training.

If student safety is not enough of a reason, every state and Washington D.C require licensure
for ATs, except for Hawaii (which requires registration) and California (who has pending
legislation). AT’s provide medical services to all types of patients across the United States. In
addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing
arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces. There is no expense
associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs pay to renew their license
cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the black each year.
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I hope you can see the benefit to keeping the Board of Athletic Training.

Sincerely,

 s

--
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From:                 
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposed elimination of Athletic Training Board

I am writing you as an Iowan and an athletic trainer, who is licensed in the state of Iowa.  This
proposed removal of the Athletic Training licensure board is a step backwards in public
protection, as well as a protection of a profession that works in many different settings but
namely, in a secondary school setting.
I am currently employed as an outreach, athletic trainer that services a large high school in the
state. As part of my role in the secondary school, being a licensed healthcare provider is a
Frontline Provider for identification and care of concussions. The student population in my
district is ever growing, whereas they do not have employer funded healthcare, but rather state
aid. Due to the current state of Iowa concussion law, the students would need to be referred to
external licensed healthcare providers every time any injury is suspected, thus increasing the
burden of healthcare costs on the state. Currently I do not work alone but with a healthcare
team to provide care to my patient population. With licensure this provides public protection
that the professionals who state they are licensed are in fact licensed. The licensed individuals
are able to remove as well as take the responsibility to return an athlete if safe. We stand alone
and put the wellbeing of of patients first, not the score or whether the player is needed for a
win, but what is safest for this patient.
This is a sense of pride that I have this protection from others and that I willingly want to
provide the best product for my patients and expect someone else is working within our scope
of practice.

Iowa is currently one of 49 states plus Washington DC who have licensure. California is
working on regulations for licensing and have come very close in past sessions.
Licensure protects others from traveling into the state harming our citizens and leaving. This
also helps those who travel in and out of border cities to provide services, spending tax dollars
and helping to creat events, sport and or non-traditional job settings.
This move to remove a licensure board is not saving money as the board is self funded by
those who are licensed. This puts undue risk on the public for no reason other than political
reasons.
Do better, please for the sake of our students and public at large. Do not move to remove a self
funding licensure board that is there to protect the public.

Thank you
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             State of Iowa Athletic Training License

I am emailing as an Athletic Trainer on behalf of all Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa. Below
are some important facts about Athletic Training and the importance of its licensure and
regulation.

*
There are over 1,100 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.

*
The renewal fees that ATs pay fully funds the AT Board and is not a cost to the state.

*
The AT license protects the health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring that the

ATs in the state are the qualified healthcare providers that athletes in Iowa deserve.
*

The AT Board evaluates our scope of practice and adapts that based on the rapidly
changing world of healthcare.  If the Board is eliminated, other healthcare providers will have
influence over our scope of practice.
*

Other states, like South Carolina moved towards licensure.  Thus 49/50 states have
regulation. This action would make Iowa, like California, not requiring licensure for ATs.
*

The elimination of AT licensure may reduce the willingness of graduating students to stay
in the state.  It may also lead to currently licensed ATs leaving the state.  We are already
experiencing difficulty hiring ATs across the state, this would just increase the struggle,
specifically in rural schools.
*

ATs appear in the Iowa Code as licensed healthcare providers, specifically in the recent
concussion law that was signed, declaring ATs as licensed healthcare providers.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     John Cacciatore
                         <john.cacciatore@policyworksllc.com>

ect:             State’s Boards and Commissions Review Committee

Hello,

Requesting to have written communication presented to the State’s Boards and Commissions
Review Committee.

Contact: 

Representing: IPOPA (Iowa Prosthetics, Orthotics and Pedorthics Association)

Board: Podiatry

Written Comment: Maintaining the representation of O&P on their licensing board is necessary
due to the unique training required to obtain a license and produce unique custom-fitted
products that help Iowans maintain their quality of life and participate fully in the workforce.
The current Podiatry Board process works, why change it?  IPOPA is concerned merging the
Podiatry Board into another board will dilute the representation of O&P. The O&P field has a
substantial overlap with Podiatry as the patients we are serving revolve around the lower
extremity, including feet. We request that the committee reach out to stakeholders like IPOPA
to discuss what is being considered and receive direct feedback about the possible
ramifications and outcomes from those in the field providing the services.

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training in Iowa

To whom it may concern,

As one of the over 1000 Athletic Trainers in our state, I cannot stress the importance of
maintaining our regulating bodies in order to insure the protection of the Athletes in our State.
Reducing or eliminating regulation will lead to the reversion of Athletic Training practice in our
state to the previous climate of Athletic Training where literally anyone could serve as the
"Athletic Trainer" at their place of employment as that employer saw fit.

Athletic Training is a healthcare profession and we ATs are responsible for the health and
wellbeing of a specific population.  One must obtain an advanced degree from and Accredited
Institution with very specific coursework and hundreds of hours of clinical training in order to
become eligible for Board testing at a National level.  We have national regulation via this
national board exam to initially become credentialed to practice but, as you know in many other
areas for professional organizations, it is the States that are ultimately responsible for the
adherence to and maintenance of educational competency via Licensure and Board regulation.
We must have a standard of practice and system of vetting applicants or current licensees, or
we will be headed to the unregulated randomness as seen in, and only in, the State of
California which does not regulate Athletic Training at the State level.

I fully understand the streamlining and reduction of governmental burden in some areas and
that the task of the Boards and Commissions Review is great but reduction for a profession
that provides healthcare to the athletes in the state (in many instances the youth) cannot be
part of this.  Additionally, this proposed reduction will not affect cost-saving measures as the
Board of Athletic Training operates without funding from the State as the members are
volunteers and they do meet virtually.

I urge you to support our efforts to maintain our Licensure and Board as is, without
modification.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 11:22:52 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Fwd: HIS Deregulation Rebuttal

President-Iowa Hearing Association

“Dream Big, Make Plans, Smash Goals!’’

Begin forwarded message:

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 11:24:07 CDT
Attachments:     HIS Deregulation Rebutal.pdf

Bcc:
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From: 
Date: September 5, 2023 at 10:31:58 AM CDT
To:

Subject: HIS Deregulation Rebuttal

Thank you,
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09/01/2023

To whom it may concern,

I am writing this letter in regards to the possibility of deregulation of liscensing for hearing

instrument specialists here in Iowa. I am a Patient Care Coordinator here in my company

meaning I take care of issues not involing the hearing aids. I see first hand how much more

benificial it is for patients to have regular set appointment’s with a professional that knows how

to get them what they need as well as be as comfortable as possible. The deregulation of

liscensing here in Iowa would make it extremely difficult for the elderly population to receive

the help that I truely believe that they need, there are plenty of over the counter hearing aid

vendors that give technology out with no direction, no follow up ect. The specialist can help

discover underlying conditions and send patients to the corect places to make sure they are

taking care of things that would otherwise go un noticed. As of now our specialist that are

liscensed here in Iowa are the few people that sell what is classified as a “Prescription” hearing

aid meaning it is fit specially for the patients specific hearing loss leading to better and more

useful results. I believe that overall there is a extremely superior benefit to there being a

separation between anybody and someone who specialises, proven by a test that they are the

best at what they do. With this, please take our thought into account when making this decision

for it is not one to be made lightly.

HIS Deregulation Rebutal.pdf for Printed Item: 468 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training Concern

To Whom It May Concern:

First off, thank for your time reading my email and hearing out my concern. As a lifelong
community member of southwest Iowa this topic is very concerning. As I hope most of you
know that athletic trainers have finally started to make it to communities and school in our rural
area. I am an athletic trainer that lives in Clarinda and I help provide medical coverage to area
athletes via the school and at Pella Corporation. I truly hope you have the opportunity to hear
us, as athletic trainers, out and see the importance of having a board that provides scope of
practice guidance and protects the public from untrained person.

As a member of IATS, we received notice from our lobbyists today that the state of Iowa has
been reviewing the 500+ licensure boards in the state and in an attempt to reduce "government
spending and oversight" have recommended that the Athletic Training Licensure Board be
eliminated. The reasoning for this, in the past 5 years there have been only 2 complaints
before the board. Other reasons given were:

"That there did not seem to be a need for the state to regulate ATs. They also stated that most
ATs are imply employed by the schools that would determine the 80s viability instead of a
licensing system. When asked who would determine and protect our scope of practice and the
director stated that other professionals would help with that. We explained that professions
overlap with scope practice and that scope was determined by license, education and training,
not other professions.”

Athletic Training is a healthcare profession and we ATs are responsible for the health and
wellbeing of a specific population.  One must obtain an advanced degree from and Accredited
Institution with very specific coursework and hundreds of hours of clinical training in order to
become eligible for Board testing at a National level.  We have national regulation via this
national board exam to initially become credentialed to practice but, as you know in many other
areas for professional organizations, it is the States that are ultimately responsible for the

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 11:24:15 CDT
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adherence to and maintenance of educational competency via Licensure and Board regulation.
We must have a standard of practice and system of vetting applicants or current licensees, or
we will be headed to the unregulated randomness as seen in, and only in, the State of
California which does not regulate Athletic Training at the State level.

I fully understand the streamlining and reduction of governmental burden in some areas and
that the task of the Boards and Commissions Review is great but reduction for a profession
that provides healthcare to the athletes in the state (in many instances the youth) cannot be
part of this.  Additionally, this proposed reduction will not affect cost-saving measures as the
Board of Athletic Training operates without funding from the State as the members are
volunteers and they do meet virtually.

I beg for your support with our efforts to maintain our Licensure and Board as is, without
modification.

--

Thank you,

"We are dedicated to providing health and wellness to our communities with Compassionate,
Respectful, Holistic, and Collaborative care."

Privileged/Confidential Information may be contained in this message. If you are not the
addressee indicated in this message (or responsible for delivery of the message to such
person), you may not copy or deliver this message to anyone. In such case, you should
destroy this message and kindly notify the sender by reply email. Please advise immediately if
you or your employer do not consent to Internet email for messages of this kind. Opinions,
conclusions and other information in this message that do not relate to the official business of
Clarinda Regional Health Center shall be understood as neither given nor endorsed by it.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to elimination of Iowa AT Board

Good morning.  Please accept the attached letter sent on behalf of the NSATA and NSATA
President Denise Marshall.  This letter opposes the proposed elimination of the Iowa Athletic
Training Board.

Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information.

Sincerely:

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 11:27:55 CDT
Attachments:     NSATA Opposition of Iowa Eliminating AT Board .pdf

Bcc:
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Web: www.NSATA.org | E-mail: nsata@NSATA.org | Facebook: www.facebook.com/NSATA | Twitter: @NSATA 

September 3, 2023 

To Whom it May Concern: 

The Nebraska State Athletic Trainers’ Association (NSATA) appreciates the opportunity to submit this letter in 

opposition to eliminating the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.  As a Professional Association in a bordering state, 

we feel that eliminating this Board could negatively impact our members who hold licenses and practice Athletic 

Training in both states.  Further, we feel that elimination of this Board bears significant ramifications to public 

safety and is in direct conflict with the departments stated vision of protecting the health of the individuals, 

families, and communities within Iowa.  We would encourage the Boards and Commissions Review Committee 

to reexamine and reconsider their recommendation and ensure that the licensing process for Athletic Trainers in 

the state of Iowa remains unchanged, and that the Iowa Board of Athletic Training continues as is.  

Athletic Trainers are health care professionals who, in accordance with the Iowa Athletic Training Practice Act, 

provide services consistent with their professional preparation and education under the direction of a licensed 

physician.  Licensure and the work of the Board ensures a process through which licensees must demonstrate 

initial and ongoing professional preparation and education to provide athletic training services.  In doing this, it 

also provides the public with the confidence that those who are calling themselves Athletic Trainers and 

providing athletic training services have participated in a requisite process verifying the qualifications required 

to hold the title of Athletic Trainer.       

In closing, we would reiterate our opposition to eliminating the Board of Athletic Training.  While we can 

appreciate and understand the intent of this exercise by the Boards and Commissions Review Committee, we 

cannot support an act which jeopardizes the health and safety of athletes by eliminating the process which is 

designed to promote consistency in the vetting and oversight for applicants and credential holders.   

Sincerely: 

 
 

 

NSATA Opposition of Iowa Eliminating AT Board .pdf for Printed Item: 471 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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From:                 
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Hearings Specialists

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members,

I write to you today, as an office manager for licensed hearing aid specialists who provide
hearing healthcare services to an increasingly growing population, to express my concern with
the Boards and Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee’s August 29, 2023,
recommendation to eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the
Board”).

The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:

· Limiting/ lowering hearing healthcare access;

· Loss of licensure;

· Eliminating consumer protection;

· Compromised patient safety;

· Individual complacency;

· Reducing competition; and

· Laxed hearing healthcare industry standards.

This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
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consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board
investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct.

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which
have been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,” which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care
professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral
authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

On a more personal note, I myself have been a hearing aid user for about ten years now. I
have had a hearing loss for most of my adult life but was unaware of this until I decided to have
my hearing tested and was fit at the age of 42 by a licensed hearing aid specialist with hearing
aids. My hearing loss is very unique. It is what we call a "cookie bite". With this type of
sensorineural hearing loss that affects my ability to hear in the mid-range frequency. On the
audiogram, it looks like the shape of a U thus giving the name "cookie bite".  With this type of
hearing loss, the programming of my hearing aids was done by a hearing instrument specialist.
This type of loss could not be helped by just wearing a pair of OTC hearing that I could buy and
use without the uniqueness of programming. Programming done by a licensed professional is
so important when fitting people with hearing aids. There are so many things that come into
play when a person is diagnosed with a loss. Not just anyone could do the programming. If you
were licensed and trained, you would have the knowledge needed to accomplish this task in a
professional manner for a loss like mine. Everyone's hearing is different and no one hears the
same as the other person.  Maintaining knowledge, training, and professional trainings with our
hearing aid companies is vital to give patients the opportunity to get what they are paying for.
With all that new technology out there to help the patient deal with their loss, why would you
compromise the training of people to teach patients the facts about what they are wearing and
all the possibilities for them to have a better life that involves communication.
If I were not fit with hearing aids properly ten years ago, I would not be able to hear birds sing,
the blinker of my car, sirens, people talk on the phone and in other situations. I believe this
plays a part in someone's personal safety also. How could you possibly short someone's own
safety?
I would want the best for the patients that we work with as that is our goal within our office.
Trainings and maintaining knowledge of hearing and the new technology that is out there,
should be a requirement of each person who is to fit patients with hearing aids. It is the upmost
important part of our business. You wouldn't want to give our patients anything but that.

Please keep hearing healthcare licensing a part of Iowa's responsibility to the patients with a
hearing loss. It is for their safety and well-being.

Thank you for your time,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Athletic Training Licensure

Good Morning,

My name is , and I am a resident of Iowa City, IA. I have been an athletic trainer
with the Iowa Football team for the past 8 years. I have a young growing family and hope that
my kids can someday participate in sports with the presence of a licensed athletic trainer.
Licensed athletic trainers and their training are crucial for the safety athletes of all ages.

I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state and
particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. I cannot begin to
state how alarming this is for the safety of athletes in this state. Athletic trainers play a vital role
in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily. The presence of athletic
trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a licensed healthcare provider to prevent,
evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency occurs, athletic trainers
are present to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an emergency action
plan/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being such an important
and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat head injuries
accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

There are many stories of the importance of athletic trainers, too many for this one email, but I
will share a few. , who graduated from Pleasant Valley High School and
played football at Iowa, was working out in Bettendorf and collapsed. An athletic trainer’s quick
and effective response to his cardiac issue is why he is still alive today. Last year, athletic
trainers at two different high schools in Iowa accurately diagnosed internal organ damage and
saved their athlete’s lives. Athletic trainers at a university in Iowa saved the life of a basketball
manager during practice a few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last year by
properly treating a cervical spine injury. I could go on and on with more stories. In each case
you needed a licensed healthcare professional there, on site, to have a positive outcome.
Having to call medical help or having someone without the right qualifications present could
have led to a poor outcome. Athletic trainers are the professionals that are trained to be on site
and take care of these injuries.
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If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools who are
hiring athletic trainers determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less
safe.

Additionally, by removing the licensure system from our state, we would rely only on the Board
of Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
exam is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates for basic knowledge and
skill, a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure continuing education is
necessary for public protection as best practices will naturally evolve over an athletic trainer’s
career.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession of athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill that would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

Thank you,

Confidentiality Notice:
This e-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act,
18 U. S. C. Sections 2510-2521, is confidential and is legally privileged. The information
included in this e-mail and any attachment is intended only for the personal and confidential
use of the individual or entity to which they are addressed. If you as the reader are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error
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and that any retention, review, use or distribution of this communication or the information
contained in it is strictly prohibited.  If you received this e-mail in error, destroy it immediately
and please notify the sender of this message.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialist in
Iow

 I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialist in
Iowa. Last year we fit over 4000 Iowans with hearing aids from licensed trained professionals.

There are countless reasons why the de regulation of our profession is a terrible idea. We fit
prescriptive medical devices that require extensive training and licensing to be able to fit
patients properly and effectively. In the course of our work, we are trained to discover
underlying medical conditions that can be medically serious that require the intervention of a
doctor or ENT. These conditions can be something as simple as impacted earwax, or
something more significant like brain tumors. Untrained and unlicensed individuals have no
ability to recognize these serious, underlying medical conditions, and these patients would go
untreated, and could have a very significant impact on their health.

Last October the FDA approved over the counter hearing aids. They develop two
classifications of hearing aids. Over-the-counter hearing aids require no hearing test no
evaluation and are not seen by a licensed professional. The other class of hearing aids are
referred to as prescription hearing aids. Prescription, hearing aids are required to be fit a
licensed professional. This would eliminate the entire category of prescription hearing aids with
deregulation. Prior to the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids there were many surveys
done throughout the industry to evaluate the public‘s perception of the need of a license
professional to fit and treat the hearing loss properly. In countless studies up to 96% of
individuals acknowledged the importance of the interaction with a licensed hearing care
professional to properly treat their hearing loss.

Since the launch of over-the-counter hearing aids, our business is actually up by over 20%.
Over-the-counter hearing aids have had no impact whatsoever on the hearing aid industry. I
believe this solidifies the understanding and the need for licensed trained professionals to treat
the patients properly and effectively.

Deregulation of licensing for hearing instrument specialist would open the door for anyone to fit
the unknowing and vulnerable, predominantly, senior population. The outcomes of these
fittings would be very poor and the consequences to the patients would be astronomical. If a
person tries hearing aids and is unsuccessful with them statistically they wait 5 to 7 years to try
hearing aids again. In the course of that time the hearing loss can become so great that
hearing aids even at a premium level are                  ineffective. Recent studies have shown
that untreated hearing loss has a significantly higher chance of developing Alzheimer’s and
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dementia. There are higher risks of falling, social  isolation, and depression for those with
untreated, hearing loss.

The International Hearing Society administers the license exam for hearing instrument
specialist in 40 states. There is significant training and learning involved to be able to pass the
international license exam. The  exam is designed to prove total competency to be be able to
safely and effectively work in our profession. Even with this extensive training the first time
pass rate of the exam is only 60%. So even properly trained individuals require a great deal of
time to be able prove competency. What would an individual with no training whatsoever be
able to do for an unsuspecting person in need of proper hearing healthcare?

There are many other reasons why eliminating the hearing instrument specialist board is a very
poor idea for the interest of thousands of Iowans. Please take this into consideration, thank
you.

Thank you,
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist's Board Comment from a BC-HIS

To whom it may concern,

I am a Hearing Instrument Specialist and have been for almost a decade. I receive immense
joy from helping patients hear what they have been missing. I have a large patient database
that has very few options to choose from if they were to only go to an Audiologist. We live in
the Waterloo/Cedar Falls area. There are long waits to get into an ENT and/or audiologist. As a
matter of fact, we currently are receiving patients from an ENT office because they are short-
staffed.

Hearing Instrument Specialist play an important role in the hearing society. In my experience,
many Audiologists did not go to school to graduate and work in  hearing aid clinic. They wanted
to work in a hospital or family practice. They did not want to work for a company with set
targets, and professional goals to fit more patients in hearing aids. This is where Hearing
Instrument Specialists can help. They understand what work environment they will be in from
the start.

In conclusion, I feel that Hearing Instrument Specialists, working in conjunction with
Audiologists, can help more patients hear their families and friends with less wait time and
greater reach.

If you have any other questions or need additional comments, please feel free to contact me.

audibel.com | audibelpro.com | map | email
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NOTICE: This e-mail is intended only for the addressed party and may contain information that
is proprietary/confidential or otherwise protected. If you are not the named addressee, you are
not authorized to view this message. If received in error, please contact the sender and delete
the communication.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Dietetics

My name is . I am a registered and licensed dietitian, and writing to let you know
that I strongly disagree with the elimination of the Board of Dietetics and our licensure. The
Board has always been self-funded, meaning no tax dollars are involved; it is not vacant; and
the Board already meets recommendations 3 (virtual or hybrid options), 4 (convene only as
needed), 6 (compensating members), and 8 (clear licensing standards) released in the Boards
& Commissions Review Committee report.

The Board of Dietetics exists to protect Iowa citizens from unethical, harmful nutrition care.
Similar to other healthcare professions, becoming a dietitian involves completing a rigorous,
evidence-based curriculum and supervised internship, passing a qualification exam, and taking
yearly continuing education.

Licensure is particularly important in the context of medical nutrition therapy, which is
specialized nutrition care seen in hospitals, clinics, long-term care, and private practice.
Through MNT, dietitians manage various medical conditions: diabetes, kidney disease,
malnutrition, GI disorders, and nutrition support through feeding tubes or IV; as well as
providing nutritional guidance within the setting of surgeries, drugs or treatments. This is just a
partial list.

Further, the livelihood of many Iowa dietitians depends on their services being reimbursed by
payers who require that healthcare professionals be licensed in order to receive
reimbursement. It is in Iowa law that MNT and therapeutic diets MUST be provided by licensed
and registered dietitians in order to receive insurance payment.

On a national level, the Academy is working to streamline licensure by introducing an interstate
compact. We strongly support this effort as it would significantly ease the burden of Iowa
dietitians needing to be licensed in multiple states; and, with the increase of telehealth,
broadens the income opportunities of dietitians.The Compact would also support active duty
military and their spouses. We need to retain licensure in order to hold Compact privilege.

Our request:
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1. Retain the Iowa Board of Dietetics.

2. Retain licensure of registered dietitians and dietitian technicians, registered.

Nutritionally,
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Fw: Athletic Trainer licensure

  _____

From: 
Sent: Sunday, September 3, 2023 11:21 AM
To: 
Subject: Athletic Trainer licensure

You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of BVU. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello, I am a certified/licensed Paramedic with Critical Care Paramedic endorsement. I am
writing in regards to imploring  you and the state to keep licensure for Athletic trainers in the
state of Iowa. It is vital that AT's have this. It like EMT/Paramedics and others in the medical
profession having licensure. It aids in oversight of the profession, and provides a basis for
standardized competency and education needed to maintain the knowledge they've learned. It
also provides that they are able to practice when they cross state lines when those that work
for sports teams when they travel. Thank you for your time in this matter...
Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             IOWA HEARING ASSOCIATION DEREGULATION

I am writing in opposition to the deregulation of licensing for Hearing Instrument specialist in
Iowa. I have been licensed in Iowa for the last 2 years. I work for the largest employer of
hearing instrument specialist in Iowa with 41 hearing specialist. Last year we fit over 4000
Iowans with hearing aids from licensed trained professionals.

There are countless reasons why the de regulation of our profession is a terrible idea. We fit
prescriptive medical devices that require extensive training and licensing to be able to fit
patients properly and effectively. In the course of our work, we are trained to discover
underlying medical conditions that can be medically serious that require the intervention of a
doctor or ENT. These conditions can be something as simple as impacted earwax, or
something more significant like brain tumors. Untrained and unlicensed individuals have no
ability to recognize these serious, underlying medical conditions, and these patients would go
untreated, and could have a very significant impact on their health.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT Licensure in Iowa

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing regarding the proposed license elimination for athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.
Please note the following:

* There are over 1,100 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.
* The renewal fees that ATs pay fully funds the AT Board and is not a cost to the state.
* The AT license protects the health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring that the
ATs in the state are the qualified healthcare providers that athletes in Iowa deserve.
* The AT Board evaluates our scope of practice and adapts that based on the rapidly
changing world of healthcare.  If the Board is eliminated, other healthcare providers will have
influence over our scope of practice.
* Other states, like South Carolina moved towards licensure.  Thus 49/50 states have
regulation. This action would make Iowa, like California, not requiring licensure for ATs.
* The elimination of AT licensure may reduce the willingness of graduating students to stay
in the state.  It may also lead to currently licensed ATs leaving the state.  We are already
experiencing difficulty hiring ATs across the state, this would just increase the struggle,
specifically in rural schools.
* ATs appear in the Iowa Code as licensed healthcare providers, specifically in the recent
concussion law that was signed, declaring ATs as licensed healthcare providers.

Please keep practice standards in place to ensure the right people are caring for our athletes.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 11:54:49 CDT
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Be brave. Be curious. Be kind.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Aid Dispensing license

TO Whom it May Concern:

I have been in this industry for 12 years and love my job and my patients. I also know what I
am doing due to the time I have been in the industry and my continuing education. If this
license is revoked a lot of people would be out of hearing aid technology help which would lead
people to not being happy with hearing aids or hearing aid technology. In my 12 plus years I
have found that hearing aids can not be just fit over the counter for a proper fit and
prescription. Patients need direction and help with everything. Please continue keeping the
Hearing Aid Dispensing License on our Iowa licenses.

Thank you for your time

Sent from Mail for Windows

NOTICE: This e-mail is intended only for the addressed party and may contain information that
is proprietary/confidential or otherwise protected. If you are not the named addressee, you are
not authorized to view this message. If received in error, please contact the sender and delete
the communication.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     dawn.driscoll@legis.iowa.gov
                         <dawn.driscoll@legis.iowa.gov>

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Board

To Whom It May Concern,

I have been made aware that the state of Iowa is considering eliminating the Athletic Training
Licensure Board.  I felt it imperative that I email about my concerns.  This would be a huge
problem for not only athletic trainers in the state of Iowa, but also the student-athletes we
serve.  It is my opinion that the state of Iowa is already behind when it comes to high school
athlete safety, removing the Athletic Training Licensure Board would put us even further
behind.

First, our athletic training licensing dues pay for the board, so for that reason alone it should
not be eliminated.  The fact that there have only been two complaints in front of the board in
the last five years is amazing!  That is something that athletic trainers and the state of Iowa
should be very proud of! It is not a reason to get rid of the licensure board.

I am a high school outreach athletic trainer that is employed by a hospital. I do not know any
high school athletic trainers that are employed directly by a school district.  I work directly with
our directing physician; however, it should not be his responsibility to determine my scope of
practice.  The athletic trainers employed by the hospital should not be an additional burden to
the directing physician or the other physicians by way of them deciding what we can and
cannot do. Does that mean that the scope of practice would be different for every athletic
trainer based on their directing physician? This is something that needs to be governed so it is
the same for every athletic trainer in the state.

This will also greatly harm student-athletes.  Without a licensure board, people can pose and
work as athletic trainers without any disciplinary action. This is not safe for student-athletes.
Does this person have on field emergency management training? Are they aware of the school’
s emergency action plan? Do they have training and education in concussion identification and
management? Do they have any medical education at all? Do you want someone that has no

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 12:02:35 CDT
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clue what they are doing being the one on the field taking care of your child?

Being an athletic trainer is a lot more than taking care of bloody noses and taping ankles. It
seems to me that whoever wants to eliminate the board is unaware of that, and to be frank, it is
very insulting. Eliminating the licensing board would in turn eventually eliminate the majority of
athletic trainers in the state of Iowa. We want to be protected. We want to know that the other
person on the sideline with a med kit is also an athletic trainer and not someone that doesn’t
have the same level of education and training.

Please protect the student-athletes of Iowa. Please protect the athletic trainers in Iowa. Please
do the right thing and keep our licensing board in place.

Thank you,

Confidentiality Notice:

This email message, including any attachments is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original message.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainers

To whom it may concern:

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic training
healthcare professionals.;

Athletic trainers as clinicians and the Masters training program in Athletic training are critically
important to the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation.  As clinicians they support our
faculty in care delivery and provide primary care to injured athletes on the field, sideline and in
the training room.  They are important members of our musculoskeletal healthcare system.
Educationally our three Athletic training faculty run an outstanding Master’s Program that
produces highly skilled graduates on a yearly basis.  They are integral members of our faculty
and their program fits well with the other educational programs in our department and in the
College of Medicine.

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation, allow athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increase the cost of care
of injured athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.  I
believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective
level of care and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

Hopefully the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be discarded.  I appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important
issue.
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This message is confidential, intended only for the named recipient(s) and may contain
information that is privileged or exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  Any patient
health information must be delivered immediately to intended recipients(s).   If you are not the
intended recipient(s), you are notified that the dissemination, distribution or copying of this
message is strictly prohibited.  If you receive this message in error, or are not the named
recipient(s), please notify the sender at either the e-mail address or telephone number above
and discard this e-mail.  Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

To whom it may concern,
As a certified and licensed athletic trainer I was shocked to hear of the proposal to cut the
Board of Athletic Training from the state of Iowa.  Today, more than ever, athletic trainers are
in the news involving the health, wellbeing, and safety of our athletes.  Athletic Trainers have
undergone extensive training and are essential health care providers.  We see athletes and
active individuals in all aspects of life, in the community, and in their job settings.  Athletic
Trainers have been in the national spotlight lately for saving lives, such as Damar Hamling and
Bronny James. We are trained in emergency care and are on site at many athletic events.  We
are also available to provide medical evaluations, treatment plans, and rehabilitation exercises.
It is appalling to me that we would even consider removing the licensure that protects the
public and lets the public know that athletic trainers are properly trained and have engaged in
ongoing continuing education.  How will we protect our children, as well as adults, from being
treated by untrained individuals?  Wouldn't you want to know that the individual treating you
has the proper training, especially when your life depends on it?  Athletic Trainers also help
develop policies to keep our athletes safe, such as concussion protocols and practicing in the
heat.  This is a matter of safety that cannot be ignored.  I hope that you will see the only
reasonable side here and maintain the Board of Athletic Training and the licensure requirement
in the state of Iowa.

--
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Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 821 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Board Elimination

To whom it may concern,

I would like to raise my concerns about the state’s consideration of eliminating the athletic
training license. I understand this has been taken into consideration to lower costs and
government oversight. While the state has cited that there have only been two complaints in
five years as grounds for eliminating the need for the athletic training license, however, I
believe that is evidence as to why the license is necessary. Requiring athletic trainers to be
licensed has insured the only qualified and competent individuals are working with our youth.
Governor Reynolds and other Iowa politicians and representatives have made it their goal is to
“protect our youth”, and this motion to eliminate the AT license would put student athletes at
risk. I believe that the safety of our youth should not be put at risk as a means to make the
bottom line.

Licensed athletic trainers complete continuing education that improve and refresh their skills.
Just as we required nurses, doctors, and other medical professionals to complete continuing
education, we should ensure that all athletic trainers are licensed and completing continuing
education. We require coaches, teachers, substitutes, and other individuals who have direct
contact with our youth to be licensed and complete continuing education. Allowing unlicensed
athletic trainers to work with children would put the athletes’ safety at risk.

I urge you not to eliminate the athletic training license.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Hearing Instrument Specialists

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members,

  I write to you today, as a licensed hearing aid specialist who provides hearing healthcare
services to an increasingly growing population, to express my concern with the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee’s August 29, 2023, recommendation to
eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”).

The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:

*       Limiting/ lowering hearing healthcare access which is already an underserved population;

*       Loss of licensure;

*       Eliminating consumer protection;

*       Compromised patient safety;

*       Individual complacency due to lack of CE standards;

*       Reducing competition; and

*       Laxed hearing healthcare industry standards effecting patient outcomes.
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This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board
investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct.

The proposed elimination of the Board would effectively force Iowans to seek hearing care
from unregulated providers, many of whom should be expected to be unqualified to identify
potential underlying health conditions or be online hearing aid companies that employ
unscrupulous tactics to prey on consumers that need the help of a regulated medical
profession such as hearing aid specialists.

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulations recategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which
have been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,” which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care
professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral
authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists.

Thank you for your attention to my concerns with the proposed elimination of the Board of
Hearing Aid Specialists and I respectfully ask for your consideration. Please feel free to contact
me if you would like to discuss this issue further.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     

Subject:             IATS, Board of Athletic Training/Licensure Support

Good afternoon!

Attached, please find my letter of support attached to this email. Please let me know if you
have any questions.

Thanks, 

Membership Director, Illinois Athletic Trainers Association
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September 5, 2023 

 

To whom it may concern.  

 

Please accept this letter in support of the Iowa Athletic Trainers’ Society and the need to maintain the 

Board of Athletic Training and Licensure.  

 

Athletic trainers, ATs, are highly qualified, multi-skilled healthcare professionals who render service or 

treatment, under the direction of or in collaboration with a physician, in accordance with their education, 

training, and the state's statutes, rules, and regulations. As a part of the health care team, services provided 

by athletic trainers include primary care, injury and illness prevention, wellness promotion and education, 

emergent care, examination and clinical diagnosis, therapeutic intervention, and rehabilitation of injuries 

and medical conditions. Athletic trainers must obtain an advanced degree from an Accredited Institution 

with very specific coursework and hundreds of hours of clinical training to become eligible for Board of 

Certification testing at a national level. The BOC testing allows the athletic trainer to become credentialed 

to practice from a national perspective. Therefore, Iowa must maintain Licensure and the Board of 

Athletic Training to guide the scope of practice/practice act, vetting of applicants or current licenses, as 

well as be responsible for adhering to and maintaining educational competency.   

 

Key items to consider in support include: 

 

• Iowa currently has 1,129 ATs who are licensed and countless students who rely on licensing. 

• That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is properly 

trained, taking continuing education, and monitored. 

• The Board helps provide the scope of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained 

persons. 

• There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training. The fees that ATs pay to 

renew their license cover all costs. They are cost-effective and are consistently in the black each 

year. 

• Every state and Washington D.C. require licensure for ATs, except for Hawaii (which requires 

registration) and California (which has pending legislation). 

• Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and 

intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, 

functional limitations, and disabilities.  

• Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United States, in 

addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing 

arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces. 

• Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the 

standard form of regulation for healthcare professions. Athletic trainers are included under the 

allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American 

Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied healthcare profession. 

• Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state 

lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some 

states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the 

same regulatory requirements). 

IATS Letter of Support.pdf for Printed Item: 492 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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I commend your efforts to review, streamline, and address inefficient Boards. The Board of Athletic 

Training should not be considered due to the protections and implications addressed above.  

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Thanks for the time to review this letter and 

consider the supporting documentation.   

 

Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards & Commissions Review Comments

Good afternoon,
I am a licensed psychologist and health service provider in Mount Vernon.

I am writing to strongly oppose the merging of the boards of Psychology, Social work, and
Behavioral Health. The professionals represented under these areas are related, but distinct.
Also, new guidelines in Iowa do not allow psychologists to supervise the other professions for
clinical licensure, as we have in the past. It is not appropriate for one board to oversee us all,
as we do different things. If the state will not allow more advanced practitioners to supervise
other related areas, we certainly should not all be governed by members of these different
areas, each without the others' expertise.

I must also oppose the removal of gender balances. This is an important way to help bring
different experiences to the table and make sure all Iowa professionals are well represented.

These are my areas of greatest expertise and experience, but many of the other suggested
changes are alarming and will result in a poorer working and living environment for Iowans. To
have professionals from other areas creating and enforcing rules on different professionals as
well as the negative effects that may have on the Iowans we serve, will greatly impact the lives
and jobs of many in Iowa. Please slow down this process and seek input from the current
Boards and have meaningful time for deliberation before cutting and merging nearly half of our
current state Boards.

Sincerely,

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Merger of Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Good afternoon, my name is . I am a local Chiropractor in Waukee. I have
been a Chiropractor since October 2005. I am also a Past-President of the Iowa Chiropractic
Sociey. I am writing this letter in regards to the possibility of combining the Chiropractic
Licensure Board with the Physical Therapy, Occupational, and Massage therapy boards. After
looking into this, there are some aspects about this that are of great concern. I have listed them
below.

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise of knowledge on the
board to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you so much for your time to look into this matter. If you have any follow up questions,
please reach out to me.

-

--

"You never know how far reaching something you think, say or do today will affect the lives of
millions tomorrow" -BJ Palmer

"Like" ss on Facebook or leave a review on FB or Google! We Thank You!
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This e-mail and any attachments are intended only for the individual or company to which it is
addressed and may contain information which is privileged, confidential and prohibited from
disclosure or unauthorized use under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient of
this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, or copying of this e-mail or the
information contained in this e-mail is strictly prohibited by the sender. If you have received this
transmission in error, please return the material received to the sender and delete all copies
from your system.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             University of Iowa volleyball supports the Board of Athletic Training

To whom it may concern,

Our volleyball program and all of athletics at the University of Iowa fully support the maintaining
the Board of Athletic Training.   They serve our players in critical areas at home and on the
road.  We could not operate without them.

The service they provide to our athletes physically as well as mentally is absolutely needed.
Our players depend on them.

Thank you,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 12:38:17 CDT
Attachments:     image001.jpg

Bcc:

Page 833 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               image001.jpg
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 12:38:17 CDT 2023

Page 834 of 1221



image001.jpg for Printed Item: 496 ( Attachment 1 of 1)

 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Protection of the Board of Athletic Training

Good morning,

I am reaching out in regards to the proposed changes to committees/boards in our state and
particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. Athletic trainers are
healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and intervention of
emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional limitations and
disabilities. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health professions category, as
defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are assigned
National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical Association also
recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession. Licensure provides the highest
level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for
health care professions.  Licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily
know an AT is properly trained, taking continuing education, and monitored. The Board helps
provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained persons. There is no
expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training; the fees that ATs pay to renew their
license cover all costs.

Every state, plus Washington D.C., requires licensure for ATs, except for Hawaii (which
requires registration) and California (who has pending legislation). Therefore, removing the
Board of Athletic Training in the state of Iowa would be a step BACKWARDS.

As a parent, educator, and proud resident of the state of Iowa, the potential loss of this board is
horrifying.

The elimination of our board would be tragic and devastating to the protection of athletes and
patients in the state of Iowa. I plead that the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training is
reconsidered.
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Best regards,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensing Board for Athletic Trainers

Good afternoon,

I'm reaching out in support of our Athletic Trainer,  and his concerns on the
decision to eliminate the Licensing Board for Athletic Trainers in the State of iowa.

Based on my discussion with Logan, I believe it is not in the best interest of our kids to
eliminate this Board. We are lucky for a school our size to have an Athletic Trainer like Logan
who is supported by this licensing board. As our Activities Director, I never question the
decisions Logan makes related to our student injuries and injury prevention. This board
supports Logan as well as ensures that Logan is properly licensed to serve our students in the
State of Iowa. My worry is not for us, because I know we are in good hands with Logan, but for
the other schools who desperately need AT's and I worry that without this Licensing Board, we
will see people entering the field who are not qualified to meet the needs of our student-
athletes.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

--

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments are covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§2510-2521 and contain privileged and confidential
information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named. If you are not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you should not review, use, disclose, distribute,
copy or forward this email. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete/destroy any and all copies of the original message.

NOTIFICATION OF NON-DISCRIMINATION: The strict offers
career and technical programs in the following service areas: agricultural education, business
education, family and consumer sciences education, and industrial education. It is the policy of
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the  not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs),
sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational
programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing
complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please
contact the district’s

org;  or the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Grimes State Office Building,
Des Moines, IA, 50319-0201, (515) 281-4121; or the U.S. Department of Education, Office for
Civil Rights, 500 West Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT board removal

To whom it may concern,

Hello, my name is  and I am currently a Masters student at the University of
Iowa in their Athletic Training program. I am emailing today because of the potential to remove
the AT board and get rid of their licensure. First off, this board costs the state of Iowa
absolutely no money so if budget cuts are prompting this removal you won't see any less in
budget. Second, we have 1,100 members and are only growing due to the constant need of
athletic trainers. After all, you can't have sports without an AT and you can't have safe sports
without a competent, properly educated, and licensed athletic trainer. We are not only
recognized as allied health care providers but we are some of the only health care personnel
that some of our athletes have access to. There is no way I would stay in Iowa to practice as
an athletic trainer if we do not have licensure, and I guarantee you will have a drop off of AT's
in Iowa for that same reason. AT's are trained in many things and one of those being
emergency care. There is no better representation of this than what happened to Demar
Hamlin last NFL season. It is said he was in the safest place possible for that to happen as that
is exactly what we are trained for. Now imagine a high school athlete in Iowa having that same
incident happen, only this time they aren't as lucky because either there is no athletic trainer
there due to the lack of licensure in Iowa or an untrained person is there who calls themselves
and athletic trainer but doesn't have the Masters level of education that is truly needed. Help
protect the kids, teenagers, and adults in Iowa and keep the board of AT and our licensure.
Thank you for your time
Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     david.jacoby@legis.iowa.gov
                         <david.jacoby@legis.iowa.gov>; zach.wahls@legis.iowa.gov
                         <zach.wahls@legis.iowa.gov>

Subject:             Iowa Senate File 514

I am not in favor of dissolving the board of athletic training.

My mentors worked hard on creating licensure in the state.

The reasons are as valid now as they were then.

Ensures title protection, a minimum standard, and public protection.

My licensure fee is minimal.

I would agree to an increase in that fee (up to a doubling) if it meant the continuation of the
Board.

Further, I have not seen a rationale for these changes.  What will the “savings” be used for?  If
state revenues are a concern why did we just recently reduce property taxes?

This just seems a ploy, a poorly considered one, to shrink the size of state government.   My
opinion is the governor is primarily motivated by trying to burnish her conservative bonafides as
she plies for more power within the GOP.  Unfortunately, she is not alone and so Iowa seems
truly in a race to the bottom against the likes of FL, TX, VA.

Pretty depressing thought coming off a 3 day weekend.  ☹
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Board Public Comment Submission

Please accept the attached letter for public records for the public comment period in regard to
the Athletic Training Licensure Board.

Thank you,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 12:48:46 CDT
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September 5th, 2023

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee Members, 

As an Athletic Trainer in the state, that has been practicing for more than 15 years, and an 
educator at the higher education level, which is working with students seeking to go into healthcare, 
specifically Athletic Training, I cannot stress the importance of maintaining the regulatory body to insure 
the protection of active individuals in the state of Iowa.  Having Athletic Trainers licensed in the state, 
which is the standard for healthcare professionals nationwide, ensures that all those practicing as 
Athletic Trainers are qualified healthcare providers that all active individuals deserve.  

Reducing or eliminating the regulation of licensure for Athletic Trainers will lead to the revision 
of Athletic Training practices in our state and place patients, especially young athletes, at risk.  The first 
state to pass a licensure act was Texas over forty years ago.  Iowa was not far behind and was at the 
forefront of providing regulation and maintaining standards for Athletic Trainers in 1994.  Back then the 
state of Iowa indicated that the protection of the health, safety, and welfare of the public was a priority, 
and that same standard should be maintained as the rest of the country moves towards Athletic 
Training licensure requirements.  Recently, South Carolina and New York passed bills requiring Athletic 
Training licensure in their states, leaving California as the only state remaining to have any regulation for 
Athletic Training practice.  However, California currently has an active bill in their current legislative 
session to become the 50th state to require some form of regulation.  Thus, Iowa should not be moving 
backwards in requirements for Athletic Training practices and should maintain the standard we set 29 
years ago.

Athletic training is a healthcare profession in which we Athletic Trainers are responsible for the 
health and wellbeing of active individuals.  One must obtain an advanced degree from an Accredited 
Institution with very specific coursework and hundreds of hours of clinical training in order to become 
eligible to take the National Board Certification Exam.  We have national regulations via this board exam 
to initially become credentialed to practice, but as you know within healthcare, it is ultimately the State 
that is responsible for the directive and maintenance of educational competency through Licensure and 
Board regulation.  Athletic Trainers must have a standard of practice and system of vetting applicants or 
current licensees, or our state will be heading to the unregulated unpredictability putting the public at 
risk.

As I mentioned previously, I work with many undergraduate students as they work on attending 
graduate school to become Athletic Trainers, and the elimination of the Athletic Training licensure may 
reduce the willingness of these students to either attend graduate school in the state or remain in the 
state to practice, which would put healthcare for active individuals at risk, especially in the many rural 
areas in our state.  Additionally, it may also lead to currently licensed Athletic Trainers leaving the state 
to go practice where they know that their state is maintaining healthcare standards and regulation.  We 
are already experiencing difficulties hiring Athletic Trainers across the state, this would increase that 
struggle significantly.

I fully understand and am in support of streamlining and developing efficiency within 
government, and the efforts for the Boards and Commissions Review are no easy task, but the complete 
elimination for a healthcare professional board and the associated licensure for a profession that 
provides healthcare to the athletes, and all active individuals, in the state cannot be part of this. 
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Therefore, I implore you to reconsider the recommendation to eliminate the Board for Athletic 
Training Licensure and the associated requirement for licensure of Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa.  
Maintaining this board, in some capacity, is vital for the health, wellbeing, and safety of the citizens of 
Iowa.

Respectfully, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainers Board

Reasons to leave the AT Board in tact:

* There are over 1,100 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.

* The renewal fees that ATs pay fully funds the AT Board and is not a cost to the state.

* The AT license protects the health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring that the
ATs in the state are the qualified healthcare providers that athletes in Iowa deserve.

* The AT Board evaluates our scope of practice and adapts that based on the rapidly
changing world of healthcare.  If the Board is eliminated, other healthcare providers will have
influence over our scope of practice.

* Other states, like South Carolina moved towards licensure.  Thus 49/50 states have
regulation. This action would make Iowa, like California, not requiring licensure for ATs.

* The elimination of AT licensure may reduce the willingness of graduating students to stay
in the state.  It may also lead to currently licensed ATs leaving the state.  We are already
experiencing difficulty hiring ATs across the state, this would just increase the struggle,
specifically in rural schools.

* ATs appear in the Iowa Code as licensed healthcare providers, specifically in the recent
concussion law that was signed, declaring ATs as licensed healthcare providers

Please take these highlighted areas seriously as you make your decisions for the welfare of
our youth!

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 12:49:34 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Possible Elimination of Iowa Board of Athletic Training and Licensure of Iowa
Athletic Trainers

To whom it may concern,

I am , an athletic training student in the MSAT program at the University of
Iowa. I am expressing my opposition to the proposition to eliminate the Iowa Board of Athletic
Training and licensure of Iowa athletic trainers.

Forty seven out of the fifty states require licensure of practicing athletic trainers. The remaining
three states, including California, are moving towards requiring licensure of practicing athletic
trainers. Athletic training is an allied health care profession that includes prevention, diagnosis,
and intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. Licensure is the standard form of regulation for all health
care professions and aids in ensuring public safety. Athletic training practice without licensure
poses a threat to public safety. Unlicensed individuals may do more harm than good, and in
severe cases this can lead to death or permanent, life-altering damage. As an athletic training
student and future athletic trainer, I would not have chosen to pursue my education or career in
a state where athletic trainers are not licensed or governed by a Board of Athletic Training.

Additionally, the Iowa Board of Athletic Training does not cost the state of Iowa anything. The
Iowa athletic training licensure fee covers all cost related to the activity of the board.
Elimination of the Board of Athletic Training does not save the state of Iowa any money and
does a great disservice to the career of athletic training in Iowa as well as the population that is
served.

Overall, the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and requirement of licensure of
Iowa athletic trainers is deeply harmful to the career of athletic training in the state of Iowa.
Athletic training students, Iowa athletic trainers, athletic training associations and societies from
other states, and many other individuals impacted by this decision have voiced their opposition.
Please listen to our voices.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 12:51:11 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Eliminating the athletic trainer’s licensure board.

As a coach of multiple sports in a small school I’ve seen first hand what a godsend good
athletic trainers are doing for the student athletes in our high schools.
Before our school had athletic trainers at our disposal as coaches we used to have to try to
diagnose, treat and do follow up care for our athletes while trying to coach at the same time. All
while not having the extensive training that our athletic trainers have.
I ask you “what is in our kids best interest?” We want them to participate, do it safely at all
levels & have the best possible care they can if needed. Let’s not put this at risk across the
state.
In our case we have a great working relationship with Compass Memorial Hospitsl who helps
provide quality athletic trainers to the area schools.
Please do not make a decision that can have a negative  affect  on so many young people
across this state.
These athletic trainers need your support for all they do for the young people in our schools.

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 12:52:54 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DSCI and Interpreter Licensure Board

Hi, my name is
I'm reaching out in regard to the DSCI and Interpreter Licensure Board. Deaf Iowans of all
ages, from birth to our seniors and everyone in between, need access to the services DSCI
provides.  We need help with various services such as education, training, employment, and
more.  We need the Interpreter Licensure Board to be strong to uphold the integrity and skill of
interpreters who serve the Deaf population.   The number of Deaf and hard-of-hearing people
in Iowa is vastly greater than the number of Blind Iowans, yet the services they are provided
are disproportionate to the numbers. Deaf Iowans should be able to keep our services, similar
to how Blind Iowans' services are protected.   Please keep the Commissions/Boards that affect
the Deaf/Hard of Hearing community intact.

 Thank you so much for listening.

o
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards and commissions

My name is , and I currently serve as the Business Manager and Financial Secretary
for the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 13.  It is with very little knowledge
of what the plan is for the Boards and Commissions that I write this response.  This is not for a
lack of effort on my part, but rather an attempt by a few in the State of Iowa to limit the voice of
may Iowans.  All Boards and Commissions are very important as they bring a wide variety of
subject matter experts voices into the decision making process, everyday Iowans having a
voice in how the Government works.

I am very concerned about the Iowa Electrical Examining Board being merged or consolidated
with any other mechanical or professional board or commission.  The Iowa Electrical
Examining Board was previously under the State Fire Marshall’s office for a reason.  There can
be nothing good that comes from having anyone not intimately familiar with the electrical
construction and maintenance industry making decisions for the industry and the qualifications
needed.

I am also concerned about the State and Local Workforce Development Boards.  I have served
on our Local Workforce Development Board as a Labor/Registered Apprenticeship
representative for around eight years.  During this time, we have seen the State finally figure
out how to become compliant with the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  Local
Workforce Development Boards have many functions including strategic planning, operational
alignment and service delivery design, and driving local economic growth through training and
providing opportunity for any Iowan who requires the services we offer to help them obtain and
retain employment.  This is and must remain a local area driven approach, with local
stakeholders setting priorities.  Again, if there were more information released regarding the
committees plan for these boards, we may even be able to call out specific federal regulations
that prohibit the State from taking these actions on these boards.

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to seeing the committees report to the Governor on
September 30th.  Hopefully, it will include a glimpse of what the committees plan going forward
might look like.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 13:12:17 CDT
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Respectfully,

Scanned by Fortimail.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     Jessica Reinert <jreinert@aiaiowa.org>

Subject:             Speaking request, Boards and Commissions Review Committee

Boards and Commissions Review Committee,
I would like to speak during the public comment period. I am an architect and Iowa resident. I
will be representing the American Institute of Architects, Iowa Chapter.
My comment will pertain to the Architecture Examining Board, the boards recommended to be
consolidated, reorganized, or eliminated with the AEB, as well as other boards that oversee the
professions that design Iowa's buildings and landscapes that affect the public's health, safety,
and welfare.
If you require any additional information from me, please let me know.
Best, Matthew
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Licensure

Please support keeping licensure as part of the athletic trainer profession in Iowa. Getting rid of
licensure would have a negative impact on a vital profession involved in Iowa inter scholastic
athletics.
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Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 858 of 1221



From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

To Whom It May Concern:

We are very fortunate at Shenandoah Medical Center to employ a Certified Athletic Trainer at
our facility that helps to serve many local athletes in multiple communities in Southwest Iowa.
Athletic trainers are highly qualified healthcare professionals tasked with providing care to a
specific population under the direction of, or in collaboration with a physician in accordance
with their training and state statutes. As part of the healthcare team, athletic trainers provide a
range of services including injury prevention, wellness promotion and education, emergency
care, examination and diagnosis of injuries, and therapeutic rehabilitation of injuries. An athletic
trainer is often on the first line in a patient’s healthcare journey following an injury and can be
essential in the guidance of treatment and recovery. As evidenced by recent events in
professional sports, athletic trainers legitimately save lives. Athletic trainers are required to
graduate from an accredited program where they receive proper training and must pass a
national board examination to be considered for certification. Likewise, athletic trainers must
stay up to date on evidence-based medicine and complete fifty continuing education units
every two years. Athletic trainers are often confused with personal trainers. There is, however,
a large difference in the education, skillset, job duties, clientele, and regulation of the two
professions.

Athletic trainers are licensed or otherwise regulated in 49 states and the District of Columbia.
Licensure protects the public and gives peace of mind to patients, parents, and employers who
know athletic trainers are properly trained, taking continuing education, and are monitored by
the state. The Board of Athletic Training provides scope of practice guidance and protects the
public from untrained individuals. Reducing or eliminating the Iowa Board of Athletic Training
will result in a climate where literally anyone could serve as an “Athletic Trainer”. Eliminating
licensure in Iowa could also potentially impact an athletic trainer’s ability to practice across
state lines when traveling with athletic teams. This is of particular importance in our region of
the state where it is common for the schools we serve to compete in Nebraska and Missouri
regularly.
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The Iowa Board of Athletic Training is not an expense to the state. The fees athletic trainers
pay cover all costs related to the regulation of our profession. The effort to eliminate the Iowa
Board of Athletic Training seems to be driven by a lack of education and understanding of its
importance. I would encourage the Board of Commissions to keep the Board of Athletic
Training intact for all of the patients they serve in Iowa.

Thank you!

Confidentiality Notice:  The content of this message and any documents attached contain
confidential information that is legally privileged.  This information is intended only for the use
of the individual or entity named above.  The authorized recipient of this information is
prohibited from disclosing this information to any other parties unless required to do so by law
or regulation and is required to destroy the information after its stated need has been fulfilled.

If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, or action taken in reliance on the contents of this document is prohibited.  If you
have received this information in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy these
documents.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions.
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 13:23:31 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Licensure for Athletic Training

Good morning and Happy Monday!

I hope this email finds you well. I recently was notified via the Iowa Athletic Trainers' Society
(IATS) that it has been recommended to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training. This is such a
setback for the profession and for the state of Iowa. I have been a licensed and certified
athletic trainer in the state of Iowa since 2013.  Having a license is critical for student-athletes
and for any and all patients being treated by an athletic trainer.

To think that the state would take something away that protects the public and lets all
clients/patients and employers know that an athletic trainer is properly trained, that they have
done their continuing education and they we are monitored is ludacris.

Recently in the news, an NFL player went down and who was there to perform life saving
measures, an ATHLETIC TRAINER. It's time for the state of Iowa to support athletic trainers
and what they do in the health care environment.

Athletic training encompasses the prevention, examination, diagnosis, treatment and
rehabilitation of emergent, acute or chronic injuries and medical conditions. Athletic training is
recognized by the American Medical Association (AMA), Health Resources Services
Administration (HRSA) and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as an allied
health care profession.

Athletic trainers (ATs) are highly qualified, multi-skilled health care professionals who render
service or treatment, under the direction of or in collaboration with a physician, in accordance
with their education, training and the state's statutes, rules and regulations.  As a part of the
health care team, services provided by athletic trainers include primary care, injury and illness
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prevention, wellness promotion and education, emergent care, examination and clinical
diagnosis, therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injuries and medical conditions.  The
NATA Code of Ethics states the principles of ethical behavior that should be followed in the
practice of athletic training.

I implore you to vote against this recommendation. I would love for you to come and speak with
our staff at William Penn University should you have any questions.

Thank you,

Get Outlook for iOS
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comment regarding proposal to eliminate Athletic Training Licensure Board

Hello and thank you for allowing the public to comment on this proposal within the legislature in
Iowa.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic Trainers are included under the
allied health professions category as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs).  The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.  I am
currently a Certified Athletic Trainer (License ) beginning my 30th year of clinical
practice within the state of Iowa.  I work at Iowa State University where I am a Clinical
Associate Professor and the Athletic Training Program Director.  I was the volleyball athletic
trainer at Iowa State for 23 years providing health care to hundreds of athletes.  I also have
covered the Iowa High School State wrestling tournament, the Iowa Special Olympics, high
school events, Drake Relays, and AAU Junior Olympics, among many other events over my
career.  I also have four children who were active in middle school, high school, and club
sports.  Having taught future athletic trainers, practiced as an athletic trainer, advised students,
and mentored hundreds of individuals in a variety of settings, I feel I have a pretty good grasp
of the athletic training profession.  Athletic Trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize
in the prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical
conditions involving impairment, functional limitations and disabilities.  Athletic Trainers are
educated in emergency action plans, emergency situations that may occur in practices and
games, are Basic Life Support certified in CPR/AED, trained in assessing and monitoring
concussions, make return to play decisions utilizing the latest evidence based research, are
required to maintain continuing education requirements, and often they obtain additional
professional credentials.

I have earned a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree, and a PhD and currently all athletic
training students must be enrolled in a Professional Master’s degree program accredited by
CAATE (Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education) to ensure quality and
appropriate educational and clinical Standards within the academic program.  There are
currently 1,129 athletic trainers licensed in the state of Iowa along with countless athletic
training students seeking a Master’s degree in Athletic Training.  As a parent, it is CRITICAL
knowing who is providing care to my kids who participate, what the level of education for that
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individual is, that they passed the Board of Certification examination, AND they are licensed to
practice as an Athletic Trainer in the state.  If we do away with licensure in the state of Iowa,
any individual can call themselves an Athletic Trainer or practice the skills of an athletic trainer
which is frightening on so many levels.

There is NO expense to operating the Board of Athletic Training in Iowa as the fees that
Athletic Trainer’s pay to renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are
consistently in the black each year.

Though a thorough review of all Boards within the State of Iowa is necessary and I am sure the
committee did it’s due diligence in taking a review, however, I must vehemently oppose the
elimination of the Board of Athletic Training Licensure.  This is a SAFETY measure and helps
protect the public to ensure those who are taking care of our children and those who participate
in active endeavors have the proper training, are taking continuing education, and monitored.

Sincerely,

edu
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         
                         

Subject:             Support Continuation of Iowa Board of Athletic Trainers

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

The Board of Certification appreciates the opportunity to comment on the committee’s
recommendations regarding the Iowa Board of Athletic Trainers. Please accept the attached
letter that provides information supporting the continuation of the Iowa Board of Athletic
Trainers. Thank you for your consideration.

BOCATC.org
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September 5, 2023 

 

Boards and Commissions Review Committee 

Office of the Governor 

Governor Kim Reynolds 

Lt. Governor Adam Gregg 

 

Email: BCRCcomments@iowa.gov  

  

 

Re: Iowa Board of Athletic Trainers 

 

Dear Committee Members,  

 

The Board of Certification, Inc. (BOC) appreciates Iowa Governor, Kim Reynold’s and the 

Boards and Commissions Review Committee’s (Committee) desire to be more efficient and is 

writing to express our grave concern over the possible elimination of the Iowa Board of 

Athletic Trainers (IBAT).  

 

Athletic Trainers (ATs) are health care professionals whose services comprise prevention, 

emergency care, clinical diagnosis, therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injuries and 

medical conditions. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s 

safety and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. ATs are included 

under the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers. The American Medical 

Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession. Eliminating the 

IBAT for these health care professionals puts their patients, including the many student-athletes 

served by ATs, at undue risk of harm. 

 

Currently, Iowa consumers can be assured they are receiving competent athletic training 

services by a licensed professional as determined by the IBAT. The IBAT also allows the 

consumer to have an outlet for addressing any questionable practice and deters imposters 

from practicing athletic training. The IBAT provides Iowa ATs and their directing physicians 

guidance on scope of practice.  

 

At this time, there is only one state that does not regulate ATs, California. It is unfortunate that 

California is a safe haven for those who have lost their athletic training license in another state. 

For example, an AT may lose their BOC certification and their license to practice in Indiana 

and move to California because that state does not regulate ATs. Should Iowa decide to no 

longer regulate ATs, there is nothing stopping uncertified, unlicensed ATs from moving to Iowa 

and continuing to practice athletic training – thereby putting patients at risk. 

 

In fact, recent legislation in New York and South Carolina demonstrates the national trend is 

moving in the opposite direction to what Iowa is proposing. Both states passed legislation in 

2023 that transitions from a state certification to state licensure. 
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The absence of regulation for ATs in Iowa has the potential for other unintended 

consequences, as well. As indicated, 49 states and the District of Columbia regulate ATs. 

Nearly all of these states have exemption laws that allow ATs traveling with a team out of state 

to practice without a license for a temporary period of time. However, states such as Alaska, 

Texas and Utah include in their exemption law that the AT must be regulated in their own state 

to qualify for the exemption. This creates a conundrum if, for example, an AT employed by the 

University of Iowa travels with their team to Utah. The University of Iowa AT, who is not 

regulated in Iowa under this proposed change, may be unable to lawfully practice in Utah, 

thereby potentially leaving student-athletes without legal health care services from their AT. 

 

According to BOC statistics, there are currently 994 BOC Certified Athletic Trainers residing in 

Iowa and over 58,000 across the United States. In the name of consumer safety, it is the 

responsibility of each state to identify competent practitioners and an effective system to 

enforce the law.  It is our hope that you will vote in opposition of eliminating the Iowa Board of 

Athletic Trainers. Please contact  if you have any questions, 

. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

 

Cc: Iowa Athletic Trainers’ Society 

 
The BOC was incorporated in 1989 as a not-for-profit credentialing agency to provide a certification program for 

the entry level athletic training profession. The BOC establishes both the standards for the practice of athletic 

training and the continuing education requirements for BOC Certified Athletic Trainers (ATs). The BOC also works 

with state regulatory agencies to provide credential information, professional conduct guidelines and regulatory 

standards on certification issues. The BOC is nationally accredited by the National Commission for Certifying 

Agencies. 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please Keep the Iowa Board of Athletic Training

To whom it may concern,

I am a licensed athletic trainer writing with deep concern regarding the recent news from the
Boards and Commissions Review Committee and the recommendation for the elimination of
the Board of Athletic Training. This is not in the best interest of the public!

Please Consider the following:

* Athletic trainers (ATs) are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention,
diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving
impairment, functional limitations and disabilities.

* Would you want someone unqualified to care for your family member???

* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.

* Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients in all kinds of settings.
These range from traditional sports team settings, hospitals, clinics, to performing arts, public
safety (police and fire rescue), occupational health, and with the armed forces.

* In Iowa, we currently have 1,129 ATs who are licensed!
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* As you know, licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an
AT is properly trained!

* Would you want an unqualified “professional” caring for your family member?  Please
consider the importance of ATs and the vital work we do to help care for, rehabilitate, and
prevent injuries and illnesses!
* If you are a sports fan, you may recall the incident with NFL/Buffalo Bills  football player
Demar Hamlin who suffered cardiac arrest on the field and was saved due to the actions of an
athletic trainer!

* There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs
pay to renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the
black each year.

* Every state (except California who has pending legislation) and Washing D.C require
licensure for ATs.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter. I would happily answer any further
questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
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From:                 
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Chiropractic board merging

                                                                         

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

                        Re: Board merging

            My name is , Chiropractor on Ingersoll Avenue in Des Moines, Iowa
for 27 years. I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure
Board should not be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues
that impact public safety including:

*This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board knowledge to
deal with cases

*This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meeting and
hearings for different professions

*We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect our
profession and this will exacerbate the issue
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Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Re: Request to appear for public comment

Dear BCRC,

As President of the Iowa Athletic Training Society, representing over 1000 Athletic Trainers in
the state, I would like to request a timeslot to speak to the Committee during the period of
public comment on September 6th at 12 noon.

Thank you.

Iowa State University
1011 South Dakota Avenue
Ames, IA  50011
515-460-5828 (mobile)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain the Board of Athletic Training

Hello,

I am currently a Master of Science in Athletic Training student at the University of Iowa. I am
emailing today to advocate for the Board of Athletic Training and insist that the elimination of
the board is taking a step in the wrong direction for the State of Iowa.

There are currently 47 states and the District of Columbia that require licensure for athletic
trainers. Of the 3 remaining non-licensure states, New York has a licensure bill awaiting the
Governor’s signature and California has pending legislation (CA is the only state that does not
regulate the AT profession--they have pending legislation that is currently a certification bill that
they hope to have amended to licensure). (Hawaii, the third non-licensure state, only requires
registration). Attached is a map for a visual.

As a future healthcare professional, I am required to obtain a bachelor's degree, a master's
degree and pass the Board of Certification. My education is taken very seriously by both the
University of Iowa MSAT program and myself, and the removal of the Board of Athletic Training
is belittling to my fellow students and practicing athletic trainers in the State of Iowa. Licensure
provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the standard
form of regulation for healthcare professions.

I hope the boards and commissions review committee recognize the importance of having
licensed healthcare providers for the safety of all citizens within the state of Iowa. Please
consider keeping the Board of Athletic Training to ensure qualified athletic trainers remain in
Iowa.

Sincerely,

Master of Science in Athletic Training
University of Iowa 2025
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             request to speak

My name is  and I am currently the President-Elect of the Iowa Athletic
Trainers Society and a Professor/Director of Athletic Training at Drake University. I am asking
to speak on behalf of athletic trainers at the meeting to be held on September 6 regarding the
changes to boards in this state, and in particular the elimination of the Board of Athletic
Training.

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; dawn.driscoll@legis.iowa.gov
                         <dawn.driscoll@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Board

To Whom It May Concern,

I have become aware that there is discussion about eliminating the Athletic Training Licensure
Board.  I find it unsettling that in order to “keep kids safe” the government would want to
eliminate the licensing board for the exact people that are keeping kids safe.  Athletic trainers
are highly educated medical professionals that have to complete 50 hours of continuing
education every two years in order to maintain their certifications.  They are trained and
educated in sports injury prevent, management, and treatment.  That includes concussions.
No other medical professionals have concussion education like athletic trainers.

I am not comfortable allowing my children to participate in athletics if there is a random
“medical professional” that is not state regulated on the side line. Nurses, EMT-Bs, physical
therapists, etc are not athletic trainers. They do not have the same training as athletic trainers,
thus should not be replacing them. This does not keep kids safe, it puts them in harms way.

Keep the Athletic Training Licensure Board in place,

r
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment Regarding the Athletic Training Profession

Good afternoon.

Attached, please find a letter from NATA President . Thank you in advance for
your time.
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National Athletic Trainers’ Association, 1620 Valwood Parkway, Suite 115, Carrollton, Texas 75006 

 
 

September 1, 2023 

 

 

 

Director Larry Johnson, Jr. 

Iowa Department of Inspections and Appeals 

321 East 12th Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0083 

 

Dear Director Johnson: 

 

On behalf of the National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA), I am writing in opposition to 

recommendations to disband the Iowa Athletic Training Board and eliminate licensure requirements for athletic 

trainers.  Currently 47 states and the District of Columbia require a license to practice athletic training, with 

legislation pending in other non-licensure states. 

 

NATA is a professional membership organization serving than 45,000 athletic trainers nationally, with more 

than 550 members in the state of Iowa. These individuals are highly skilled, health care professionals who 

specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions 

involving impairment, functional limitations and disabilities. Entry into the profession requires a masters’ 

degree from an accredited athletic training education program, of which 7 are located in Iowa. Athletic trainers 

provide medical services to a variety of patients. Across the United States, in addition to practicing in sports 

team settings, athletic trainers work in performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed 

forces. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers 

(NPIs). The American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.  

 

Athletic trainers have one of the largest patient populations, many of which are children and young adults. 

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for public safety. It is the standard form of regulation 

for health care professions. The Iowa Board of Athletic Training plays a critical role in this process. The low 

number of complaints the Board adjudicates reflects their ability to prevent unqualified individuals from 

entering the profession, properly educating current licensees on standards of care, ensuring adherence to 

professional ethics, and conducting business in an efficient, cost-preventative manner.      

 

Thank you in advance for your time. If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact 

 

rg.  

 

Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Fw: Public comment on Board of Athletic Training Elimination

Dear Committee:

It has come to my attention that the recommendations form the Department of Inspections,
Appeals and Licensure, more specifically the Committee of Boards and Commission Review
recommends to eliminate Board of Athletic Training as well as the State Licensure of Athletic
Training.

As the current President of the Iowa Athletic Training Society, representing over 1000 Athletic
Trainers in our state, I cannot stress the importance of maintaining our regulating bodies in
order to insure the protection of the Athletes in our State.  Reducing or eliminating regulation
will lead to the reversion of Athletic Training practice in our state to the previous climate of
Athletic Training where literally anyone could serve as the "Athletic Trainer" at their place of
employment as that employer saw fit.

Athletic Training is a healthcare profession and we ATs are responsible for the health and
wellbeing of a specific population.  One must obtain an advanced degree from and Accredited
Institution with very specific coursework and hundreds of hours of clinical training in order to
become eligible for Board testing at a National level.  We have national regulation via this
national board exam to initially become credentialed to practice but, as you know in many other
areas for professional organizations, it is the States that are ultimately responsible for the
adherence to and maintenace of educational competency via Licensure and Board regulation.
We must have a standard of practice and system of vetting applicants or current licensees, or
we will be headed to the unregulated randomness as seen in, and only in, the State of
California which does not regulate Athletic Training at the State level.

I fully understand the streamlining and reduction of governmental burden in some areas and
that the task of the Boards and Commissions Review is great but reduction for a profession
that provides healthcare to the athletes in the state (in many instances the youth) cannot be
part of this.  Additionally, this proposed reduction will not affect cost-saving measures as the
Board of Athletic Training operates without funding from the State as the members are
volunteers and they do meet virtually.
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I beg for you to reconsider the potential to eliminate the regulation of Athletic Training and
maintain our Licensure and Board as is, without modification.  Perhaps a middle ground can be
met if you disagree, but I would welcome further discussion on this matter and would be more
than open to discussing it with the Committee.

Please feel free to contact me for further discussion as any assistance I could provide on our
behalf to the Committee would be beneficial to those I represent as well as the athletes at all
levels in the State of Iowa.

Sincerely,

Iowa State University
1011 South Dakota Avenue
Ames, IA  50011
515-460-5828 (mobile)
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From:                 
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             KEEP ATHLETIC TRAINING LICENSE

To Whom It Concerns,

My children were in sports and now my grandchildren

THEY BENIFITED WITH HAVING A TRAINED, COMPETENT LICENSED ATHLETIC
TRAINER

KEEP THE LICENSE IN EFFECT SO OUR CHILDREN ARE TREATED WITH KNOWLEDGE
AND EXPERTISE

INSTEAD OF "SOMEONE WHO THINKS THEY KNOW INJURIES" AND COULD CAUSE
MORE HARM.

Sincerely,
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From:                 Jon Weinrich
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; tom.shipley@legis.iowa.gov
                         <tom.shipley@legis.iowa.gov>; tom.moore@legis.iowa.gov
                         <tom.moore@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Board of Athletic Training

Hello,
I'm writing in support of the Iowa Board of Athletic Trainers and hoping you will reconsider the
proposed elimination.  Athletic Trainers are vital to schools when it comes to athletics and
caring for their athletes.  As with most professions, Athletic trainers are highly qualified
healthcare professionals that come with very specific roles.  We have been blessed to have a
very qualified athletic trainer who helps with (among many things) injury prevention, emergency
care, and concussion protocols.  As we have seen very publicly within the last year, athletic
trainers have literally saved lives right before our eyes.  Eliminating the board of Athletic
Training would result in many untrained and ill equipped individuals serving in roles directly
putting our athletes at risk.   I realize that you make difficult decisions everyday for the people
in the State of Iowa.  I hope that we continue to license and keep the best athletic trainers in
our state to serve our students, schools, and community!

Thank you for your time!

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Good Afternoon,

My name is . I am a Certified Athletic Trainer employed at Southeast Iowa
Regional Medical Center in Burlington, IA. I work at the Fort Madison Orthopedic Clinic and
cover athletic events for Burlington Notre Dame High School. I am writing to you today due to
my concern with the potential elimination of Athletic Training Licensure in the state of Iowa.

Athletic trainers are extremely important piece within public health and safety. Athletic trainers
have extensive background in injury prevention, management, treatment, and rehabilitation.
Athletic trainers are trained to treat the whole athlete and are often the most trusted on the
sport staff. Our job is to protect the athletes and ensure they have a safe space physically and
mentally. Athletic trainers are also one of the most qualified health care professionals to treat
concussions. Athletic Trainers are the first medical professional to be on the playing surface
when an injury occurs. We are the ones who create Emergency Action Plans (EAPs) and
implement them when an emergency may occur.

I would like to explain the educational background and requirements to become at ATC. One
must obtain a masters degree from a CAATE accredited  university which was changed for the
graduating class of 2022 to sit for the Athletic Training Board of Certification. Once an athletic
trainer passes their boards they must keep on required continuing education due ever 2 years.
Increasing the level of education to a masters degree SHOULD be an immediate indication that
this a complex, and important degree that only benefits our patients more.

Personally, I attended Iowa State University and earned a bachelors degree in 2021, as I was
apart of the last bachelors class before requirement change. I obtained 2,500+ clinical hours
over 3 years. I have worked all sports from the high school to the Division l level. I even had
the wonderful opportunity to cover the State of Iowa Special Olympics for several years.
Athletic Trainers are able to work with all types and levels of athletes. I absolutely love my job
and current ability to treat the athletes.

It is is completely illogical from a public safety & assurance standpoint for the State of Iowa to
eliminate the Athletic Training Licensure. It would not only put our athletes at risk, but it would
potentially eliminate thousands of jobs in our great state. This change would open the door for
anyone to render care as an "athletic trainer" without proof or regulations or qualifications. Can
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you imagine unqualified people trying to care for Demar Hamlin?

Athletic Training routinely requires early mornings and late nights. We are highly educated and
passionate about our profession that we have fought so hard for advocation and respect. If the
State of Iowa no longer requires a license, this would be a large step back in medical care and
greatly endanger Iowa student and professional athletes.

Thank you for your time and please support to keep Certified Athletic Trainers on the sidelines
to keep our athletes safe!

, ATC, LAT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa AT Licensure

Hello,

My name is and I am a BOC Certified Athletic Trainer as well as an Iowa
Licensed Athletic Trainer. The news that Iowa is considering eliminating the Iowa Athletic
Trainer License is very concerning. I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to
committees/boards in our state and particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of
Athletic Training. I cannot begin to state how alarming this is for the safety of athletes in this
state. Athletic trainers play a vital role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state
daily. The presence of athletic trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a licensed
healthcare provider to prevent, evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an
emergency occurs, athletic trainers are present to provide the necessary immediate care and
activate an emergency action plan/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion
care being such an important and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose
and treat head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

47 states and the District of Columbia require Athletic Trainers to be licensed. Removing the
licensure requirement would be detrimental to all athletic trainers in the state and would be a
major step back for sports medicine in the state of Iowa. Athletic Trainers are health care
professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and intervention of emergent, acute
and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional limitations and disabilities. As
an athletic trainer, I have a bachelor’s degree in athletic training as well as a masters of
science in athletic training. I am trained to handle emergent situations and provide the best
care for the athletes that participate in Iowa. Athletic training licensure provides the highest
level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for
health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health professions
category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are
assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical Association also
recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools who are
hiring athletic trainers determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less
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safe.

Thanks so much for reading this email!

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing Instrument Specialist's Board

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing regarding the attempted abolishment of the Hearing Instrument Specialist’s Board.

I am currently employed at a hearing clinic as an audio tech. I am starting my classes
Thursday, September 7th for HIS. I have worked in the medical field since 2003 and I am very
passionate about patients and treating their conditions.

If the HIS license is abolished, this would create a huge void for our patients and their care
would be lessened greatly. Without providers, I would be unable to see the 15+ patients a day.

The HIS are licensed and are as responsible for the patients as a provider with a Aud license.

Please do not abolish the HIS board.

Thank you,
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NOTICE: This e-mail is intended only for the addressed party and may contain information that
is proprietary/confidential or otherwise protected. If you are not the named addressee, you are
not authorized to view this message. If received in error, please contact the sender and delete
the communication.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Building Code Advisory Council Comments

Attached are my comments to the Boards and Commissions Review Committee.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Visit us at www.elpc.org

Blog | Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn
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The Boards and Commissions Review Committee   September 5, 2023 

Department of Management 

State House 

Des Moines, Iowa  

 

The Building Code Advisory Council in Iowa, established under Iowa Code 103A.14, plays a 

crucial role in ensuring the safety, efficiency, and compliance of construction projects throughout 

the state.  Passed in 1972, House File 6 established the state building code, provide for its 

administration, and provide for a penalty for violations of the code. The Council members are 

appointed by the Governor and are persons uniquely qualified by experience or training to 

provide a broad or specialized expertise on matters pertaining to building construction (Code 

103A.14).   

 

Key points highlighting the importance of this council: 

 

Safety: One of the primary functions of the Building Code Advisory Council is to promote 

building safety. They review and make recommendations regarding building codes and 

standards. Ensuring that buildings meet or exceed safety codes is essential to protect the lives 

and property of Iowa's residents. 

 

Code Development: The council assists in the development and revision of building codes and 

standards. This ensures that Iowa's building codes remain up-to-date with the latest 

advancements in construction technology, materials, and safety practices. 

 

Compliance: By providing guidance and interpretation of building codes, the council helps 

builders, architects, and engineers understand and adhere to the regulations. This promotes 

compliance with the law and helps avoid costly mistakes during construction. 

 

Consistency: The council helps maintain consistency in building codes and regulations across 

Iowa. This consistency is essential for builders and developers who operate in multiple 

jurisdictions within the state, as it reduces confusion and streamlines the construction process. 

 

Innovation: Through the advisory council, Iowa can incorporate innovative construction 

practices and materials that improve energy efficiency and sustainability. This can help reduce 

the environmental impact of buildings and lower long-term operational costs for property 

owners. 

 

Public Input: The council often includes members of the public, such as homeowners and 

representatives from various industries. This inclusion allows for a broader perspective on 

building codes, ensuring that they consider the needs and concerns of different stakeholders. 
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Economic Impact: Having well-regulated and safe buildings is essential for the economic well-

being of Iowa. Safe structures attract businesses and residents, which can boost economic 

development and property values. 

 

Disaster Resilience: Iowa is susceptible to various natural disasters, including tornadoes and 

floods. Building codes enforced with the council's guidance can enhance the resilience of 

structures, reducing damage during such events and facilitating a faster recovery process. 

 

Education and Training: The council can also support education and training programs for 

builders and code enforcement officials. This helps ensure that professionals in the construction 

industry are knowledgeable about the latest codes and safety standards. 

 

The Building Code Advisory Council in Iowa plays a vital role in promoting building safety, 

code compliance, and innovation in construction. Folding the responsibilities into another board 

or commission will diminish the integrity of the state building code and potentially politized 

processes and mechanisms that have been working for over 50 years. The Council's work 

contributes to the state's overall well-being, economic growth, and disaster resilience. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

505 Fifth Avenue, 3rd Floor • Des Moines, IA  50309 
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Athletic Training Licensure

Good afternoon,

      My name is  and I am a BOC Certified Athletic Trainer as well as an
Iowa Licensed Athletic Trainer. I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to
committees/boards in our state, particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of
Athletic Training. This is very alarming for the safety of athletes in this state. Athletic trainers
play a vital role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily. The presence of
athletic trainers allows coaches to focus on coaching and allows a licensed healthcare provider
to prevent, evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency occurs,
athletic trainers are present to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an
emergency action plan/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being
such an important and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat
head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

      47 states and the District of Columbia require Athletic Trainers to be licensed. Removing
the licensure requirement would be detrimental to all athletic trainers in the state and would be
a major step back for sports medicine in the state of Iowa. Athletic Trainers are healthcare
professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis, and intervention of emergent, acute,
and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional limitations, and disabilities. As
an athletic trainer, I am trained to handle emergency situations and provide the best care for
the athletes who participate in Iowa. Athletic training licensure provides the highest level of
patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for healthcare
professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health professions category, as
defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are assigned
National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical Association also
recognizes athletic training as an allied healthcare profession.

If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools that are
hiring athletic trainers to determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
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healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sports less
safe.

Thank you for your time,

Join the team behind the team!  Visit Give to Athletic Training to support our team.

Northwestern College
101 7th Street SW
Orange City, Iowa 51041
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             IATS Licensure Support Letter - Oklahoma Athletic Trainers' Association

All,

Please see the attached letter in support of the licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa.

--

Best,
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To: Iowa Athletic Trainers’ Society

From: 

To Whom It May Concern:

Please accept this letter showing our support of the Iowa Athletic Trainers’ Society Board of Athletic Training. 
Iowa has been a long-time leader in the profession of athletic training across the country.  To have such a 
dense population of athletic trainers (ATs) and so few complaints is proof that the Board and the IATS are 
doing their jobs of maintaining high levels of healthcare for athletes and patients that are cared for by licensed 
athletic trainers.  

Ending the licensure of athletic trainers in the state of Iowa would be a tremendous step backwards.  Athletic 
trainers are healthcare professionals specializing in the prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation of injuries in 
the athletic and physically active population. ATs have previously required a minimum of a bachelor’s degree 
from a college or university accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education 
(CAATE) and that standard has just recently been raised to a required master’s degree. Athletic trainers must 
also pass a comprehensive national Board of Certification exam and are currently regulated in 49 states, 
including Iowa. Removing this licensure would increase the dangers of adequate, professional, and highest 
standards of healthcare for athletes and patients in Iowa as licensure helps provide scope of practice guidance 
and protects the public from untrained, inadequately educated individuals. In short, licensure provides the 
highest level of protection for the public’s safety and is the standard in regulating all other healthcare 
professions. 

We, Oklahoma Athletic Trainers’ Association, strongly support maintaining the licensure of athletic trainers in 
Iowa as their leadership has been profound for other states in this region.  

In support,

President, Oklahoma Athletic Trainers’ Association 
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public input 9/6/2023

Hello,

My name is , I am a current MSW student intern with National Association of Social
Workers Iowa Chapter. I am interested in speaking at the public hearing in regards to the
potential merge/consolidation of the Iowa Board of Social Work.

Thank you!

Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended
solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient,
you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of
the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically
archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business.
Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comments on AT Licensure

Hello-

I am reaching out to voice my opinion AGAINST eliminating licensure for Athletic Trainers in
the state of Iowa. I work at one of the many community college in Iowa and feel that it is
important to make sure athletic trainers that are hired at these schools are held accountable for
their basic certification. Enforcing the licensure gives the public confidence that they are
working with a certified and competent athletic trainer. With the rise in cardiac related deaths,
heat injuries, concussions, and other injuries the public, parents, and educators need to be
sure they have hired or are working with a trained individual.

Thank You!
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Licensure Board

Good afternoon,

My name is  and I am the supervisor for the athletic training outreach program
at Greater Regional Health in Creston Iowa.

I am reaching out to comment on the proposed changes to committees/boards in Iowa and
particularly the recommended elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. I cannot begin to
state how alarming this is for the safety of athletes in our state. Athletic trainers play a vital role
in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state daily. The presence of athletic
trainers allows coaches to coach and allows a licensed healthcare provider to prevent,
evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, if an emergency occurs, athletic trainers
are present to provide the necessary immediate care and activate an emergency action
plan/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being such an important
and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat head injuries
accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

There are many stories of the importance of athletic trainers, too many for this one email, but I
will share a few.  who graduated from Pleasant Valley High School and
played football at Iowa, was working out in Bettendorf and collapsed. An athletic trainer’s quick
and effective response to his cardiac issue is why he is still alive today. Last year, athletic
trainers at two different high schools in Iowa accurately diagnosed internal organ damage and
saved their athlete’s lives. Athletic trainers at a university in Iowa saved the life of a basketball
manager during practice a few years ago and saved an athlete from paralysis last year by
properly treating a cervical spine injury. I could go on and on with more stories. In each case
you needed a licensed healthcare professional there, on site, to have a positive outcome.
Having to call medical help or having someone without the right qualifications present could
have led to a poor outcome. Athletic trainers are the professionals that are trained to be on site
and take care of these injuries.

If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the schools who are
hiring athletic trainers determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. That
means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
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healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less
safe.

Additionally, by removing the licensure system from our state, we would rely only on the Board
of Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
exam is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates for basic knowledge and
skill, a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure continuing education is
necessary for public protection as best practices will naturally evolve over an athletic trainer’s
career.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

Finally, as a parent, I want my kids to be safe when playing in sports. I know injuries will
happen, but I expect the school or organization to have the properly trained individuals on site
to provide care. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and licensure system takes away an
important and effective means to ensure qualified individuals are providing that care.

Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you reach out to the
committee members making this decision and reconsider the elimination of the Board of
Athletic Training. Thank you for your time!

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation

September 5, 2023

To whom it may concern:

We, the faculty of the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation at the University of Iowa,
are curious and concerned about the recent proposal that risks weakening or eliminating state
oversight of athletic training healthcare professionals, which is currently provided by the Iowa
Board of Athletic Training.

The increasing use of athletic trainers as clinicians, and the Master of Science in Athletic
Training program at UI, are both critically important to the state of Iowa.  As clinicians, athletic
trainers serve as important members of the healthcare team and are increasingly expected to
deliver high-quality care to athletes of all ages and abilities. In our institution, they are integral
members of our faculty, and their educational program strengthens the mission of our
department and the College of Medicine.

It is not clear to us what the consequences of the Boards and Commissions Review
Committee’s recommendations will be.  Our understanding is that Iowa Senate File 514 has
given a mandate to the BCRC to decrease the number of advisory boards.  While decreasing
wasteful spending and needless bureaucracy is a laudable goal, it must be done with care and
due diligence to avoid any unintended negative consequences.

We have searched and reached out to representatives of state government to understand the
details of the proposal, but the specific plan, intent, and rationale have not been forthcoming.
Our concern is that eliminating or weakening the board and licensing for athletic training would
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be a step backward in common sense healthcare reform, allow athletic training to become
completely unregulated in our state (and puts us at odds with the other 47 states and District of
Columbia which mandate licensure of athletic trainers), increase the cost of care of injured
athletes, and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.  Most
importantly, we fear that without minimum standards of education and peer oversight, the
quality of practitioners in Iowa will decrease and it will negatively impact patient care. It is not
possible to fully envision the potential effects, either positive or negative, of this proposed
action without more information and clarity. However, we assert that our healthcare system
depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective level of
care; this must continue to include athletic training.

We urge the BCRC and our elected representatives to approach this issue with the attention
and nuance it deserves. Please slow down, consult the public and relevant experts, and ensure
that we continue to strive to make healthcare in Iowa accessible, affordable, and valuable to all
our citizens. We appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important issue.

Sincerely,
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Orthopedics and Rehabilitation

200 Hawkins Drive
Iowa City, IA 52242-1009

319-356-2223 Tel
319-353-6754 Fax

uihc.org
September 5, 2023

To whom it may concern:
 
We, the faculty of the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation at the University of 
Iowa, are curious and concerned about the recent proposal that risks weakening or 
eliminating state oversight of athletic training healthcare professionals, which is currently 
provided by the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.
 
The increasing use of athletic trainers as clinicians, and the Master of Science in Athletic 
Training program at UI, are both critically important to the state of Iowa.  As clinicians, 
athletic trainers serve as important members of the healthcare team and are increasingly 
expected to deliver high-quality care to athletes of all ages and abilities. In our institution, 
they are integral members of our faculty, and their educational program strengthens the 
mission of our department and the College of Medicine.
 
It is not clear to us what the consequences of the Boards and Commissions Review 
Committee’s recommendations will be.  Our understanding is that Iowa Senate File 514 has 
given a mandate to the BCRC to decrease the number of advisory boards.  While decreasing 
wasteful spending and needless bureaucracy is a laudable goal, it must be done with care 
and due diligence to avoid any unintended negative consequences.

We have searched and reached out to representatives of state government to understand 
the details of the proposal, but the specific plan, intent, and rationale have not been 
forthcoming.  Our concern is that eliminating or weakening the board and licensing for 
athletic training would be a step backward in common sense healthcare reform, allow 
athletic training to become completely unregulated in our state (and puts us at odds with 
the other 47 states and District of Columbia which mandate licensure of athletic trainers), 
increase the cost of care of injured athletes, and decrease or eliminate our ability to work 
with these skilled providers.  Most importantly, we fear that without minimum standards of 
education and peer oversight, the quality of practitioners in Iowa will decrease and it will 
negatively impact patient care. It is not possible to fully envision the potential effects, either 
positive or negative, of this proposed action without more information and clarity. 
However, we assert that our healthcare system depends on strong state boards to assure 
that all providers provide a safe and effective level of care; this must continue to include 
athletic training.
 
We urge the BCRC and our elected representatives to approach this issue with the attention 
and nuance it deserves. Please slow down, consult the public and relevant experts, and 
ensure that we continue to strive to make healthcare in Iowa accessible, affordable, and 
valuable to all our citizens. We appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically 
important issue.
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Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

Dear Boards & Commissions Review Committee:

I am the Chief Human Resources Officer at Greater Regional Health in Creston, IA. I have
been in HR here at the hospital for over 17 years. At GRH we want to hire the most qualified,
dedicated and experienced healthcare professionals. In order to do this, we must rely on the
state governing agencies to establish a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer.

I am writing in regard to the topic of elimination of advisory boards including the Board of
Athletic Training. If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the
schools who are hiring athletic trainers determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic
trainer.

That means the schools and often athletic administrators or coaches who are not trained in
healthcare will be charged with determining who is qualified to provide healthcare. While I have
respect for athletic administrators and coaches, they are not the best individuals to hire a
healthcare provider. Overall, this change hurts the public and makes participation in sport less
safe.

Here in Creston we were fortunate enough to have an Athletic Trainer save a wrestler at the
Iowa High School State Wrestling Tournament. He noticed the wrestler was struggling after his
match, but the wrestler brushed off any assistance. As the mats were cleared for intermission,
the wrestler collapsed, and the athletic trainer was the first to respond and quickly move into
action with CPR. His knowledgeable and experienced reaction saved this young man’s life.

I ask you to reconsider the removing the Board of Athletic Training and licensure system. If you
do so, it takes away an important and effective means to ensure qualified individuals are
providing that care. Thank you for the consideration of these comments and I ask that you to
reconsider the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training.
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Sincerely,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This transmission, including any attachments, is covered by the
Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C 2510-2521 and is for the sole use of the
intended recipient(s). This communication may contain confidential and privileged information.
Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender for directions for disposal or deletion.” Please
consider the Environment before printing this e-mail.

NOTICE:This transmission, including any attachments, is covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C 2510-2521 and is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s). This communication may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender for directions for disposal or deletion. Please consider the
Environment before printing this e-mail.
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Fwd: Athletic Trainers Licensing Board

Greetings,

I am reaching out to share my concern regarding the recently formed Boards and Commissions
Review Committee (BCRC), who intend to eliminate over 140 advisory boards, including the
Board of Athletic Training.

State Board Certification and Licensure is critical to the regulation of health care in this country.
Not only will this decision drive professional athletic trainers to seek work in other licensed
states (47 to be exact) it will leave our patients vulnerable, not knowing who is practicing
ethically and ensuring that the highest level of care is being provided. The governing boards
mandate these standards and without their oversight, the level of care being provided will
suffer.

I work alongside some very talented athletic trainers, and I know for certain, that if their
licensing board is eliminated, they will likely leave the state of Iowa.  How is this helping the
people of Iowa exactly?  What are the proposed benefits?  Do the people making these
decisions have any medical knowledge of the work these professionals do and the impact this
decision will have on our medical community? If not, I implore those making this decision to
reach out and speak with our UIHC leadership, to fact gather and to ensure they are making
the best informed decisions moving forward.

I implore those who are weighing in on this decision, to reconsider and vote no, keeping the
licensing boards in place for our Athletic Training professionals.

Not only will our medical community will be greatly impacted if this decision moves forward and
they eliminate the athletic trainers licensing board, our athletes and patients of Iowa will suffer
the most.

Do better.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Society Comments

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

On behalf of the Iowa Chiropractic Society and our members, I am writing to place my public
comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not be combined and merged with
any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public safety including:

1. This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
2. This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
3. Merging with certain other professional boards may create conflicts of interest on similar
issues for regulation
4. We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         >
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Re: Athletic Training Licensure Board and Licensing

I would like to attend the BRCC meeting tomorrow.

I am interested in providing in person comments on the athletic training board status.

Sent from my IPhone
Get Outlook for iOS
  _____

From: 
Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2023 10:30:02 AM
To: bcrccomments@iowa.gov <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Subject: Athletic Training Licensure Board and Licensing

I am the Director of Sports Medicine at Iowa State University and reside in Nevada.

I was just made aware there will be a recommendation to eliminate the licensing board for
Athletic Training and potentially athletic training licensure.
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Athletic trainers are front line health care workers and the setting which they work are now very
diverse.  They also now require a masters degree in Athletic Training to sit for the national
board exams and thus to qualify for Iowa License to practice.  Athletic Training has become a
specialty sports medicine service with extensive education and preparation.  The state of Iowa
has multiple master’s programs in our university and colleges educating future people in this
profession.  It’s growth, and subsequent expansion of services across our state has been due
to the requirement and assurance of qualified individuals rendering care, just like any other
medical profession.

The growth of this profession and the availability of services to athletes and people at all levels
has occurred due to the professional demands required to practice.  This has occurred
because we have ensured competency for the public as to their qualifications by requiring a
license just like physicians, physical therapists, radiologists, etc.  As you well know, licensure is
in place, particularly for health related professions, and to protect the public.  Licensure in Iowa
has been in place for over 25 years, and has been very successful.  There are over 1,100
practicing athletic trainers in Iowa.  They work in all settings from schools to universities to pro
sports, to private clinics, industry, and corporations.  They do so with the assurance of
qualifications provided by proving they are licensed.  There are few complaints filed to the
licensing board, mostly because AT’s are professionally prepared and aware of the
requirements demanded of being license.  It has done it’s job to promote professional care.
Removing the Board because there are few complaints is akin to removing fire departments
because the number of fires are down.

If licensure is eliminated, virtually anyone can claim to be a qualified health care professional
athletic trainer, with NO assurance to the public who they are getting.  I can personally attest to
this, because prior to licensure, we had school janitors, local fitness enthusiasts, and high
school/college drop outs serving as the “athletic trainer” for schools and organizations.  Every
state except California currently requires licensure.  California still can’t get this right with no
licensure, and they have more reported problems of inappropriate care, services, etc. than
anyone in the country, and athletes and students are suffering the consequences.

I was one of the original writers of the state law and the rules and regulations of the board and
have been a former Board chair.  I can assure you, if licensure is repealed, it will not be long
where the public risk will significantly increase when it comes to on-site sports medicine
coverage by athletic trainers and the state and many of its entities (namely schools and
universities) will have far bigger problems to deal with.

I am being told the Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensure is going to recommend
discontinuance.  I can’t fathom that they would recommend discontinuance of any health
related licensing, particularly one where it many times involves youth and young adults.  This
can’t really be a cost cutting measure since the licensing board meets virtually and requires no
dedicated staff to run it and in the end, actually generates revenue to exceed any costs for the
state through licensing fees.  Should this go through, the impact will surely be felt swiftly and
publicly.  It would be an epic failure of our state government to not provide protection of the

Page 958 of 1221



public in this specific area.

Obviously I’m passionate about this, so if you need to call me, let me know.

Please consider all of this.  It is an unnecessary action without financial or logical merit with far
reaching consequences.

Sincerely,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This E-mail (included in the attachments) is covered by the
electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C.§§ 2510-2521, is confidential and may be
legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
retention, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.
Please reply to the sender that you have received the message in error, and then delete it.
Thank You.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Certification

I feel doing away with certifications for athletic trainers would be a big mistake.  Doing so would
cause many schools to not even offer athletic trainers due to potential issues with non certified
trainers. Would you want someone that was jot certified treating your child or grandchildren if
something was to happen to them playing sports.  If you’re like other people you wouldn’t even
want to take you vehicle an uncertified mechanic but you would want an uncertified trainer
treating your child. Sorry I don’t thinks that I would want that.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comments for Boards and Commissions Review Committee

Specific to recommendations regarding the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and Athletic
Training Licensure.

This email may contain confidential Information.
Click here for the  Confidentiality Agreement (v.1).
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From:                
                         .kleese@gmail.com>
                         <troy.kleese@gmail.com>
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer Board and Licensure

Committee,

I am a Certified Athletic Trainer and I'm writing to urge you not to eliminate the Board of Athletic
Training or the professional license for athletic trainers.

The Board of AT is a financially viable entity, thus the elimination of the Board does nothing
when it comes to saving the State of Iowa money.

The Athletic Training profession is an allied health care profession as recognized by the
American Medical Association, thus should be viewed just as any other health care profession
in the state when it comes to scope of practice standards and protection of the patients we
serve.

Elimination of the athletic trainer licensure may impact the employment status of athletic
trainers within the state, while traveling with their teams to other states, or if they move to other
states to seek employment.  The potential elimination of jobs would go against what I believe
the current state administration stands for when it comes to employing Iowans and when it
comes to attracting folks to come work in our state.

I respectfully request that the elimination of the AT Board and the elimination of the Athletic
Training license be removed from consideration by the Committee.

Thank you.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 15:35:45 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     dawn.driscoll@legis.iowa.gov
                         <dawn.driscoll@legis.iowa.gov>

Subject:

To Whom It May Concern,

It has been brought to my attention that there is discussion of eliminating the Athletic Training
Licensure Board.  As a high school athletic director and coach, I find this very troubling.  When
we have had sports teams travel to away sporting events, it has not been a concern as to
whether the medical professional on the sidelines has been an athletic trainer.  We have
trusted the athletic trainer at wrestling tournaments to do the right thing for our student-athletes
because they know what they are doing. However, if you eliminate the athletic training
licensure that changes everything. Athletic trainers will no longer be regulated.  Anyone can
pose as an athletic trainer.  Someone that is not qualified can be working as a "medical
professional" without the proper training and let an athlete return to a sporting event when they
should have been taken out.  This puts more stress on the school districts to make sure they
hire someone that is properly trained and qualified, and also increases their liability if
something were to go wrong.

Maintaining the Athletic Training Licensure Board ensures that athletic trainers are following
regulations, but also ensures student-athletes are safe.

--

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 15:38:26 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             HIS Board

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is .   I am a practicing ENT surgeon in NW Iowa and am
writing to say that I believe eliminating the board of hearing instrument specialists is a mistake.
We receive many referrals from multiple HIS in the area and believe that without them many of
these people would be delaying treatment or not coming in at all. I also know that the
standards that they are held to are important to keep people safe. They are mandatory
reporters as are we. They are held to ethical standards to make sure they are not selling
hearing aids to people who would benefit from medical intervention. They also are who I rely
on to treat the cases when surgery and medicine is not the complete solution.  Patients who
come to me many times still need hearing aids and counseling that buying something
unsupported would give less than satisfactory results.  The board certification insures that they
keep themselves up to date with the training they need to help people at the highest level.  You
cannot expect the OTC market to accommodate the needs of anyone but people with mild
hearing loss as is mandated by the FDA.  If you take away the need for certification, who is
going to be left to take care of everyone else who needs the additional help? The difference is
already confusing for patients. Once there is no need for board certification, the difference will
be even murkier and will most likely lead to many leaving the profession altogether.  I think it is
very premature to end this board.
Thank you,

Sent from my iPhone

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 15:41:13 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; tom.shipley@legis.iowa.gov
                         <tom.shipley@legis.iowa.gov>; tom.moore@legis.iowa.gov
                         <tom.moore@legis.iowa.gov>; 
                         
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainer's

To all this concerns:

I am writing as I just received notice that the Iowa Board of Commissions recently met and
discussed de-regulating or doing away with the Athletic Training commission for the state of
Iowa. Of all 259 boards and regulatory bodies this is the one they want to hang their hat on.
This is a terrible idea, for young and older novice athletes, student athletes, collegiate student
athletes, and professional athlete’s alike.

I am currently a Physician Assistant here in the state of Iowa. I have worked in the orthopedics
and sports medicine realm for the past 11 years. I have served southwest Iowa rural
communities, public and private school systems and athletes. I have worked with 

 in Oklahoma City, who has been team physician for the Oklahoma Sooners football
and gymnastics teams respectively. So I consider myself having a lot of firsthand knowledge of
services that athletic trainer’s provide, and the excellent service’s that are provided by their
training background, their continuing education, and hands on ability to diagnose and treat a
plethora of sports injuries and their ability to know when to move to the next rung in the ladder
of care.

The people that will be most affected by the loss of board commissioned Certified Athletic
trainer’s (CAT) is the youth in every community, but most of all those in rural communities with
limited access to first line care. This includes most of Iowa as a whole. These CAT are an
integral part of a young athlete’s care at the community and private school levels. It is football
season at the moment, and one of the biggest concerns over the last several years is
“concussion protocols.” This is only one place where CATs make a huge impact. One reason
for these protocols and taking this decision away from coaches and staff was the concern that
protocols and standards weren’t being followed. Having someone licensed and certified takes
the responsibility off of the schools, coaches, and staff and sets it squarely on a licensed
professional that is educated and trained to make those decisions. I understand that coaches
and staff members have to do “mandatory training” on this to know the signs and symptoms,
but often times in the heat of the battle they aren’t always focused on these ancillary issues.
This can be said the same with fractures and other significant injuries that young athletes
sustain that “Coach Joe” who is an accountant in town but coaches the kids during the football
season may not know or understand. Again, as I work in the medical field I’ll put things in this
light. Say It’s your mom, grandma, kid, etc., suffers a sudden cardiac arrest. Now, I as an

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 15:41:57 CDT
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orthopedist am currently certified in Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS), which I re-test
every 2 years as mandatory in the event someone at the hospital suffers from this same
ailment of sudden cardiac arrest. Who would you rather have performing CPR and medical
care for your loved one? Myself with 11 years of orthopedic and sports medicine experience,
who hasn’t ran an actual code for the past 11 years? Or, would you rather have an
experienced board certified frontline provider or cardiologist preforming life saving measures
on them?

That being said, I am confident I would perform ACLS as directed in the book and certification
class. But I would not move someone out of the way that has more experience than me to care
for anyone’s loved one. These are school aged kids, which typically don’t know what’s best for
them other than they want to play sports. A 10-17y/o kid is not worried about what life is going
to be like 10-40yrs from an injury they sustained at that young age. That is for the health
professionals to be concerned with and have educated conversations with them and their
parents. The frontline of this care starts with the Certified Athletic Trainer.

In closing, I want to reiterate that small communities and rural health is the majority of Iowa and
healthcare at the school age often starts with school nurses and staff, and sports medicine
typically starts with the athletic trainers. To lose them and allow any Tom, no offense Mr.
Shipley, Dick, or Harry to practice frontline medicine and modalities to our youth would be
taking many steps backwards from where we came from. We need to be forward looking not
setting ourselves back.

Thanks for your time, I hope this hits home.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comments for AT Regulatory Board UNSECURE

Hello!

Please see attached for public comments from OrthoNebraska Clinics for the meeting on
9/6/23 RE: Athletic Trainer Regulatory Board. If you have any further questions, please do not
hesitate to reach out. Thank you!

Regards,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 15:45:02 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure Boards Review Public Comment

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

As a physician and small business owner in the state of Iowa, I am writing to place my public
comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not be combined and merged with
any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The contents of this email message and any attachments are
intended solely for the addressee(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged information
and may be legally protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this
message or their agent, or if this message has been addressed to you in error, please
immediately alert the sender by reply email and then delete this message and any
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attachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use,
dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Oppose Merge of Iowa Chiropractic Licensing Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board's
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Notice: The PHI (personal health information) contained in this Email
is HIGHLY CONFIDENTIAL. It is intended exclusively for the addressee.
It is to be used only for healthcare communication to this patient. Any other use is a violation of
Federal Law (HIPPA) and will be reported as such.
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             IBHA Comments Boards & Comm Public Hearing 9.6.2023

Please find attached comments & observations from the Iowa Behavioral Health Association
regarding the Boards & Commissions Review Committee subcommittee recommendations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Advocacy & Knowledge Sharing for the Advancement of the Behavioral Health Field

IBHA is the leading voice to enhance the effectiveness and resiliency of nonprofit
licensed/accredited organizations that provide prevention and treatment services for mental
health, substance use, and gambling disorders. We represent 30 agencies across Iowa and a
listing of member locations as well as programs and services offered is available at https:
//www.ibha.org/preferred-providers/
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Advocacy & Knowledge Sharing for the Advancement of the Behavioral Health Field 

 

 

 
2900 100th Street, Suite 200, Urbandale IA 50322 

515.309.3315 office 
www.ibha.org 

Flora@ibha.org 

 

To: Boards & Commissions Review Committee 
From:  
Date: 9.6.2023 
Re: Comments / Public Hearing on Recommendations 
 
On behalf of the Iowa Behavioral Health Association (IBHA), I am offering the following comments and 
observations regarding the Boards & Commissions Review Committee subcommittee recommendations. 
 
FINDINGS – we concur with all 5 findings. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS – we concur with all 8 recommendations. Of special note: 

• Rec #3 - expanding access and participation through increased availability of virtual or hybrid 
meeting options is extremely valuable to IBHA’s membership to be able to participate in the 
numerous boards & commissions meetings. 

• Rec #5 – all boards and commissions should strive to obtain the best possible candidates to 
serve and the removal of the arbitrary gender balance should assist with this effort. IBHA has 
often been required to restart our candidate nomination process to the boards and commissions 
in which we have a dedicated appointee after being informed the board / commission needed to 
maintain the required gender balance and as such, our nominee(s) could not be appointed. This 
is extremely frustrating for those who took the time to be vetted by IBHA as our representative 
and had filled out the required paperwork to then be turned down not because of their 
qualifications to serve, but simply because of their gender.   

• Rec # 8 – licensing and credentialling processes and standards often create barriers to 
workforce entry within our industry and efforts to modernize this process and reduce the 
administrative burdens would be appreciated. Yet, we also urge caution to look out for those 
unintended consequences that would ultimately further complicate the system. 

 
The need to eliminate, consolidate / merge and/or reorganize the 250+ state boards, commissions and 
committees is understandable and a needed undertaking to help improve the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the respective state departments, and as a means to best utilize the time and talents of the 
Iowans serving on these entities as well as for the numerous staff, stakeholders and organizations like 
IBHA that regularly participate in the meetings. 
 
IBHA recognizes the forthcoming changes will take time to implement and will probably face some 
hurdles and objections, yet both myself and IBHA’s members, look forward to continuing to work with our 
various state partners as this process moves forward.  
 
Respectfully, 

 
 

 
 
 

IBHA is the leading voice to enhance the effectiveness and resiliency of nonprofit licensed/accredited organizations that provide 
prevention and treatment services for mental health, substance use, and gambling disorders. We represent 30 agencies across 
Iowa and a listing of member locations as well as programs and services offered is available at: https://www.ibha.org/preferred-
providers/   
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Board Combineing with other boards

Dear Board and Commissions Review Committee,

I am writeing to you today to ask that you do not combine the Chiropractic Board with any other
board.

My number one concern is for the safety of our patients in the state of Iowa, we need a board
that is concerned for practice of Chiropractic only.We need members on the board who can
concentrate and be more specific and knowledgeable for one profession only.

Volunteers who serve on these boards will not want to serve if they are spending a lot of time
on other professions issues.

Currently they is trouble getting adequate  investigations due to timeing and this will be worse if
you combine boards..

Thank you for considering this issue, and Please for the sake of our citizens of our state ,, do
not combine the Chiropractic Board with any other board,

Sicerely,

Sent from Mail for Windows

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 15:57:11 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Society request to speak

Good afternoon,
The Iowa Chiropractic Society has already submitted comments. I was hoping to speak briefly
along with  if there is still room.
Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training support

Please see the attached letter of support to overturn the decision to eliminate the Iowa Board
of Athletic Training.

Respectfully,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 16:12:57 CDT
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Good afternoon,

My name is  and I am currently the COO of the Shenandoah Medical Center. I am writing this 
afternoon to ask that you support the overturning of the decision to eliminate the Iowa Board of 
Athletic Training. The elimination of this board, and subsequently the certification and oversight of the 
profession of Athletic Training that the board provides, is definitely a step in the wrong direction for 
Iowa, and the schools, club teams, semi-pro teams, and all the athletes that our highly trained ATCs 
provide. 

I am a Physical Therapist by background, and have provided many hours of game coverage for multiple 
sports for our local high schools. I have a doctorate degree in physical therapy, but still advocated for my 
hospital to employ athletic trainers to provide this coverage because they are the most highly trained 
and qualified to provide the care needed on the field. Many times these cares are emergent in nature, 
and as someone who is also a parent of high school and middle school aged athletes, I do not want 
anything less than a highly trained individual, whose license or certificate is heavily regulated with 
requirements to maintain the most up-to-date skills, to be there in a time of need. Our hospital is 
passionate about this cause, which is why we invest well over $45,000 yearly into providing these 
services to four local rural schools in our area, despite the fact that they are not reimbursable services 
through any insurance. You may question why we would make such a business decision, but I don’t 
think that you have to look very far into the recent history of major professional sports to see the 
lifesaving services that athletic trainers can provide. I don’t want to take too many liberties here 
because I have not spoken to him directly, but my guess is that it is safe to say that Damar Hamlin is 
extremely happy that the State of New York has a Board of Athletic Training, and that athletic trainers 
have the professional protections afforded by board certification. Otherwise, he might have been left to 
have whatever average Joe that was willing to come out of the crowd to provide him aid. 

I, once again, would respectfully ask for your support in maintaining the Iowa Board of Athletic Training. 
From my understanding, the elimination of the board would make us the only state in the union to not 
have licensed or certified athletic trainers, and I truly do not think that is in the best interest of 
healthcare or of the student athletes in our great state. 

Thank you, 

Board of Athletic Training support letter.docx for Printed Item: 583 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Support for the Iowa Board of Athletic Training

To The Boards and Commissions Review Committee (BCRC)

I am reaching out with significant concern for Athletic training in Iowa.  The proposed
abolishment of the Iowa board of Athletic Training would be a huge mistake for healthcare in
Iowa. I work with athletic trainers (ATs) every day in clinic, in the athletic training rooms and on
the athletic fields/courts.

 ATs are absolutely crucial and integral to the health and safety of our youth athletes in the
high school and college setting.  ATs specialize in dealing with urgent medical situations in
sports but also in unique settings such as factories and the military.  ATs require graduate
medical training and 47 states and DC require AT licensure, and athletic training is a nationally
recognized (AMA and HHS) health care profession.  This licensure is crucial for maintaining
appropriate training and scope of practice.  We already have a relative shortage of ATs in our
state, further placing youth athletes at risk of severe harm.  Losing our state licensure and
oversight would make hiring ATs here even more challenging.  This would affect all local high
schools, colleges of all levels, many workplace health systems, athletic training educational
programs at U of Iowa and elsewhere, orthopaedic and other medical clinics, and many other
venues.

I cannot support what the Iowa Board of Athletic Training does enough.  It is absolutely vital to
the health and safety of patients and athletes across the state.  Its elimination would be an
absolute disaster and travesty.  I hope the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training is
averted and reconsidered.
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Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             SAY NO TO MERGING AUDIOLOGY WITH SPEECH PATHOLOGY!!!!

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to any further merger of audiology with speech
pathology in Iowa. The state faces a pressing need for hearing aid specialists (HIS), and
maintaining their distinct licensure is crucial.

The demand for HIS in Iowa is growing rapidly due to the prevalence of hearing difficulties in
our population. Having Hearing Instrument Specialists readily available to make accurate
assessments and tailored recommendations ensures Iowans receive the best care possible all
the time.

With such limited Audiologists in the area it'd be so difficult for patients to access good and
convenient care. What AuD wants to work at COSTCO and sell hearing aids instead of a
hospital or ENT clinic?

I urge you to consider the importance of preserving HIS licensure in Iowa to meet the growing
demand for hearing health services effectively. Please support efforts to maintain and expand
the availability of these specialized professionals.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         >
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             IAPMO Input on Boards and Commissions

Good afternoon,

On behalf of the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, please find
attached comments by Mr. , an Iowa resident, master plumber and master
mechanical license holder in Iowa for 20 years.

DO not hesitate to request additional information or any clarification about the subject therein.

Respectfully,

Director of Government Relations

The IAPMO Group

314.337.3922

www.Twitter.com/IAPMOGR

www.UniformCodes.org

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 16:42:46 CDT
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Comments to the Boards and Commissions Review Committee 
September 6, 2023 

 
Dear distinguished members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee. My name is 

, a longtime Iowa resident, a master plumber and master mechanical license holder 
in Iowa for 20 years. I submit these comments as the Senior Vice President of Field Services on 
behalf of the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, commonly called 
IAPMO.  
 
The State of Iowa has been well-served for decades by the Uniform Plumbing Code and 
ultimately, the Iowa Plumbing & Mechanical Systems Board (IPMSB). In understanding the 
spirit of Governor Reynold’s intent for evaluation and simplification of Boards and Commissions 
in the State, we can understand the desire to streamline what appears convoluted. Through this 
vision, our primary concern is the preservation of public health. We believe this is achieved 
through our plumbing trade and in concert with other respective building trades. Specifically, by 
ensuring the primary source of plumbing regulations, standards, and licensure ensure public 
safety and prevent public health risks by upholding the highest standards.  
 
Those currently serving on the IPMSB are the stalwarts in the Iowa plumbing field. They 
maintain a standard of excellence through professional guidance and depth of institutional 
knowledge by codifying the proven and reliable process of testing, education, and experience 
required to be a licensed practitioner, journeyman, or master plumber in Iowa.  
 
If the consolidation of Boards and Commissions statewide is a certainty, our request is to 
quarantine the skilled trades from such collectivization. While each trade is not siloed and ever 
strives for continual cross-pollination, the wells of knowledge each skill demands is not only 
wide, but deep. They are able to not only determine “go/no-go” criteria, but the how…and why 
of best practices. This capacity can only exist with the preservation of excellence in institutional 
knowledge. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. We appreciate the opportunity to collaborate 
and are happy to answer any questions you may have.  
 
The IAPMO Group, founded in 1926, is a standards development organization and trade association that 
is a critical voice for the industry by focusing on the technical aspects of the plumbing and mechanical 
sectors. Our membership includes contractors, engineers, manufacturers, suppliers, plumbing and 
mechanical inspectors, and building officials. IAPMO’s primary motive for action is to protect the 
public’s health by promoting efficient and effective plumbing and mechanical systems. 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             KEEP THE BOARD OF ATHLETIC TRAINING

Dear Legislator,

I am writing with my great concern regarding the proposed abolition of the State Board of
Athletic Training. While I am a conservative and generally in favor of small government, I fail to
see the wisdom in this proposal and think doing so puts many Iowans at risk.

I know you've heard from many of my colleagues listing the various reasons for keeping the
Board so I won't try to list them all now. Instead I'd like to add something you may not have
thought of. In case you haven't noticed, our healthcare system is working the poorest I've ever
seen it. Wait times are abysmal at all levels of care. The demand for healthcare services is
high, supply is low, and if you come spend a day with me in the Emergency Department, you'll
see what that leads to. Athletic trainers dramatically increase the scope of care that is provided
by physicians throughout the state of Iowa. ATs practice under our direction, help triage the
need for various health services, provide direct patient care, and are advocates for the
preventative-minded approach we need for the health of Iowans. Deregulating the practice of
athletic training threatens the future of the profession in Iowa and will damage our workforce
and the health of Iowans.

I urge you to abandon this proposal immediately.

Sincerely,

Team Physician, UI Athletics.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         
                         
                         

Subject:             Opposition to Elimination Iowa's Board of Hearing Aid Specialists

To whom it may concern,

Board of Hearing Aid Specialists.docx

My name is .  I am a Licensed Hearing Specialist in the State of Iowa.  I am
also Nationally Board Certified and Certified Hearing instrument Dispenser in Minnesota.  I
have been a Hearing Care Professional for over 30 years, and I cannot disagree more with the
recommendation to eliminate the Iowa Board of Hearing Specialists.

Eliminating the Board will lead to compromised patient safety, quality of care, access, and
satisfaction.

12-13% of all hearing tests end with a medical referral leading to early diagnosis and treatment
of an entire gambit of medical issues.

Eliminating licensure requirements will open the door to a number of unscrupulous companies
and individuals who will pray upon the predominately senior populations we serve.  You can
look to Colorado for the decade long nightmare of no licensure board and the problems
associated with that.

On the surface this looks like a cost-saving measure but in reality, you are transferring the
costs from one part of the State government to another.  The Office of the Attorney General will
get flooded with a host on new cases.

The U. S. Food and Drug Administration’s recent regulatory changes necessitate preserving
the board, not eliminating it.  This is because the FDA reclassified non-OTC hearing aids as
“prescription medical devices” that may only be dispensed upon a prescription or other order
from of state-licensed practitioner, including Hearing Aid Specialists.

Eliminating the Board will result in the loss of licensure for every Hearing Aid Specialist.  This
will effectively prevent hearing specialists from being able to assist Iowans to obtain the
hearing care they need, and drastically reduce patient access across the state.
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Eliminating the Board will force Iowans to seek care from unregulated providers, many of
whom will be fly-by-night hearing aid companies employing unscrupulous tactics to prey on the
senior and other consumers that need help.

Eliminating the board will result in the loss of many smaller practitioners, many of whom own
the small family businesses they run.  Losing income and jobs in your districts.

Losing jobs. Restricting access, endangering Seniors, transferring cost and turning to a Wild
West business model inviting unscrupulous entities into our communities does not sound like a
winning proposition.  I am strongly against the closure of the Board leading to the above.

Thank You,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Interior Design Examining Board - Keep intact

Hello,

My name is  and I am a Registered Interior Designer living and working in Iowa. I’
m reaching out in response to the Boards & Commissions Review Committee’s August 29
recommendation to eliminate the Board of Interior Design. Registered interior design
professionals directly impact on public health, safety, and welfare, and now that Registered
Interior Designers can practice independently in Iowa, an oversight board led by practitioners
and subject matter experts will be more important than ever before. I urge the Committee to
consider keeping some form of a regulatory board overseeing Registered Interior Designers
intact.

During the 2023 legislative session, the Iowa Legislature passed SF 135, with overwhelming
bipartisan support, which expanded the state’s interior designer registration to include the
ability to stamp and seal nonstructural construction plans for permitting. Registered Interior
Designers can now practice independently with that title. With that capability, the potential for
risk to public safety exists with it. So even if there was little discipline necessary for RIDs
before SF 135 become law, enforcement and disciplinary capacity of RIDs will be more critical
than ever before. Those matters are best left to subject matter experts and practitioners in the
profession, as they are in other states.

If maintaining the Board of Interior Design is not an option, perhaps it can be merged with the
Board of Architects. Joint boards are utilized in many states in the US, and due to the overlap
in practice between architects and registered interior designers, such a board would be
uniquely qualified to enforce the law and discipline those that cause harm or break it.

Please keep a subject matter expert-led regulatory board intact for the interior design
profession. Thank you.
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The information contained in this communication may be confidential, and is intended only for
the use of the recipient(s) named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please return it to the sender immediately and delete the original
message and any copy of it from your computer system.
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to Elimination of Iowa Board of Athletic Training

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

I hope this email finds you well. My name is , and I am a Licensed Athletic Trainer
in the State of Iowa, working for the largest employer of Athletic Trainers in the country,
Athletico. I work along alongside 350 athletic trainers in our company, with 50 of those 350
teammates residing and practicing in Iowa. I am writing to express my deep concern and
strong opposition to the recent consideration of eliminating the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.

The Athletic Training profession is composed of Certified and Licensed Athletic Trainers from
professional, collegiate, and high school teams; industries; physician offices; rehabilitation
clinics; and every branch of the United State military working together to promote and practice
the profession of Athletic Training within the State of Iowa. Athletic Trainers have a long history
of providing quality health care for athletes and persons engaged in regular physical activity.
They are highly skilled licensed health care professionals who specialize in immediate, acute,
and emergency care, examination, assessment, injury prevention, risk management,
therapeutic intervention and rehabilitation of injury and illness. We are included under the allied
health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) & also carry National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). Lastly, the American Medical
Association (AMA) also recognizes Athletic Trainers as an allied health care profession.

The National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA) represents and supports more than 45,000
members of the Athletic Training profession, including more than 1129 licensed Athletic
Trainers in the State of Iowa. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the
public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. It also
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ensures clients and employers that an Athletic Trainer is properly trained, taking continuing
education, and monitored. The associated Board of Athletic Training helps provide scope of
practice guidance & protects the public from untrained persons. There is no expense
associated with this Board. The fees that Athletic Trainers pay to renew their license cover all
costs and year over year they are consistently in the black.

By eliminating the Board of Athletic Training and subsequent licensing for Athletic Trainers, we
risk losing a dedicated group of professionals who are uniquely qualified to address the
specialized needs of athletes and active individuals. Their knowledge in injury prevention,
emergency response, and rehabilitation techniques is invaluable in safeguarding the health of
those who rely on their expertise.

I urge this committee to reconsider this proposal and recognize the indispensable contributions
that Athletic Trainers make to the communities of Iowa. Their skills and training are essential
components of a comprehensive healthcare system that prioritizes the physical well-being of its
citizens, especially in rural Iowa communities.

The move to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training is a backward movement in comparison to
the rest of the country. Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the
profession athletic training. The one remaining state has an active bill which would require
regulation of the practice of athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states. Thus, by
moving away from licensing athletic trainers in our state, we would be moving in the opposite
direction of everyone else and in this case, being different is not a good thing.

In conclusion, I stand firmly against the elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and
implore the Board to continue supporting this critical profession. Let us work together to ensure
that athletes and active individuals throughout the state continue to receive the highest
standard of care.

Respectfully,
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This message may contain information that is confidential, privileged, or otherwise protected
from disclosure. If this message contains Protected Health Information, its acquisition,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Keep the Board of Athletic Training

Committee members,
I strongly urge you to consider the health and safety of our student athletes at all levels of play
and to that end maintain the Iowa Board of Athletic Training.
Athletic Trainers are highly educated health care professionals who are trained in recognition
and treatment of emergent, acute and chronic injuries and illnesses. Licensing is a national
standard for health care professionals to ensure individuals filling those roles are qualified and
maintain continuing education to ensure highest quality of care for our adolescent, youth and
young adult athletes, not to mention patient populations in dozens of other settings where ATs
provide care. To reduce the standard regulation is take a step backward compared to the rest
of the country. Saving lives and preventing injuries is not a place to cut corners.

There are countless examples across the state and the nation that highlight the critical role ATs
have played in saving lives and reducing risk during catastrophic events from emergency
cardiac arrest to c-spine injuries. Taking away AT licensure and opening those roles to
anybody introduces unnecessary risk to the safety and well-being of the patients ATs serve.

I implore you to reconsider the elimination of the board of athletic training.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this vital issue.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             ATC license

To whom it may concern, please do not eliminate the ATC licensure in Iowa:

* There are over 1,100 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.

* The renewal fees that ATs pay fully funds the AT Board and is not a cost to the state.

* The AT license protects the health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring that the
ATs in the state are the qualified healthcare providers that athletes in Iowa deserve.

* The AT Board evaluates our scope of practice and adapts that based on the rapidly
changing world of healthcare.  If the Board is eliminated, other healthcare providers will have
influence over our scope of practice.

* Other states, like South Carolina moved towards licensure.  Thus 49/50 states have
regulation. This action would make Iowa, like California, not requiring licensure for ATs.

* The elimination of AT licensure may reduce the willingness of graduating students to stay
in the state.  It may also lead to currently licensed ATs leaving the state.  We are already
experiencing difficulty hiring ATs across the state, this would just increase the struggle,
specifically in rural schools.

* ATs appear in the Iowa Code as licensed healthcare providers, specifically in the recent
concussion law that was signed, declaring ATs as licensed healthcare providers.

ATCs are a vital component of health care, especially in the field of sports medicine and by
eliminating our license you would be doing a grave disservice to all those athletes!
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From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Deregulation

Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee members,

I write to you today, as a licensed hearing aid specialists whoprovides hearing healthcare
services to an increasingly growing population, to express my concern with the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee Subcommittee’s August 29, 2023, recommendation to
eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists (herein referred to as “the Board”).

The elimination of this Board will result in the unintended consequence of:

• Limiting/ lowering hearing healthcare access;
• Loss of licensure;
• Eliminating consumer protection;
• Compromised patient safety;
• Individual complacency;
• Reducing competition; and
• Laxed hearing healthcare industry standards.

This is because this Board – consisting of hearing healthcare industry experts- evaluates an
individual’s application for licensure and issues a license if the individual meets statutory,
regulatory, and board requirements. Additionally, the Board promulgates regulations to ensure
consumer protections from fraud and abuse and educational standards that aligned with
current practices to best serve Iowa’s hearing-impaired citizens. Furthermore, this Board
investigates complaints about unprofessional conduct.

Eliminating this Board may be interpreted by the U.S. Food andDrug Administration (FDA) as
eliminating the ability of licensed hearing aid specialists to order the use of prescription hearing
aids. Late 2022, the FDA issued regulationsrecategorized “traditional hearing aids,” which have
been dispensed by licensed hearing aid specialists for decades, as “prescription medical
devices,” which must be “prescribed or ordered the use of” by a licensed hearing care
professional; 21 C.F.R. § 801.109. Prescription hearing aids require a written or oral
authorization from a practitioner licensed by law to administer the device (C.F.R. § 801.109).

It is for these reasons that it is paramount that Iowa maintains the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists.
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Thank you for your attention to my concerns with eliminatingthe Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists and I respectfully ask for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if you
would like to discuss this issue further.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Psychological Association

Subject: Opposition to the Consolidation of the Board of Psychology into a Board of Behavioral
Health

The Iowa Psychological Association is a professional membership organization of doctoral-
level psychologists practicing in Iowa. Our members are subject to the Board of Psychology,
which is included in the list of recommended eliminations and consolidations. We are writing to
express the strongest opposition to the proposed elimination of the Board of Psychology by
consolidation into a Board of Behavioral Health. While we understand that efforts are being
made to streamline government operations and reduce administrative costs, we believe that
this particular consolidation would have significant detrimental effects on both the practice of
psychology and the well-being of the individuals it serves.

Psychology is a profession with distinct principles, practices, and ethical standards. This
proposed consolidation threatens to blur the boundaries between psychologists and other
behavioral health professions (e.g., masters-level social workers, behavior analysts),
potentially jeopardizing the integrity of our field and the quality of care received by our patients.

Here are the key reasons for our opposition:

Specialized Expertise: Doctors of psychology (Ph.D., Psy.D.) undergo rigorous training and
education to provide specialized psychological assessment, therapy, and intervention. Merging
the Board of Psychology into a broader Behavioral Health Board would dilute this unique
expertise, undermining the qualifications required of psychologists.

Consumer Trust and Safety: Patients trust licensed psychologists to provide evidence-based,
effective mental health services and critical testing, such as ID waivers and disability
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evaluations. Psychologists have a broader scope of practice than master’s-level professions,
and should not be overseen by those who have a narrower scope of practice. It would be akin
to having an ARNP supervise a physician or surgeon. Professions without advanced training in
psychological/neuropsychological testing should not oversee such practice.

Professional Identity: Psychologists have a well-defined professional identity, and this
consolidation would diminish that identity, making it harder for the public to distinguish
psychologists from other mental health professionals.

Ethical Standards: Psychology has a code of ethics distinct from other mental health
professions. Merging with a Behavioral Health Board could lead to conflicts over ethical
standards when addressing ethics complaints. Moreover, it could create confusion among the
public when different professions reach varying decisions based on their respective ethical
frameworks. Each profession should adhere to its own professional code of ethics.

Representation: Consolidation could lead to reduced representation for psychologists on the
Board, potentially disadvantaging the profession in decision-making and regulation. Given
psychology’s unique scope of practice, we do not believe it is appropriate for other mental
health professionals to be in a position to control the practice of psychology or constrain the
work of psychologists.

Board Recruitment: Recruitment has been cited as a rationale for consolidation, yet the Board
of Psychology has generally been able to recruit and retain members from both the profession
and the public. A larger board would likely require a greater time commitment, which might
deter practitioners. The current structure allows for a manageable quarterly commitment,
whereas a larger board might necessitate a full day or more for business.

We urge you to reconsider the consolidation proposal, emphasizing that while we acknowledge
the potential benefits of consolidating master's-level professions, we strongly advocate for the
retention of the Board of Psychology. Maintaining this distinct Board is crucial due to
psychologists’ broad scope of practice, more extensive training, and unique code of ethics and
to the provision of competent care to Iowans.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I hope you will carefully consider the concerns
raised by many within the psychology community and the potential negative consequences of
this consolidation. Please feel free to contact me if you would like to further discuss this issue.

Sincerely,
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09/04/2023 

 

Subject: Opposition to the Consolidation of the Board of Psychology into a Board of Behavioral Health 

 

The Iowa Psychological Association is a professional membership organization of doctoral-level 

psychologists practicing in Iowa. Our members are subject to the Board of Psychology, which is included 

in the list of recommended eliminations and consolidations. We are writing to express the strongest 

opposition to the proposed elimination of the Board of Psychology by consolidation into a Board of 

Behavioral Health. While we understand that efforts are being made to streamline government operations 

and reduce administrative costs, we believe that this particular consolidation would have significant 

detrimental effects on both the practice of psychology and the well-being of the individuals it serves. 

 

Psychology is a profession with distinct principles, practices, and ethical standards. This proposed 

consolidation threatens to blur the boundaries between psychologists and other behavioral health 

professions (e.g., masters-level social workers, behavior analysts), potentially jeopardizing the integrity of 

our field and the quality of care received by our patients. 

 

Here are the key reasons for our opposition: 

 

Specialized Expertise: Doctors of psychology (Ph.D., Psy.D.) undergo rigorous training and education to 

provide specialized psychological assessment, therapy, and intervention. Merging the Board of Psychology 

into a broader Behavioral Health Board would dilute this unique expertise, undermining the qualifications 

required of psychologists. 

 

Consumer Trust and Safety: Patients trust licensed psychologists to provide evidence-based, effective 

mental health services and critical testing, such as ID waivers and disability evaluations. Psychologists have 

a broader scope of practice than master’s-level professions, and should not be overseen by those who have 

a narrower scope of practice. It would be akin to having an ARNP supervise a physician or surgeon. 

Professions without advanced training in psychological/neuropsychological testing should not oversee such 

practice. 

 

Professional Identity: Psychologists have a well-defined professional identity, and this consolidation 

would diminish that identity, making it harder for the public to distinguish psychologists from other mental 

health professionals. 

 

Ethical Standards: Psychology has a code of ethics distinct from other mental health professions. Merging 

with a Behavioral Health Board could lead to conflicts over ethical standards when addressing ethics 

complaints. Moreover, it could create confusion among the public when different professions reach varying 

decisions based on their respective ethical frameworks. Each profession should adhere to its own 

professional code of ethics. 

 

Representation: Consolidation could lead to reduced representation for psychologists on the Board, 

potentially disadvantaging the profession in decision-making and regulation. Given psychology’s unique 
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scope of practice, we do not believe it is appropriate for other mental health professionals to be in a position 

to control the practice of psychology or constrain the work of psychologists. 

 

Board Recruitment: Recruitment has been cited as a rationale for consolidation, yet the Board of 

Psychology has generally been able to recruit and retain members from both the profession and the public. 

A larger board would likely require a greater time commitment, which might deter practitioners. The current 

structure allows for a manageable quarterly commitment, whereas a larger board might necessitate a full 

day or more for business. 

 

We urge you to reconsider the consolidation proposal, emphasizing that while we acknowledge the potential 

benefits of consolidating master's-level professions, we strongly advocate for the retention of the Board of 

Psychology. Maintaining this distinct Board is crucial due to psychologists’ broad scope of practice, more 

extensive training, and unique code of ethics and to the provision of competent care to Iowans. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I hope you will carefully consider the concerns raised by many 

within the psychology community and the potential negative consequences of this consolidation. Please 

feel free to contact me if you would like to further discuss this issue. 

 

Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Significant concern for proposed board changes

To The Boards and Commissions Review Committee (BCRC)

I am reaching out with significant concern for two groups of healthcare providers in Iowa:
Athletic trainers and registered dietitians.

The proposed abolishment of the Iowa board of Athletic Training and the Iowa Board of
Dietetics would be a disaster for healthcare in Iowa. As a general pediatrician and sports
medicine physician, these are two of the allied health groups I work most closely with on a day-
to-day basis, and I can say with absolute certainty I would not be able to do my job without
them.

Athletic trainers are crucial to our healthcare model, providing access, continuity and
immediate health and safety capabilities for the patients they serve. They work closely with
thousands of high school and college age athletes who are at risk for health events and injuries
during sport practice or participation. In these scenarios they often act as the only medical
professional on site. To reduce the licensure and oversight required for these individuals would
put the health of these patients at risk. ATs require graduate medical training and 47 states and
DC require AT licensure, and athletic training is a nationally recognized (AMA and HHS) health
care profession. To become one of 4 states to lack this licensure and oversight would also
make recruiting vital healthcare workers to Iowa harder than it currently is. This would affect all
local high schools, colleges of all levels, many workplace health systems, athletic training
educational programs at U of Iowa and elsewhere, orthopaedic and other medical clinics, and
many other venues

Similarly, registered dietitians are crucial to the PREVENTION, recovery and treatment of
many acute and chronic healthcare conditions. In an era of rising healthcare costs, access to
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appropriate, qualified nutrition advice is vital. Registered dietitians are clinical healthcare allies
who are trained in the management of these acute and chronic conditions, which sets them far
above other levels of nutritional training which have muddied the waters through social media
and other venues. I work daily with dietitians who help with patients establishing appropriate
growth curves, eating disorders, diabetes, celiac disease among many others.

I cannot overstate what the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and Iowa Board of Dietetics does
for our state.  They are absolutely vital to the health and safety of patients and athletes across
the state. and their elimination would be a tragedy.  I hope the elimination of the Board of
Athletic Training and Board of Dietetics is averted and reconsidered.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training

To whom it may concern,

Please reconsider eliminating the Board of Athletic Training. Their licensure protects the public
and lets their clients and employers know that Athletic Trainers are properly trained. The Board
helps to provide the scope of practice guidance and protects the public from untrained
individuals. Every other state besides Hawaii, they require registration, and California, who has
pending legislation, require licensure. Thank you for your time and I hope this changes your
mind.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposing Board Consolidation

Please consider my comments.  I oppose the proposal to eliminate the Board of Psychology
and consolidate in under the Board of Behavioral Health.  Psychologists stand apart from other
behavioral health professionals and thus need a separate board to maintain the integrity of our
profession.  Not only is our skill set different from other mental health professionals, so are our
ethics.  This has been evident to me as I have supervised students and temporary licensed
providers in the past.   Please maintain the Board of Psychology so our professionals can
continue to serve Iowans with our professional integrity, not greater or less than other
professions, but different.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message and any documents attached to it are
confidential and may contain information that is protected from disclosure by various federal
and state laws, including the HIPAA privacy rule (45 C.F.R., Part 164). This information is
intended to be used solely by the entity or individual to whom this message is addressed. If you
are not the intended recipient, be advised that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or
copying of this message without the sender's written permission is strictly prohibited and may
be unlawful. Accordingly, if you have received this message in error, please notify the sender
immediately by return e-mail or call , and then delete this message.
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CRISIS CONCERNS: If you are attempting to contact me via email and are in crisis, please call
911, other crisis hotlines (e.g., National Suicide Prevention Lifeline ), or go to
the nearest emergency room. Please note that email is not an appropriate means of
communication for crisis situations, as response times vary and cannot be guaranteed.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DO NOT ELIMINATE LICENSURE FOR ATHLETIC TRAINING!!

Hello,

My name is  and I an athletic training student at the University of Iowa. I am
opposed the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training in the state of Iowa. Here are reason
why the licensure of Athletic Training should not be eliminated!

1. 47 states and the District of Columbia require licensure for athletic trainers.

2.  Athletic Trainers are HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS who diagnose, prevent, intervene,
and treat acute and chronic medical injuries. Why would you not want all Athletic Trainers to be
licensed? Would you want your student athlete and child to be in the hands of a healthcare
provider who doesn’t have to be licensed?

3. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection and is a standard form of regulation
for health care professionals. Athletic Trainers are included under the allied health professions
category as defined by the US Department of Health and Human Services. Are you willing to
risk individuals care based on health standards and regulations?

       Thank You,
               

Get Outlook for iOS
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Board

Hello,

My name is  and I am writing in opposition to eliminating the Board of Athletic
Training in the State of Iowa. As a dual-credentialed athletic trainer and physical therapist, I do
not believe this action is fair to athletic trainers. The scope of practice of both healthcare
providers is protected by licensure; eliminating licensure for athletic trainers is a safety concern
and liability to all the people athletic trainers provide their services to. I was just on the
sidelines of a high school football game on Friday night, and I have the utmost respect for the
athletic trainers I had the privilege of sharing the sideline with. There were many people on the
sideline that night; it would have been unfair and unsafe for those athletes to have had a
random person claiming to be an "athletic trainer" providing healthcare services to them. This
is why we need athletic trainers to maintain their licensure.

Eliminating the board of athletic training would not allow for the scope of practice of athletic
trainers to evolve and change as the research changes, which is vital to providing the best up-
to-date and evidence-based care for patients. Without protection from the Board, other
professions, such as physical therapists and chiropractors, will have far too much say on what
athletic trainers can and cannot do. Being both an athletic trainer and physical therapist, I
understand what athletic trainers can and cannot do; most physical therapists do not and
therefore should not influence the scope of practice of athletic trainers.

The state of South Carolina has recently moved towards licensure of athletic trainers in their
state. Currently 49/50 states have licensure for athletic trainers. California is the only state that
currently does not have licensure. I have seen enough comments from athletic trainers with
stories of actual random people trying to provide care for athletes and patients under the guise
of being an "athletic trainer" in California that I would never encourage a new graduate or
anyone really to seek employment in the state of California as an athletic trainer. Do we really
want that to happen in our own state? There are athletic trainer shortages in Iowa as it is;
eliminating licensure would further encourage new graduates and athletic trainers in general to
seek employment elsewhere.

Overall, eliminating licensure for athletic trainers only harms the people that athletic trainers
serve. If other licensed healthcare providers are protected by licensure, athletic trainers should
be too in order to provide the highest level of care.

Thank you,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 18:54:35 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board Consolidation Comments

To whom it may concern:
As a Clinical Psychologist, I have concerns with eliminating the Board of Psychology for
several reasons, but most notably because:

1. Psychologists have a broader scope of practice than master’s-level professions, and should
not be overseen by those who have
a narrower scope of practice. How can professions without advanced training in
psychological/neuropsychological testing oversee such
practice?
2. There exists already much confusion regarding the various identities of mental health
professionals, and eliminating the Board would only add to this.
3. Psychologists are governed by an Ethics Code that is noticeably different from other mental
health professions. Combining Boards would only lead to more conflicts over ethical standards
when addressing ethics complaints.
 Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 18:58:56 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Letter opposing consolidation of Board of Psychology

To whom it may concern:
Please see the attached letter sharing my grave concerns regarding the proposal to
consolidate the Board of Psychology by merging it into the Board of Behavioral Sciences.
Thank you,

--

To ensure compliance with the Health Information Portability and Accountability Act "HIPAA",
this message is intended only for use of the individual or agency to which it is addressed and
may contain information that is privileged, and confidential. If the recipient of this electronic
message is not the intended recipient, employee or agent responsible for delivering the
message to the intended recipient, received this communication in error or it was forwarded to
you without permission from Dr. Phillips, please DELETE this message from all mailboxes and
any other electronic storage and DESTROY all copies. Thank you.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 19:10:13 CDT
Attachments:     Letter re_ Opposition to the Consolidation of the Board of Psychology.pdf

Bcc:

Page 1043 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               Letter re_ Opposition to the Consolidation of the Board of Psychology.pdf
Last Modified:        Tue Sep 05 19:10:13 CDT 2023

Page 1044 of 1221



9/5/23

Subject: Opposition to the Consolidation of the Board of Psychology into a Board of Behavioral Health

To whom it may concern:

I am a Licensed Psychologist in the state of Iowa who has practiced here since 1998. I am writing to express the

strongest opposition possible to the proposed elimination of the Board of Psychology by consolidating it into

the Board of Behavioral Health.

While I understand this administration’s desire to reduce administrative costs in an attempt to increase

efficiency, attempting to do this by consolidating the Psychology Board into all other mental health professions

is a dangerous method that will put both the field of Psychology and the public at risk.

Psychologists attend graduate training for 4 to 5 years, then complete a 1 year internship that is accredited and

structured by the American Psychological Association and then typically complete an additional full year of

Psychology Residency before then taking a national qualifying examination to become a Licensed Psychologist.

Our training is far more extensive than most other mental health professions, which license at a Master’s level,

and consists of broad and unique training in research, psychotherapy with individuals, couples, and families as

well as extensive training in conducting psychological testing. No other mental health profession receives this

intensive level of training or the unique training in psychological testing that is specific to our profession.

Psychology is a profession with distinct principles, practices, and ethical standards that are not the same as

those in other behavioral health professions (e.g., masters - level social workers, mental health counselors,

marital and family therapists, behavior analysts). Attempting to combine all mental health professions under

one board blurs the boundaries between these professions and potentially jeopardizes the quality of care

delivered to our patients.

Merging the Board of Psychology into a broader Behavioral Health Board would dilute the unique expertise of

Psychologists, undermining their qualifications and further blurring the boundaries and increasing confusion in

the general public as to what different mental health professionals do. Patients in Iowa look to Licensed

Psychologists for empirically supported interventions and critical psychological testing services that help

Iowans receive State Waiver program services (i.e., ID waiver), Iowa Disability services, and critical learning

disability evaluations for children and teens in Iowa. Having multiple mental health professionals governed by

223 S. Walnut Avenue 215 N.W. 18th St., #102 3737 Woodland Ave, #415
Ames, IA 50010 Ankeny, IA 50023 West Des Moines, IA 50266
(515) 233-1122 (515) 515-348-8258 (515) 222-1999
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the same board increases the likelihood that multiple members of that board would not be equally trained, or

trained at all, in psychological testing and research-based services that are specific to our field.

Because Psychology has a code of ethics distinct from other mental health professions merging the Psychology

board into a broader Behavioral Health Board will lead to conflicts over ethical standards when addressing

ethics complaints and could lead to reduced representation for psychologists on the board, disadvantaging the

profession in decision - making and regulation. Given psychology’s unique scope of practice, I do not believe it

is appropriate for other mental health professionals to be in a position to control the practice of psychology or

constrain the work of psychologists.

I strongly urge you to reconsider the consolidation proposal. While I have worked with many Master’s level

practitioners for over 20 years and have respect for the services they provide, I must emphasize the important

differences between the services provided by Master’s level practitioners and Licensed Psychologists.

I strongly advocate for the retention of the Board of Psychology in order to continue to provide adherence to

the highest ethical standards possible, to ensure that Iowans receive the best possible protection, and to

ensure the provision of competent care to Iowans. Thank you for your attention and I hope you will carefully

consider my concerns as well as the potential negative consequences of this consolidation.

Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter further.

Respectfully,

Letter re_ Opposition to the Consolidation of the Board of Psychology.pdf for Printed Item: 612 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Letter of Support- Iowa Athletic Training Licensure

Please see attached for our letter of support.

Best,

 Letter of Support- Iowa

--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Speakers list

Please add to the list of speakers.

Thanks!

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 19:59:35 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Athletic Training Licensure

To The Boards and Commissions Review Committee (BCRC):

I am reaching out with significant concern for Athletic Training in Iowa.  The proposed
abolishment of the Iowa board of Athletic Training would be a huge mistake for healthcare in
Iowa. I work with athletic trainers (ATs) every day in clinic, in the athletic training rooms and on
the athletic fields/courts.  I am a Team Physician for the University of Iowa Hawkeyes and also
provide medical oversight for Iowa City High School.  ATs are absolutely crucial and integral to
the health and safety of our youth athletes in the high school and college setting.  ATs
specialize in dealing with urgent medical situations in sports but also in unique settings such as
factories and the military.  ATs require graduate medical training and 47 states and DC require
AT licensure, and athletic training is a nationally recognized (AMA and HHS) health care
profession.  This licensure is crucial for maintaining appropriate training and scope of practice.
We already have a relative shortage of ATs in our state.  Losing our state licensure and
oversight would make hiring ATs here even more challenging.  This would affect all local high
schools, colleges of all levels, many work place health systems, athletic training educational
programs at U of Iowa and elsewhere, orthopedic and other medical clinics, and many other
venues.

I cannot support what the Iowa Board of Athletic Training does enough.  It is absolutely vital to
the health and safety of patients and athletes across the state.  It’s elimination would be an
absolute disaster.  I hope the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training is averted and
reconsidered.

Regards,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Retain Midwifery Advisory Council

Please work to retain the Midwifery Advisory Council. This state is in dire need of maternal
health providers and just worked to pass licensure for CPMs in an effort to correct that need.
To remove the advisory board before even giving it a chance to begin would be extremely
short-sighted.

This board will aid in providing access to care for expectant mothers, something that all
Iowans, especially those claiming to care about the unborn should be in favor of.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 20:14:31 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     zach.wahls@legis.iowa.gov
                         <zach.wahls@legis.iowa.gov>; david.jacoby@legis.iowa.gov
                         <david.jacoby@legis.iowa.gov>

Subject:             Board of athletic training

To whom it may concern,

My name is  and I am a clinical athletic trainer at the University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics Orthopedics Department. I am also a resident of Coralville, Iowa, a Board Certified
and Iowa Licensed athletic trainer, and a preceptor within the MSAT program at the University
of Iowa.

I have been made aware of the possibility that you will be eliminating the Licensure Board, and
subsequently, the licensure for Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa. I am reaching out to
comment on these proposed changes to committees/boards in our state. It is alarming to
imagine what this would do to the safety of athletes in our state. Athletic trainers provide
medical services to all types of patients. Across the United States, in addition to practicing in
traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing arts, public safety,
occupational health, and with the armed forces Athletic trainers are allied healthcare
professionals who play a vital role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state on
a daily basis, through youth sports to high schools and at the collegiate level.

The presence of athletic trainers allows coaches to coach and a licensed health care providers
to prevent, evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, should an emergency occur on
the field or playing surface, athletic trainers have training in immediate care and activation of
emergency action plans/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being
such an important and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat
head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

 If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the hiring schools or
hospitals to determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. This means that
those who may not have a background or education in healthcare will be charged with
determining who is qualified to provide healthcare to our athletes and patients.

By eliminating the licensure system for our state, we would only rely on the Board of
Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
examination is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates of basic
knowledge and skill, we need a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure
continuing education. This is necessary for public protection as best practices evolve over time
and without up to date knowledge, the safety of athletes, and even the general public, is

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 20:28:04 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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endangered.

Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the profession of athletic training.
The one remaining state has an active bill that would require regulation of the practice of
athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states.

As an athletic trainer that has worked at the collegiate level both DI and DIII in the state of
Iowa, and now in the clinical setting with occasional outreach, it is vital that we have individuals
who are charged with athlete and public safety who are regulated with their licensure to make
sure they are up to date on the best practices and latest research for emergency care and
patient care.

Finally, as a parent, I want my kids to be safe when playing in sports. I know injuries will
happen, but I expect the school or organization to have the properly trained individuals on site
to provide care. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and licensure system takes away an
important and effective means to ensure qualified individuals are providing that care.

I urge you to vote against getting rid of the athletic training licensure board.

Thank you for your time.

Best,
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Athletic Training Licensure

The news of the proposed elimination of the Board of Athletic Training is not only
disappointing, it is discouraging to the over 1,100 licensed athletic trainers currently in the state
of Iowa.

The Board of Athletic Training evaluates our scope of practice and continually adjusts the
guidelines to follow the rapidly changing world of healthcare. Being a licensed healthcare
professional instills confidence in the public that we are qualified providers of care in addition to
protecting the health, safety, and welfare of those we serve.

 The requirement of obtaining a master's degree in order to become certified shows the
dedication and competence required to be an athletic trainer; requiring a licensure protects us
not only as individuals, but as a profession. Removing the Board of Athletic Training and
subsequent licensure devalues the knowledge and expertise we have trained our whole
careers to refine.

Our renewal fees fully fund the board and there is no cost to the state, what could possibly be
gained from this? Nothing but hurting the careers of the athletic trainers who chose to practice
in Iowa.

Thank you for your time,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 20:31:55 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Proposed merging of Psychology Board with other mental health boards

To Whom It May Concern:

I strongly oppose the proposed merging of the Psychology Board with other mental health
boards. As a former Chair of the Psychology Board, I am well aware of the important work the
board engages in to protect Iowans and to regulate the profession of psychology. The Iowa
Psychological Association has provided a detailed letter outlining the various ways the merging
of boards diminishes the professional identity of psychologists and ultimately reduces the
board’s ability to protect Iowans. As a former chair I’m also aware of concerns about barriers to
licensure, and how access to mental health professionals also impacts the public. I believe
there is a better way to reduce administrative barriers to licensure without diminishing the
professional identity of psychologists (or the other mental health professionals that are
proposed to merge into a larger board) or compromising public safety.

Please reconsider this course of action- I believe it will lead to more disruption and barriers to
professionals applying for licensure in this state as well as barriers to public safety.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or if I can elaborate on my
experiences as a licensure board chair or concerns about psychology professional regulation.
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not an intended recipient, you may not review, copy or distribute this message. If you have
received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply email and delete
the original message.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to Consolidation of the Board of Psychology into a Board of
Behavioral Health

I am writing to express opposition to the proposal to eliminate the Board of Psychology and to
fold oversight of  licensure, legal and ethical concerns, and discipline to a board of varied
behavioral health disciplines.

Many licensed psychologists have additional years of training (such as a post-doctoral
fellowship) in specialties which may not be familiar to other behavioral health professionals,
most of whom have two years of graduate training and no training in psychological evaluation.
The other behavioral health disciplines are not like master’s level psychologists.

My chief concern is whether the governing board will have depth of understanding and
experience to make serious decisions about diverse specialties such as pediatric and geriatric
neuropsychology, various types of forensic evaluation (e.g., fitness for duty for pilots and police
officers; child custody evaluations; disability evaluations; and evaluation of personality,
cognition, and learning disabilities).

Similarly, psychologists may not understand some professional issues involved in social work
or licensed mental health counseling; the training programs of those professions do not have
much in common with the training programs or work experiences of psychologists.

Another concern is that the absence of a Board of Psychology will be promptly noted by
psychologists considering a move to Iowa and may be a disadvantage to those trying to bring
more psychologists into the state.  This proposed merger would be akin to proposing that
physicians and physical therapists should be regulated by the same board.    It could make
Iowa look like a place where psychologists do not want to work.

Thank you for considering this perspective.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 20:52:26 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure Boards

September 5, 2023

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

*  This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board knowledge
to deal with cases.

*  This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings and
hearings for different professions

*  We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect our
profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 20:59:04 CDT
Attachments:     Letter to Board and Commission Review Committe.doc

Bcc:
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September 5, 2023

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board 
should not be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues 
that impact public safety including:

This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board 
knowledge to deal with cases.

This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional 
meetings and hearings for different professions

We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to 
protect our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the 
Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Letter to Board and Commission Review Committe.doc for Printed Item: 622 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT Licensure

To whom it may concern,

I am emailing regarding the state's intention to eliminate the licensing requirements for Athletic
Trainers in Iowa. I directly benefitted from a licensed athletic trainer while in high school. My
school was fortunate enough to have a licensed athletic trainer who was skilled, competent,
and qualified to provide an impressive level of care. The licensing requirements and continuing
education requirements have required her to maintain this high level of care years after
finishing her graduate program. I have now had the privilege to work with her as a coach and
have a much deeper appreciation for the level of skill, education, and quality of care standards
she is held to. She is able to provide this care because of the licensure requirements in the
state and has clear and distinct roles within sports teams. She is able to provide quality care
that unlicensed ATs are not able to provide.

Eliminating the licensure requirements for athletic trainers would be the equivalent of
eliminating the licensure requirements for nurses and other healthcare providers. It puts
student-athletes at risk of providing low-quality or risky healthcare. Licensed ATs ensure
concussion protocol, heat stroke protocol, and other essential sports-related healthcare
standards are followed.

Elimination of the licensure requirements for ATs is dangerous and would adversely affect the
youth of Iowa.

Thank you,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 21:05:48 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                 
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Fw: Medical Provide Certification

9/5/29

Subject: Opposing the Elimination of the Board of Athletic Training

Dear Representative Bisignano,

I hope this letter finds you in good health. I am writing to express my deep concern and strong
opposition to the proposed elimination of the Board of Athletic Training. As a parent and coach
of  young athletes, I believe that the existence of this board plays a crucial role in ensuring the
safety and well-being of our children participating in sports.

Many of the young athletes I have raised and mentored have been enthusiastic and dedicated
athletes who has been involved in various sports activities for several years. Like many
parents, I want nothing more than to see my child pursue their passion safely and with the best
possible care. The Board of Athletic Training plays an essential role in this endeavor by setting
and enforcing high standards for athletic trainers, which directly impacts the safety and health
of young athletes.

Here are a few reasons why I believe the Board of Athletic Training should be preserved:

1. Safety First: Athletic trainers are instrumental in preventing, diagnosing, and treating
injuries that young athletes may encounter during their training and competitions. The board
ensures that these professionals are qualified and competent, which is vital for our children's
safety.
2. Quality of Care: The board regulates the education and certification of athletic trainers,
ensuring that they receive proper training and stay up-to-date with the latest techniques and
best practices. This guarantees that our young athletes receive the best possible care when
they need it most.
3. Accountability: The existence of the board creates a system of accountability for athletic
trainers. Parents like me can have confidence that there are established standards and
disciplinary procedures in place to address any misconduct or negligence.
4. Preventing Unqualified Practitioners: Eliminating the board could open the door for
unqualified individuals to enter the field of athletic training, putting our children at risk. It is
crucial to maintain a rigorous certification process to protect their well-being.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 21:17:22 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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I understand that there may be budgetary considerations and discussions about streamlining
government agencies, but I urge you to consider the potential consequences for our young
athletes. The safety and health of our children should always be a top priority.

I kindly request that you oppose any efforts to eliminate the Board of Athletic Training and work
to ensure its continued existence and effectiveness in safeguarding our young athletes. I would
appreciate your support on this matter, as it is of utmost importance to parents like me who
want nothing but the best for our children.

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue. I look forward to hearing about your stance
and any actions you may take to preserve the Board of Athletic Training.

In conclusion, I ask you to consider one thing, if it were your child, who would you prefer
providing medial assistance to your child?

Sincerely,

Page 1064 of 1221



From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

I am writing this email in support of the Athletic Training Licensure Board.  This board is a
valuable asset to the State of Iowa.  Back 50 years ago I wish we would have had Athletic
trainers who cared about their athletes as much as they do now.  Back then all we had was
untrained coaches who would tape us up and put us back on the field.  The coaches didn't
understand the injuries or how to treat them.  Or how to get the athlete safely back on the field,
With the increased focus on concussions these professionals are needed more than ever.
They monitor the progress of the athlete, consult with the treating physician, and are
responsible for following the guidelines for the athlete to safely return.  Believe me, coaches
and administrators do not want this responsibility.
I implore you to not go backwards and put our athletes in jeopardy.  Please do not enter the
dark ages with injuries like it was 50 years ago

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 21:17:31 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the elimination of the Board of Psychology

As a licensed psychologist who has served the people of the state of Iowa for over 24 years, I
am writing to express my strong opposition to the elimination of the Board of Psychology.  It is
essential that the practice of psychology continue to be overseen by other licensed
psychologists who are familiar with the APA Ethical Principles and Code of Conduct, the
document that guides psychologists' conduct throughout the United States.  While there are
potential cost savings, a broader Board of Behavioral Health would fail to provide the level of
expertise necessary to protect the people we serve.

I strongly recommend that the Board of Psychology be maintained.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 21:21:37 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

September 5, 2023

Dear Iowa Board and Commission Review Committee:

I do not agree with the proposed combining of the Iowa Board of Chiropractic with any other
professional board. The Chiropractic Board is an active board with a need for quarterly
meetings with the goal of protecting chiropractic patients. The volunteers who serve on this
board currently have meetings that last 3 to 6 hours not including hearings. The hearings take
additional time and/or days out the office for the board member.  Chiropractic is unlike any
other profession and needs a board of dedicated chiropractors (who understand the
profession) and public members to properly review the cases that come before the board. In
addition, the Chiropractic Board struggles to get adequate investigations going in a timely
matter to protect our profession and the public. Merging the Chiropractic Board will make the
investigation delays worse.
Thank you for considering my public comment. I ask for your reconsideration to merge the
Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 21:27:31 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Needs A Board of Athletic Training and Licensure

Good evening,

I hope this email finds you well. I am writing to express my deep concerns regarding the recent
recommendation to dissolve the Board for Athletic Training. As a dedicated member of our
community and a strong advocate for the health and well-being of our athletes, I believe this
decision poses significant risks to both the safety of our athletes and the credibility of our
state's athletic training programs.

The Board for Athletic Training has played a crucial role in regulating and overseeing the
practice of athletic training in our state for many years. Its dissolution not only jeopardizes the
safety of athletes but also hinders the growth and development of the athletic training
profession. Here are a few reasons why this decision is troubling:

1. **Safety of Athletes**: Athletic trainers are an essential part of ensuring the health and safety
of athletes, from high school sports to professional leagues. The board's regulatory oversight
helps maintain high standards of education, certification, and ethical conduct among athletic
trainers, ultimately ensuring that athletes receive the best possible care.

2. **Professionalism and Accountability**: The board ensures that athletic trainers adhere to a
strict code of ethics and maintain up-to-date certifications. Dissolving the board could lead to a
lack of accountability and professionalism within the profession, potentially putting athletes at
risk.

3. **Public Trust**: Maintaining a dedicated board for athletic training instills public trust and
confidence in the profession. Without this oversight, it may become challenging for athletes,
parents, and the public to have confidence in the quality of care provided by athletic trainers.

4. **Economic Impact**: The dissolution of the board could have negative economic
consequences for our state. Athletic trainers contribute to the healthcare industry and sports
programs, and their absence or reduced credibility could harm the economy.

I respectfully urge you to reconsider the decision to dissolve the Board for Athletic Training.
Instead, I propose a thorough review and restructuring of the board to address any concerns or
issues that may have led to this decision. By working together to improve the board's
effectiveness and efficiency, we can ensure that our athletes receive the highest level of care
and that the athletic training profession remains reputable.

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 21:48:28 CDT
Attachments:
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I am more than willing to discuss this matter further and provide any additional information or
insights that may be helpful. Your support in preserving the safety and integrity of athletic
training in our state is greatly appreciated.

Thank you for your time and attention to this critical issue. I look forward to hearing from you
and working together to find a solution that benefits our community and its athletes.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board mergers elimination

As a psychologist, I have interacted with the Psychology Board many times. I found the
licensing process to be clear and efficient. However, I am open to the possibility of a more
efficient and streamlined process for overseeing licensures.

Subsuming the psychology board under the behavioral sciences board could work if there were
a subcommittee for psychologists and a subcommittee for master's level practitioners (mental
health counselors, marriage and family therapists, and social workers). It is unrealistic to
expect practitioners in one field to appreciate the norms and be in touch with the expectations,
professional standards, and new training guidelines in professions they have not operated.

Psychologists require different coursework, internship requirements, and post-doctoral training
than social workers, mental health counselors, and marriage and family therapists. A
subcommittee for psychologists could offer specific training guidelines or academic
requirements that would resolve the issue of professional knowledge. The Behavioral Sciences
Board could then set uniform guidelines for CE submissions, license submissions, and other
standardizations that would ease the burden on the state government.

My other concern is that consolidating boards could decrease efficiency if board members
have conflicting agendas. For example, combining physicians and nurse practitioners or
athletic trainers and physical therapists in a single board might lead to increased conflict and
gridlock rather than greater efficiency, given that these professions compete with each other in
the professional world. A merger is beneficial if the professions want to merge or if no
specialized knowledge or professional training is required in a field.

Please make these changes carefully and thoughtfully rather than expediently. Being efficient
requires careful research and planning and should not be done on such a short timeline.

Kind Regards,

--

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 22:30:15 CDT
Attachments:
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Confidentiality Notice: Please note that email is not a secure form of communication and that
confidentiality cannot be guaranteed. Please contact me by phone to discuss confidential
information. Information in this email may be of a confidential or privileged nature and is
intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above. If you are not the intended
recipient or an authorized agent of the recipient, please be advised that any dissemination or
copying of this email or taking of any action in reliance on the information contained herein, is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify me immediately by
using the reply button, and then delete the email from your system. Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Board and Licensure

Dear members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

My name is  and I am currently an athletic trainer at the University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics Sports Medicine Center with split appointments within the clinic’s
Community Outreach and the University of Iowa Athletics Department acting as the primary
medical care provider to the University of Iowa Women’s Tennis team.

I am writing you to strongly object to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers within the state of Iowa. Athletic trainers are health care
professionals who specialize in the mitigation, diagnosis, management, and treatment of
injuries and illnesses that identify as acute, insidious, and chronic. Athletic trainers are
versatile, prepared, and most importantly – vigorously educated and trained to provide safe
and evidence-based care in an expansive, diverse, and sometimes remote (i.e., rural) settings
to some of our most vulnerable patient populations (i.e., patients with intellectual or physical
disabilities, patients experiencing functional limitations, minors, etc.) who may otherwise not
have direct access to regulated and trusted health care. To eliminate licensure and a
healthcare profession’s board would be to share the sentiment that patients do not deserve a
standard of health care – that our youth’s population does not deserve a licensed health care
professional on the sidelines prepared to perform lifesaving measures; that industrial workers
don’t deserve the protocols created and enforced by athletic trainers under federal legislature
that aim to mitigate overuse injuries, fatal injuries, and safety concerns; and that the advocacy
and educational efforts aiming to protect and improve overall wellness are insignificant. The
potentially new and lowered standard is unacceptable and by eliminating regulation on the
athletic training licensure and practicing board, the state of Iowa will have communicated that it
is acceptable to not only potentially eliminate the aforementioned examples of positive impact
that athletic trainers make, but also that it is acceptable to allow anyone to self-proclaim they
are a health care provider.

If elimination of the board and licensure were to pass, Iowa – with California – would become
only the second state in the United States that allows for individuals to wrongfully identify as a
health care provider or even allow athletic trainers who have previously lost their licensure in
other states to practice in Iowa. To allow this to occur would be to negate the importance of
following the gold standard of health care regulation; where all practitioners are required to
meet the basic standards of education, training, and mentorship. Furthermore, Iowa would be
denying to recognize that athletic trainers are also defined as healthcare professionals by
national organizations including the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
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and the American Medical Association (AMA) with National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs).

To face the reality that patients – of all diverse or socioeconomic standing – within various
settings might be receiving unsafe and improper medical care is a massive disappointment that
when returning to Iowa where I earned my degree in this profession as an athletic trainer
seemed irrational. The potential loss of athletic trainers in this state or profession and
limitations that placed upon the practice and therefore impact of athletic trainers – even across
state lines when traveling (e.g., with collegiate athletic teams) – would be a major regression
that lowers access to health care in an immeasurable number of ways.

Despite my frustration and disappointment, I understand the goal is partly to better streamline
and organize boards. Therefore, a compromise that would continue regulation of and practice
of a safe, high standard of care provided by athletic trainers is merging the board and its
standards of athletic trainers with those of physical therapists, occupational therapists, and
related professions.

Please let me know if I can further expand on anything. I can be reached by cell phone at 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the consolidation of the Board of Psychology

Hello,

I am writing to strongly voice my opposition to the consolidation of the Board of Psychology.
The Iowa Psychological Association (IPA) has provided a detailed list of reasons psychologists
should maintain their own board; I concur with the positions and rationale outlined by IPA.

My primary concern is that a board consisting of providers from different backgrounds could
lead to blurring of lines between professions. Non-doctoral level psychologists should not
oversee the practice of doctoral level psychologists. The scope of practice, theoretical
frameworks, ethical standards, and training is different from field to field. Combining them into
one board could lead to confusion, inappropriate decisions, and a decline in the attractiveness
of practicing in the state of Iowa.

Please consider maintaining the Board of Psychology as a separate, independent board.

Thank you,

-

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 22:42:18 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     Bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             BCRC draft- dietetics and athletic trainers

Dear review committee,

I am a psychiatrist in Iowa. I learned of draft recommendations to eliminate 140 boards,
including the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and Iowa Board of Dietetics.

These fields need to have regulation via board licensure in the state level. I work with
colleagues in these fields. Dieticians are key to recovery from eating disorders. We need to
recruit well trained health professionals that meet safe standards.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 22:50:57 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the Proposed Consolidation of the Board of Psychology

Hello,

The Board of Psychology is included in the list of recommended eliminations and
consolidations. As a clinical psychologist, health service provider, and conditional prescribing
psychologist in Iowa, I am writing to express the strongest opposition to the proposed
elimination of the Board of Psychology by consolidation into a Board of Behavioral Health. This
particular consolidation would have detrimental effects on both the practice of psychology and
the well-being of the individuals it serves. Psychology is a profession with distinct principles,
practices, and ethical standards. This proposed consolidation would blur the boundaries
between psychologists and other behavioral health professions (e.g., masters-level social
workers, behavior analysts), potentially jeopardizing the integrity of our field and the quality of
care received by our patients. Doctors of psychology (Ph.D., Psy.D.) undergo rigorous training
and education to provide specialized psychological assessment, therapy, and intervention.
Merging the Board of Psychology into a broader Behavioral Health Board would dilute this
unique expertise, undermining the qualifications required of psychologists. Psychology has a
code of ethics distinct from other mental health professions. Merging with a Behavioral Health
Board could lead to conflicts over ethical standards when addressing ethics complaints.
Moreover, it could create confusion among the public when different professions reach varying
decisions based on their respective ethical frameworks. Each profession should adhere to its
own professional code of ethics.

In addition, patients trust licensed psychologists to provide evidence-based, effective mental
health services and critical psychological testing, such as ID waivers and disability evaluations
that are not within the purview or scope of practice of masters level clinicians. Masters level
clinicians do not have comparable training or education and psychologists have a broader
scope of practice overall. Therefore, masters level mental health professionals of different
disciplines should not oversee licensed psychologists. It would be akin to having a physician
assistant or advanced nurse practitioner supervise a physician or surgeon. Professions without
advanced training in psychological/neuropsychological testing should not oversee such
practice. Furthermore, psychologists have a well-defined professional identity, and this
consolidation would diminish that identity, making it harder for the public to distinguish
psychologists from other mental health professionals. Consolidation could lead to reduced
representation for psychologists on the Board, potentially creating a disproportionate and
frankly unethical grouping of  professionals making decision-making and regulation to those
that are outside their scope of practice. Given psychology’s unique scope of practice, I do not
believe it is appropriate for other mental health professionals to be in a position to control the
practice of psychology or constrain the work of psychologists.
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As a doctor of psychology proudly serving Iowans, I strongly urge you to reconsider the
consolidation proposal and advocate for the retention of the Board of Psychology. Maintaining
this distinct Board is crucial due to psychologists’ broad scope of practice, more extensive
training, and unique code of ethics and to the provision of competent care to Iowans. Thank
you for your attention to this matter. I hope you will carefully consider the concerns raised by
many within the psychology community, along with the negative consequences of this
consolidation on the safety of the general public and the profession of psychologists. Please
feel free to contact me if you would like to further discuss this issue, 515-518-7241.

Best,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This email is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 USC/2510-2521, is confidential, and may be legally privileged. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any retention, dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by law. Please reply to the sender that you
have received it in error, then delete it. FURTHERMORE, even if you are the intended recipient
and this communication contains mental health information, it is still protected, confidential
information under Federal law (42 CFR Part 2) and Chap. 228 and Sec. 141.23(3) of the Iowa
Code.  Further disclosure of this information without appropriate authorization is unlawful and
subject to civil and criminal penalties. A general release of medical information is NOT
sufficient for this purpose.

Please be advised that e-mail communication is not perfectly confidential, by responding you
assume all risks that the medium may present, including without limitation, hacking, electronic
interruption or interception by persons known or unknown, local or not, the distribution of
personal information so gained on the internet, and any other risk to privacy, personal
information or other e-mail communication.
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From:                 
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Opposition to the Consolidation of the Board of Psychology into a Board of
Behavioral Health

I want to state my opposition to the proposed elimination of the Iowa Board of Psychology and
consolidate it into a broad board of behavioral health.  I wholeheartedly support the position of
the Iowa Psychological Association as stated in an excellent letter dated 09/05/23, written by

, delineating the many reasons why this proposed
piece of the overall effort to "streamline" state government is ill-informed and, ultimately, is a
disservice to the Iowans the Board of Psychology serves.

    .

Date:                 Tue Sep 05 2023 23:23:28 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Regarding the Boards and Committees Review Committee Recommendations

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee;

My name is  and I am a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist, Licensed to practice in
the state of Iowa. I wish to make it known that I am opposed to the sub committee’s
recommendation for the dissolution of the Iowa Board of Dietetics, as this action is opposed to
Article 1, Section 2 of the Constitution of the State of Iowa wherein the Government of this
state is instituted for the protection, security, and benefit of the people. This is not about
restraint of speech, or about imposing onerous burdens and barriers on Iowans. It is about
protecting lives.

I have been in practice for 25 years, currently working in acute and critical patient care at
hospitals here in Des Moines.  I have also been a consultant to critical access hospitals in rural
Iowa during much of that time and for several years, I have consulted with a specialty clinic that
serves about ½ of the Iowans who suffer from Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, or more
commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, which unfortunately, is universally fatal, though
with adequate care, their life expectancy can be maximized and the majority of these persons
are able to remain at home, preserving their dignity and wisely using healthcare resources for
the good of all Iowans.

I know that I my daily work is vital because of my unique scope of practice:

1) I identify and treat malnutrition, a medical diagnosis that is found with about 20% of our
hospitalized Iowans (that would be about 7,000 to 8,000 persons in Polk County alone.)  These
persons generally cost much more to restore to health than do adequately nourished persons.
The interventions I provide mitigate some of the worst problems associated with this health
issue.
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2) Daily, I feed patients who are not able to take nutrition orally which leaves either tube
feeding or intravenous feeding as the only option to nourish the person.  This is an area of
medical practice for which no other health discipline has the training and the skill set to
implement these feeding modalities safely and effectively.

3) I do one-on-one nutrition education and counseling with about 300 people a year to help
keep them from having to take more medication over time and/or to keep them from being
prematurely institutionalized; or to protect them from possibly fatal medical events as the result
of ingestion of foods that harm impaired body systems, as can happen when someone goes on
dialysis when kidneys fail, for example.

By the numbers over the past 25 years, I would have seen every single resident of Carroll
County at least once and I would have educated every single resident of Fremont County at
least once, and then some.  I am just one of 1100+ Licensed Dietitian practitioners who do this
kind of work every day in Iowa.  We do so much more than recommend healthy foods to
purchase in a store.

In order to function at the level of practice that I do, when lives are in the balance in the
hospital; one must have a vital skill set that is not available in an online short course, in a
series of YouTube videos or as a result of a Google search, plain and simple. I have 3 science-
based university degrees that focus on biochemistry, human nutrition and food science, totaling
over 250 hours of semester credit.  I had to be vetted through a competitive national
application process before placement in a supervised, 1200 hour internship which took place in
the community, in the schools and at a teaching hospital before I was allowed to sit a national
board examination to gain my practice credential before I could apply for licensure to practice
in Iowa.

I am bound by this licensure to continue to engage education related to my scope of practice
and to report those hours to the Board at the time of renewal of my license.  These
requirements are perfectly in line with the requirements for competency to practice in other
health care professions, such as Physician, Physician Assistant, Nurse Practitioner, Registered
Nurse, Physical Therapist, Speech Therapist, Dentist, Chiropractor, Optometrist, Social Worker
and others.

Furthermore, my employer REQUIRES Licensed Dietitian practitioners to do the work that we
do, just as they expect other allied health practitioners to be licensed.  All of the health care
organizations in Iowa hold to this standard of having a license before hiring a Registered
Dietitian Nutritionist to be on staff. This has been the standard for hospitals and care facilities in
this state for almost 4 decades.  My colleagues in outpatient practice are bound by contracts
that require a license before they can be credentialed to be paid by any insurance.  No License
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equals no money. That would be a job killer.

The Board of Dietetic Licensure is a natural extension of the Constitutional duty of the
Government of Iowa to protect its citizens.  This Board is strictly self-funding by the fees paid
by licensees and it has operated in the black for many years.  This Board has a duty to protect
Iowans from those among my colleagues who may be impaired, derelict, negligent,
incompetent or in arrears with their ongoing training and education. In the time that I served on
the Board of Dietetics, we had the authority to vet applicants for licensure who may have been
qualified but due to ongoing legal issues or addictions, they were not suitable to practice in
Iowa.  Similarly, we deliberated cases of alleged dereliction of practice and of practices outside
of the scope of medical nutrition therapy by a licensee and issued corrective action as a result.

As I see it, if I were to be impaired, grossly negligent or found incompetent with the 3 areas of
practice that I had mentioned above, causing grave injury or death, the patients and families
currently have a rightful, constitutional recourse to see to it that I should cease from doing
further harm to themselves or to other Iowans.

The citizens of Iowa need this Board to continue to engage the constitutional duty with which
the government of the State of Iowa has been charged.  Dissolution of the Board of Dietetics is
a dereliction of this sacred duty.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment

Good evening,

My name is , I would like to provide a public comment at the hearing on
Wednesday.  I would be speaking for maintaining the licensure board for Athletic Trainers.

Thank you for the opportunity.
--
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             board consolidation

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The statement from the Iowa Psychological Association (IPA) addresses the straightforward,
common-sense arguments against including the Board of Psychology into a board of
behavioral health.  There is no common-sense argument against any of the points raised by
the IPA if the purpose of boards is to ensure quality of care delivered to Iowans.  If the purpose
of the consolidation is primarily financial conservation (with no/little consideration of quality of
care), the gains will be ill-begotten and achieved at the expense of the health of Iowans.  That
is a heavy moral burden for the consolidation decision makers.

A salient point that was not mentioned in the IPA statement is training standards.

Iowa code requires that licensed Psychologists be registered with the National Register of
Health Service Psychologists. This organization requires a national standard of education and
training.  It also monitors the Psychologist’s good standing in all jurisdictions in which the
Psychologist practices.  Medical doctors/osteopaths have national certifying standards of
education and training as well as jurisdictional monitoring.

Behavioral health practitioners include a myriad of groups (e.g. social workers, counselors,
therapists, religious counselors, etc.) with no national standard of education and training.
Simply put, there is no national or verifiable manner to guarantee that these folks have the
necessary education and training to deliver safe and appropriate care to Iowans.  Indeed, Iowa
code stipulates that these practitioners are not qualified to diagnose and treat mental illness.

After over three decades of practice, I retired from the practice of clinical psychology and
neuropsychology.  During that time, healthcare leadership roles in which I served in Dubuque
included Chairperson of the Department of Psychiatry at (then) Mercy Medical Center, member
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of the Medical Staff Executive Committee at Mercy, member of the Medical Staff Executive
Committee at (then) The Finley Hospital, Chairperson of Medical Quality Assurance at Finley,
Chairperson of the Disruptive Physicians Committee, etc.  These positions were both elected
and appointed.  The elections and appointments occurred because my medical staff
colleagues respected my ability, which, in part, can be attributed to my education and training.

The services I delivered were both fee-for-service and pro bono.  These services were
delivered to people like you and me, as well as “minority health groups” such as the mentally
challenged, the addicted, and rural folks.

The unique education and training of Iowa’s licensed Psychologists is a highly specialized
combination that no other behavioral health providers can offer.  Only a qualified Board of
Psychology is capable of overseeing the practice of psychology.

Best practices in healthcare are difficult to maintain with increasing consolidation, emphasis on
productivity, and limited number of practitioners.

Iowa has a difficult time recruiting some specialties in health care.  We have few very large
cities that can support several providers in one specialty.  That makes Iowa unattractive to
providers because, simply put, docs don’t want to be on call all the time.

Doctoral level Psychologists are a specialty that is difficult to recruit to Iowa.  It is also difficult
to recruit psychiatrists.  Failure to protect a standard with a Board of Psychology will only
exacerbate that problem.

For the protection of quality mental health services in Iowa, it is imperative that the Board of
Psychology remain intact.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Respectfully,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Board of Athletic Training and Iowa Board of Dietetics

I am writing to strongly request and recommend that the Iowa Board of Athletic Training and
the Iowa Board of Dietetics not be eliminated.  I am a pediatrician and rely on the expertise of
evidence based providers in both of these professions.
 Certified Athletic Trainers have a significant impact on the health and safety of our youth, high
school and college athletes.  Without appropriate State licensure, recruitment and student
safety will be significantly jeopardized.  The expertise of Registered Dieticians is essential for
educating patients of all ages on appropriate, evidence based nutrition.  Maintaining their
clinical regulations ensures continued safety and protects the integrity of these professions.
Maintaining these regulating boards will allow Iowa to continue to recruit and maintain these
providers in our state and communities.  This has a direct impact on the health and safety of
our pediatric population and I urge you to not eliminate these boards.
Respectfully,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     Comments, BCRC <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Respiratory Care Licensure

Good Morning,

My name is . I am the Iowa Society for Respiratory Care President and I
represent the respiratory therapy profession in the state of Iowa. I am voicing concern about
the merging of the Respiratory Therapy and Polysomnography licensure board. Respiratory
therapists care for individuals that have trouble breathing such as traumas, premature birth,
critical illnesses, COPD and asthma to name a few. We also are the ones caring for the patient
population who test positive for COVID and RSV plus many other severe respiratory illnesses.
We work under the direction of physicians. For the safety of patients, it is important that we are
joined with healthcare professionals that serve like patients.

When the merge occurs, we need a voice on the merged board to continue to assess
competency for those practicing respiratory therapy and provide safe and effective respiratory
care. We currently have 4 seats on our board and we need to maintain these voice in a similar
ratio. Given the possible list of medical boards, it seems fitting that we would fall under the
board of medicine. Physicians are familiar with respiratory care and we work in similar
environments.

If consolidation/merge is what is needed, I strongly urge you to maintain the voice of
Respiratory Therapists on a newly merged board, suggesting the board of medicine.

Here are a few questions from the board to help us understand how this process works:

What does the respiratory therapy representation look like on a merged board?

What is the timeline for the decisions discussed today?

Is it a possibility to have all healthcare professions under one umbrella?

I also sent an email yesterday requesting to be a part of the meeting today at noon. I have not
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heard anything back yet. Could I please get the link to be able to represent the Iowa board for
Respiratory Care at the hearing today?

Thank you for your time.

*The information contained in this message may be privileged and confidential and protected
from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
replying to the message and deleting it from your computer. Thank you. Mary Greeley Medical
Center*
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Consolidation of Board of Psychology

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my concern and opposition to the proposed elimination of the Board of
Psychology through consolidation. Such a consolidation aims to streamline government and
reduce administrative costs. However, I am concerned there are unintended consequences
that would be detrimental to those served by the profession and to members of the profession.

I am concerned that such a consolidation threatens to blur the boundaries between
psychologists and other behavioral health professions (e.g., masters-level social workers and
behavior analysts), potentially jeopardizing the integrity of our field and the quality of care our
patients receive. Psychologists are trained at the doctoral level after undergoing rigorous
education and training. They are trained to provide specialized assessment, intervention, and
therapy. Merging the Board of Psychology with other boards could inadvertently result in an
undermining of the qualifications of psychologists and a dilution of our unique expertise.

Patients trust psychologists to provide quality services because of our unique training and
ability to provide evidence-based interventions. The scope of practice of psychologists is
broader than professions at the master level and should not be overseen by those with a
narrower scope of practice.

One concern I have heard expressed about the many boards that currently exist is difficulty
finding members to serve on the board. However, the Board of Psychology has a good track
record of finding members to serve on the board.

Thank you for considering my comments and concerns.

Sincerely,

========================================================

"The price of success is hard work, dedication to the job at hand, and the determination that
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whether we win or lose, we have applied the best of ourselves to the task at hand."
--Vince Lombardi
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Regarding Board Elimination

I am writing to encourage you not remove these boards:

Board of Dietetics- RDs are already hard to find to help those of us in healthcare, yet are an
incredibly valuable resource to impact the most common health problems facing Iowans.
Removing their regulation makes it even harder to find these credible resources.

Board of Athletic Training - nearly all states have licensure requirements; being one of 2-3
without makes recruitment to our state difficult, and puts those who utilize their services (high
school and college athletes and occupational settings) at risk.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Psychology Board

Dear Committee Members:

As a psychologist living and working in Iowa, I am writing to express strong opposition to the
proposed elimination of the Board of Psychology by consolidation into a Board of Behavioral
Health. Psychology is a unique discipline with specific training and ethical standards. We cover
a wide range of needed mental health services in Iowa, including serving our most vulnerable:
children, senior citizens, and the mentally disabled. Our work is essential in providing
assessments which inform medical providers, service providers, and members of the justice
system.

Merging the Board of Psychology into a broader Behavioral Health Board would dilute this
unique expertise, undermining the qualifications required of psychologists. Maintaining this
distinct Board is crucial due to psychologists’ broad scope of practice, extensive training, and
unique code of ethics and to the provision of competent care to Iowans.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please feel free to contact me if you would like to
further discuss this issue.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Please reconsider the elimination of the board of Athletic Trainers

To whom it may concern,

I am contacting you due to very many concerns regarding the recent proposal to eliminate
state oversight of Athletic training healthcare professionals.

Athletic trainers as clinicians and the Masters training program in Athletic training are critically
important to the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation.  As clinicians they support our
faculty in care delivery and provide primary care to injured athletes on the field, sideline and in
the training room.  They are important members of our healthcare team.  Educationally our
three Athletic training faculty run an excellent Master’s Program that produces highly skilled
graduates on a yearly basis.  They are integral members of our faculty and their program fits
well with the other educational programs in our department and in the College of Medicine.

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation by allowing athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increasing the cost
of care of injured athletes and decreasing or eliminating our ability to work with these skilled
providers. Overall, I believe there would be many negative outcomes to this action. Our
healthcare system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe
and effective level of care and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

Hopefully the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be overturned. I appreciate your time and consideration on this important issue.

Best,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 07:36:53 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     Comments, BCRC <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Dept of Orthopedics -  - letter

Please see the attached letter, let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 07:47:12 CDT
Attachments:     
                          image001.jpg
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     September 5, 2023

           To: The Boards and Commissions Review Committee (BCRC)     

Re: Iowa licensure for athletic trainers
   

We realize that you are receiving multiple responses about the 
licensure for certified athletic trainers in the state of Iowa. We are 
trying to understand if you are attempting to separate physical 
therapy and chiropractic from the many athletic trainers the practice 
in this state and throughout the nation and wonder how these 
divisions are being decided. There is a long history where at the 
organizational level physical therapy has attempted to distance 
themselves from athletic training. This is unacceptable. In the state of 
Iowa and throughout the nation organized sports that are at 
substantial risk for injury are not allowed without the presence of 
licensed athletic training staff.

I ( ) emeritus professor who, along with program director 
Dan Foster ATC served as the medical advisor for the Athletic Training 
educational program at the University of Iowa for 50 years. We have a 
strong, successful, and important program. Employment of the 
certified graduates has been uniformly successful.  We now have a 
master’s degree educational program for athletic trainers which is 
within our orthopedic department and approved by the University of 
Iowa College of Medicine Administration. These programs need to 
continue to result in a license to practice athletic training.

I ( ) can attest that the use of athletic trainers throughout our 
orthopedic department has continually expanded and that they are 
valuable clinicians in our clinics and operating rooms.  They see 
patients, write clinical notes, and do many other tasks that require 
training.  There needs to be oversight of this training, control of quality 
of practice and standards that must be met.  Boards and Licensure 
assure the public that these steps have been taken. 

We are both extremely concerned about the implications of the 

(Date)
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proposed withdrawal of the Board and licensure.  This step is hard to 
understand and potentially bad for athletes and more broadly for 
healthcare in our state.  Both of us would be extremely interested in 
the rational for this proposal and hope that any rational that exists will 
be carefully vetted against these concerns and those raised by others.

Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Elimination of Board of Dietetics

My name is . I am a registered and licensed dietitian nutritionist, and writing to
let you know that I strongly disagree with the elimination of the Board of Dietetics and our
licensure.

The Board of Dietetics exists to protect Iowa citizens from unethical, harmful nutrition care.
Similar to other healthcare professions, becoming a dietitian involves completing a rigorous,
evidence-based curriculum and supervised internship, passing a qualification exam, and taking
yearly continuing education.

Licensure is particularly important in the context of medical nutrition therapy, which is
specialized nutrition care seen in hospitals, clinics, long-term care, and private practice.
Through MNT, dietitians manage various medical conditions: diabetes, kidney disease,
malnutrition, GI disorders, and nutrition support through feeding tubes or IV; as well as
providing nutritional guidance within the setting of surgeries, drugs or treatments. This is just a
partial list.

Further, the livelihood of many Iowa dietitians depends on their services being reimbursed by
payers who require that healthcare professionals be licensed in order to receive
reimbursement. It is in Iowa law that MNT and therapeutic diets MUST be provided by licensed
and registered dietitians in order to receive insurance payment.

On a national level, the Academy is working to streamline licensure by introducing an interstate
compact. We strongly support this effort as it would significantly ease the burden of Iowa
dietitians needing to be licensed in multiple states; and, with the increase of telehealth,
broadens the income opportunities of dietitians.The Compact would also support active duty
military and their spouses. We need to retain licensure in order to hold Compact privilege.

My request:

Retain the Iowa Board of Dietetics.

Retain licensure of registered dietitians and dietitian technicians, registered

Aside from the above, I work at a rural hospital. As a registered licensed dietitian I am able to

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 08:19:48 CDT
Attachments:
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provide diabetes education to local individuals that may not be able to travel to a larger hospital
for the same services. I am sure you are aware of the nursing shortage. If licensure is removed
from dietitians there may not be anyone available to provide these valuable services for smaller
communities.

Please continue to support my fellow dietitians.
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Registered Interior Designer Board

Good morning,

My name is .  I am a Registered Interior Designer living and working in Iowa.
I’m reaching out in response to the Boards & Commissions Review Committee’s August 29
recommendation to eliminate the Board of Interior Design. Registered interior design
professionals directly impact on public health, safety, and welfare, and now that Registered
Interior Designers can practice independently in Iowa, an oversight board led by practitioners
and subject matter experts will be more important than ever before. I urge the Committee to
consider keeping some form of a regulatory board overseeing Registered Interior Designers
intact.

During the 2023 legislative session, the Iowa Legislature passed SF 135, with overwhelming
bipartisan support, which expanded the state’s interior designer registration to include the
ability to stamp and seal nonstructural construction plans for permitting. This was a huge step
forward for Interior Designers in the state of Iowa that have been working hard at helping
individuals understand the complex issues that we deal with on projects every day as design
professionals.  Registered interior designers can now practice independently with that title.
With that capability, the potential for risk to public safety exists with it. So even if there was little
discipline necessary for RIDs before SF 135 become law, enforcement, and disciplinary
capacity of RIDs will be more critical than ever before. Those matters are best left to subject
matter experts and practitioners in the profession, as they are in other states.

If maintaining the Board of Interior Design is not an option, perhaps it can be merged with the
Board of Architects. Joint boards are utilized in many states in the US, and due to the overlap
in practice between architects and registered interior designers, such a board would be
uniquely qualified to enforce the law and discipline those that cause harm or break it.

Please keep a subject matter expert-led regulatory board intact for the interior design
profession.

Thank you-

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 08:26:20 CDT
Attachments:
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Page 1105 of 1221



The information contained in this communication may be confidential, and is intended only for
the use of the recipient(s) named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please return it to the sender immediately and delete the original
message and any copy of it from your computer system.

Page 1106 of 1221



From:                
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     

Subject:             Letter of Support for Interior Design Oversight Board

Dear Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

Attached is a letter of support for Interior Design oversight from 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

IIDA

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 08:31:58 CDT
Attachments:     IIDAHQ.SupportIowa.09.06.23.CD Signature.pdf
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Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee 
1007 E. Grand Ave.  
Des Moines, IA 50319 
BCRCcomments@iowa.gov 
 
 
September 6, 2023 
 
 
Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee Members, 

My name is , and I am the Executive Vice President and Chief Executive 
Officer for the International Interior Design Association (IIDA). I am writing in response to 
the Boards & Commissions Review Committee’s August 29th recommendation to 
eliminate the Interior Design Examining Board. 

With more than 15,000 members, IIDA represents and supports commercial interior 
design professionals, industry affiliates, educators, students, and firms across 58 
countries. We advocate for the advancements in education, design excellence, 
legislation, leadership, and accreditation to increase the value and understanding of the 
profession of Interior Design and its impact on the health, safety, and welfare of the 
public.    

This year, the Iowa Legislature passed SF 135, which expanded the state’s interior 
designer registration to allow registered interior designers to both practice independently 
and to stamp and seal nonstructural construction plans for permitting. With this greater 
scope in protection of the public comes the need for greater accountability. We believe 
that these matters are best left to subject matter experts and practitioners in the 
profession, as they are currently in the 27 other states with interior design legislation.  
 
If maintaining an independent Interior Design Examining Board is not a viable option, 
please consider merging the board with the Architectural Examining Board. Because of 
the overlap in practice between architects and registered interior designers, such a 
board would be uniquely qualified to oversee the profession and keep it accountable. 
Similar joint boards currently exist in 15 states. 
 
The Interior Design community in Iowa is grateful for your attention to this matter. On 
their behalf, I ask you that you please keep a subject matter expert-led regulatory board 
intact for the interior design profession. If you have questions about this issue or the role 
of IIDA, please contact me directly.   
 
Best wishes, 
 

IIDAHQ.SupportIowa.09.06.23.CD Signature.pdf for Printed Item: 650 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Athletic Training

Hello,

My name is , I'm a primary care sports medicine physician in Ankeny, IA and
am writing today to voice my strong support for keeping the board of athletic training intact.
Athletic trainers provide a valuable resource for our middle and high school athletes as well as
our college student athletes throughout the state of Iowa.  Getting rid of this board would place
Iowans at a huge disadvantage as it will be hard to recruit ATCs when there is no accreditation
process.  This will leave many ATC positions unfilled and many athletes uncared or improperly
cared for.  As we've seen with some high profile cases recently (Damar Hamlin, Christian
Erickson), having a properly trained ATC on the sideline can literally save somebody's life.
Almost every other state is, or has recently, moved toward mandating accreditation for ATC's -
I would hate to see Iowa go backwards in this regard while all other states continue to go
forward.

Please don't hesitate to reach out with any questions.

Thanks,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 08:33:22 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Oppose elimination of Board of Psychology

I strongly oppose the elimination of the board of psychology and consolidation into board of
behavioral health. It is a disservice to Iowans and will severely impact their care by doctoral
level licensed psychologists whom they trust with mental health. Given the state of mental
health in Iowa and nationally, such a consolidation will minimize the oversight in a way that will
make mental health issues worsen.

Please uphold the Board of Psychology.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             AT's

Hello,
My name is .  I am concerned about this upcoming bill as related to
athletic trainers.  I work closely with some great athletic trainers an am worried that if you take
away the licensure for them then we won't be able to recruit them to work with us at UIHC
orthopedics department.  They are a great help to my orthopedic surgeons.
Thank you for listening to my concerns.
Sincerely,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 08:44:51 CDT
Attachments:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             DIAL reorganization

Hello,

In my opinions, with the suggested revisions, DIAL has too many boards to oversee.  There is
close to 50, which has more than any other board, second only to HHS which has just over 30.
I would suggest dividing DIAL into 2 groups, health and non-health at the minimum.

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 08:56:15 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Senate File 514 proposed dissolution of the Board of Athletic Training

I am writing to express my dissatisfaction and frustration with the proposed elimination of the
Board of Athletic Training.

We as a state have always taken great pride in our education system and the success of the
citizens of the state of Iowa.  To eliminate the Board of Athletic Training will create devalue the
education and ongoing success of Athletic Trainers. There are 47 states that recognize the
importance of licensure , eliminating this board has the  potential to discourage highly qualified
professionals from practicing/living in the state of Iowa and increase the loss of our younger
citizens. I believe we as a state, should always want to encourage our young citizens to
excel/grow and mature in their home state. Why is it a good idea to discourage them?  As the
landscape of the our healthcare continues to evolve and change, it is essential to continue to
license and regulate essential healthcare providers.  The Athletic Trainers are professionals
and an essential part of our healthcare system.

I am requesting that the BCRC reconsider eliminating the Board of Athletic Training.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 09:13:46 CDT
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training License

To whom it may concern:

It is with GREAT concern that the legislators in this state feel the need to un-license a medical
professional. What could you possibly be thinking?

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities.

Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United States, in
addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in performing
arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

So, the legislators in Iowa will be okay with any unregulated person taking care of their young
athletes at the university, college or high school level. WHAT KIND OF PUBLIC PROTECTION
IS THAT?

Please don’t do it!!!!

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 09:35:56 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,
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From:                 John Cacciatore
                         <john.cacciatore@policyworksllc.com> on behalf of John
                         Cacciatore <John.Cacciatore@policyworksllc.com>
                         <john.cacciatore@policyworksllc.com>
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Written comments for the Board and Commission Review Committee

Attached, please find written comments from the Plumbers and Steamfitters Local 33 to the
Board and Commission Review Committee.

Thank you for your consideration,

John Cacciatore  |  Senior Vice President

POLICYWORKS

government affairs | public relations

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 09:57:15 CDT
Attachments:     Comments to Comittee 9.6.23.pdf
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Hearing instrument specialist deregulation

I am writing in opposition to the deruglation of liscensing for hearing instrument specialist (HIS)
in Iowa. I am an office manager for a miracle ear office and I have watched first hand my HIS
improve lives for elderly but also all people but they would not be able to do that without my
specialists training and education in hearing aids.

Our patients want to be informed on hearing aids. The generations we deal with want to know
the why, they WANT to be educated on the audiometry and the anatomy of an ear and ear
drum. Without training and licensing of our specialist they could not do that and they could not
express how important be able to hear is.

Hearing is one of the 5 senses. It’s like seeing. You have to go to a doctor to be able to see
and get a prescription and go through testing and peoples time and education is what is
important to be able to do so. Hearing is no different nor should it be treated as such! If you get
people selling hearing aids or getting people to test hearing who have not taken the time and
effort and honestly genuinely the PASSION you’re going to get patients/clients who continue to
be uneducated about hearing aids and their hearing and just how important it is.

Elderly have faced so much change in their life and so many technological advances. To
expect them to have some adult who is untrained and uneducated is absolutely upsetting to
say the least but also just downright damaging.

This law should be really honestly thought about and given true examination before passing.

Thank you for your time and efforts.

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 10:12:35 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

ect:             Board of Hearing Aid Specialist

Good Morning,

Please see the attached letter.  Thank you for taking the time to review.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Hearing Aid Dispenser License

Good morning,

As an audiologist and private practice owner, it is alarming to me to find out that the State
would seek to get rid of the Hearing Aid Dispenser License. There are three primary reasons
this is a concern for public safety and public health.

First, there are some bad actors that are in the hearing aid space. Most of them exist online
and try to take advantage of the older population's inexperience with hearing aids. Having the
confidence to go to a licensed provider with specialized training helps the public be more
confident they are working with someone who knows about hearing loss. Given that taking
away the license means that anybody can start selling hearing aids without any prior
knowledge of how to program or use the devices. In some cases, they could be over amplified
and cause further hearing damage.

Second, having some form of formal training on hearing loss, hearing aids, and long-term
hearing health is what helps protect consumers against people just trying to make a quick sale.
Are all hearing care professionals perfect? Of course not but having some form of bar to clear
helps to keep some of those folks from taking advantage of the public.

Lastly, the exam. This exam. Not only to new professionals have to learn new concepts and
ideas but apply them to an exam that is fairly exhaustive.  It is developed by the International
Hearing Society.

I understand that the State is trying to run for efficiently, in getting rid of the Hearing Aid
Dispenser Board and License, the longer-term effects on the older population in Iowa would
unfortunately be them being more likely to be swindled and, even worse, possibly having their
hearing damaged further but poorly fit devices.

Respectfully,

________________________

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 10:30:17 CDT
Attachments:     Outlook-signature_.png

Bcc:

Page 1129 of 1221



Confidentiality Notice
This message is intended only for the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are notified that any disclosure, distribution or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited. This communication may also contain protected health
information (PHI). Failure to maintain PHI in a secure and confidential manner or unauthorized
redistribution of PHI could subject you to penalties under state and federal law. If you have
received and/or are viewing this message in error, please immediately notify the sender and
delete or shred completely.

Page 1130 of 1221



Owner:                   

Filename:               Outlook-signature_.png
Last Modified:        Wed Sep 06 10:30:17 CDT 2023

Page 1131 of 1221



Outlook-signature_.png for Printed Item: 665 ( Attachment 1 of 1)

Page 1132 of 1221



From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

Good morning,

As a licensed athletic trainer in the state of Iowa I believe we will be regressing as a profession
if we go through with eliminating the athletic training licensure. We would then be one of only
two states without licensure for my profession and I feel that would be a disservice for all of the
athletes, patients and individuals that we serve.

The biggest impact I see with this change would be the concussion protocol. I evaluate, rehab
and treat multiple concussed athletes/patients weekly and our physicians recognize the work
we do and trust us as licensed professionals. If this goes away we will no longer be able to put
these individuals through the return to learn and play process. I currently work with licensed
professionals (physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners) who are not aware of
the up to date concussion protocols and the state of Iowa concussion law and won’t follow the
return to play protocol if we are not there is implement it.

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment, functional
limitations and disabilities. Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the
public’s safety, and it is the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic
trainers are included under the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider
Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training
as an allied health care profession.

With the profession of athletic training getting more light in the news with injuries like Damar
Hamlin, I think this is the wrong time to make these changes and instead we should be looking
to advance and promote this profession as it is now a Masters level degree.

Thank you for your time,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 10:37:10 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure Board

To whom it may concern,

My name is  and I am a clinical athletic trainer at the University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics Orthopedics Department. I am also a resident of Iowa City, Iowa, a Board
Certified and Iowa Licensed athletic trainer, and a preceptor within the MSAT program at the
University of Iowa.

I have been made aware of the possibility that you will be eliminating the Licensure Board, and
subsequently, the licensure for Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa. I am reaching out to
comment on these proposed changes to committees/boards in our state. It is alarming to
imagine what this would do to the safety of athletes in our state. Athletic trainers play a vital
role in the safety of young athletes playing sports in our state on a daily basis, through youth
sports to high schools and at the collegiate level.

The presence of athletic trainers allows coaches to coach and a licensed health care providers
to prevent, evaluate, treat, and rehabilitate injuries. Additionally, should an emergency occur on
the field or playing surface, athletic trainers have training in immediate care and activation of
emergency action plans/response. Finally, and more specifically, with concussion care being
such an important and vital topic, having trained professionals who can diagnose and treat
head injuries accurately and effectively is necessary for safe participation in sports.

 If the licensing system for athletic trainers was removed, it would be up to the hiring schools or
hospitals to determine the viability of an individual to be an athletic trainer. This means that
those who may not have a background or education in healthcare will be charged with
determining who is qualified to provide healthcare to our athletes and patients.

By eliminating the licensure system for our state, we would only rely on the Board of
Certification (BOC) exam as a way of assessing the quality of an athletic trainer. While this
examination is designed to protect the public by screening recent graduates of basic
knowledge and skill, we need a means for our state to monitor athletic trainers and ensure
continuing education. This is necessary for public protection as best practices evolve over time
and without up to date knowledge, the safety of athletes, and even the general public, is
endangered.

Across the US, 49/50 states have some form of regulation of the profession of athletic training.
The one remaining state has an active bill that would require regulation of the practice of
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athletic training. Licensure is required in 47/50 states.

Finally, as an athletic trainer that has worked at the collegiate level, high school level, and now
in the clinical setting with occasional outreach, it is vital that we have individuals who are
charged with athlete and public safety who are regulated with their licensure to make sure they
are up to date on the best practices and latest research for emergency care and patient care.

I urge you to vote against getting rid of the athletic training licensure board.

Thank you for your time.

Best,

Notice: This e-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521, is confidential and may be legally privileged.  If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any retention, dissemination, distribution, or
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  Please reply to the sender that you have
received the message in error, then delete it.  Thank you.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             HIS LICENSURE MATTERS!!!!

To whom it may concern

Hearing instrument specialists provide a huge support to the hearing aid industry and the
availability for patients to receive quick and quality care based on their needs. If you choose to
get rid of this licensure the amount of patients that would lose that access would be so great it
would compromise their hearing health. What everyone wants is what is best for the people
that need hearing aids and counseling on hearing problems. It is crucial to have a separate
licensure for HIS in order to guarantee these patients are fitted with the appropriate devices
and specialized care. Hearing Instrument Specialists also handle most of the hearing aid sales
that AuD's would not want to do themselves. For example, working at Costco or Miracle Ear
that are designed specifically for the SALE of hearing aids rather than the treatment of hearing
concerns like ear infections, sudden losses, and deformaties. Most professionals with an AuD
prefer to work in an ENT or hospital setting. Please consider keeping the licensure for Hearing
Instruments Specialists as it's what is best for patients and for the people whose jobs would be
lost if this licensure was revoked or merged.

Thank you for your attention to this matter,

NOTICE: This e-mail is intended only for the addressed party and may contain information that
is proprietary/confidential or otherwise protected. If you are not the named addressee, you are
not authorized to view this message. If received in error, please contact the sender and delete
the communication.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Concerns

To whom it may concern:

I am very concerned about the proposal to eliminate state oversight of Athletic training
healthcare professionals.

Athletic trainers as clinicians and the Masters training program in Athletic training are critically
important to the Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation.  As clinicians they support our
faculty in care delivery and provide primary care to injured athletes on the field, sideline and in
the training room.  They are important members of our musculoskeletal healthcare system.
Educationally our three Athletic training faculty run an outstanding Master’s Program that
produces highly skilled graduates on a yearly basis.  They are integral members of our faculty
and their program fits well with the other educational programs in our department and in the
College of Medicine.

Eliminating the board and licensing for Athletic training would be a step backward in healthcare
regulation, allow athletic training to become a free for all in our state, increase the cost of care
of injured athletes and decrease or eliminate our ability to work with these skilled providers.  I
believe it is very hard to predict all the negative effects of this proposed action. Our healthcare
system depends on strong state boards to assure that all providers provide a safe and effective
level of care and this regulation must continue to include Athletic Training.

Hopefully the proposed elimination of this board and licensure will be reconsidered and the
idea will be discarded.  I appreciate your thoughtful deliberation on this critically important
issue.

Thank you,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Board of Athletic Training and Iowa Board of Dietetics

I am writing to voice my strong opinion AGAINST eliminating the Iowa Board of Athletic training
and the Iowa Board of Dietetics.

This effectively removes state regulation of these professions, is wildly inappropriate and could
prove disastrous.

47 (soon to be 48) states have licensure requirements for athletic trainers. Being one of 3
without would make recruitment of these vital healthcare allies even harder for our state and
put our high school, college athletes and many occupational settings who currently employ ATs
at significantly higher risk.

Registered dietitians are also incredibly undervalued in our current healthcare model, and I
could not do my job as a physician without them. Removing their clinical regulation allows
evidence-based, credible nutrition resources to become even harder to find in the weeds of
today’s “everyone’s an expert” era.

Eliminating these boards could jeopardize the health of Iowans and make it even more difficult
to recruit providers in these areas. Our state is already underserved in many areas of
healthcare. I think it is a terrible idea to eliminate oversight in clinical medicine.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     

Subject:             Athletic Trainer licensure

Please find the attached letter in support of our AT colleagues in Iowa.
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September 5, 2023 

 

Boards and Commissions Review Committee, 

 

This letter is written on behalf of the Missouri Athletic Trainers’ Association to express opposition to the 

elimination of the Iowa Board of Athletic Training. As a professional membership association from a 

border state, this change could have a negative impact on our members here in Missouri.  We believe 

the proposed elimination would have a negative impact on the citizens of Iowa.  Without title 

protection, any person could call themselves an Athletic Trainer and attempt to render aid without the 

proper education and training.   

Athletic Trainers are regulated (licensure or registration) in all states but California.  We do not believe it 

would be in the best interest of the people of Iowa to follow the California model of no regulation for a 

health care provider. With licensure and the diligence of the Board of Athletic Training, professional 

preparation and continuing education are monitored while keeping up with rapid changes in the health 

care industry. The quality of care being delivered to Iowa citizens would decline if the Board of Athletic 

Training is eliminated.   

In summary, we believe that the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training would be a grave mistake 

for the people of Iowa. While your Review Committee has a daunting task of evaluating individual 

Boards and Commissions, please consider the impact it will have not only on your citizens, but those of 

the surrounding states.   

 

Sincerely, 

Iowa Board review letter.pdf for Printed Item: 674 ( Attachment 3 of 3)
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                    
                         

Subject:             Comments on the proposed preliminary recommendations regarding the
Boards and Commissions Review

Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

LeadingAge Iowa represents not-for-profit providers of aging services and long-term care
services and supports across the state. Based on member feedback, we are providing the
following comments on the preliminary recommendations for the committee’s consideration
regarding your proposed preliminary recommendations to eliminate, merge, or consolidate
various state boards and commissions, dated August 29, 2023.

While we understand and appreciate that restructuring and/or reorganizing practices within the
State government can achieve efficiencies, we also want to ensure that we do not eliminate the
expertise and the due process by peers of similar backgrounds that many of these boards
provide for disciplinary actions, changes to scope of practice, education, and many other duties
the individual boards are tasked with.

Specifically, we have significant concerns related to the 3 following proposed preliminary
recommendations:

* Health Facilities Council: The recommendation of the Boards and Commissions Review
Committee is to eliminate the Health Facilities Council, which is tasked with approving
Certificate of Need (CON) applications in which many of our members have completed in the
past for new construction, addition of services, etc. Currently, the state has passed a
moratorium on new nursing home beds throughout the state to provide opportunity to study
and revise the criteria for evaluating CON applications for nursing home beds.  However,
based on the projected increases in the older adult population and the closures experienced,
additional nursing home beds may be needed in the future. The Health Facilities Council plays
an important role in the CON process, ensuring that non-biased public representatives review
the information provided and decide on the application.  The decision to eliminate the Council
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without further detail on how these decisions will be made in the future in a non-biased
manner, is very concerning.

* Board of Nursing Home Administrators: The recommendation of the Boards and
Commissions Review Committee is to eliminate the Board of Nursing Home Administrators.
While the board is tasked with evaluating the qualifications of applicants for licensure, which
can be completed through a review of education, experience, and testing, the board is also
tasked with reviewing complaints on unprofessional conduct and promotes public health,
welfare, and safety. Without an understanding of how the complaint process will be in the
future if this board is eliminated, we have strong concerns about the elimination of this board
because of the importance of peer review for due process in disciplinary hearings. The history
of individuals with similar licensure and public representation ensures that licensees receive
fair treatment based on what others like themselves would do in given circumstances.

* Board of Nursing: The recommendation for the Board of Nursing includes reorganization
or other changes, which are not included in the initial summary document. Traditionally the
Board of Nursing reviews curriculum for various educational programs throughout the state,
reviews applications for reconsideration, establishes the scope of practice in accordance with
specific Iowa considerations as well as other states throughout the nation. The majority of the
RNs work in hospitals (48%) or office settings (18%); however, with new federally proposed
minimum staffing requirements, long-term care providers will be required to hire more
Registered Nurses. On the other hand, most LPNs (46%) work in the long-term care setting
which traditionally has been an environment where individuals who have experience and
additional certification courses can practice with a diploma in nursing rather than a higher-
degree level due to the lower level of acuity of the residents in their care. These considerations
can only be understood by individuals of similar background, such as the current
representation on the nursing board of a LPN and a RN with long-term care experience. We
have strong concerns that if the board size is reduced, the board will not represent the broader
nursing profession of various degrees and practice settings.  We also cannot emphasize
enough the need for individuals of similar licensure and background to aid in making decisions
regarding rules, scope of practice and discipline which impact these environments and
maintain the safety for those we serve.

Thank you for your consideration.  We are happy to provide additional information or answer
any questions.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa Boards and Commissions Review Committee - Iowa Board of Athletic
Training

Good morning,

I am a current collegiate coach entering my ninth year of coaching. I work with over 70 student-
athletes on a daily basis, and could not do my job successfully without the support of a
wonderful athletic trainer. Her work with our team (and the work of countless other ATs around
the state) impact the lives of young men and women in immensely positive ways - both
physically and mentally.

I am writing to voice my opposition to the elimination of the Board of Athletic Training and
licensure of athletic trainers in Iowa. This is very detrimental to not just the profession, but to
the thousands of patients who athletic trainers care for every day in our state. Elimination of
licensure would lead to danger and safety issues for all of our physically active patients, but
especially our youth athletes.

In 2018, Athletic Trainers were the driving force behind passage of HF2442, which set
standards for concussion management in youth sports. Athletic Trainers are the primary
licensed health care providers on the sidelines for all of Iowa's high school football games and
other interscholastic sporting events. Removing AT's licensure would conflict with current Iowa
code in this area and cause unresolvable problems for high schools trying to protect their
students.

California is the only other state without regulation for athletic trainers, and I don't want to see
Iowa compared to that state as the only two states who allow delinquent health care
professionals to come practice and place our residents in danger.

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 11:01:56 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:

Page 1155 of 1221



Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection, and it is the gold standard of
regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the allied health
professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American Medical
Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

Eliminating licensure in Iowa could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements).

Thank you for your time.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     >

Subject:             BCRC submission: HIA

Please accept the attached letter on behalf of  President, Hearing Industries
Association regarding the proposed recommendation to eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid
Specialists. We wish to express our concern with the recommendation as proposed.

We appreciate your consideration and please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or
if we can provide additional information.

Sincerely,
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September 6, 2023 
 
Dear Boards and Commissions Review Committee Members, 
 
The Hearing Industries Association appreciates the opportunity to provide feedback regarding 
the proposed recommendation to eliminate the Iowa Board of Hearing Aid Specialists and wish 
to express our concern with the recommendation as proposed. 
 
The Hearing Industries Association (“HIA”) is the national organization of the manufacturers, 
suppliers, and distributors of hearing aids, implants, assistive listening devices, component 
parts, and power sources. HIA’s mission is to be a trusted voice on product innovation, patient 
safety and education, and public policy. 
 
In August 2022, FDA published a final rule establishing over-the-counter hearing aids (“OTC 
hearing aids”). As part of this rule, all hearing aids that are not OTC hearing aids are reclassified 
as “prescription hearing aids” that may be sold only to or on the prescription or other order of a 
practitioner licensed by law to order the use of (prescribe) the devices.1 As part of the rule, FDA 
defers to States to determine appropriate licensing requirements for prescription hearing aids 
and the professionals authorized to “prescribe” or “order the use of” these devices. 
 
Iowa has long licensed and regulated both audiologists and hearing aid specialists, providing an 
essential pathway for individuals with hearing loss to seek treatment, provide consumer 
protections, and ensure integrity within the profession. Given the OTC hearing aid rule and the 
deference to state licensing requirements for prescription hearing aids addressed therein, 
elimination of the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists may have the unintended consequence of 
restricting access to prescription hearing aids for those who need them most by effectively 
precluding an entire category of hearing professionals from practicing within their scope. 
 
We appreciate the intention behind reforming the licensing and regulatory process but are 
concerned that elimination of the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists will result in multiple 
unintended consequences, including weakening consumer protections and limiting access to 
hearing loss solutions, particularly in rural areas. 
 
Hearing health is essential, and the use of hearing aids can help avoid the negative social, 
emotional, and health consequences of hearing loss. Beyond the associated comorbidities of 
hearing loss, there are significant positive impacts on overall health and wellbeing, with 8 in 10 
individuals who treat their hearing loss reporting life-changing results. Access to licensed 
hearing professionals – including hearing aid specialists – is an important part of treating 

 
1 Medical Devices; Ear, Nose, and Throat Devices; Establishing Over-the-Counter Hearing aids, 87 Fed. Reg. 50698 
(August 17, 2022) 
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hearing loss, as those with hearing loss report even higher rates of satisfaction with their 
hearing professional. 
 
We look forward to working with you to support all licensed hearing professionals and 
individuals with hearing loss and urge reconsideration of the proposed recommendation to 
eliminate the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists. 
 
Sincerely, 
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boiler and Pressure Vessel Board

Regarding: BCID 12, 89.14

As a manufacturer’s representative of commercial hydronic boilers and pressure vessels I’m
concerned with the recommendation to eliminate the Boiler and Pressure Vessel Board.

1. Without the boiler board, who makes recommendations for boiler and pressure vessel
code changes?
2. Who will the State of Iowa rely on for accurate information to make informed decisions
that pertain to the boiler code?  The current board has includes members that are Licensed
Professional Engineers with the State of IA that practice in the design of Hydronic and Steam
boiler systems and Members that sale new boilers, replacement boilers, and service boilers
and pressure vessels in the state of IA.
3. Our current boiler code is outdated and needs to be updated.  Without the boiler and
pressure vessel board will the sate of Iowa adopt national code?

Thanks,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     Jon Murphy <jon@lobbyiowa.com>; IA-ASLA
                         <ia-asla@assocserv.com>

Subject:             IA ASLA's Comments for Boards & Commissions Review Committee

Dear Sir/Madam,

Attached, you will find the comments from the Iowa Chapter of the American Society of
Landscape Architects (IA ASLA) concerning the preliminary recommendations of the Boards &
Commissions Review Committee.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
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September 6, 2023 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The Honorable Kraig Paulsen 
Chairman, Boards and Commissions Review Committee 
State Capitol 
1007 East Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
 
Subject: Landscape Architectural Examining Board's Autonomy and Equitable Representation 
 
Dear Chairman Paulsen, 
 
I am writing to you in my capacity as the President of the Iowa Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects (IA ASLA). Our organization is deeply committed to upholding the standards and 
integrity of the landscape architectural profession within the state of Iowa. We wish to address a matter 
of utmost importance that directly impacts the future of our profession: the potential consolidation of the 
Landscape Architectural Examining Board. 
 
Licensed in all 50 states and the District of Columbia, landscape architects are design professionals, 
who focus on nature-based stormwater management, sustainable development, livable communities, 
planning, natural resource preservation, recreation spaces, water conservation and most importantly, 
public safety. The expertise that we bring to the design table truly benefits the communities we live in 
and the State of Iowa that we love. Our work can be seen throughout Iowa, such as the Iowa State 
Capitol, West Terracei; Des Moines’ Cowles Commons Plazaii; Davenport’s Mississippi River Flood 
Resiliency Planiii; Ames’ ADA Hayden Parkiv; Iowa City’s Pedestrian Mall Improvementsv; and hundreds 
of other public and private projects in Iowa's communities big and small. It’s the landscape architect’s 
responsibility to ensure these designs create healthy, safe, and resilient natural and built environments. 
 
We understand that a review committee has been exploring the possibility of consolidating the 
Landscape Architectural Examining Board with the Architectural Examining Board. While we 
acknowledge the potential benefits of streamlining administrative processes, we are also concerned 
about the implications this consolidation might have on the profession of landscape architecture and the 
representation of our interests. 
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Landscape Architecture is a distinct profession with rigorous requirements for education, experience, 
and examination. The Landscape Architectural Examining Board plays a crucial role in ensuring that 
landscape architects practicing within our state are held to the highest standards of competence and 
ethics to ensure public health, safety, and welfare. It is an entity that possesses specialized knowledge 
of our field and is well-equipped to address the unique challenges and opportunities that landscape 
architects face. We firmly believe that maintaining a distinct Landscape Architectural Examining Board is 
essential to preserving the professional independence and expertise of landscape architects. 
 
At the same time, we recognize that administrative efficiencies can be gained through consolidation and 
welcome the opportunity for all stakeholders be involved in this conversation. However, we request that 
careful consideration be given to the composition of a combined board to ensure that landscape 
architects retain their independent voice and representation. A balanced representation that includes 
knowledgeable and dedicated landscape architects is critical for informed decision-making that impacts 
our profession. 
 
We kindly request that you take our concerns into account and consider the following points: 
 

1. Equitable Representation: In the event of consolidation, it is imperative that landscape 
architects have equal representation on the board. This representation should reflect the diverse 
expertise and backgrounds within the landscape architectural community. A singular board, with 
unequal representation, may create conflict-of-interest dilemmas and have far-reaching impacts 
— regulatory and economic. Without equal representation, architects will have sole regulatory 
voting control over the landscape architecture profession. Unequal representation will consign 
landscape architects to a reduced position of authority and may impact the future best-interests 
of the profession and market competition. 

 
2. Preservation of Expertise: Landscape architects possess unique expertise in areas such as 

nature-based stormwater management, multi-modal transportation systems, ecological design, 
outdoor recreation and gathering spaces, and sustainable development. A consolidated board 
should ensure that this expertise is retained and utilized for the benefit of all Iowans where they 
live, work, and play. 

 
3. Collaboration and Consultation: Prior to any decision regarding consolidation, we respectfully 

request that the Iowa Chapter of ASLA and other relevant stakeholders be engaged in 
meaningful consultation to provide valuable insights and perspectives. 

 
We understand that the ultimate goal is to improve the efficiency of administrative processes, and we 
firmly believe that this can be achieved while preserving the distinct identity and representation of 
landscape architects in Iowa. 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. We are hopeful that with your support, we can maintain a 
Landscape Architectural Examining Board that both upholds professional standards and safeguards the 
public’s health, safety, and welfare within our great state. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to me directly at  if you 
have any questions or require further information. We greatly appreciate your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i https://www.thinkconfluence.com/what-we-do/campus-district-vitality/iowa-state-capitol-west-terrace  
ii https://www.rdgusa.com/work/project/cowles-commons/  
iii https://www.sasaki.com/projects/mississippi-river-flood-resiliency-plan/ 
iv https://www.snyder-associates.com/projects/ada-hayden-park/  
v https://genus-la.com/work/iowa-city-pedestrian-mall-improvements/  
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Training Licensure

To whom it may concern,

My name is  and I am a clinical athletic trainer at the University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics Orthopedics Department. I am a current resident of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, a Board
Certified and Iowa Licensed athletic trainer, and a preceptor within the MSAT program at the
University of Iowa.

It has come to my attention that there is a possibility that you will be eliminating the Licensure
Board, and subsequently, the licensure of Athletic Trainers in the state of Iowa. I am reaching
out to express my concerns if athletic trainers are no longer licensed in the state of Iowa. As of
now, 47/50 states have a licensure in place and 49/50 have some form of regulation of the
athletic training profession. The addition of Licensure on top of the Athletic Training Board of
Certification (BOC) means we are holding athletic trainers to the highest standard of care by
keeping up to date with best practices and continuing education.

As an athletic trainer who completed their education in Iowa, is originally from Iowa, and
currently practicing in the state of Iowa, it makes me extremely sad to know our state is
considering eliminating the Licensure Board, including licensure for athletic training. I fear this
will look poorly on our state and will result in a mass exit of current athletic trainers in this state
to look for jobs in a state that does have a Licensure Board. This may not affect you directly,
but if you have a child currently in high school, they may be affected by not having an athletic
trainer at their games/practices/schools to provide care in emergency and non-emergency
situations. This will affect our college student-athletes who will not have the highest qualified
individuals caring for them. It will affect our general public, as many current Iowa athletic
trainers work in a clinic setting and provide coverage to numerous outreach events across the
state every week.

I ask you to please vote against the elimination of the Licensure board.

Thank you for your time.

Best,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 11:19:03 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Professional boards - Electric Examining

As a member of the Iowa Electric Examining Board, we work diligently to insure the licensed
electricians perform work according to the National Electric Code (NEC), Iowa State Code, and
Administrative Rules - this includes continuing educations hours, license renewal, as well as
specifications for work products.

Our inspectors do an awesome job to insure every permitted work site meets Code, driving
many miles criss-crossing the state for timely inspections.

The work is specific to electrical work, detailed, and is a public safety concern if electric work
does not meet code, is substandard, or not permitted.

I am aware of other professional boards, i.e. plumbing, that is faced with similar situations.

Hopefully, your recommendation is to keep the IEEB in place along with inspectors to protect
all Iowans as well as transient visitors--no mater how long they remain in our state -- or  driving
through the state.

Respectfully,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 11:20:43 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         , ATC
                         <marenccarroll@gmail.com> <marenccarroll@gmail.com>
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa athletic training licensure

Good morning esteemed government representatives:
As an athletic trainer in Iowa, it is a great concern to me that my profession might lose its
licensure in our great state.
Licensing athletic trainers protects our children and adults from being cared for by individuals
not properly certified, not taught CPR and other life saving measures, and those who pretend
to understand orthopedic injuries but actually don’t.
We need a certified athletic trainer on every sideline, because the alternative is osteopaths,
holders of associate’s degrees, or even massage therapists who can’t properly care for athletic
injuries.
The Board of Licensure helps provide scope of practice guidance to the highly qualified
individuals that are licensed in Iowa.
The Board of Licensure does not cost the state money, as licensing fees pay for the expenses
every year. It only saves money in unnecessary medical expenses for athletes who are either
uninsured or uninsured. If an athletic trainer is at a high school, they can care for injuries
instead of the Medicaid athletes going to the doctor and physical therapists and costing the
state more money.
Thank you for your time.

Thanks,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 11:31:48 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Boards & Commissions Review Committee

To Whom it may Concern,

I couldn’t agree more with recommendation to allow the most qualified Iowans to serve on
Boards and Commissions by repealing the arbitrary gender-balance requirement. Boards &
Commissions Review Committee, Subcommittee Recommendation #5.

However, the removal of the Boiler and Pressure Vessell Board is something that I would
consider a big mistake. My biggest concern is that in the future that this decision will be looked
back upon as the root cause of, fill in the blank catastrophe.

The Boiler and Pressure Vessel Board serves a function that would need to be established
before it is removed or replaced. The Boiler Board is the only venue for filing for appeals from
inspection reports, and variances or Waiver requests. Both are avenues that are extremely
important to the Owners of the equipment as sometimes the inspectors are wrong, they are just
people and can make mistakes too. Just last week I had a customer who received a violation
that had verbiage in it that just didn’t make sense and I found out that it was a copy and paste
error.

The biggest reason we need a Board to appeal to is that without them it would be akin to
having police without a judge and jury. I have found the current commissioned state boiler and
pressure vessel inspectors to be well intentioned people however there is always alternate
perspectives and people/institutions need somewhere to have their case heard.

Thank you,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 12:13:04 CDT
Attachments:     image001.jpg

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             The proposal to fold the Board of Psychology into a general Behavioral
Science Board

My name is   I am a retired psychologist who practiced in Iowa more
than 30 years prior to my retirement from active practice, I was president of the Iowa
Psychological Association for two terms and served in many roles in the association during my
career.  I worked extensively with lobbying both in Des Moines and Washington DC to create
an environment that responded to the mental health needs of Iowans and the citizens of the
United States.

The Iowa Board of Psychology has served Iowa well to create an environment where the
needs and safety of Iowa residents are served and protected.  Several areas of practice are
unique to psychology and the members of other behavioral science boards are not well
positioned to continue the development of the future services provided by psychologists.
During the time I was a member of leadership in the Iowa Psychological Association we
worked with the legislature to pass and implement a program for psychologists who completed
a postdoctoral masters degree in Clinical Psychopharmacology to prescribe appropriate mental
health medications.  Iowa has been an underserved area for many years and this program was
developed specifically to increase the number of trained mental health professionals in rural
areas where the largest areas of underserved residents reside.  The demand for mental health
services has increased dramatically since the onset of covid.  Changing the manner that
Psychology is regulated in Iowa at this time will significantly slow the implementation of a larger
workforce with the expertise to care for mental health problems in rural communities.

The Iowa Psychology board had been a self funded board and the combination with a general
behavioral board should have no appreciable impact on state finances.

I strongly recommend that you not fold the Board of Psychology into a Behavioral Science
Board.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 12:22:29 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic training licensure

To whom it may concern,
As a parent with children involved in activities this is an important area to discuss.

I am writing regarding the proposed license elimination for athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.
Please note the following:

* There are over 1,100 licensed athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.
* The renewal fees that ATs pay fully funds the AT Board and is not a cost to the state.
* The AT license protects the health, safety, and welfare of the public by ensuring that the
ATs in the state are the qualified healthcare providers that athletes in Iowa deserve.
* The AT Board evaluates our scope of practice and adapts that based on the rapidly
changing world of healthcare.  If the Board is eliminated, other healthcare providers will have
influence over our scope of practice.
* Other states, like South Carolina moved towards licensure.  Thus 49/50 states have
regulation. This action would make Iowa, like California, not requiring licensure for ATs.
* The elimination of AT licensure may reduce the willingness of graduating students to stay
in the state.  It may also lead to currently licensed ATs leaving the state.  We are already
experiencing difficulty hiring ATs across the state, this would just increase the struggle,
specifically in rural schools.
* ATs appear in the Iowa Code as licensed healthcare providers, specifically in the recent
concussion law that was signed, declaring ATs as licensed healthcare providers.

Please keep practice standards in place to ensure the right people are caring for our athletes.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 12:26:24 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>; adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <adam.zabner@legis.iowa.gov>; janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov
                         <janice.weiner@legis.iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic Trainers Licensure

Dear Board and Commissions Committee, and Senator Janice Weiner,

I am emailing you to protest the recommended elimination of the state requirement for athletic
training licensure and the state Board of Athletic Training. State licensure protects our patients
and ensures us that our athletic training staff are properly trained, undergoing continuous
education requirements, and monitored. The board protects the scope and practice guidelines
for our staff under the University of Iowa.

Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis and
intervention of emergent, acute, and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations, and disabilities. Our athletic training staff have graduate degrees to
specialize as a healthcare provider to provide this care to our patients.

Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is the
standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under the
allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The American
Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care profession.

We do not want to continue to make decisions at a state level that drives young professionals
away from Iowa for better jobs elsewhere.  This decision would do just that.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 12:45:33 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:                     Gangestad, Sydney
                         <sydney.gangestad@dentons.com>; Coonan, Tim
                         <tim.coonan@dentons.com>

Subject:             BCRC Public Comment:  IPAS

Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment to the Boards and Commissions Review
Committee (BCRC).  Tim Coonan and Sydney Gangestad at Dentons Davis Brown represent
the Iowa Physician Assistant Society; IPAS respectfully submits the following comment to the
BCRC’s preliminary recommendations released on August 29, 2023.

IPAS is available to serve as a resource to the BCRC.  Please let us know if you have any
questions about the PA profession or current administration of the profession.

Thank you,

Marisa

Marisa Morris

Government Relations Coordinator

My pronouns are: (she/her)

  +1 515 246 7962

marisa.morris@dentons.com   |   Website

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 13:34:33 CDT
Attachments:     IPAS Boards Commissions Comment Letter 09.06.2023.pdf

Bcc:
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Iowa Physician Assistant Society 
6919 Vista Drive 
West Des Moines, IA 50026 
ph: (515) 282-8192 fax: (515) 282-9117 
 
 

 
September 6, 2023 
 
Chairman Paulsen,  

The Iowa Physician Assistant Society (IPAS) thanks you for the opportunity to provide 
comments on the Board and Commission Review Committee’s preliminary recommendations 
released on August 29, 2023.  
We recognize the important charge of your committee – achieving efficiencies and improving 
the effectiveness of state government – and we share those aims related to the regulation of the 
PA profession. We urge the committee to consider the important ways the PA Board has helped 
advance these principles since its inception in 1988 and we respectfully ask that the committee 
ensure future recommendations preserve the Board’s autonomous structure.   

Like a growing number of states, Iowa created a separate and autonomous PA Board to ensure 
informed regulation of the PA profession and avoid unnecessary restrictions imposed upon the 
profession with anticompetitive intent. The PA Board’s structure – a majority of PA members 
with representation from a broad spectrum of practice settings – provides Iowa’s PAs with 
meaningful participation in the regulation of their own profession, akin to what is already 
afforded to physicians, nurses, and other healthcare professionals.  

The PA profession has grown in Iowa and across the country in recent years and the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics projects the profession to grow by nearly 30 percent over the next decade. As the 
profession has grown, so has its importance to the delivery of healthcare. PAs practice in every 
specialty and setting, often managing their own patients. In fact, nearly 70 percent of U.S. adults 
have seen a PA according to a recent Harris poll commissioned by the American Academy of 
PAs and, in Iowa, the average PA sees approximately 60 patients per week. The PA profession’s 
impact is especially felt in rural Iowa, with 40 percent of the state’s PAs practicing in Iowa’s 
rural towns. 

Recognizing the important role that PAs play in meeting the health care needs of Iowans, the 
state legislature passed HF 424 this year. This new law – which Governor Reynolds lauded as a 
“common sense approach” – allows PAs in Iowa to practice autonomously. That is why it is 
more important than ever that Iowa’s PA professionals maintain an independent regulatory body 
comprised of PAs who have current knowledge of the profession.  
An alternative regulatory structure, particularly one whose membership is comprised of non-PA 
members who may not have current knowledge of the profession, undermines the profession. 
Additionally, a regulatory board comprised of non-PAs could view PAs as a market competitor, 
leading to regulations and policies that are anti-competitive and not evidence based. Such risks 

IPAS Boards Commissions Comment Letter 09.06.2023.pdf for Printed Item: 698 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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not only threaten the efficacy of the state’s regulatory efforts but could jeopardize patient 
interests.  

IPAS respectfully requests that your final recommendations recognize the importance of Iowa’s 
autonomous PA Board in the effective regulation of the PA profession. On behalf of Iowa’s 
1,300+ PAs, our membership stands ready to be a resource to your committee and pledge our 
commitment to the effective administration of the profession.  

Sincerely,  
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board Combination - Chiropractic

Dear Board and Commission Review Committee,

I am writing to place my public comment that the Iowa Chiropractic Licensure Board should not
be combined and merged with any other boards. This creates many issues that impact public
safety including:

* This creates a safety issue by combining and diluting the expertise on the board
knowledge to deal with cases.
* This will tax volunteers who serve on these boards and will require additional meetings
and hearings for different professions
* We currently struggle getting adequate investigations going in a timely manner to protect
our profession and this will exacerbate the issue.

Thank you for considering this comment. We ask for your reconsideration to merge the Iowa
Chiropractic Licensure Board with any other boards at this time.

Sincerely,

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 13:48:09 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Iowa CareGivers Comments Re Streamlining of Licensing and Certification
System - Recommendation #8

Dear Director Paulson and Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee:

REGARDING RECOMMENDATION 8

Implement clear, consistent, and efficient licensing standards to reduce barriers to entry into
the workforce.

Director Paulsen, in one of your summary statements of recommendation #8, you stated the
need to "streamline the state's licensing and certification boards into a "system".  In the written
version you state the rationale to "reduce barriers to entry into the workforce" which we agree
with.  However, we believe the benefits or unintended consequences for recommendation #8
go far beyond "reducing barriers to entry into the workforce,” and our comments align more
with your explanation of #8.

We support charging DIAL with establishing a licensing and certification "system" and
particularly for the health professions to:

-integrate the direct care worker registry into a newly established licensing and certification
"system" rather than an often outdated, ineffective, and difficult to manage stand-alone
database linked to a very outdated federal law.

-create a more efficient and cost-effective system.

-ensure access to accurate workforce supply and demand data and analysis are maintained.

-assure quality of care and public safety for Iowans of all ages and abilities, regardless the
setting by providing adequate training and portable health care workforce credentials.

-reduce health care costs associated with high workforce turnover and shortages, hospital
readmissions, and much more.

The lack of adequate and portable training and skills contribute to high turnover of certified
nurse aides (CNAs) and other direct care workers... an occupation that has experienced high
turnover rates for decades and certainly long before the COVID 19 pandemic. The pandemic
just made it worse. It is essential that the workforce feel adequately prepared to do what is
expected of them in what are often life or death situations. Waiving the education and training

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 13:57:25 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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for nurse aides in nursing homes during the pandemic resulted in poor care and tragic
outcomes for too many.  This is no time to be reducing training standards for these front-line
workers.  If employers want a stable and well-prepared health and long-term care workforce,
the issues must be viewed through the lenses of all who are impacted.  Thank you for your
consideration.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Athletic trainers

I’m sad and concerned to hear that Iowa is considering to allow “athletic trainers” without a
athletic trainer degree. Our daughter has torn her ACL twice in high school and having the
trainer know what to look for medically was a huge comfort. She was immediately on the scene
to evaluate her and suggested physicians to see for a confirmation. She was also there to work
with her during her therapy. Our trainer was also part of the PT group so she knew what she
would be working on to recover and during practice times our daughter could be doing
exercises recommended by the PT.

Having attended many sporting events over the years and seeing injuries it is so important to
have licensed athletic trainers in attendance. They are there to evaluate injuries immediately.
Help coaches, athletes and parents determine if an athlete should be able to continue to
participate or needs to sit out and be evaluated further. Having them available is for the safety
of young people, they take the decision out of coaches and parents hands which in my opinion
is huge. So please for the health and safety of young athletes, demand licensed athletic
trainers!

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 14:01:33 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Keep Athletic Training Licensure

To the government of Iowa,

I ask that you reconsider your recommendation of eliminating licensure for the medical
profession of Athletic training.  Athletic Trainers are the backbone of sports safety and are
essential in keeping middle school, high school, collegiate and all other athletes healthy and
able to perform in a safe way.

1. According to Iowa law 280.13C, Which is the law concerning concussion management in
schools.  Athletic trainers are listed as a licensed medical providers.  That law 280.13C(5b)
also states that students with a suspected concussion have to be evaluated by “a licensed
health care provider trained in the evaluation and management of concussions”.

a. If your proposed licensure elimination goes through then according to the law, athletic
trainers would no longer be able to manage concussions.  This would greatly increase
unnecessary doctor visits to PCP providers, who are less trained in concussion management,
to manage the concussion.  This hurts rural Iowa even more by taking up valuable time of our
stretched PCPs and increases health care cost.  I provide my athletic training services to the
students at our contracted schools free of charge and meet them at school.
b. This would mean the majority of high schools in the state and likely all of the rural schools
would be unable to follow the state concussion law in a satisfactory way.  Kids would either be
forced to sit out for long periods of time with concussions without adecuate management of the
return to play or concussed athletes would not be identified and removed from sport leading to
long term cognitive damage.

2. The medical practice of athletic training is a licensed field in 49 of the 50 states.  To
eliminate licensure in Iowa would be going backwards and make the state of Iowa less
attractive to athletic trainers seeking employment

a. There is already a shortage in qualified athletic trainers in the state of Iowa.  The state of
Iowa recognizes this as well.  Athletic trainers are included in the health provider recruitment
program.  It seems counterintuitive to say we need to recruit these healthcare providers and
then eliminate them.
b. I will say for myself if athletic training licensure is eliminated, I would strongly consider

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 14:21:42 CDT
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leaving medicine and move to another field.  My athletic trainer colleague would likely leave the
state.  We provide very low cost healthcare to 7 rural Iowa school districts.  If we leave those
athletes would be unserved.
c. We must support the rural districts to provide the best experience for the students.  I,
working in the rural setting, am on the front lines taking care of these kids.  I have seen what
happens at other schools that have lost their athletic training services due to lack of workers.
The loss of licensure would harm these areas even more by pushing highly qualified healthcare
providers out of state because of lack of basic professional occupational protections from the
state.

3. Elimination of the licensure would lead to harm to the public.

a. Athletic training requires a master’s degree of education, a passing score on a board of
certification examination, the maintenance of knowledge, skill, and competence through
continuing education.  We are highly trained and educated professionals that need the
protections of licensure. This is the same amount of education that physician assistants (PA)
require.
b. Without licensure, anyone, could pass themselves off as an athletic trainer and provide
inadequate or dangerous services to the public and there would be no recourse or protection of
the public.  Students at are school would undeniably be harmed by this proposed move.

4. The board of athletic training does not cost the state of Iowa or tax payers any money.
The boards functions are all paid for through dues and fees of our professional members.

a. Combining our profession with other similar fields such as physical therapy, occupational
therapy with the preservation of our licensure may satisfy your desire to streamline this part of
the government.

I hope that the committee recognizes their error in the recommending the elimination of athletic
training licensure.  I really hope that the committee learns that athletic trainers are highly
trained and qualified health care providers and deserve the protections provided by state
licensure.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Maintaining Iowa Board of Athletic Training

Hello,

My name is  and I am an athletic trainer in NW IA. I am entering my second year of
being a licensed athletic trainer. To get where I am today, I completed 5 years of education,
which included a bachelor's degree in Exercise Science and a MSAT degree from a CAATE
accredited program at South Dakota State University. I was fortunate to have amazing
professors within the program.

Athletics are becoming a huge part of young athletes lives. With more opportunities for athletes
to participate in sports year around comes an increase in injuries. As athletic trainers, we are
the front line at sporting events for medical care. We have to be ready for a multitude of
different injuries that can occur at any moment. Without the education, preceptors, or
professors that I learned from I would not be the high quality athletic trainer that I am today.
Within our education, we learn about general medical conditions, acute care, athletic injuries,
and so much more. We are the lifeline that athletes go to first in most circumstances related to
their health. In recent years, we have been challenged in the area of mental health. This is a
massive crisis within our adolescents and young adults.  Within my MSAT courses, we were
instructed on how to recognize signs and symptoms of mental health issues. In addition, within
rotations I was exposed to situations where mental health crisis's occurred and saw how they
were dealt with.

Athletic Training is more than taping ankles and adhering Band AIDS. It is a profession that
works with athletes in the areas of injury prevention, assessment, management, treatment, and
rehabilitation of injuries. We are a lifeline for athletes in time of need and we want to be well
educated to provide them with exceptional care that will elevate them to be the best athlete that
they can be. Without the Board if Athletic Training, we will lose the high level of athletic trainers
that the state of Iowa requires to practice.

We want all athletes no matter the age in the state of Iowa to be the best that they can be. So
why not have the best athletic trainers across the state of Iowa to help these athletes be
successful? Why do we want to have the possibility of anyone naming themselves as an
athletic trainer? This is unsafe! Safety of an individual is our number one priority as athletic
trainers.

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 14:59:05 CDT
Attachments:

Bcc:
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             IOWA Athletic Trainer Licensure

I am writing to comment on the possibility of Iowa Athletic Trainers losing licensure.  I strongly
oppose this idea for the following reasons:

* We currently have 1,129 ATs who are licensed and countless students who rely on
licensing.

* That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is
properly trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.

* The Board helps provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from
untrained persons.

* There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs
pay to renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the
black each year.

* Every state (except California who has pending legislation) and Washing D.C require
licensure for Ats

* Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
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functional limitations and disabilities.

* Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United
States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in
performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces.

* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.

* Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements)

Please do not let the Iowa Athletic Trainer Organization be eliminated.  This would be a big
disservice to our active community.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Public Comment re: Iowa Boards & Commissions Recommemdations

>From a voting citizen of Iowa:

As someone who has experienced personally the compassionate dedication of the direct care
workers who care for our family, our friends, and ourselves, I understand that one of the
challenges from direct care workers’ perspective is a lack of a common registry to maintain
their training and certification status. We have an opportunity to have DIAL create a system
that merges the various health care licensing boards into a single system that incorporates the
direct care worker registry that already exists at DIAL.

Thank you for seriously considering this improvement to the registry as part of the current
actions to consolidate and improve Iowa’s Boatds and Commissions.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Reasons to Keep Athletic Trainers Licensed

To Whom it may Concern,

    My name is  and am currently in my 4th year as an undergrad athletic training
major at University of Northern Iowa. I have been around sports practically my entire life. It was
always a comforting feeling knowing a licensed athletic trainer or emergency personnel was
always onsite during practices, games, and events. If you take away the licensing requirement
for athletic trainers, you are taking away the requirement for athletic trainers to prove they are
competent in their field.
    As a student, there is a comfort knowing that I will be required to prove my knowledge and
competency of athletic training requirements to a board. I want to be able to tell my future
athletes and coaches that I, in fact, am fully certified and licensed to provide medical care.
When looking a few years ahead, if I were to ever be sued for wrongdoing, I want to be able to
prove that I am a fully licensed athletic trainer who has proven my competency to a board
above me.
    Another concern I have in regards to the revoking of licensure for athletic trainers in Iowa is
what would stop some people that just have a bachelors or a masters in athletic training from
practicing? One can simply learn what they need to in order to pass a class where as being
able to accurately apply what they know into real life situations. It's one thing to pass a few
classes and show you know the material, it is completely different when you have to physically
apply what you know. The Board examination for athletic trainers ensures that the standard of
care is the same for all athletic trainers in Iowa. Just imagine how you would feel knowing
yourself, child, or family member is being cared for by an incompetent athletic trainer??

Additionally, a situation to think about that happened recently is Damar Hamlin. If those athletic
trainers and medical professionals were not licensed and had no requirement to prove they
knew what they were doing, would he even still be alive? The knowledge, clinical hours,
observation hours, and PROVING their competency through a Board examination is truly what
saved Damar's life.

Sincerely, 

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 15:44:34 CDT
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Keep Athletic Training licensure and the State Board of Athletic Training!

To Whom it may concern:

It has come to my attention that the State of Iowa is considering eliminating the licensure for
Athletic Training and the State Board of Athletic Training. This cannot happen! The State of
Iowa must keep athletic training licensure and the state Board of Athletic Training. This is
imperative as athletic trainers are healthcare providers that provide medical care to athletes
and patients across the state. I know several Certified Athletic Trainers and they are vitally
important for all athletic teams in high school and college. Here are some very important facts
about Athletic Trainers listed below:

* We currently have 1,129 ATs who are licensed and countless students who rely on
licensing.

* That licensure protects the public and lets clients and employers easily know an AT is
properly trained, taking continuing education, and monitored.

* The Board helps provide scope of practice guidance and protects the public from
untrained persons

* There is no expense associated with the Board of Athletic Training.  The fees that ATs
pay to renew their license cover all costs.  They are cost-effective and are consistently in the
black each year.

* Every state and Washington D.C require licensure for ATs, except for Hawaii (which
requires registration) and California (who has pending legislation).

* Athletic trainers are healthcare professionals who specialize in the prevention, diagnosis
and intervention of emergent, acute and chronic medical conditions involving impairment,
functional limitations and disabilities. (you could include your educational requirements here)

* Athletic trainers provide medical services to all types of patients. Across the United
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States, in addition to practicing in traditional sports team settings, athletic trainers work in
performing arts, public safety, occupational health, and with the armed forces. (Here is some
statistical data on AT settings: https://members.nata.
org/members1/documents/membstats/index.cfm. You will need to be logged into the website to
access this page. Click on the July 2023 link, and “JobSettingCertified” at the very bottom of
the page.)

* Licensure provides the highest level of patient protection for the public’s safety, and it is
the standard form of regulation for health care professions. Athletic trainers are included under
the allied health professions category, as defined by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), and are assigned National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs). The
American Medical Association also recognizes athletic training as an allied health care
profession.

* Eliminating licensure in IA could potentially impact an AT’s ability to practice across state
lines (travel with their team), depending on regulatory requirements in other states. (ex. some
states allow you to practice in their state temporarily, provided your home state maintains the
same regulatory requirements)

Keep Athletic Training Licensure and the State Board of Athletic Training in Iowa.

Thank you for your time,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Dietetics and the Local Food and Farm Program Council

To whom this may concern,

My name is . I am a registered and licensed dietitian nutritionist, and writing to
let you know that I strongly disagree with the elimination of the Board of Dietetics, our
licensure, and the Local Food and Farm Program Council.

The Board of Dietetics exists to protect Iowa citizens from unethical, harmful nutrition care.
Similar to other healthcare professions, becoming a dietitian involves completing a rigorous,
evidence-based curriculum and supervised internship, passing a qualification exam, and taking
yearly continuing education.

The Local Food and Farm Program Council exist to connect and educate consumers,
producers, and communities for a strong and productive local food system with population
health in mind. How our food is grown, processed, and packaged really does matter.  Our food
choices influence our health, the quality of our environment, jobs in our community, and the
culture and diversity of our society. Keeping our local farmers and producers in business
supports our local economy.  Dollars spent close to home tend to stay close to home. Most of
the food we eat travels an average of 1,500 miles from the farm to our table.  By reducing the
travel distance our food takes, we save energy and reduce carbon dioxide emissions that likely
contribute to global warming.  By buying whole local foods, we also reduce packaging, further
saving energy and resources. And conservation farming practices protect the quality of our
water and soil, while preserving green space for healthy native habitats.
Licensure is particularly important in the context of medical nutrition therapy, which is
specialized nutrition care seen in hospitals, clinics, long-term care, and private practice.
Through MNT, dietitians manage various medical conditions: diabetes, kidney disease,
malnutrition, GI disorders, and nutrition support through feeding tubes or IV; as well as
providing nutritional guidance within the setting of surgeries, drugs or treatments. This is just a
partial list.

Further, the livelihood of many Iowa dietitians depends on their services being reimbursed by
payers who require that healthcare professionals be licensed in order to receive
reimbursement. It is in Iowa law that MNT and therapeutic diets MUST be provided by licensed
and registered dietitians in order to receive insurance payment.

On a national level, the Academy is working to streamline licensure by introducing an interstate

Date:                 Wed Sep 06 2023 18:50:21 CDT
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compact. We strongly support this effort as it would significantly ease the burden of Iowa
dietitians needing to be licensed in multiple states; and, with the increase of telehealth,
broadens the income opportunities of dietitians.The Compact would also support active duty
military and their spouses. We need to retain licensure in order to hold Compact privilege.

My request:

1.    Retain the Iowa Board of Dietetics.

2.    Retain licensure of registered dietitians and dietitian technicians, registered.

3.    Retain the the Local Food and Farm Program Council

Best Wishes,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Comments Regarding Board of Dietetics Recommendations

Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

Please see the attached input regarding this committee's recommendations to eliminate the
Board of Dietetics and dietetics licensure.

Thank you,

--
--
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Dear Members of the Boards and Commissions Review Committee,

My name is and I am a registered dietitian nutritionist conducting community
research aimed at improving the health and wellbeing of aging adults in Iowa. My work and
education have included a Bachelor’s and Master’s in Dietetics and Exercise Science, more
than 1200 hours of supervised practice experience at Duke University Hospital, farmers’ market
management, work as an outpatient cancer dietitian, and I am currently in a Nutritional Sciences
Ph.D. program at Iowa State. My experiences have shown me the complexity of nutrition issues
at the individual and community level, and how harmful misinformation and nutrition advice from
non-experts can be.

I especially witnessed this harm firsthand when I was at my job as a cancer dietitian. Many
patients would be following the misinformed guidance of non-licensed nutritionists and health
coaches, and by the time they got to me, they were rapidly losing weight, not tolerating
treatment well, and were at increased risk of mortality or complications because the person
providing them “care” did not understand their unique medical situation.

For this reason and the ones I’ve listed below, I strongly advise against the elimination of the
Board of Dietetics and dietetics licensure as recommended in the report released by your
committee last week.

● RDNs are specialized, highly trained healthcare professionals. Similar to other
healthcare professions with boards recommended to “continue,” RDNs must complete
rigorous coursework that meets the accreditation standards within the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics; complete a >1,000 hour supervised practicum; pass a national
board examination; and take yearly continuing education.

● RDNs are uniquely qualified to practice specialized nutrition care or Medical
Nutrition Therapy. RDN’s scope of practice allows them to prescribe therapeutic diets
to mitigate the effects of acute or chronic disease; to provide alternative nutrition when
oral feeding is not possible or unsafe; to counsel individuals who are in need of improved
nutrition; and to provide individualized nutritional guidance within the context of specific
surgeries, drugs or treatments. Would you want an untrained, unlicensed professional
providing that type of care for you, your child, or other loved one?

● The Board of Dietetics protects Iowa citizens from unethical, harmful nutrition
care. The Board of Dietetics vets licensure applicants to ensure that competent, properly
educated, ethically sound individuals practice as RDNs in Iowa. Applicants who have
been found to be in felonious violation of the law, derelict, impaired, or negligent in their
practice, or who have engaged in practices that are not a part of the RDN's scope of
practice are not granted licensure to practice in Iowa. Likewise, licensed dietitian
practitioners found to be in similar violation or have not maintained continuing education
requirements face sanction from this Board, with the possibility of probation or
suspension of the license to practice.

● Dietetic licensure has become THE standard requirement for employment for most
of the 1100+ licensees within Iowa. Registered Dietitians without licenses are not
considered adequately credentialed for hire with healthcare organizations in Iowa.

CR_ Comments Regarding Board of Dietetics Recommendations.pdf for Printed Item: 710 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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Infringement on this Board and with Dietetic Licensure would not be conducive to job
creation.

● The livelihood of many Iowa dietitians depends on licensure-required
reimbursement. Licensure provides health insurance companies and state and federal
governments with the assurance that practitioners meet standards of professional
competence in order to be reimbursed for providing nutrition care services. In Iowa,
medical nutrition therapy and therapeutic diets are provided by Registered AND
Licensed Dietitians, and it is in Iowa law that these services MUST be provided by
Registered AND Licensed Dietitians for insurance payment. This comes into play at the
hospital/clinic levels, as well as long-term care facilities.

● There is no taxpayer expense associated with the Board of Dietetics. The fees that
Licensed Dietitians pay to renew their license cover all costs incurred by the department
that provides oversight. This Board has proven to be cost-effective and it operates
consistently in the black each year.

● The Board of Dietetics is efficient with its meetings. The Board of Dietetics meets
quarterly, and as needed. It has held virtual meetings for several years now, when
appropriate.

● The Board of Dietetics compensates its members. The Board of Dietetics is
comprised of both professional and citizen members and these Board members are
provided compensation for their service to the citizens of Iowa.

● Losing licensure would make Iowa dietitians ineligible to participate in an
interstate compact. On a national level, the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics is
working to streamline licensure by introducing an interstate compact. I strongly support
this effort as it would significantly broaden the income opportunities of dietitians and
access to nutrition care. The Compact would also support active duty military and their
spouses. We need to retain licensure in order to hold Compact privilege.

I urge this subcommittee to reconsider the recommendation to eliminate the Board of Dietetics
and dietetics licensure when it provides a final report to the Governor later this month.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     bcrccomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Licensure elimination for Athletic Trainers

As a Sports Medicine Physician in Iowa for the last 23 years, I would like to emphatically
request that licensure for Athletic Trainers continue. Licensure and the Board assure that the
athletic trainers, who are the front line of our sports medicine team, are appropriately qualified
and maintain quality of care for our athletes.

  _____

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of
the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original
message.

The views expressed in this communication are that of the individual and shall not be
construed as those of Medical Associates or any of its entities.
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Board of Dietetics and licensure

My name is . I am a registered and licensed dietitian nutritionist, and writing to let
you know that I strongly disagree with the elimination of the Board of Dietetics and our
licensure.

The Board of Dietetics exists to protect Iowa citizens from unethical, harmful nutrition care.
Similar to other healthcare professions, becoming a dietitian involves completing a rigorous,
evidence-based curriculum and supervised internship, passing a qualification exam, and taking
yearly continuing education.

Licensure is particularly important in the context of medical nutrition therapy, which is
specialized nutrition care seen in hospitals, clinics, long-term care, and private practice.
Through MNT, dietitians manage various medical conditions: diabetes, kidney disease,
malnutrition, GI disorders, and nutrition support through feeding tubes or IV; as well as
providing nutritional guidance within the setting of surgeries, drugs or treatments. This is just a
partial list.

Further, the livelihood of many Iowa dietitians depends on their services being reimbursed by
payers who require that healthcare professionals be licensed in order to receive
reimbursement. It is in Iowa law that MNT and therapeutic diets MUST be provided by licensed
and registered dietitians in order to receive insurance payment.

On a national level, the Academy is working to streamline licensure by introducing an interstate
compact. We strongly support this effort as it would significantly ease the burden of Iowa
dietitians needing to be licensed in multiple states; and, with the increase of telehealth,
broadens the income opportunities of dietitians.The Compact would also support active duty
military and their spouses. We need to retain licensure in order to hold Compact privilege.
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My request:

1.    Retain the Iowa Board of Dietetics.

2.    Retain licensure of registered dietitians and dietitian technicians, registered.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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From:                
                         
                         
To:                     BCRCcomments@iowa.gov
                         <bcrccomments@iowa.gov>
Cc:

Subject:             Letter of comment submission from the Polk County Medical Society

To the Boards and Commissions Review panel:

Please accept the attached comment letter of submission for consideration from the Polk
County Medical Society

Get Outlook for iOS
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POLK  COUNTY MEDICAL  SOCIETY
1520 HIGH STREET ● DES MOINES, IOWA 50309-3110 ● (515) 288-0172 ● FAX (515) 288-0173

website:  http://www.pcms.org ● email:  pcms@pcms.org

  

1 
To Whom It May Concern:

We respectfully submit to you that Polk County Medical Society (PCMS) is the oldest and largest Physician led organization 
in Iowa and represents a membership of almost 2000 Iowa physicians from Polk, Dallas, Madison, and Warren counties. 
While we are in support of streamlining bureaucracy in principle we worry about unintended consequences for our patients 
and access to medical care in Iowa. Iowa physicians are particularly interested in potential changes involving the Board of 
Medicine as well as other boards and committees that impact our profession and ability to provide patient care. This includes 
the committees overseeing Medical Assistance (i.e. Medicaid), Emergency medical services and Cannabidiol among others.
 
The process to date has been opaque and largely behind closed doors. Frontline healthcare professionals have a strong 
interest and deserve a seat at the table during this process. The physicians of Polk County Medical Society respectfully 
request representation in future meetings that will impact our profession.

Sincerely,

2023 BCR submission comment.docx for Printed Item: 714 ( Attachment 1 of 1)
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